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^fiiny of the following being typographical erron that may ajfe^ 
die feiife> the Reader is reuueited to mark them with a pen dt 
\f before he enten on'tne worE". 



Page 38 Line Sffir lies resdhe 

• ao, Jelt and . .' • 

• ^,f«rthoie tad tbotd 
' 8, /«r but dry rtad but when dry 
'ijffir appendage rtad appanage 
- 8. and xo, fair there rMt here 

• to, fir replaces read fuppliet the jpUtt of 
16, Jpr tunney rekJ cuntty 
z, d it from view 

1$, for wall-nut rud walnut 
25^ Jar empirifm rtad empiricifm 
a6| />r than rmd when 
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13, for mormylus rau/ mormyrus 

Note*/or ScuiUa maritima 'rtad Scilla manebn^ 
iiy for appendage read inheritance 
'3> f^^ cannon rtad cannoM 

5, deit then 
15, /or* St Irens read St. Irene 

2, /0r appendage rr a/ appanage 
IT, /or dollars rM</ piaftres 

14, for orchis t^a/ orchifes 



JVdTf- Tlirpughout Chapter ni. we have conftantly rendered the 
word fattttrelhs by mfsho^ptrSy which, as is Well known, are winged 
infe^b of a very <fevouring nature ; but, on reconfidetationy we are 
much inclined to think that the Authof means locufts, from the length 
of the flights wbichiie defcribes thele infe^ to have taken* 
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i HE Author of the following *^ TkdrEii 
IN GtBEcB dND TuKKBr^^^ being already 
known to the Public by his Travels in 
Upper and Lower Cgypt^ two tranfla- 
tions of which appeaned \n our language 
in the year 1799, it only remains for us to 
premife that thefe iheets may juflly be 
•confidered as a CQjnitiuuatioiii of his itine*^ 
rary. In his former wprk^ he promifed to 
prefent to the world ap account of the 
other countries which he had fubfe*^ 
gently viiitedr )xe has npy^ perfpirine4 
VOL. I, . b liis 
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ADid^yy^M^^NT. 



his engagement, and in fuch a manner as 
to induce us to prefume that thofe who 
have felt themfelves gratified in travelling 
with him over Egypt, will experience no 
lefs fafisfedflbh io dattipEfiJ)anyirTg him in 
his tour through Greece and Turkey, 



Endoweir wUh=r*r-ialid underftand- 
ing, and a warm and brilliaflt imagina-« 
tion, SoNNiNi enlivens his journal by die 
Varffety^^of ltf*^fefdfi|)tWli^and hegl6dl liot 
ih BHngJffWf^ari t|J*v.(3bntraft iii^^ 
'j[)i-d'e'rltfefl'iif Gftje^fiifey ttie tnaghificcncfe 
b/i^'atlirt^'thfe^^irty-of : the inhabitants, 
'i&e'' mil(ffl^s^bf?:'-«lw-.climtete> -aod^ the 
iia^ltf Wf 'tf«i§'p!i»ftj*refs Mra xievaftate 
tAoYi'tetHRlil'^GteWfitttfeg, His nalrrative 
)s i'Aiei^^ei<^mh '■ t>i Aorical anctedotes 
WhJ<!li^%(filJ 't<y'. i»iiid. tfae ■- chthufiaftip 
trtl-oiWMof'the khiglits of Raotots, ti»« 
fdfciftfe iCttVityof the©l:edt$r,^and thedfr. 

I .1 trader 



ADVERTISEMENT* XlX 

trader will here find every information 
that can be ufeful to him for rivalling 
the indefatigable induftry of the French ; 
the naturalift will meet with curious ob- 
fcrvations on fubmarine volcanoes, which 

% 

produce new iflands in the fea of the 
Levant, as well as on animals, plants, 
and minerals, hitherto little known or ini- 
perfectly defcribed ; the flatefman will ac- 
quire interefting ideas relative to politics 
and government; and the moralift will 
pay a juft tribute to the writer, who con^ 
flantly manifefts an ardent zeal for virtue, 
a generous pity for misfortune, and an 
honeft indignation againft tyranny and all 
the crimes which it engenders. 

I^ONDON, July the zoih, 1891. 
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iNTRODUGTlON* 



 



Europe attentive, and the East afto-^ 
talihedy were looking with eyes full of 

. <:uriolity and inquietude towards Egtpt^ 

. which FftANCB covered with her legions^ 
and with the fertile refources of her genius^ 
with combatants as well as with artifh and 
men of fcience. A bold proje£t, executed 
with the rapidity of the thought which 
had conceived it; vaft combinations, fup«* 
ported by all the meatis of a great power; 
a new plan of colonization, the advantages 

, of which are inappreciable; thfe impure 
feat of barbarifm and of the mod fanatic 
ignorance, on the point of becoming the 

. brilliant theatre of civilisation and of the 
arts; the enemy's pofiefsions in India 
threatened; a fort of difmemberment of 

b 3 an 



XXll INtROJWCTtON* 

an iU-confolidated empire ; the commerce 
of the Levant on the eve of changing its 
face, ar\d'tf)earifij5 l^(^.€^ 
thing contributed to render the expedi- 
tion to Egypt a fubjecl of aftonifhment 
-to fame^ anfl 6f miftrUft to others. 

-^wnifjsfete iledeptidn to works which, in ^6- 
^«^bgi]^1&fcfn»T>, mdt frdih boofc%, l»ut fr&fti 
bobfeMtiom Ynadb tfn tWe places thbm- 
>f^tfe9,'i:ft.Joorfffe8 tmiiertaken'folely for the 
i^tffpfofe'of «^Jld^6<?ng'thr^rii, Jhould ftx tKe 

-fla'le <jf HhHt '^Icoaftt!*f , at • fee 'ftioiiftrit bf 

th*'€iiteppflfe»of^e 'French, and ^pmftsnt 

^a ilatemefft^of tHe iflfdt*«iati<«a sicquir«d 

oprevioufly'tQ thigir arrival. Itis,'no<l6uTst, 

tb cfrciif^ftanides fo feveutttble that ftfy 

Kaite dwed'lheiriiiccfefs, rather tbah to 

i^tiiB maiinM^iii Which' tJ^S^'Wete Wfitten. 

We -were ' «»»!t%!n df <l»eUi«g iinter<ift »y 

the 



jpcife»fc;bfl?,.ipfE^TfPT,,wgIj.t CKjeft £i¥ouf» 

Ak01lld .1944 A iix^^mn^i^ M^j IHtftion o| 
tif»t».'ffii^p^ i]wb«ch every writer owes tff 
good;$^(l« wi4 to tbe IVdbUiC, not to fliock 
fac^ J7y,» ii^rg^ulx)filfi ^ pcoprioty> fiitUity 
<aiiiettih^ wiidity ictfi^yle, iji^nefs of nar* 
aaiioo, Mii» aboile aU> :by a pofijdive jin4 
dftid^difel tosre, which innpoiTes nxAy 09 
ign^iioe, and whidi is kidt the i^H^torioA 
of mediocrity ; defe^ which writere do 
4i^t ai^wiifs. ,fi9d€»yoiU to avot4» and 
«9Miift whinh tOM ecafiBf»t tAo iJgiFMiglf 
«xclain. ; 

b4 The 
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Xxiv iaiiioTitf&tibifi. 

The honourable f^cei^dn' bf 'my woiit 
ritpeGfmg E^t^t has- fu^afied my hopes: 
It has not been- eiiM^tted to toy ^o^ 
oouMty; fbreigtaitHrs'faive paiiicipafeell- in 
the fame indulgdnfe^*/ Thts^' to my 
feelings^ is the fweeteft recompenfe of long 
labours of no very * reftttnt -diitte, whicH' a 
love for the fciences, ahd a wiih to' render 
myfelf ufefuly induced me to undeiPtake^ 

r  . • . 

the only one that I am'arabilious of , th« 
dnly one too that I have obtained. 'Th« 
alfo, in my opinion, is encouragemekit'th^ 
mod powerful and the moft flattering ;: an4 
I have confidered as an obligation, that it 
impeded on me, to,pubii(h my other "Tra^^ 
vek, which political phenomena, whbfiei 
commotioins change the face of empires,^ 
have decided me to draw from my port- 



• Two Englifli traxiilations of my TRArELS /if 
f GKPr have appeared in LoHDOMi 'the one i? three 
Tolames 8ro. and the other in one rolume 4to* . . 

folio^ 



v' 



fi^Iio^; wiience thejwoiild not otherwife 
bave been tiken. 



t 



Other countries, in the vicinity of 
Egypt, 4re perhaps, like it, on tlie eVe of 
experiencibg a crlfn which will 'c^^ 
them to affume a new afpeft. The Ot^* 
tbinan government, like an iinmenfe- ari^ 
ftapelefs coloffus, placed en a' bafe of clay, 
feems ready to fall, and Greece, wM'ch 
it crufiies with its infupportable wqight, 
mull' ere long, according to evfery »ap- 
pearanee, if not refume her aricleht'-'Sllt 
tltucie, at leaft break ' her chaifis, atf4 
occupy • a rank among other nations, in 
the* ritimbfer of which her ancient and 
complete (lavery prevented her from be- 
ing reckoned. Whatever may be the new 
and inevitable deflinies of a people for- 
merly famous, the Public will not be forry 
'to know what - they were at the moment 
of their deliverance and regeneration, 

and 



^M Ad )cepfeefe(i£ Ao Ahemfelma. the plaoev 
which will be the theatre ^df it, as 4hey 
were formerly that of memorable events. 
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., s^^e^riptiono^J^meparts^of ;4siA an4 

4iw^nt GRfi«q?3 vrtlioh migbt -afford » 

J<npwledge iDf.^tt^ir. ^li^at^^ their ,iQ{)y 

Ibeir 'prpdu<^iQj(iS9 thek juUural hidorj/j^ 

iK^ .prefeBt ftate of decay> their inexr 

liMtftibJ^ refourcfs of ameliomtion, aj^^ 

thje ipi^ute <>f the manners, the cuijb^m^ 

-and the /genius ^ the nations tha;t inhabijt 

th^nti which might ofiei^^a curious <:q^ 

|Mii?ifon batwaon their iituation a few ceifi^ 

ituriesago, afid .that in our days; ;whicl^ 

an a word, might, by means of cefiauratioa 

in their agricuitwre and in their commerce 

ainibld tth^ir ckim$ vto a more proCpeKoup 

<^ondition, was thari^foie a mark not deftn 

^te ei' inter^fti, 

Aad when Feaw, tob lar^ ^nuaihttd 
tfroBx tUfie earth, yielctitig ^ length to 

the 
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4he ^Ibes of nations^ is id^fcelidkig ^m 
Heavepy i and . preiparihg; to- 'clofe thfe ^dee^ 
woiunds ^iph ' 2Kffli6l: tlSe 'iiudE>ati teoe^; 
when, IfiJ-oflgh 4ict celeftial- iMifentfi, 
<jkiilt>isJdakppeding 'witfe IV'ant arid -^Oa- 
*lm(ity;ljtlr tiifeiahcfcolf ind frightMf *di«- 
^pvaAoiHii #hen Virtue is-^i^ecove^lhg^h^r 
energy, and Talent her a<3^ivity; when 
>^ f(ftiites'\Sf 'p\itK<9'])^orp^^^^^ erftfrely 
drifed'ilj^/'jffe^iftg tb*refili«ie their' tt)tl?fe 
of MittyV' dWd'lrevhrte ''iridtlft^y and tb^ll- 
TOefce § '?Mfe«li,- ' ifl'ifhoi-t, -tiie'' ■wanft^-A^' ' rt - 
^s^ng: a- tiine Idtt for '4i«p^Jh^fs,"-arM 
^tiournfuUy- cowftturifed' ifl- agitaliofts '-^M 

^sfofttfrte; (jf fedclttg iA uf€^i;j'r^:fiife(iti- 

lattolfg, 'In' an -aiftive and hon^ouhible la- 
-bour^ thfe fo!^€tfulnefs of fo 'many Ills, 
-atid '^die iikle'mnifioa^ion of accumiilirf^d 
lafk^ ; - 5!^h6n this 'general want is goiffg to 



, * ']Bus,iQtrodui9Lion ^a$. written at the mdnfent o£ 

ttie.gcpearal.annifticei concluded bctwcen.4hc'Ficach 

and Imperial armies« 

dire6l 



;dire£i to foreign . countries the cbinbintf^ 
( lions of commerce^ the Public will, doubt* 
lefsy confider as a picture very, well calcu- 
^ted to favour thefe views^ the indica- 
tion of the places which prefent certain 
.advantages to a kind of traffic that may be 
eftabliihed with much eafe and little coft. 

tJnder thefe confiderations, the work 
/Which I now publifh has no fewef claims 

than the Travels iv Eom to attention 
.and indulgence. If/ notwithftanding the 

number of travellers who have preceded 

jne in that country^ my account has been 
.dillinguilhed, I may venture to expe A the 
. fame fuccefs for this ; although it appears 

after produ<5lions no lefs numerous oH the 
} fame fubjed^, and among whi(fh are like- 
^ wife to be found. fome much to be cont-^ 

mended. 

My Travels in GnEtcz ANX> Turkey 
are, like thofe in Egypt, the £:uit of ne^ 

iwar 
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two years of obfenration, and I prefent 
tjiem with the greater coniidenqe, as I 
have bellowed the fame pains in digesting 
them. 

It IS move particularly in the Iflands 
of the ^OBAN Sea that I have dire6led 
my refearchesy in that multitude of groups 
of lands and rocks^ fbattered without order 
in the middle of this fea, as an eternal 
monumefit of its conqueft over the rcdn-* 
tinent. .Divided by the ancients . irctoCy^ 
CLADES and Sporades. denominations 
^t preC^Rt forgotten^ they are. at this dajr 
l^nown under the general defignation of 
JsLAjjris s»F THE Archipelago. AU 
thpugh I have iipt vifited them all, the 
rather long flay which I made in fome of 
them,, the intercQurf^e that I had with 
jnep who inhabited them, Qf were per-r 
fc<9:ly acquainted vi^ith them, the infor-F 
jl^t^qQ that I acquired in the fame count 

tries, 



^e$V lia^iie ' eDa|jled::niie:( to JooHe<St ; cer- 
tain: ipafticulars; TOfpefting eadhti^vthem, 
;^{id ' toj ipeak.jQfqthem: with ^pi^lfioh. 

The Iflands of the Archipelago, moft 
of. 'Which are remarfcablie fpr the ifertility 
sofd the hcajuty ' of their f(3I, celebnttA' in 
antiqipty,aiid fam'ed for havinggiv^n birth 
to great men; avefiill^at'this day impor- 
taut points of igf)abliihnlent^ cdtnmuni* 
€ation>, or comm^ce. - We'ha^e a g^reat 
intereft in being well acquainted with 
tbem; and* t am bf opinion, that i»y 
work • will leave .nothing to be wlfted. fop 
in that refpedl. This, at lealt, is the talk 
which I have impofed on rtiyfelf, and 
which I have endeavoured to aocompUfliv 



I • • » 



We had klready ibme^ ^general deferip-^ 
tio^s df theilflandfe of the ARCHipiELAoo ] 
one'df the -rndft'e^terifive is that of Dap- 

. • • • 

PER ; it 18 the work of fl geographer who 

defcribes 



<!efoTibe9 wUat be haa not f^etey' 4tfid oiAf 
by copying . what others had written hs^ 
foce Jbimw . TouRNEroftT^ that immocliii 
man 9 full df fcience and talle> cUid whom 
levery traveller, who publiikear his ai> 
counts, ought to take for a inodeU bas 
likewife defcrihed, but with fi di^rent 
pencil from Dappeb, thcfe fame . Iflands 
of the Archipejlago of the LeyanTt 
But finoe the travels of the French naif 
tiiraiiilt w well as iiiicc tbe defcripUou 
of DAPPEm, tfaey no longer have ihe^iw^ 
appearance*. The diange of mafterB.in 
lome, the confequepces of tyranny in jall^ 
thne aaid other circumilancee, h^ive ii!btro« 
duced differences betweesi formet* accounts 
and the narrative which I now prefei>t» 
B^fides,! ihall here repeat v^hat I have 
fdready faid cm the fubjc6l of my Travels 
in iEgyft^ that H is impofsible ibr .ih^ 
ioqoe man to c^bjferve every thing i theon^ 
^pUp^ wbat ^4c9fcd iaapcihy wiipm :li0 

was 



\ 



XCXii JNTRODXrCTIOK* 

was preceded; and,inihort, in l%e man« 
tier aspamters have their particular ^Z^io 
'yeprefenting the fame fubje6t, each ob- 
ierver has alfo bis manner of feeing and 
defcribing what he haft feen ; fo that the 
fame obje6t may be perceived undejr 
different points of .view, and the fame 
ctrcum fiance be differently related by 
feveral perfons, and ftill be interefting. 

The form of narrative, indifpenfable iu 
Travels acrofs countries little known, that 
which moft attaches the reader to the 
fate of the travejlers, whom the pafsion 
of difcoveries induces to run hazards and 
dangers, that which I have almoin always 
employed in my work refpedting Egypt^ 
will not be conAantly followed in this. 

The nature of the furface of land and 

» * 

water over which I paffed, in every direc-p 
tion and at various times, affords room 
only for fhort and dangerlefs excurfions, 

- the 



^tibe aceouot of whicja <9nQot excite the 
i^ereft iiifpiref}^ fey travels of greater 

Mesigtfa and abouH^jfig more with difl|« 
cblties. On the other h^nd, having fre- 

' <q^ntly had ooeanop to retun? as I went, 

'afnd to:ieviiit the fame (X)uatrie$9 an qn* 
interrupted rplatioii would n^ceflarily lead 
to tir^fome repetitions* 1 have therefore 
reiblved to fpeak of the places as they 
oc6u« on my route, and as if I \iad foU 
Idwed the order of their pofition on the 
chart, omitting the crofs and retrograde 
tri^ which I made, in &j^^ for the pur« 
pef6 of vifiting theqi in fuccefslon. 

A motive, iliU more powerful, would 
have been fufiicieiit to determine me ta 
interrupt Sometimes the order of my nar- 
rative : it is that of truth. I have juft 
faid that I had not myfelf feen ewerf 
thiiig; and, though the reader may rely 
ion the information whieh I have coIp 
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leifled refpeiftirig a few iflands where I 
have not landed, the flrft of all' oWiga- 
lions, for a travelled, being ^delity and 
exa6tnefs in his account!, I fliall take 
good caffe not to follow the example 
of a modern writer, who ha& filled . two 
volumes with the details of d joiirney which 
he had not performed, dnd who has not 
even omitted a crowd of minute circunr* 
fiances, by which the narration aflAim^s 
every appearance of reality. Howevef, 
I fliall give my itinerary whenever it fliall 
afford any interefting matter. • This plan» 
which I have adopted, foecaufe it has 
appeared to me the moil fuitable, will, 
methinks, diffufe in my work a variety 
of form and ftyle, which cannot but pre- , 
vent a too uniform tint of monotony, 
and occafion.it to be read with greater 
pleafur£. 

, It is not, however, to the Iflands of 
Ihe Archipelago that my- excurfiong 

p have 
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have been > limited ind that my obferva- 
tions will b6 confined : the lafge and beau« 
tiful Ifland of Canpia, in which I made 
feveral journies, fome parts oFn Turkey 
in Asia Minor^ Macedonia, and the 
MoREA, have been the object of my 
peregrinations, as they will be the fubje6l 
of my ftory. In a word, I fhall relate all 
that I have feen, all that I have learned 
refpe<Sling thoffe different countries^ anc^ 
I have, in this refpe6l, followed the advice 
of the French philofopher, whbm we are 
always fond of reading again and again, 
2(nd quoting, becaufe, without bewilder- 
ing himfelf in abftra^lions, he leads, by 
beaten paths, and with ingenuous and ad^ 
mirable fagacity, to the knowledge of the 
vices of fociety, and lays open all the 
receffes of the human heart. ^* Wt want^^ 
fays Montaigne, ^* tapographersj wha 
^* might give us a particular account of the 
<^ ^lafcs where they have been — / woultf 

c 2 " hat^ 



^^ have goery one petite xbhat he knoms^ and 
^^ as much as he knows^ fiet in that waj^ 
" ^yi but on all otker/ubjects*.^* . 



• The chart which is afinex:ed to my: 
book, is one of the hand^omeft and m<^ 
complete that has been co«iflru6led <>{ that 
extent of fea and land,, which is ufually 
diftingUifiied by the name of the Ls- 
VAijrT. To my own nauticfti and geo- 
graphical obfervations^ I have added thofe 
o£ the feamen, travellers, and geogra* 
phers^ the moil modern and the moft; 
efle'emed ; and, in order to give an idea, 
of the pains which I have taken to ten* , 
der this chart as 'minute an^l . corre^ as 
pofsible, it will be fufficient for me to 
remark that I hav6 employed, for the 
northern part of Egypt, the particular 
cdiart of Lake Mknzalsh, which an. 

!l Effm% Book i> Chap. ili. 

able 



able officer, of artiUerjr^ the. General of 
pivifion A;ndreo5SY, . Infpqdtor-Qeaeral 
of the corps of artillery, ha^s very, re^i. 
cently publi^ied, at the end of -two ex^. 
cellent memoirs, refpe(5ling fome pouits of 
Lower Egypt*. » 

Nor to this alone has the afslflance 
which I have received from General An* 
PREossY been confined; he has been fo 
kind as to communicate to me, and to 
permit me to add to my chart the manu-. 
fcript plan^ which he himfeif took of 
the part of the coaft of Egypt compre- 
hended between Damietta and Ro- 
SETTA ; (o that this extent of the ihores 
oftheMEDiTER^AN^^EAN, hitherto tl>rowfi 
on our charts^ as art random^ arid witk 

* Memoire far le Lac Menzaleh^ d'aprts la, Recqu** 
noifiance falte en Vendemiaire, all 7.-' Memoire lar la 

 

Vallee ddsLacs de Natron> et celle dii Fleuve'ikns eau, 
d*aprc«laUeconft6i(&tifcfc faite les 4, 5, 6, ^, ti 8 IMtm^fer 
an 7.-— Fa&i8» Didot ^&Tt6, an 8. ^ ^ 

which 
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which it never was more important ta 
ife to be well acquainted, is that which 
Js traced with the greateft exaftnefs and 
precifionj thanks to tlie attention of a 
diftinguiftied foldier, who, amid the ter- 
yible agitations of war, has found means 
to fix in the camp the tin^id Sciences,^ 
feared by the din of arms, and[ to join 
to the dazzling, but enfanguined -laurels 
of valour, the more modeft, but fruit- 

4 

ful olive, with which they encircle the 
brow of thofe who welcome thepi, and 
whom they are fond of loading with fa- 
vours*. 

Travels in Greece at firft prefent to 
the mind the idea of refearches refpedt- 
ing monuments of antiquity. The rea- 

 General Andreojfy has alfo jufl; puWifhed a verjr 

important work, under the title of Histoire du Canal 

DU Midi, w Canal de Languedoc. i voL-Svo,, 

Paris. Buiffon^ Rue Hautefcuillc. 
. ' der 
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>dcrf cxpei^s to find lu them th,c' defcrip- 
tion of.tho(e fplendid;<(iifice6 which coft« 

j(IIt>ited the glory .^fr'fiitc^^t/GB.££CJB, 

• • ^ , 

-ihet drawi^ I of fome.tp;»li pf f<?ijafe uri^ 
of fome antique utenfil, the imprefsiop 

« 

of nredals, the copy of infcriptions. Ob- 
icrvations r of this natui;^ ?re foreign to 
jaxyhfipk ;^ travellers enow have indulg^ 
them;ielves in them with fuccefs, and! 
could have' done no more than repeat 
what had been faid before me hy lei^nf4 
^ftntiquariosv ' whole knowledge, in . ^th^ 
line, I am far from attaining^ But: a 
work which would furpafs all tliat has 
been publifhed on the fubjeA of the 
hiftory and monuments of Greece, is 
that of the man of learning the moft dif- 
tinguifhed, the moft verfed in Greek 
. literature, the celebrated Dansse de Vii/- 
LoisoN, if he would determine to bring 
to light the precious materials which he 
has colle6led on the fpot, a work which 

would 
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n?rould itfelf be a literary mOntiment 
llirortby of th'e briHiant days of Gr£&C£, 
.ind of the reputation ;of the m]thor> to 
^tvfaich, fievertheie(«> it could sAake ito ad*, 
edition. • 

» • ... 

' My mod' (Tariguine wiAies will be a<S 
eotn{iIi(hed, df 'my jiew labours fucceed 
in acquiring ' th^ approbation of an ew^ 
%gi)l«ned Public; Tliis is: the objea of 
^r*My atnbitktn ; well ' fatiflfied, aitd eveli 
J^^mpletely iMtppy -if I be permitt^ 4ct. 
^ttftiHi it !: 






• •/«■,•'••• Iff *  



^;V nuidus laj^o marisy et viarum. 
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GREECE AND TURKEY. 



CHAPTER I. 

* 

A curjory view of Egypt. — The Author^, on 
his return from Upper Egypt, makes a v&^y 
Jhort Jiay at Alexandria.— Co;7ipari/an be* 
tzvecfi Egypt and Greece, between the Copt^ 
and the Greefts. — Greek women. — Paradoxes 
of M. de Pamv.; — Approaching change in 
the political Jituation of the Greeks.-^Dan-- 
gers (f revolutions. 

1 HAD juft fpent two years in travelling over 

one of the moft famous countries of anti- 

^ity^ that in which the arts have difpilayed 

the gfeatefl efforts, and ftruggled with tnoft 

adjutage againft time, that which they have, 

ivkh aflonifhing profufion, covered with all 

i;he works calculated to produce and npiaintain 

•fertility on a .foil, whofe riches are as much 

a conqueft of human induilry^ as a gift of 

VOL. I. B nature. 
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nature. Egypt, independently of the in- 
terred and the noble curiofity inipired by the 
ftill-impofing ruins of . its ancient magnifi- 
cence, will always, in the eyes of the well- 
informed man, be a portion of the globe very 
important from the excellence of its foil, the . 
falubrity of its climate, and its geographical 
pofition. 

And when our age fhall be for pofterity a 
point of antiquity, hiftory will prefent, as 
another fubje6l of aftonifliment and admira- 
tion, the enterprife of a powerful and gene- 
rous people, who, under the direftion of a 
great leader, a man of genius, were defirous 
that Egypt fliould become their new do- 
main, and their richeft and nrpft flourifliing 
colony: a vaft and bold plan, alternately the 
obje6l of praife and blame, to which were 
wanting, to infure its fuccefs, only circum- 
flances more fortunate, and perhaps a few 
-preliminary combinations, but the end of 
which was a ceitain and incalculable increafe 
of the trade and refources of France*. 

On my return from Upper Egypt, I ar- 
rived, for the tliird time, at Alexandria. 

* I have fet forth the numerous advantages, the ne- 
ccSkxy refult of the peaceable ^ofleffion of E^pt, in my 
Travels in that country, which I publiihed laft year. 

The 
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The elxlreme circuihfpeftion which Europeans 
were there forced to ehipldy in all their pro- 
ceedingSy lio longer promift^d ihe any new 
rdfearched. Accordingly I foon thought of 
quittiiig zA ^nclofur^ of fand^ and ruins, the 
barren habitation of ignorance and barbarifm, 
which thd ti-addrs of Eorop£ did not dccupy 
Urithout beiilg a prey to continual dpprehen- 
fions, and expofed to frequent dangers, as 
their veflels were to fhipwl-eck in th6 only bad 
harbour that ^as open to therti. I had drip- 
ped rtijrfelf of the long and ample garments 
in ufe in the Ea^t. and which I had worn 
in the courfe of ihy travels in Egy^t, iii 
<»rder t6 refumb th6 French uniform, in which 
I found myfelf at firft vety uneafy. I long 
regretted a drefs; not fo light indeed, but 
certainly more noble ind more decent, and 
Ht thfe fame time better calculated for J>te- 
feirving health, bedaufb, not coniprefling dny 
part of the body, it leaves full liberty to its 
movedients and inflexions, as well as to thei 
circulation of the blood and huniours, and 
maintdins the fuppletiels and flreiigth of the! 
mufcles and fibres. 

My journey, ftriftly fpeaking, terminated 
tit Alexandria. Having failed from France 
on theaeth of April \777i on board the At a* 

B S LANi;fi 
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' LANTE frigate, which w^ ordered to vifit 
all the ports of the LpvANTaijd of Barbary, 
I was to follow the fame deftinatioi^ ; butfub- 
fequent inftruftions changed^tbis deftination, 
and o99afioned me tp quit the fliip at Alev 
ANixRi^f, in . order to.travd in Egypt; fo 
that> . flijy.ftefli inftruftions not extenfiing be- 
yond . this journey, . I mjght^ after having 
accon^piilhed it, return to, my country. This 
was, piy firft projecl; but, I had brfp^e mc 
c^leljf ate4 jcouptries, . which thp fcienpes ho- 
noured, 'whichjth?^ arts einbel[iflipd, w^jph 
gave birth to cix)wd& of heroes and gre^t ^ 
ippn, and the hiftojy. of which .furi^iihea .the 
njqfl; interefting part of q\iY ftudy, ip . Uke . 

^ njapp^r as their maftpr-pipce? ^re ftiU the,2Kl- 
n^imtiun and example Qf. thofei who l}ave pre* 
ferYcd; a taile for trt|fj beauty. The fc» of 
XJr,eEjCe ;is,,fe^n tQ fpre^d its waves, whofe 
expanfiw is;ret^rde4.ancl oppofed by. m^imr 
m^nfe njUfob^f; of iflancjs, on the inclinied 
Ihofes ofi j^gypt; aXpace rather {kqi:t{^p9r 
rates the two couutijes pn Mrh^<?h , >^flti<jui(y 
Jirid©s>lii|erfplf ;, aAid, after having vifiCgd tb^t 
which pafles for the cradle of the arts' au4 
fgieflces, jind from which the Qreeks de- 
riy?4-.^.P^rt of thjeir k^pwl^dge, I ref^lved 
tft /?? .4!Pl>the country which may be galled 
.,.-., ^ the 
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the cradle of the graces and of good tafte. 
There, a burning climate does not, as in 
Egypt, dry up a foil which ceafes to pro- 
duce, as foon as aftive induftry ceafes to cul- 
tivate it, and cover it with an abiitidant liioif- 
ture. There, we fee not thofe vaft, fandy, 
and arid plains, thofe naked ^and heated 
rocks, forfaken by nature, and which man 
does Hot traverfe M^ithout confiderablc diffi- 
culty and danger. That frightful nafcednefs 
by which habitable Egypt will ever be cir- 
cumfcribed and confined, disfigures not the 
land of Greece. There, the terhpferaturc 
id mild, the mountains are covered by forefts, 
the atmofphere is cooled by rains, the valljes 
are watered by numerous ftreams, and the foil » 
may be adapted to feveral kinds of culture. 

If, from the comparifon of the phyfical . 
ftate of the two countries we pafs to that of 
the men who inhabit theffn, we ihall fitid no 
refemblance' but in the defpotifm by which 
they Avere both enflaved. The Gopt oi- the 
native of Egypt, whofe chara6ler partakes * 
of the drynefs and rudenefs of the climate, is 
/hort and heavy; his head is big, but empty; 
his face is broad and flat; his complexion 
is fallow and dark; and his countenance 
is mean. His difpofition is gloomy and me- 

B 3 lancholy; 
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lancholy; his treachery is the more dange-i 
rous, as it is, in a manner, more concentered 5 
having no tafte for the J^rts, no flight of cu? 
riofity lead^ him to inftru6lioa; fed^ntary, 
becaufe he has no vivacity in his mind, he 
{ee^^ not to be acquainted with what fiirr 
rounds him; lazy and flovenly, clowniih and 
ignorant, unfeeling and fuperftitious, he has 
no longer any remembrance, nor even any 
^ trace refnaiping, pf the grea^nefs of his aiir 
ceftors. 

Wha^t a difference between this nation en-r 
tirely degenerated, and that which ftill in-r 
biabits the beautiful countries of Greece! 
Under a pure (ky, in a M'holefome, temperate 
atmofphere, impregnated with the fweeteft 
emanations, on a foil which nature decks 
with jflowers, and clothes with the verdure of 
an eternal fpring, or which may be enriched 
with crops of every fort, or with delicious 
fruits, we muft expe6l, among the men, to 
meet only with amenity of manners and 
fweetnefs of difpofition. I am fpeaking of the 
men whofe generations, there fucceed each 
other without interruption ; for the igrorant 
and' untradlable ufurper n\ay, by his. ftupid 
ferocity, pollute the moll happj^ climate, the 
mofl finiling country ; and £^ges are rcquii'cd 

I for 
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for their influence to temper, in a perceptible 
manner, the rudenefs of his inclinations. 

The man of thefe charming partsof Greece 
is of a handfome (tature; he carries his bead 
high, his body ered, or rather inclined back- 
ward than forward; he is dignified, in his car- 
riage, eafy in his manners, and nimble in his 
gait; his eyes are full of vivacity ; his coun- 
tenance i^ open, and his addrefs agreeable and 
prepoffeffing ; he is neat and elegant in his 
clothing ; he has a tafte for drefs^ as for every 
thing that is beautiful; active, induftrious, 
and even enterprifing, he is capable of' exe- 
cuting great things ; he fpeaks with eafe, he 
expreffes himfelf with warmth; he is ac- 
quainted with, the language of the paflions^ 
and he likewife aftonilhes by his natural elo- 
quence ; he loves the arts, without daring to 
cultivate them, under the brazen yoke which 
hangs he^vy on his neck; ikilful and cunning 
in trade, he does not always condu^ himfelf 
in it with that franknefs which conftitates its 
principal bails ; and if we ftill find in modem 
Greece many of the fine qualities which do 
honour to the hiftory of ancient Greece, it 
cannot be denied that Superftition, the child 
of Ignorance and Slavery, greatly tarnifhs 
their luftre; and we alfo difcover in their 

jB 4 y difpofition 
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difpoiition that fickkiiefs, that pliability, that 
want of fincerity, ia ihort, that artful turn 
of mind which borders on treachery, and 
of which the Greeks of antiquity have been 
accufed *. 

But this obliquity of chamber fortunately 
docs not extend, or at leaft is very much 
weakened, among the women of the fame 
couQtries. The Greek females are, in general, 
difiinguifhed by a noble and eafy Ihape, and 
a fnajefiic carriage. Their features, traced* 
by the hand of Beauty, refleft the warm 
and profound affe6lions of Senfibility; th© 
ferenity of their countenance is that of dig-> 
nity, without having its coldnefe or gravity? 
they jare amiable without pretenfion, decent 
without fournefs, charming without aife6i;a* 
tioti. If, to fach brilliant qualities, we add 
elevation of ideas, warmth of expreflion, 
thdfe flights of fimple and ingennous elo- 
quence which attra^l and fafcinate, a truly- 
devoted attachment to perfons beloved, ex- 
adnefs and fidelity in their duties, we fliail 
ha^'e fome notion of thcfe privileged beings, 

* Every one is acquainted with that famous line which 
paints fo well the charafter of the Greeks: 

*• Timeo Danaos, ac donaferintes,** 

with 
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with whom Nature^ in her munificence, has 
embelliihed the earth, and wh6 are not rar6 
in Gkeece. There it is that the genius* of 
the artiib of antiquity would ftill have th<i 
choice of more than one inodeL Mine is in 
iny heart; atid if the iketch which I trace of 
her is fiill far iho'rt of the original, if the fiery 
touches which are imprinted on my foul, 
feem to be extinguiihed on my pidure, it is 
to tegret, to afiiidion, to inquietude, to hope, 
to the dij^erent fenfatlans which are blended 
and oontending within me, that it muft be- 
imputed, rather than to the ' faintnefs of my 
eolooring. O thoughts altertiateiy delightful 
and tormenting! O re6oUe£lions dear and 

painful ! , . But let us drop a pen glowing 

with the maA impafiioned fentinoents, it would, , 
with difficulty, find favour in the eyes of 
whofoever has a ibul parched up; and, un- 
fortunately, our age has afibrded^but to6 many 
proofs of fullen and cruel infenfibility. , 

What I have Juft faid on the fubje^k of the 
modem Greeks, is quite contrary to what M. 
P£ Pauw has written of them in his Re- 
. cktrches Philofophiqueafur les Grecs. It would 
be extraordinary if fuch an oppdfition of 
i;ntiment ihould not be met with between 
the obferver who reports what he has feen, 

and 
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and the man of fcience, who, buried in his 
clofet, pretends to obferve better . ivhat he 
does not fee. Guided by a rage, by no means 
pkilq/aphicalj of rejefting* fafts that would be 
in contradi6iion with the iyfiem which he 
has formed for himfelf, M, de Pauw admits 
thofe only by which he can fupport it, xat the 
fame time accompanying them with argu- 
ments, fpecious indeed, but which betray the 
labour that they have coft, rather than the 
art with which they have been arranged. 

After having fet afide every thing that is 
not favourable to his opinion, after having 
thrown out the fevereft criticifm on eftimable 
authors, M. dk Paum'' opens a free career 
to. his imagination* and, by fufpicious proofs 
and bold alTertions, but prefented as incon- 
teftable truths, he ftrives to deftroy all re- 
ceived opinions, and obfervations the leaft to 
be doubted. By his account, expreffions can- 
not be found to defcribe the abafement into 
which the Greeks are fallen in our days, and 
into which. they fell through their o^vn fault. 
** This nation," favs he, ^'returned to child- 
** hood, is now no more than a vile burden 
*' to the earth, the opprobrium of their pro- 
*' genitors, whofe tombs they tread undei* 
** foot without even being acquainted with 

*'them." 
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** them/* . It is impoffible to bo more cruel, 
Tior at the fame time more unjuft. The wo- 
men too have their fhare in thefe exaggera- 
tions of ill-humour and fpirit of fyftem. If 
we muft believe the fame writer, we iliould 
in vain look for beauty in Greece, where, 
however, according to him, it formerly flione 
but very rarely. * * At prefent, " adds^ he, 
** we ihould find there, m general, none but 
** women abfolutely inferior to thofe of the 
'* north of Europe, whether as to rcgu- 
•* larity of features, or freflinefs of com- 
'* plexion and elegance of form: and, in 
*' fome of the countries of Greece in par- 
" ticular, we fhbuld fee none but women 
" who feem to be unfavoured by nature.-" 
Thefe are erroneous opinions, which it is not 
uncommon to meet with in the works of M. 
DE Pauw ; and fuch outrages againft a nation 
towards which we have contracted the habit 
of interefi, blafphemies of this fort againfl 
beauty, are fo many ifpots which would disfi- 
gure the mod philofbphical inquiries. 

This amiable and interefting people of 
GtiEECK are bent under the very heavy yoke 
of the flern and proud MulTulman; their 
flavery, like that of the defcendants of the 

ancient 
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aqcient Egyptians, is abfolute and of long 
flanding. The Copts lived in the brutalized 
ftuppr of a debafed condition. Never could 
they have dreamt of breaking their chains, 
had not. the French undertaken their deli- 
verance; and the Greeks, although poflefs- 
ing more energy and means, will never them- 
felves fliake off fetters, which, notwithftand- 
ing, are to them odious. Should an enter- 
prifmg genius, the friend of glory and of his 
country; rife up \n the midft of them, and offer 
to lead them to the conqueft of liberty, 
he would find it difficult to draw round him 
numerous partifans. Reduced to the fimple 
charader of leader of a few infurgents, he^ 
would have to fight his own countrymen, 
and he would end by falling a viftim to 
the treachery of fome of them; fo much 
does long flavery blunt energy, corrupt the 
qualities of the foul, and leavd to the vices 
bf weaknefs and abafement alone freedom of 
a^on! . , 

But ihoiild foreign forces, fufficiently im- 
pofing to baniih fears, which, in weak minds, 
are infeparable from the uncertainty of fuccefs, 
make their appearance, not with projefts of 
invafion, but as deliverer* of Greece, infur- 

rcftion 
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re6lioii.againft tyranny would become general; 
national a6livity would difplay all its refources ;, 
cohorts of courageous combatants would be 
form.^d on all fides; intelligent and aflive 
mariners would cover the fea with fail-failing 
veflfels, which would rapidly carry fuccours 
and troops to all the points of the iilanda 
and .coafts that would become thofe of the 
wholp nation ; all would fecond and blefs their 
deliverers. The period when one of the fiiiei^ 
countries of the globe, that which is the 
richeft in precious recoUedions, ihall be 
fnatched from Ottoman delpotifm, is not 
perhaps far diftant The exiftence of' that vaft 
and monftrous empire of the Turks cannot be 
of long duration ; its incoherent parts ihake, 
and arc on the point of falling to pieces ; on 
every fide Rebellion waves her ilandards; the 
authority of the chief of the empire, difowned 
and infulled without, fcarcely extends beyond 
the walls of Constantinople; a domina- 
tion, eftablifiied on ignorance, cannot refill 
the contact of knowledge ; it will be annihi- - 
lated with the fuperftitious barbarifm to which 
it owes it3 origin; and the moft cruel and 
mod improvident tyranny will no longer leave 
Ruy other traces than that by which the life 

of 
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of all tyrants is followed, the execration 6f 
poftet'ity* 

I have juft fpoken of revolution, and it is 
not without trembling that my pcfn has traced 
this terrible Word. Indeed, there is nothing 
but the excefs of flavfery by which a people 
are opprefled, that can, in future, juftify the 
idea of Overthrowing their government. Who 
would dare, in faft, to advife again thofe 
political convulfions, a thoufand times more 
frightful and more difaftrous than thofe with 
whidi Nature fometimes terrifies mankind? 
Who, without the moft powerfiil motives, 
would dare to expofe a nation, naturally reft- 

 Here too M. de Pawvi and I are in manifeft cott- 
tradi'flioQ. He blames the elegant author of the Vcyagi 
Pittorefque de la Grece, for' having urged other nations to 
the emancipation of the Greeks, for. having engraved^ 
on the froiltifpiece of his book, that fignal of vengeance 
againft tyrants, excriare stUqms. He. imputes to M. dt 
Choifeul-Gouffitr the greateft paradoxes; and, fupporting 
himfelf by the teftimony of fome Greek monks, who, 
dreaming only of theology^ haVe affured him that i^ 
their countrymen returned to liberty » the firll ufe that 
they would make of it would coniift in undertaking ^ 
war of religion, he affirms that the idea of deliverance^ 
impolitical in ' his eyes, can enter into the heads of none 
but thofe who are unacquainted with the denfity of the 
darknefs in which the mind of the modern Greeks is 
enveloped. — See the Recberckes Pkilo/ophiques fur Us Gnu. 

lefs 
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fclefs. and turbulent, to the fhocks, to the 
ravages, to the ills infeparable from thofe 
great innovations in the body focial ? In that 
country, at leaft, we fhoujd have nothing 
to regret, not even the appearance of i-epofc 
which tiiere reigns, and which, in truth, is 
only the abjeftion of misfortune aud the 
fleep of bondage. There, no violation of 
public faith, no infra6lion of the ihoft facred 
engagiements, would plunge into mifery and 
defpair a crowd of unfortunate beings, whofe 
complaints and cries have fervcd elfewhere 
only to embolden impudentplunderers. There, 
where property is often a claim to exa6lions, • 
where commerce, agriculture, and induftry, 
are no 'more than titles which iexpofe to ex- 
cefles and perfecution«, property and the arts 
cannot but' be firengthened and extended by 
expelHng the barbarians who are their fcourge ; 
Iwhile in. the moft civilized countries of Eu^ 
ROPE, become' the prey of a horde pf ani-» 
bitious triflers, every thing has been over^ 
thrown, confounded, and fwallowed up. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER II. 

Tlourijhing Jlqte of the French trade in tjie 

: Levant, during the war of \779>,'— Its* total 

. ruin, which has involved thdt of Marfeilles, 

 --r-Caii/is of thefe misfortuues, — ReJleQions 

on this JubjeB. — Order of the King an^ 

Firman of the Grand Signior tranfmifted tq 

the Author. — The authority of the Porte 

nullin Egypt* — JVriting of the Turks; of* 

ces of th^ir minivers j manner in which bu- 

a 

fnefs is conduced there \ their writers i their 
paper. — Tranflation of the Firman. -7- -D<?- 
parturefrom Alexandria. — Qu(uls.^-—Birds^ 

Vv AR^ theminiiler of death and defolation^ 
Jiad been kindled in. Europ£ during my tra^ 
vela in A F.B. ic A. Rival.governmen.t8 had armed 
tbe one againft the other two nations calcu- 
lated for mutual efteem. The. rupture be- 
tween Fk^nce and England had, by fome 
months, preceded my return to Alexan- 
dria ; but no hoftility was exercifed in the^ 
"feas of the Levant; the French there con- 
tinued their trade as in the midft of peace. 
A fingle frigate from Toulon was fuffidient 
' -* ':*! ' •") 5 for 
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for efcorting thither ;n fafety a convoy of 
fiHty 6t eighty fail, and for protefting them 
agoiuft the attacks of iny of the enemy's pri- 
vateers, which fcarcely ventured to cruife near 
the coaft of Italy, in the feas of Corsica 
and Sardinia, or in the canal of Malta, 
but feldom ever durft enter the fea that 
^v^aflies the coafts and iflands of Turkey* 
A number of veflys, which had failed from 
the ports of Provence, and were intended 
to be fupported for thrie years at the expenfe 
cff the Ttn*ks> whofe merchandife they ihipped^ 
and whofe money they brought back, at the 
feme time that they formed a multitude of 
iailors, had not relaxed their a6tive and ufe- 
ful carrying-trade: 111 fhott, if the rage fcfc 
mutual deftruClioti was fpread on feme poihts 
of the ocean, the blood of men flained not 
the waiters of the mod eafttrn part of the 
MedtitIerranean; and the French flag was 
flying there as in its own djomairii > 

What unfortunate changes have happened 
to interrupt, the -courfe of fo profperous a 
commerce? What fetal influence has con- 
verted a fituation fo flourifhing, and which 
Its duration feemed to render unchatigeable, 
into a feries of humiliations, into the total 
ruin of the trade of the Levant? By what 

VOL. I. c fatality 
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fatality has. a nation^ the old and fai thiiil 
friend of France, which* ceafcd. not ,toiurr^ 
round ber with co;ifidence, w^th pfivtkges^ 
with prerogatives, appeared ftiddenly in the 
ranks of l^cr enemies? Its^pqrts, where the 
French poflTelfed a preponder^ce ahnoft ex- 
clufive, ate .fliut againft them ; the car(fvanf? 
is ai^nil^ilated, /and, the « national Hag 19 no 
longer acknpwledged in the feasof which it 
enjoyed the- empire. 

. And thou, whofe origin goes back to the 
brilliant ages of Greece, brilliant colony 
of the Phoca^atis, to whom the Gauls were 
hidebted/for a knowledge of the jine arts; 
thou, who, by thy fchools and the urbanity 
of thy inhabitants, waft for a Jong time thi^ 
rival of Athens; thou, who gaveft birth to 
the moft ancient of known travellers, to Pt- 
THEAs, a man of. letters apd a celebrated 
aftronomer, who carried toM'ards the.Nfirth 
his tafte for obftrvatiou, before the age of 
ALEXANDERf; thouy ivhoni great, men and 

I 

* Thus was called the carrying-tr^ide which the French 
veiTels exercifed in the feasof the Levant, at theexpenfe 
of the Turks, and which was a fource of riches for com- 
merce* and of profperity for - thie marine, Thefe veflels 
^ete name^ nvuirti-cwfatftrntyri., 

f. ^hat is-tp fay, before the year 347. 

great 
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^at exploits rendered illuftrious; thou, in 
fhort, M'hom the moft flouriihingi tr^^de ren- 
dered) not long fince, queen of the Mepi- 
tSRHANEAN, MAtt0£iLLEs! \vh^t IS becobic 
of thy luftrc? .Thy. riches, thy induftiious 
a6tivity, thy fplendour, all has difappeared: 
to peaceful • commercial: fpe<:ulations; . to ufe- 
fui tranfaftions of. barter have fucceeded the 
uoify fliock of the [hiilions, the fury of dif- 
. cord, the firebrands . of civil war ; thy eftab- 
lifliments^ thy wwk-fhops, are foffaken or 
annihilated, and their ruin has involved that, 
of the manufactories of Lanouedoc, whi?h 
fumifhed woollen cloths for the confumption 
of the Orientals; thy numberlefs ihips, with 
which the Mediterranean was covered, 
unmafted and unrigged, and c!rowded into 
St port half choked up, are decaying in inac- 
tion ; thy quays, formerly fo full of buftle, 
fo tumultuous from the Continual, convey- 
ance of the riches of the two Worlds, are 
deferted ; grafs clothes the pavement of thy 
ftreets, in which l¥as feen a crowd of bufy 
4nd laborious men; defdlation reigns withia. 
thy walls, ftill tinged' with the'bloo4 of fe- 
verjil of thy inhabitants ; and widowl^ in tears, 
diildi^en in defpair, recall in ^vain, by their 
iighs ^and their' fobs, huibands and parents 

c a fallen 
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• 

fallen under the axe of the executioDefi or 
the poniard of the aifailin. 

The fource of fo many lofles and calaini- 

ties proceeds from general diforganization, 

xi^hich, in a very fliort fpace of time, eiFefted 

in FaAifCE the diffolution of the body fo- 

cial, , and converted the fineft empire of the 

univerfc into an enfanguined theatre of dif-- 

orders, mifery, and confufion* Since mea 

have been found wicked enougli, a,udacious 

enough* to accumulate ruins ou a foil where. 

every- thing announced profperity, order, and 

fplendour; and to i'eplace fcenes the moft 

magnificent and the mbft agreeable by. imar 

ges the moll terrible and moft affli6ling, why 

ihoiild \Venot have the courage. to reproach- 

them With' their crimes? Men for ever d^- 

tcftable, who had wiLy the' rage and: the 

ti'ainfports of ambition: :\iiiUiout)haviTig • it& 

genius; who have not bluihed to aiTume d' 

power, I Anil not-fa^ too. miich above your 

capaci^v, yoii hud' xiotit'hiiX tluit of impu- 

d^nccj-^'vet Wlwcli, : you \wU knew, was ta 

be in yoW hand^ bfiiy the power of doing. 

mifchlefi-Wliat afccoiittt* wijl you give of the. 

floUrHhirigftate 'in whitdiyou found Fran.cjs, 

and of thelJtuatioii,: truly deplorable; in- 

which syon have left her? M^'hat have you* 

privately 
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privately done with thofe riches, with thofe 
numerous advantages which we derived from 
our Levant trade? Under your frightful 
domination calamities alone have profpered; 
every thing that was good, ref{)eftab1e, or 
ufeful, has been fwallowed up. The policy 
of governments may change, and indeed 
changes but too fi'equently; but moral ideas 
are immutable and. eternal; it is the forget- 
fulnefs ef them, or rather their abfence from 
your heart tliat has caufed you to plunge 
fo rapidly into ati abyfs of crimes, and er- 
rors, whence, by a mod impetuous and im- 
pure overflow, you inundated France and 
the neighbouring countries, with violations 
of principles and rights the moft facred, with 
excerfes againil humanity, with falle com- 
binations, with inconfiderate cnterprifes, with 
rapine, outrages, and diforders. Your'^ty- 
ranny, the moft heavy that ever opprefled 
mankind, and at the fame time the moft 
infulting, becaufe you had eftahllUied it on 
a derifive appearance of liberty, had en- 
chained the moft generous flights; and uni- 
verfal torpor had deprived genius of allfpring, 
and virtue, of all energy. What time will 
it not require to rcpitir your crimes? And 

c y wc 
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we (hall not even be i-evenged by remorfe; 
of that you are not fufceptible. 

I^ fituation fo deplorable >yOuld be hopelefs 
in every other country except France ; but, 
to the pifture of her misfortunes, which we 
muft ftriye to forget, let us fubllitute tb^ 
confoling defcription of her refources: they 
are iminenfe ; and they will ftill increafe 
under the fliade of the fruSifying plive of 
peace. O Peace! may thy facred name be 
found in every mouth as in every heart! 
Daughter of Heaven! Profperity, virtue, 
pure joy, induftrious adivity, every bleffing 
accompanies thee; niayft thou, refplendent 
'with this train of felicity, dfifuf^ thy favours 
and bounties over the defolated land, which 
has been but too long, moiftened by the 
blood of men ! Then, let us not doubt it, 
under a M'ife and enlightened government, 
ftrong, but juft, our country emerging from 
her long abjeftion, fhall fpon recover her * 
brilliant and ancient advantages ; we ihall 
fee every part of public economy amelio- 
rated, and the trade of the Levant, more 
flourifliing than ever, will again pour its 
treafures into our beautiful fouthern depart- 
ments. 

The 
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The^ advantages which I liad enjoyed in 
my journey in Egypt, were ahiioft the fame 
with refpe^-to the new travels that I was 
going to undertalte. In fac5);, although the 
fpecial niiffion, with which I had heen 
cliarged, wa^ as I have laid in the pre- 
ceding chapter^ nearly accomplifhed on my 
leaving Egypt, I was ftill the bearer of an 
order from the king which authorized me to 
prolong my travels, and extend my refearches 
and obfervations into all the countries which 
I /hould think likely to infpire any intereil; 
and it was enjoined to all the governors, 
intendantS; and other agents of government 
in' foreign parts, to protecl and affift me with 
their means and credit; fo that I ceafed 
not to be confidered as an envoy of the French 
government, travelling by order of the king. 

On the other hand, the French ambaflSidor 
at Constantinople had been charged by 
our miniilry to procure me an order from 
the Grand Signior, which fliould authorize 
me to vifit.his vatt domains. This^r»wi/i, 
thu3 are called the ordinances of the PoarE, 
had reached me at Cairo; and, indeed, it 
would there have be^n a very bad recommen- 
dation. The beys had rendered themfelves 
independent, or nearly fq, of the Turkifli 

c 4 Emperor. 
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Emperor. The pacha, whom he maintahied 
there, • was no more than a phantom of aii-v 
thority that the chiefs of tfie Mamal&kt 
caufed to difappear or be changed at their 
pleafure. The brave and audacious jNfuuAD 
already reigned in Cairo as abfolute maLfter; 
the will of that ftern tvrant was there the fole 

I. 

law, and the Officer th^t the Suljtan fent thi- 
. ther, ' under the dcrifive title of governdr, 
lived there without power as without influ- 
ence, and had no other rclburce for main- 
taining hinifelf in fo precarious a -fituation, 
than thofe of narrow and low minds, of fo- 
menting dilfenfions between the tieys, and of 
charging Difcord with a taflc which he wouW 
not have dared to undertake himfelf ; that 
is, of (lopping the career 6f a violent and 
ufitrping ambition. 

The Turks were defpifed at the court of 
tbefe foreigners, \vho, frohi the condition of 
Haves, paflTed to the abfolute g(5vernment of 
Egypt; lefs brifk in their movements,* more 
grave in their gait, lefs (kilful in managing'a 
Jiorfc, they were an object of pleafantry and 
dcrifion in the eyes of the young and fprnce 
Mamaluks, of which the familii^s of the 
princes, not long ago their equals, and fmce 
^ their maflers, were compofed. Accordingly 

thefe 
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thefe fame Aefpots had no confideration for 
the emperor of Turkey, whom they regarded 
rather as an enemy importunate through a 

w 

remnant of preteniions, than as their fovc- 
reign. To avail myfelf with Murad Bey of 
any documents emanated from the govern- 
ment of Constantinople, would have been 
to call in quedion his power, kindle his 
indignation and his anger, and expofe myfelf 
to the fudden effefts of his pafiion *. 

It wais therdbre, on my part, a neceffary 
aft of prudence to keep fecret the document 
which infured me the proteftion of the Grand 
Signior; it would not have failed to involve 

, me in fome difficulty, and to cod me fome 
exaftion. I obtained from M u r ad Bey him- 

• felf. recommendations more fafe and more 
jproper. 

But, if this firman had been ufelefs to me 
in Egypt, it became of great fepvice to me 

• In my work rcfpefling E^yft, I have drawn the por- 
trait of 'Murai/, the only bey who found means to pre* 
ferve his authority fo long ; a tyrant uneducated and de« 
fpotic, but become celebrated by the honour which he 
has had of fighting the French^ and to whom we cannot 
deny much bravery, fome military' talents, and a few 
qualities of mind, which evince its elevation* fuch as 
great liberality, with which he has contrived to attach to 
himfelf, and preferve a nifmber of partif^ns. 

r 
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in the new travels that I puipofed to under- 
take. '» Although the lands and/has of Egypt 
only were mentioned in it, this fign of pro^ 
te^tion was not, on that account, of lefs ad-^ 
yant2^ to me in Turkey; it procured. liie 
regard and attention on the part. of the go- 
vernors and private commandants; I never 
i^nroUed it in yain : at the fight of it, the 
haughty pacha, the ftem aga, and all thofe 
fubaltcrn tyrants who rend, rather than go- 
vern, the Ottoman empire, becanie tradable 
and obliging; they lifted it to their forjehead 
in token of refpe6);, and I feldom failed to 
obtain from them what I wiflied. In the 
eyes 6f the multitude, I appeared an impor- 
tant perfonage ; fince: their fovereiga conde- 
fcendcd to concern himfelf about me; and 
by^foving me from foiiie unpleafant incidents 
and embarraffments, xvhich I ihould not have 
avoided without this fort of talifman of defi 
potifm, they confidered me as entitled .to 
their refpeO; and coniideratipn. 

Though the oriental languages are begin- 
ning to make fome progrefs among us, and 
though many perfons are acquainted with 
Turkiih writing, I have thought that people, 
in general, would not be difpleafcd to fee 
here the form of the ordinances iffued by 

the 
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the Ottoman government, and I have caufed 
my finnan to be engraved. (Sf.e Plate II.) 
The Turks, as is well known, like the Arabs, 
write from right to left ; they diilinguifli ten 
forts of chara6lers in their Avriting; and they 
call divouani thofe which arc employed in the 
official papers of the divan. 

The Turks write but little. The offices of 
their minifter3 are not filled with a- crowd of 
clerks, mutually caufing each other reftraint 
and dillra6iion, nor encumbered by heaps of 
papers, which no one reads. Bufinefs is 
there tranfadled with the grealeft.fi mplicityj 
correfpondence with men in office is very 
rare, and, with the exception of the empha* 
^ical amplifications of oriental etiquette, it is 
freed from ufelefs and dull prolixity. When 
a perfon has any thing to afk of the grcat,^ 
he prefers fpeaking to writing, becaufe they 
liften and ahfwer otherwife than by iniig- 
nificant and common phrafes, which, be- 
ing addrefied to every body, fuit no one, 
and evince as much the fatigue and fome- 
times the indifference of him who pronounces 
them, as the folly of him who gives credit 
to them; becaufe, in ihort, thefe fame- men 
in power, being fecure from importunities 
and folicitations, are pf eafy aecefs* 

I On 
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On the other hand, where the generality 
of the inhabitants fcarcely either trouble 
themielves, or care to trouble themfelves, 
about public affairs, ambition is confined 
vithiii a very narrow circle, and. concentred 
among very few perfons. Accordingly the 
demands for, employments are extremely rare; 
and, with the exceptipn of fome petitions 
prefented in the view of obtaining reparation 
for exadlions or a6ts of injudice too common 
in the delegates of the Porte, there are 
not delivered into its offices that prodigious 
quantity of memorials, petitions, and re- 
monftrances, which ambitious and builling 
intrigue multiplies on fuch ilight grounds 
and to fo little purpofe among us, and which, 
commonly, are calculated only to occafion 
a lofs of time to thofe who draw them up, 
as well as to thofe who anfwer thenii 

The oriental writci-s do not place them- 
felves near a table. ' The? are feated on a 
cufliion, with their legs crolfed and turned 
in Hinder their gannents. They write on 
tlieir kneesj and they almoft always have 
the long pipe in their mouth. The paper , 
which they employ comes from Europk; 
but it is fnioothed and glazed in Tujikey, 
in order that the reed pen, of which they 

make 
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make ufe, may glide with greater facility. ' 
My firman is written on a large fheet of this 
glazed paper; it is twenty-nine inches in 
depth, by twenty in width*. At the top is 
the cypher of the Sultan Abdoul Achmet; 
at the bottom, the fignature of the reis effcndij 
or niinifter for foreign aflFairs; and on the 
folds, different marks neceffary to authenti- 
cate papers of this kind. I give, as a note, 
the tranfiafion of it ; for this I am indebted 
to JAUBiiHtt a young and learned profeffor 
of oriental languages in Paris. It mud be 
obferved that, for fear of giving umbrage to 
the Turks, always uneafy refpe6ting the in- 
tentions of: travellers who vifit their coun-* 
tr}% I was prefented to the divan as a trader. 
Thus it was that in Egypt the protection of 
the beys of Cairo and of the Arabic princes 
was granted to me as to a phyfician ; and 
this imaginary segls^ founded on the vulgar 
credulity of barbarous men, as much as on 
their wi(h to prolong their own exiftence, 
was of no fniall fervice to me, and preferved 
me f>oln a multitude of embarraflments and 



The l^ivif foot is equal to.iz, 789 EnglUh ioches* 

dangers !• 
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clatigersf.^ The fea of. the Levant rbeing^ 
a& I have ihid^ abfolutely free, ,notHrith(laiid^ 
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f Translation op the Firmani 
CHere if the Sultanas eyphtr.) 
' Mo4' jull> moft nobre> moft great/ moft glorious^ moft 
refpedtable gorernor^ who kaows how to jnanagetthe moft ' 
iiAporunt affairs of this^world, with intelligence and dif- 
cernment, and whofe fuperior folicitude extends with wif- 
dom and benignity over the poor of the ftate; pillar of ^ 
tkc glorious' eniprc, illudrioas governoi* of Egjpt, our 
fortunate vizir Mohammed pa9ha: may Godincrcafe h}s 

'MoH jull of the cadis of Ifmaelifm, treafure of virtues 
and truths, deeply read in the laws and id religion, heir 
of the fcience of the prophets and apofUes^ fpecially 
Iteded^with'cKe favynirs of the moflhigh', learned cadi of 
Cairo in Egyfii xiuy God increafe his .virtues 1  

Happy fuccefibrs of the cadis and pdnces, jtbundant 
mines, of noblenefs and virtues, who, io our fortunate 
name, govern the empire of the lands and feas of Bgypt, 
may God increafe their merits ! 

Lientenahts, leaders of troops> janizaries, aild other 

commandants, may God. increafe their power, andraife 

them in dignity \ . ^ 

When this noble firman fhall have reached you^ know 
that : 

. The ambaffador and the confiils of the King oi, Francis 
our powerful fri/end, the fupport of the great of this world, 
the model ofchriflian' princes (may his end be happy!) 
having caufed to be reprefented to us that it ifoold be expe- 
dient to grant to, the merchants who wi(h to travel in the 
ftates (well -guarded) of our glorious empire, fupreme 

orders 
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ing' the war hetweeo . the principal inaritime 
powers of Europe,..! hid noiprecautiofi to 



orders for Acm tcbc therein treated witii fafety and pro^ 
te^on, conformably to the treaties :• . 

And a Frenchman^ named Sonmni^ who has the intei^ 
tion of repairing lo^Cmro in Egypt, having made knowA 
to us that he begs us to caufe to oe delivered an order 
ilTued by our fublime Porte to all thofe wHo' exercifc oof 
authority over the'knds ok over the Teas of Egypt y to thb 
end that he may refide, there, or travel there fireely, with^ 
out fear or. hindrance whatever : 

And being defirous that, agreeably to our intentions 
and our iexprefs conimendations, h^ fhonld be prote£ied 
by our fovereign orders, ftamped with our noble feal, ' 
' We direa that : . • * l ' • ' . ' > 

When this order, ifTued by our fublime Porte, (hall have 
reached y^u, the aforefaid Frenchman may freely travel 
over the lands and feas above-mentipned, dependent on 
our glorious empire ; that he may at pleafure enter them> 
leave them* or refide in them, conforming himfelf U 
all things to our fovereign orders, and that there. ihall hf 
< very where grante4 to him aid, fuccour, and prote^ion^ 

And to> the end that the contents of thefe orders may 
Jeave you no doubt, we have graced them with our nOr 
ble and eminent iignatnre, to which you will give credit.; 
we recommend it to yon. . Underfland it thus. 

Given in the beginning of Sefier, .in, the year of the her 
gira 1 192 (February 1778, O. S.) 

At CoNSTANTjKOPL£ the wcll -yarded. ^ 

iXraaflaUd by Citizen jAUBfiRT, Twrkijh frt^ejfir in tkt 
J^cial fcbool of Oriental languages , near the national Ifhrary^ 
fifth ittterfreter to the government.) 

take 
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, take in the .fliort voyage which I had to 
perform; and as Ihad,. * befidcs, no other 
obje6l, but that of vifiting fome of the 
countries of Giieece and of Xu^hkey, it Avas 
of little confequenceto nic, M'hcther I began 
rty excurfion^' by one place' or by another, 
1 therefore availed myfelf^of the firft vcffel 
Wiat was to fail from the harbour of Alex- 
A^'DutA; and, after hiving takeh leave of 
my fellow-traVdler^ in Egypt, I embarked 
on board a Provencal polacre*, a caracvancur^ 

" laden with productions of Egypt and Ara- 
BiA, on account of fomc Turkifli merchants 
of the Ifland of Candia. 

t 

' .» A polacre is a fmall veffd with riii'ec mdfts> whicfc 
are pole-mafts, that is; confifting of a fingleftick, witli<> 
out t<>p3 or crofs-^trees, fo that the top-gallaht-iails and 
topfatls lower on the lower yard : whifch, in French, is 
called amener tn faquet (lowering all together). This 
mode of rigging is advantageous, infoMach as, in cafe of 
being caught in a fquall, * the fails can be lowered all at 
once ; but, indeed, it fuics none but veflfels of no great 
iHiffden, for the mails of a large ihip cannot be made of 
fufficient ftrength if they were formed only of a fingle 
IHck. Polacres are very much in ufe in the navigation 
of the Mediurrantan Sea, where feft-failing vefTels of a 
imall draught of water are more neceflary than elfcwhcrc, 
'^oA where they have frequently to experience (hort, but 
fudden and heavy fquaklls* 

We 
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Wc fet fail on the ITth of Oaober, 1778^^ 
at.feven o'clock in the morning, with a plea- 
iant breeze at eail ; it foon carried us out of 
iight of the hillocks, and of the famous pillari 
which ferve as land-^marks on making Alex^ 

ANDBIA. . ' \i 

Tl)e war caufed fo little uneafinefs in thefe 
ieas, that the polacre, on board of which I 
was, carried no. artillery; and, with the ex- 
ception of my arms, there was not a iingle 
piece on board. 

lu the fmall quantity of proviiions which 
I had dipped, the moft abundant fort, coii'- 
iifled of quails, taken alive in the environs 
of Alexandria. The extraordinary num- 
ber of thefe birds which arrive in, autumu 
on the coaftof EoYPT, renders them, at that 
period, one of the moil common diihes. 
When, in our fields, we have feen quails wit^i 
ihort wings and tail, a round body, little 
calculated for cleaving the air, when we have 
feen them, I fay, rife heavily, and with- dif&- 
culty take a low flight of ihort duration, we 
are furprifed to meet with them again on 
ihores fo diilant, fubjedl, like other birds of 
palfage, to regular migrations ; weaker than 
thofe, quails alfo venture to make long jour* 
nies : with an unfieady flight, they fkim the 

VQL. I. p furfacc 
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fiirface of the watcr^i, avKil tfceihfelves of 
every point of repofe aflforded theta by a fea 
interfeded by fcattered lands, and ploughed 
by -numbers of veffels, and in this manner 

• 

leach, from ifland to ifland and firbtti V6ffel 
to veffel, the fhoreof Egypt. But th^ Bbdks 
bf thefe feeble and itinocent travellers are far 
from arriving entire ; an ifai^etuous wind 
plunges them ihto the wavfes ; the flielta- 
aiid reft.ivhich the^ feek M'ith eagernefs ott 
the iflands and ,on board ihips, to them b^- 
^bine ocfcafions of deftruftioh. Mail is every 
>Hiere to devour them ; and wheUj after A) 
ttiany dangers and fatigues, they alight on a. 

land on which they arrive iVom fdch a dif- 

• • • 

4ance to fcefc a mild temi3ei^ture that otir 
fclimates deny them, when at lenjgth folditt^ 
their Avings, which they MOuld no longdr 
4iave ftrength to extend for fome time, they 
are preparfAg'to'fpread thetalTelVes over fertile 
plains, atid tha-e enjoy^ ti41 the enftiingfpring, 
the warmth of the atniofphere and abundance 
^f food, unfcdhig and cruel mah again makes 
Ills appearance, and, taking advantage of 
•tlieir ftate of debility, which prevents them 
Trom running and flying-, envelops them in 
nets and fhuts them up without pity in cages, 
^n* order ttiai t\\ty t^ay \yt tfffefwwds aban- 
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doned to his voracity. Thefe cages, made in 
Egypt, are of wicker; the top is of cativafs, 
in order' that the quails may not fplit their 
head by raiiing themfelves vertically and with 
vivacity : a barbarous precaution, when we are 
waiting till it is convenient to put to death 
with our own hands innocent animals. 

Other birds had freely taken up their quar- 
ters on our floating habitation, and animated 
its dry and infipid monotony; Some fparrows 
picked up on the deck the fmall fragments of 
our meals; while the frifky wagtail*, of a 
familiarity more amiable, becaufe it befpoke 
nothing impudent, by a continuance of ikips 
and fhort and quick flights, rid us of a part 
of the infe6ls by which we were incommoded. 
It feemed that thefe little winged navigators 
would have wiflied to feek with us a more 
grateful foil, plains more agreeable than the 
melancholy and arid environs of Alexan- 
dria, and that they would have manifefted 
their gratitude for the undiflurbed hofpitality 
which they enjoyed among us. 



* LavanMhre. Bvppon, Hift. Nat. des Oif. et planche 
enlumineef No. 642« Motacilla alba Linw» A ng. White 
wagtail. 
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But tbe very d^y after our departure, ^hc 
wind havin<y fliifted to the weft, and threaten- 
ing a ftorm, the fort of open aviary whijch.we 
had feen formed, difappeared* Our tcathercd 
guefts, doubtlefs, forefceing. a violent agita- 
tion in the atmofphere, took leav^c of us, aad, 
favoured by the wind, they f(ire6lcd their 
flight towards the coaft of Svrta, pr thje/lfle 
of Cypi^u§: we, MTre, in fact, at no great 
diftance frpni that iil md, the nioft eaftprn ^\u\ 
one of the fineft in the M^DtTfi^H^NKAX? 



 I 
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CHAPTER III. 

Pofition of the I/land of 'Cyprus. — Its names. — 
^HennL — Ruins of the IJland of Cyprus. — 
Its mines. — Gold. — Copper. — Vitriol. — 
Iron. — CrjiftaL — Precious fUmes. — jqfper. 
— Afbejlos. — Talc. — Plajier. — Ochre. — 
Marine fait. — Jgriculti^re. — Olive-trees. — 
Mulberry-trees. — Carob-trees. — Cotton. — 
Sugar- cane. — Coffee-tree. — Gardens. — Va- 
rious fpccies of com. — Grafshoppers. — Mad- 
der » — Coloquintida. — Ladanum. — Soda. — 
JVood. — JVool. — JVine. — ^Turkey leather. — 
Cotton. — MamfaQures. — Import^trade. 

X LACED, in the vaft gulf which terminates 
the Mediterraneax to the eafl, the Ifland 
of Ctprus feems intended to fecure the com- 
mand of that fea*. Towards the north, and 

at 

* It is necefikry to recall to mind here what I have an* 
noonced in my Introdudioiu During travels, which con- 
£fted only of a feries of excurfions on lines of no great 
length, and crofling each other inceflantly, it wonld be to 

B 5 exDoTe 
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at no confiderable diftance, are the winding 
coafts of Caramania, formerly Cilicia; 
thofe of Egypt, more remote, face it to the 
fouth, and the ihores of St Aia, on which the 
Mediterranean flops, lies not far from it 
to the weft t ; the ancients even thought that 
it had made a part of that country, and that 
one of thofe violent commotions of the globe, 
which we find at very diftant periods in the 
hiftory of ages, had thence detached it, as 
Stcily from Italy, and feveral other iilands 
from different parj^ of the continent;- 

No place in the world has, perhaps, received 
more names tlian this ifland. Pliny gives an 
enumeration of them, and he does not quote 
them all:{;. They have exercifed, with more 
or lefs fuccefs, the fluctuating art of etymo- 
logiils. It is not, for example, a very happy 
conjefture to have afcribed the derivation of 

expofe xnyfelf to tirefome repetitions to adhere fcrupulouily 
to the itinerary ; I therefore defcribe objedls as they prefent 
themfelves^ and in the order which they occupy on the 
Chart,, forxbe purpofe of difFufing greater perfpicuity in 
the narration, and of not compelling the reader to tread 
back his fteps repeatedly, as I fre<|uently did myfelf. 

t The Ifland of Cyprus is fituated in latitude 35^ north, 
and longitude 33'' eail from th« meridian of Greenwicbm 

I Hill. Nat. ]ihi v. cap. 31. 

the 
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the name of .Ci^fiA^Tis or CBRisrUy Horn 
lfl^4f ^ ^^^ \^^V^ having been formerly 
inlmjb^ed by, home4 men^ who have never 
exiited apy ly^ieEe ; while it was more natural 
to imagine that this denjomination arofe from 
the multitude of narrow capes or points by 
whic|^ its coailsi ar<s furrounded, and which 
bear fome refepibl^nce to long hor^s proje^* 
ing into the fefi. 

The ancieat Greeks were more generally 
acquainted with the Ii}and of Cyprus by the 
name of Kvpros ; q,qd that of Kvpris^ which 
thpy gave to Venus, indipated that the wor- 
ihip of that goddefshad come to them from 
this pl?ce. E^tymologifts are not agreed as to 
the origin qf this word Kupbos. Some affirm 
thfit it is t\\^ nam^ of a hero;; but this hero 
is unknowp in t!)e annals of antiquity. Some 
are of opinioi^ tji^^t the abundance and the 
beauty of the copper which this land contains^ 
\n its bofom, has occaiioned to be given to it 
the name of a metal, which, being found 
formerly in metallic maffes, and lefs difficult 
tolnelt than iron, was employed, long before, 
for fabricating weapons and implements of 
agriculture*. Others, in ihort, difcover the 

• Hiftoire Nalurelle des MinerauXf par Bupfon> article 
atkn^e. FoL is, pagt 224. SoNNi2fi*t edition, 

D 4 origm 
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Origin of Kupros ih fhe name of a ihrub, 
celebrated by the ancients, much in ufc ftill 
among the modern Orientals/ and in which 
the Ifland of Cyprus carried on a confider- 
able traffic. 

This tall ilirub, which the Hebrews called 
kopher, and the Greeks kupros j is the henniy 
or hanna of the Arabs, and the kannd of the 
Turks*. It embellifhes and perfumes with 
its bloffoms the gardens of the Ifland of Cy- 
t>Bus, like thofe of Lowcr Egypt. Its 
flowers, whofe tender and delicatd fliades have 
fo much analogy to the foft and animated 
tints of beauty, form, as heretofore, its mod 
^fual and moft efteemed bouquet. The women 
Hill delight to adorn themfelves with it, and 
place it in their bofomf; the powder of its 
leaves, dried, alfo ferves them to dye with a 
durable bright orange colour all their nails, 
as well as the palm of their hands and the 
fole bf their feet. This is a general cuftom in . 

* Lanvfdnia hurmis ^ foliis fihfejjiliiui ^VMtis, utrimquiMCtitis, 
LiK N . Syfl. Nat. octrandr. monogyn. I have given, in die 
greatef^ deuil, the hiftory, defcripdon, and .figure of this 
chjlfrciing ihrub, in my TraviU in Ufftr and Lowir Egjft» 
vol. i. page 292, and following. 

t SohmanU Song, chap. i. v. 13 and 14. 

Turkey, 
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TiRKEYj Btid in feveral other countries of 
the East;' it originates, according to every 
appearance, from the afl;ringent quality of the 
henn^ calculated for checking on thofe parts 
of the body the perfpiration more copious, and 
at the fame time more inconvenient and more 
dtfagreeable than elfewhere, in thefe hot cli- 
mates. It is not eafy to accouAt in like man-* 
ner for the practice of alfo colouring the nails, 
on which a folid coat, of a reddifh dye, does 
not replace 'with advantage tY^ pale rofe co- 
, lour that is' natuml to them. It is, perhaps, 
to make the extremity of the fingers match 
with the under part of the hands and feet, 
which a bright and deep tint would throw out 
in too abrupt a manner, did not fome fur- 
rounding parts foften the tone by partaking 
of it ; unlefs we prefer faying that the women 
of all countries have moft frequently fpoiled 
the gifts which they have received from Na- 
ture, even by the pains that they have taken 
to prefer\'e or improve them. Beauty is a 
delicate flower, whofe luftre is tranfient ; re- 
lentlefs time undermines and deftroys it ; and 

M 

to endeavour, by means foreign to Nature, to 
avoid or delay an end which Love laments^ 
but for which the qualities of the heart and 
the chajrms of the mind confole and indem* 

nify, 



42 : Tl^AVfttS IH . 

m 

%ify, is, o^ the <^oiiti*9.ryi tohaftca it, Whd 
^ver thought of loa,diing flower* with the coarfe 
mixture of ouf colours? AnA ^hat pencil 
would dare to add any tint to the carnation 
of the rofe, the velvet down of the amaranthus^* 
or the paie gold of the clufters of the henn^ ? 
. Of all the ajQcient names of the Ifland of 
Cyprus, thai which we love to recall to 
TDtnd, although . it forms a flrange contraA 
with its prefent fituatioB, is MacariAj the 
Fortunate I/land^ For this name it was in- 
dehted to the fertility of iti foil, the mildnefs 
9f its climate, the inexpreifible beauty of its 
plains, and the richnefs of its productions. 
Jhe imagination of the poets lent new charms 
tQ this profufion of the gifts of Nature ; they 
made it the cradle of the mother of the Loves ; 
they conftcrated this agreeabje idea, by the 
pame of Cytherea^ and embelliilied it with 
all the charms of the moft delightful defcrip-* 
tionS) with graceful fcenes of tendernefs and 
voluptuous enjoyment- 
Over this theatre^ in former tinies confe- 
f!rated to happinefs, to the arts, and to plea- 
fure, at this day reign barbarians, who have 
transformed it into an abode of deftrudion 
f^nd flavery. Superb edifices, elegant temples, 
wb^r^. the mod beautiful, as well as the moft 

amiable 
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amiable of diyinities was adored on altars fur^ 
rauoded by the' fwee tell aad inbil voluptuous 
birds, living emblems of love and fidelity, now 
cover and fadden, with their fcattered remains^ 
places of which they conilituted the ornament 
and glory ; and the Turks confume even the 
vety ruins, which they ilili mutilate, in order 
to. employ the fragments for common and 
profane purpofes. Here, where the Graces 
reigned, at this day commands an old mofalem 
or governor, who fcares them. Under a de- 
firtt6live government, agriculture has ceafed 
to enrich with her treafures beautiful plains ; 
and the fplendour of an ifland, formerly for^ 
tunate^ has vaniihed. 

The riches which it contains in its bofom 
ar« more deeply buried by defpotifm than by 
the earth with which they are covered. AH 
borings all fearch after mines, is ftriftly pro^ 
iiit^ted ; and copper, formerly fo abundant in 
the iflanc^ that the ancients likewife diflin- 
guifhed it by the epithet of ^rosa^ Copper 
J/Iandj remaii^ ufelds in the bowels of the 
nountaitts that contain it, as well as zinc^ 
tin,, iron, and other minerab which rendered 
it famoua.} • 

« 

Should the Ifland of Cyprus one day pafs 
ihiid'this (lateof oppreflTion to'a political fitu* 

5 ation 
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ation more mild and more favourable to its 
commerce and induftry, we Ihall then fearch 
after all thefe mineral riches, and the working 
of them will powerfully contribute to revive 
the ancient fplendour of the countV'y in which 
they are contained ; and as changes, fo de- 
firable, are, perhaps, not very remote^ or at 
lead I love to indulge the hope, it will not 
be ufelefs to enter here into a few details re* 
ipe6ting the nature of thefe fubterraneous 
treafures. 

Gold, the end and motive of almoft all hu- 
man a6lions, and which corruption, cver-in- 
creaiing, will long render the obje6k of the 
warmeft wifhes and ardent wants of the greater 
number, was, as I have faid, found in mines 
in the Ifland of Cyprus ; but they have been 
for ages abandoned, and tradition can fcarcely 
affign the places where they were found. \Vc 
mud not take in a literal fenfe, nor above all 
refer to our age, a paflage of Dapper, who, 
in his delbription of the iflands of the Ar* 
€HiP£LAGO, page 52, aflerts that there is in 
the middle of the ifland, near the town of 
Nicosia, as well as in the environs of Cheu- 
socco, mines of gold, where workmen are al« 
mod continually employed. 

Thcfc 
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.Thefe indications, which Dapper publilhed 
in 1703, are extrafted froo) another defcription 
of the iflands of the Archipelago, printed 
in 1610, the author of which, Thomas Pob- 
CACHi, had taken them fron) the ancient 
writers. Not that, in faft, the gold mines 
were not in .the environs of Chrusocco, a 
village near the gulf of that name, which 
occupies the place of Acamantis, an aricient 
town, one of the moft confaderable of the 
iiland; fome were known too in the vicinity 
of Tamassus, M'here ftands the modern Fa- 
MAGusTA, and, at the foot of Mount Olym- 
pus, in a dillrick celebrated for its wines ; but 
the tpaces of ancient works have there difap- 
peared, and the veins of a precious metal wait, 
in order to be difcovered and followed anew, 
the return of a prqtefting government, which 
regards not as crimes the ftrenuous efforts of 
Jnduftry- towards ufeful fpeculations, and to 
which are attached public profperily and the 
affluence of individuals, - 

Bi|t fearching, which would attain with ftill 
jgreater certainty thefe two objeAs, that are 
t^e conftant. a.im of every government anxi- 
ous to prefer ve the eftcem of nations and its 
own exiftepge,. would be that which would 
tend to recover the copper mines, formerly 

fo 
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fo abundant and fo renowned. It i^ particu- 
larly in the territory occupied by a famous 
city of antiquity, Amathus, thefite pf which 
18 at prefent occupied by the ancient Li mas- 
sol, that the refearches ought* to be direfted; 
it is in this diftrift, where thofe metals 
^ abound*, that we ihould again difcover that 
beautiful primitive copper, which Nature her- 
felf has purified, and elaborated in large maffes, 
in order to deliver it quite prepared to human 
induftry, and which no longer exifts in the 
exhaufted mines of the Old Continent. The 
copper of Cyprus was, in ancient times, the 
fined in the world, and its rich and primordial 
mines furniflied the firft blocks of that metal, 
which were brought into ufe. It was princi- 
pally fought for the purpofeof compofing that 
famous Corinthian brafs, a precious mixture 
of copper, gold, and filver, the proportions of 
which are unkno\vn to us, and which was in 
great efteem among the Greeks. 

The fpecies of natural vitriol, the blue or 
azure vitriol, which ftill retains the name of 
Cyprus tHtriol^ was found in abundance in 
the copper mines of which I have juft fpoken. 

* GraviJamque Amathunt a metallise has Ovid faid in his 
Mefiamorphofes* 

• ' The 



The ancient IfiittASSus fiirtiiftied a great 
quantity of it ; but the beft was drawn from 
the diftrifl of CAeusocco, the vitriol ftUBei 
of which were ffill WDrked td>('ards'the«nd bf 
the feventeenth century. • ' 

The iron mines lie fcattered^ aiid in a Quan- 
tity fufficiently large to fujiply the waiife rtf 
(he Cypriots and the trade Of the il^ighbc^i^ 
ing countries. ; : : j 

In the rocks is alfo found a vefy fine rock*- 
ciyftal, which is called the Baffa di^Anemif^ 
beeaufe it is procured from the environ s- of 
fiA#FA, a barbarous word, which has taken 
the j[>lace of that of Pa1»hos. Thie ihountaini 
in tfte vicinity off Cape Cromachiti and of 
Cfifpe-ALEXANi)RftTt A likewifc contain fome. 
Hhe bowels of the high mountains contain 
othfer riches lefe important than metallic n^ines; 
%^ecaufe they are ufefnl to luxury alone. Thefe 
ate emeralds, amethyfts, peridots, opals, 8cc\ 
TheScythian jafper was reputed the beft among 
the ancients; next came the Cyprian, and 
lailly, theEgyptian. The river Pedic us, which 
tabes its foiirce in the mountains at no great 
difiance from Nicosia, rolls down, with its 
Ifetopid waters, fragments of very fine red 

JJbeJios, 
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A^/beJioSy or tbe ipcombuftifole flax of the 
ancients, is ftill as plentiful as- it was formerly ; 
the quarry which furniilies it is in the moun- 
tain of AcAMANTis^ near Cape Chkoma- 

CHTTt. 

Talc is common, efpecially near Larnica, 
where it is employed for white- wafliing houfes; 
and there, are numerous quarries of plafter. 
Thofe of marble afford it in abundance for 
building. But at prefent there are fcarcely 
worl^^d any of thofe, which yield npne but a 
common white marble, of little conililence. 

Of all the treafures whicb the earth con- 
ceals, the Turk, who knows only how to de- 
folate it, allows not the unfortunate iflanders 
any trade but in .yejlqw ochre,^ u?pl>er, and 
terre verity fubftanees common in Cyprus, • 
and which are employed in coarfe painting. • ^ 
- To the mineral fubftaapes, the exportatioR 
of which is ftill permitted, w^i muft add mar 
rine fait, which, under tbcr domination of the 
princes of Europe, . was the fource of. con- 
fiderable revenues. The great lake, or fait- 
marfh, in which it is formed, near the haq^f^ 
of the Salterns, was, in foroier times, tl(^ee 
leagues in circu^nferencp, ; but Uie e^^portat^^ 
of fait having fucceflively diminiflied, th€,J^Jjje 

has 
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has been partly drained and cultivated; fo. 
that the fea and rain-^ waters are fcarcely aaj" 
longer collefted there but on a fpacc of a 
league in circuit. The heat of a burning fun 
accelerates the evaporation of thefe waters, 
and leaves expofed a thick craft of fait, 
M'hich is gathered in the month of September, 
that IS, before the rainy feafon, and is then 
heaped up in pyramids. Thefe heaps of fait, 
in the end, acquire confiftence and harden 
in the air; they even refift the winter raitis, 
and, in the fpring, are loaded on board fmall 
veffels, which convey them to the neighbour- 
ing coafts. The government farms out thefe 
natural falterns for a year only ; and, agree- 
ably to the plan of difcouragement which it. 
has marked out for itfelf, it clogs with a thou- 
i^d iliackles the extradion and the fale. 
Accordingly there exifts no proportion be- 
tw^n what the falterns produced formerly 
and . what they yield at the prefent day : a 
few of the country barks fuffice for the con- 
veyance of the quantity which enters into the 
export-trdde ; whereas the Venetians annually 
formed of it the cargo of feventy large fliips. 
If the choked-up canals, which form the com- 
munication between the , lake and the fea> 
were re-e(lablilhed, the water would cover 
vot. I. Z the 
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the fame extent of ground that it occupied 
before, and the lake of the falterns would 
again become one of the niofl important 
branches of the trade and revenues of the 
ifland. . 

What the bowels of the earth contain in 
riches, is not more than what its furface may 
yield. The brefents of agriculture are not 
here lefs numerous nor lefs brilliant than the 
Ids valuable treafures of mineralogy; but 
both are equally a prey to the brutal combi- 
Bations of ignorance and barbarifm. The 
produce of a languiihing culture affords the 
remembrance and the meafure of the fertility 
of which a foil favoured by nature is fufcep- 
ttble, when the heavy and burning hand of 
Tyranny does not fucceed in drying it up. 

Olive-trees are much lefs common here than 
in paft times. Their fruits no longer furniih 
futiicient oil for the fupply of the inhabitants, 
and what remains of them feems to exift 
only to atteft tiiat olive-oil formed in Croups 
a very coniiderable branch of commerce. 
Immenfe refer voirs, in the form of ciAeftis^ 
and coated Math an impenetrable cement, ftill 
fubiiil in the environs of Larnica. Oil was 
preferved in thefe, .and, to fill them, a prodi- 
gious quantity was required. The foil is fo 
5 - favourable 
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favourable to oliye-treesy that fome are Iben 
here of fuch a fize that tw^o men, with out- 
ftretched arms, would find it difficult to 
fpan their circumference. Thefe fine trees^ 
whigh, in fome places, are planted with or^ 
der and fymmetry, are a proof of the anti- 
quity of a culture which cannot be too much 
encouraged in climates that are fuitable to it, 
as well on account of the great confumption 
which domefi:ic economy and the art3 make 
of olive-oil, as of the loffes which the feverc 
winters of thefe latter years have ocg^oned 
in our plantations. 

Mulberry-trees ftill form fmall woods in 
certain quarters of the iiland ; but their cul- 
ture is abandoned in feveral, although it is 
the moft eafy of all, fince it requires only to 
condu6l water to the foot of each tree, in or- 
der to cool it during the burning heats of 
the fummer. Here the bad cuftom obtains 
of lopping off the branches of thefe trees for 
the purpofe of giving their leaves to the filk- 
worm, the rearing .of which is attended with 
fewer inconveniences than elfewherc, under 
a iky which, in the feafon of gathering them, 
experiences no variations. Tlie filk-trade, al-. 
though lefs flouriihing than it was before the 
.'nvafion of the Turks, is, neverthejels, ftill 

E 2 of 
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of fome importance. It is at Famagusta 
that the market of this commodity is held, 
and there, are annually fold about twenty 
thoufand bales, of three hundred pounds each. 
In this quantity is white filk, gold yellow, 
fulphur yellow, and laftly orange-coloured* 
The flofs is likewifc thrown into trade, and,' 
like the fiilk itfelf, it is difpatched to the 
ports of Turkey and Europe. 

,A tree lefe valuable, but which not with- 
{landing is of good produce, covers with its 
/hade feveral diftri6te, and bears fruits which 
furnilh a particular trade : this is the carob 
or St*. John's bread tree, common alfo in 
other countries whofe temperature is mild, 
fuch.as Spain, the fouth of France, Italy, 
and particularly the kingdom of Naples. 
In the ports of Cyprus, veflels load the 
long, thick pods which this tree produces, 
and carry them to Syria and Alexandria. 
In the latter port, I have feen feveral veffel* 
arrive, whofe cargo coniiftcd folely of this* 
fpecies of fruit; whence an idea may be . 
formed of the quantity confumed of it by 
the /inhabitants of Egypt. They eat the 
fucculent pulp which the pods contain, with 
hard and flat feeds; with them, it likewife* 
fupplies the place of fugar and honey, and 

they 
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titey employ it in preferving other fruits. 
This pulp has the tafte of that of cafTia, and 
the honied, but infipid and {lightly naufeoua 
flavour of manna. The environs of Limassol 
are planted "with a great quantity of carob-. 
trees, and it is more particularly in this 
harbour that the cargoes of their pods arc 
ihipped. 

This fmit, known under the name of St. 
John's bread, and which the Greeks call 
keraka, bad as it is, is not, on that account^ 
lefe an article of food for the people of Egypt 
and Barbary, where the tree itfelf is not 
unknown. The Arabs call it karoub or kar* 
noub. In Evrope, in places where it is at a 
low price, the poor likqwife live on it. It is 
alfo given as food to mules and cattle, which 
the ufe of it fattens. Laftly, the wood of the 
carob-tree being very hard, and confequently 
proper to be ufed in different works, we 
cannot but regret that this ferviceable tree, 
by not thriving in our more northern re- 
gions, fhould not there add to the refources 
of the arts and of rural ecopomy. 

In the time of tlie ancient Romans, the 
carob-trce was already very plentiful in Ita- 
ly. The fruit, which was c^WtAJiliqm^ ferved 
as a weight; it required fix pods to make a 

E 3 fcruple; 
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fcruple ; and is the pound was compofed of 
two hundred and eighty-eight fcruples, it 
alfo required one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighty-eight pods to make its weight *. 
It may eafily be conceived that this manner 
of weighing, which could ferve only for 
coarfe jirticles of little value^ was not likely 
to be very exad. 

Moft of the plains, of which cotton cpri- 
ftituted the richnefs, ftill preferve fome' traces 
of that culture; but it is there no more than 
a feeble image of what it was formerly. The 
whole ifland now affords to commerce but 
about three thoufand bales of cotton ; whereas, 
under the government of the Venetians, the 
annual quantity of thefe bales amounted to 
thirty thoufandf. Cypeds cotton is the moft 
efteemed, as the fineft of all the Levant; it 
is fold too at a higher price. It is not fo fine 
in the moft fouthern iflands of the Archi- 
PELAOo; that of Smyrna is ftill inferior. 

^ See in tlie Mimdres di PAcadkiM da Billu-Littres, 
vol. zxviii. page 65 3> year 1757* the diflerudon of M. 
DupuiSj on the Hate of the Roman coin» itc. Thit 
profound fcholar demonftrates thai Scaliokr is miibken 
10 taking the jUij$ia of thtf Romans for the fruit of the 
coriiil-tree. 

f The bale of cotton commonly weighs three hundred 
weight. 

In 
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In ihort, the cotton produced in the envi- 
rons of Sa^onica is yet worfe than that of 
Smtrna; fo that the more we advance to- 
wards the norths the more this article, fo 
Valuable in manufa6lures, lofes in quality. 

It would therefore be a ufelefs attempt, and 
prejudicial even to the interefts of the cul- 
tivator, to endeavour to introduce into the 
fouth of France the culture of the cotton- 
plant, as has been propofed by fome perfons, 
feduced by little trials which atteft rather the 
taile and curiofity of the amateur, than the 
fpeculations of the hujfbandman*. And ihould 
we ever fucceed in cultivating on a large 

* A few plants of fine cotton-trees, on which the de» 
licate attentions of luxurious culture have been lavifhed» 
and which have yielded choice cotton, are far from fur- 
niihing a fufficient proof of fuch a fuccefs, when we are 
fpeaking of large plantations, which, to be profitable, 
onght to reqaire only the fimple proceedings of copmon 
cultare. I am acquainted with a learned and eftimable 
cultivator of the department of Lances, who has fucceeded 
in raiiing, even in the open ground, ibme cotton-trees, 
from which he has obtained tolerably ^ne cotton : I 
myfelf have had fome under layers and onder glaffes, 
in one of oar northern departments, that of La Meurtbg ; 
but from thcfe trials, gratifying to curiofity, it, doubtlefs, 
will not be concluded that cotton is to thrive at Landts^ 
and flill lefs on the banks of La Meurtbe. 

E 4 fcale, 



56 TRAVELS IK 

fcale, and with any fuccefs, the cotton-plant 
in thefe fame countries of France, preca- 
rious crops of bad quality could not in- 
demnify us for the expenfes of raifing it, nor 
exempt us from going up the Levant to l^ok 
for cottons more abundant and of a fuperior 
quality, that is, whiter, finer, and more 
filky. 

The cotton-tree cultivated in the East is 
that which is called the annual cotton-tree, 
or cotton-plant \^ in order to diftinguifli it 
from that of the colonial plantations in the 
West Indiejs, which is the cotton-tree^. On 
a field, well prepared and turned up, are 
marked furrows, in which are planted, at 

certain cjiftances, a few feeds of the cotton- 

J* 

tree, much the fame as is prafilifed with refpeft 
to maize. It is in the month of April that 
thefe fowings are made in Cyprus; as foon 
zs the plants are above ground, thofe which 
are too weak are pulled up, and the ftrongeft 
only are left. They are weeded, and the earth 
about them is loofened in the courfe of the 
fummer; their pods ripen towards the month 
of Odober, and the filky down which they 

t Go0pium herlaceum* Linn. 
% t GoUyfium arhortutn* Linn. 

afford 
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afford is then feparated from, the feeds that 
it furrounds. 

The humidity of the atmofpliere, rains of 
long duration, or too frequent, are equally 
unfavourable to the cotton-tree. A ftrong 
heat is very fuitable to it ; this promotes the 
dazzling whitenefs of the down, and con- 
tributes to the finenefs and fubdance of the 
filk. The impetuous north winds are a fcourge 
to this plantation, particularly at the period 
of flowering ; the fruits mifcariy, and the 
crop, alnioft totally loft, difappoints the hope 
of the cultivator as well as that of the trader. 

At the time when the Venetians poffeffed 
the Ifland of Cyprus, they had made there 
large plantations of fugar-canes, M'hich fuc- 
ceedcd as well as in Egypt, in the beft dif- 
tri6ls of the ifland, like that of Pisco pi a, on 
the road from IjIMassol to Baffa, where 
the beft cotton in the country alfo grows, 
and near Lasca, in the gulf of Pantaia. 
Proper buildings were ereded on the fame 
fpots for refining the fugar, and it may be 
conceived what advantages would have been 
derived from thefe plantations, and thefe 
fugar*refineries, in a fituat?on fo near Eu- 

IIOPS. 

But 
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But a ftem barbarian, with fire and fword 
in hand, advanced as an exterminator of all 
property, and proud of annihilating every 
trace of ameliorations, which were in his eyes 
the work of infidels, he caufed to be burnt 
with the fugar-houfes, thofe rich plantations, 
and thus devoted to fterility yafi: plains, def-r 
tined to give frefli aftivity to indufiry and na- 
tional profperity. Such a rage has produced 
all the effeGt that, the demon of deftrudiion 
inight expe6L Since that difaftrous epoch, 
the inhabitants, perfecuted on eveiy fide, 
haVe taken care not to refume a kind of 
culture which would have been for them only 
a pretext for frefh exa£lions on the part of 
their oppreifors, and they have not ventured 
to caufe the fugar-canes to revive from their 

afiies. But we are, ncverthelfefs, certain that 

» 

they were cultivated with fuccefs in Cyprus; 
and when the ifland fiiall pais into hands 
more worthy of poifefiing it, thofe valuable 
feeds will cover again plains whofe richnefs 
they have already conflituted. 

It would not even be impoiTible, nor per- 
haps very difficult, although it has not yet 
been attempted, to inCreafe the agricultural 
riches of the plains of Cyprus, by making, 

near 
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near, the fields of fugar-canes, another kind of 
plantation, which, mod commonly) accom- 
panies them, as their produce is mixed in 
the ufe that we make of it, I mean the cul- 
ture of the coffee-tree. The foil of the ifland 
affords^ in feveral points, places ' favourable 
to the vegetation of this flirub ; the heat of 
thefe fpots is no lefs llrong than in the coun- 
try, not far diftant, where the fruit of the 
coflfee-tree acquires more perfume ; and I am 
perfuaded that effays of this nature, dire6ted 
with intelligence, would be crowned with 
complete fuccefs. They have, it is faid, al- 
ready been attempted in vain in a more 
fbuthern country, and which has more ana- 
logy to that of Yemen. But Maillet, who 
aflures us that the coffee-tree could not thrive 
in Egypt*, gives no detail refpecling the 
foil which was chofen for thefe experiments, 
its expofure, nor the acceffories of its fitua- 
tion ; and, notwithftanding this teftimony, I 
am perfuaded, as I have already expreffed in 
my Travels iNEGYPTf, that trials, better 
combined, would infure to that country the 
culture of the coffee-tree. And circumfiances 

* DeJfriftiwdtPBgjpti, 4to. part ii. page 13* 
t Vol. ii. page 26^. 

lead 
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lead me to prefume that it would fucceed 
equally well in the Ifltand of Cyprus. 

Here every thing attefts the goodnefs of 
the foil. The/ gardens are full of pot-herbs 
of a very good quality; cauliflowers, in par- 

, ticular, are excellent; and the quantity of 
vegetables is fulTiciently great for Ihips to lay 
in a (lock, and even carry fome to countries 
lefs fertile. Thefe fame gardens are brilliant 
from the luftre of various forts of flowers ; 
and aromatic plants there ditFufe afar their 
ftrong and fweet odour. Orange-treeg, lemon* 
trees, pomegranate and other fruit trees, ftill 
form groves round the habitations ; the greatei: 

, part never lofe their vernal garb ; the greater 
part too are covered with odoriferous flowers, 

• and with thefe the henn6 blends the perfume 
of its clufters. Under bahny and filent bowers, 
in which waters, brought by fubterraneou* 
coiiduits, maint;Hn verdure and coolnefs, wc 
fliould love to recall to mind that the goddefs 
of the ifland confecrated them to her fwectcft 
myfteries, could the enjoyments of the heart 
exift in places furrounded by the veftiges of 
deftruftion, and which give birth to afflifting 
recolle6tions. 

In all the fpots which ftupid tyranny has 
not condemned to barren nakednefs, various 

fpecies 
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fpccies of corn yield abundant harvefts ; but 
the fpaces that they occupy are very cir- 
cumfcribed, if we compare them to the plains 
which they have covered, and which now pre- 
fent only the livery of negleft and wretched- 
nefs. Wheat and barley were one of the 
principal articles of exportation; at this day 
they fcarcely fuffice for the fubfiftence of the 
population of the ifland, even when they 
efcape another fcourge, formidable from the 
quantity, really prodigious, rather than from 
the ftrength -of its elements. Thoufands of 
myriads of grafshoppers come fometimes in 
thick clouds, and dart on the fields, ready 
to yield to the cultivator the exchange of his 
labours and tolls. Fire is lefs quick: in a few 
moiDents the ftalks of the plants are laid down 
and cut in pieces, the ears devoured, the crops, 
deftroyed, and the fields defolated. . ' 

Tliefe ravages are not confined to the bajf-j 
veils ; the grafshoppers alfo ftrip the mulberry- 
tree of its leaves, and thus they confign to 
death the valuable infe6l which feeds on 
them ; other ufeful plants become their prey. 
On their approach all verdure difappears, 
and they even gnaw the very bark of the 

trees, ' . 
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It is to this fatal combination of the op* 
preffion of the government, and of the ac- 
cidental, but unfortunately too often repeated 
marks of the anger of Nature, that we muft 
attribute the ftate of languor, and the ahnoft 
total decay of the agriculture of Cyprus. 

Endeavours have been made to explain 
how infefts, winged indeed, but little capa- 
ble of a flight of long duration, could appear 
all at once, like a devaftating dorm, on lands s 
furrounded by the fea. Natuialifts have ima- 
gined that grafshoppers, incapable of croffing 
a large fpace of fea, repaired to Ctprus 
with the veflels from Syria, in which they 
kept themfelves concealed during the voy- 
age*; but it would be difficult, on this hy- 
potheiis, to explain the fudden appearance 
of thefe living clouds in certain years, while 
in others none of them are to be feen. On 
the other hand, muft not navigators per- 
ceive this prodigious multitude of ftrangers; 
and could it be fuppofed that they would 
confent to carry them obligingly into coun- 
tries where fcarcity and defolation would 

* Has5El<^jitz^ yiyage dans U Levwt» publiflied by C. 
LitmstuM^ and tranflated from the German, by M***, part 
ii, page 176. Letter to M. Lirm^nts, dated from Smyrna, 
a9th Attgttfi, i75i« 
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land with them? Befides, there ia a certain 
fa£^ which removes the idea of grafshoppers 
getting on Clipboard ; this is, that the iea^ 
ihores, on the coaft of Cyprus, are fome* 
times covered, and }nfe6ied to a great difianofe; 
with their dead bodies floating on the furfaoe 
of the waters, and thefe vail wrecks imply a 
paflage more perilous than a voyage on board 
ihip. It cannot therefore be doubted that . 
thefe fwarms of grafshoppers arrive from the 
continent, where, according to the opinion 
of M. Hasselquitz, they muft be formed 
in the midft of the deferfs of Arabia^ 
whence they depart, fupported and ii][ipeUed 
by the winds. 

The mpft eaftem point of the Ifland of 
Cyprus, Cape Sant Andrea, being fcarcely 
diftant from the coaft of Syria more than 
ffom twenty to twenty-five leagues, a gale of 
win^^ay eafily carry thither light infeds^ 
which affiii themfdves with their wings, and 
poifefs much ftrength and agility. It is 
pofitively known that roving grafshoppers 
have croifed feas wider than this ftrait M. 
NiBBUHR mentions, that in the month of 
November, 1762, a prodigious quantity of 
grafshoppers fell in the environs of Dsjidda^ 
a town of Arabia, on the borders of the 

Red 
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Red Se.a, after having crofied that fea^ 
which, in this place, is upwards of fifty 
leagues in width ; a great many perifhed, in^ 
dedd, in the palfage; which did not prevent 
tfaatreft from fpieading Ihemfelves over the 
fields in inconceivahle numberd*. I have 
myfelf feen grafehoppers alight on a veffel, in 
a voyage along the weft coaft of Africa, 
abreaft of Cape Blanco, and out of fight of 
all land; We could not imagine that thefe 
infers had come on board with us; they 
arrived from the eaft, and were of a fpecies 
unknown in Feance; every part of them 
was of a pale yellow, or filemot colour. They 
who do not content themfelves with ftudy- 
ing, Nature in books or in colledions,. and 
who vifit with fome attention the immenfe 
galleries which ihe has herfelf arranged with 
admirable order, for the purpofe of making 
them an eternal Ikibjed of. contemji^^ion, 
thej^, I fay, may have . remarked that the 
large green-grafshopper of our meadows raifes 
itfelf with rapidity to a height fomewhat 
confiderable, and fupports itfelf for fome time 
in the air, when the weather is warm, the fky , 

* Di/cription de rArahie, French edition 4to> vol. i. pag« 
148 and following. 
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ierene, stud the atxnofptfere free from humidity ; 
from this we may judge^ that the wandering 
fpecieSj probably inore vigorous^ as well as 
more accuflomed to travelling, may, lu warm 
and dry climates, undertake long paflages in 
clofe columns, and, favoured by the winds, 
venture to crofs gulfs and (traits* 

And the frightful havock of thefe number- 
leis phalanxes of devouring infects is not al« 
ways confined to the fertile plains of the East ; 
they are feen, more rarely it is true, but with 
the fame fuiy, to ftrip the fields of more wef- 
tern countries of their harvefts, of their ver- 
dur£, to change in an inftant the rich and 
fmiling carpet of fecundity into a hideous 
fcene of nakednefs and devaftation ; and^ after 
having deprived the earth of her drefs, men of 
the fruit of their labours and of their means 
of fubfiflence, to finiih by infecting the air with 
their carcafes heaped up, and by fpreading 
contagion and death. Who knows whether 
this be not one of the principal caufes of the 
melancholy and cruel permanence of the 
plague in the East ? 

France herfelf has not been exempt from 
the misfortunes produced by thefe prodigious 
and formidable bodies, carrying in their train 
conilemation and want. In the year 1784, 

vot. I. F a vaft 
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a vaft IVartn bf thefe inlfeite, coming from the 
feaft, dioflfed ipRAHtE, devoured every thing 
on their paflage, and fell into the Britifli chftn- 
titl. Mezerai mentions with great detail 
ihother itmption of grafshoppers, which de- 
prived the fouth of Fhance of itt hatvefts, 
of its vegetables, and of its trefcfil. That 
hiflorian informs us, " that the grafshoppers 
which efcaped from the birds, depofited .fuch 
a quantity of eggs on the ground, particularly 
ill the feindy fpots, that it wis thought ne^ 
ceflkry to caufe them to be picked up in ordef 
to deftroy them. They were found in heaps; 
and in ,this manner were coUefted upwards of 
three thoufand quintals, which were burnt or 
thrown into the.RHONE. On calculating the 
number of infefts that were to be hatched by 
thefe malFes of eggs, it was found, by a very 
low eftimate* that there was one million feven 
hundred and fifty thoufand to the quintal, 
which might give, for the total, five hundred 
and fifty thoufand millions of grafshopper'ls 
eggs, that would have been hatched the fol- 
lowing year. On other occalions a reward waft 
fet on grafshoppers ; in 1767, tv/o Jbus a pound 
-^ere paid for them in fome parts of Langue- 
Doc; in 1787, only one Jou was given; and 
yet it wis. known, by the examination of the 

accounts 
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accounts of the-titfle community of SAiKt 
Git LBS, that e!ev^ntle5r t^velv^ hundred quin- 
tals of tiiem had beftii deftroyed oh its terri- 
tory alone**. ^ 

In the Iflahd of ^G^n^jrtus they alfo gather 
madder, which iiithe Levaitt is called o/i- 
%ary^ and with which cottons are there dyed 
red; coloquihtida, T^th which fevetal fields 
are covered alfnoft without culture; opium, 
which is cultivated at the foot of Mount 
Olympus, and is purified and packed up at 
Nicosia, 'a»d' a few other articles of left 
importance* THe fandy foil of Cape Cfto- 
maChiti is covered with foda, which is burnt 
in fummer in order to fend the aflies to Eu- 
rope, where it is employed in foap-manufac* 
tories. The forefts afford very fine wood for 
building and planks ; thence are likewife drawn 
tar and pitch, and the turpentine of Cyprus 
is more efteemed than that of any other 
country. 

• Flocks that might be more numerous, af- 
ford to commerce a tolerably large quantity of 
wool which paffed into Italy *and France. 

* 

* See the Votict dei InfiBeM ^ la France reputes venhileuxi 
par M. AMOUiLBvx//r> meMcin dtMuupelier, 1789^ intro* 
dudion, page 122 ^ad following. 

1 9 An 



68 TRAVELS IN 

An important obfervatioft on the fubje£fc of 
the conveyance, of wool,, is not to fhip that 
which may have eontjibfted any humidity, 
becaufe it then becomes heated, catches fire,, 
and fets the vefliel in fl^f^es. The fame pre- 
caution is indifpenfablef for- the loading of 
madder; this root, in order to avoid the fame 
danger, ought not to be packed up but dry 
and perfeftty exempt from all moifture. 

One of the. produftions which the Cypriots 
rear with the greateft attention, and wj^ich has^ 
UQt ceafed to be to them an advafitageous 
brajDch of trade, although like every other it 
has felt the violence and want of reflexion of 
the government, is the famous wine which 
is yielded them by vjnes with twiiling and 
creeping items, and large and delicious fruit. 
The beft vines, a natural temple, dear to Bac- 
chus, whence flows this yeUowifhi rich, and 
perfumed wine, which conilitutes the delight 
and luxury of our tables, occupy a diftrift 
called the Commandery^ becaufe it made a 
part of. the great commandery of the Templars 
and of the Knights of Malta. It is com- 
prifed between Mount Olympus and the towns 
of LiMAssoL and Paphos; Although all the 
wines of Cyprus come not from this diftriA, 
they do not the lefs, on that account, bear, 

in 
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in trade, the name of wines of the com- 
mandery, in order to enliance their value. 
Under that name is found fome veiy common, 
and at a very low price. I have purchafed 
at Alexandria fome of this pretended wine 
of the commandery, at ten parats, or a little 
more than twelve y&w* the dame-jeanne^; it 
was new, very light, and had no refemblance 
in point of flavour to the diftinguiihed CtprO S 
wine. From all parts of the ifland the wines 
are coUeAed at Larnica, where they are kept 
till they are fliipped ; but they want age in 
order to acquire the excellent qualities which 
caufe them to be fo much in requeft. The 
Greeks of Cyprus, from a very ancient cuf- 
tom, when they have a child bom, bury large 
veffels filled with wine, and clofely flopped ; 
thefe are not taken out of the ground but ^i 
the marriage of that fame child. This xnne, 
which might be called family •wine, fince it 
ferves to celebrate ite mpfl happy events, pre- 
ferved fecure from the impreffions of the air, 
becomes exquilite on being taken out of the 
earth, and a real treafure to a delicate palate. 
Among perfons in eaiy circumftances, the 

* A gUfs-Ycfiel conuining aboot three gallons EnglUb 
meafore. 
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quaptity*. of wine buried is feldoni conAnned 
iq marriage-feftivals, and a part is Iblc] to £u* 
rof>^ns9 who have not always the opportunity 
or procuring any fo good. 
..^ Ctprus winp is conveyed to Europe^ 
i^tti^r in caik&y or in tliofe large glafs bottles, 
covered with ruih or wicker, which are called 
4^jne$;/eaii^€^. This latter method would be 
preferable, the wine keeping better in . glafs 
vefleLs, if, on the other hand, the lofs of it 
jvere not to be feared, from the danger of 
(freaking the dames-jeannes in the courib of a 
jather long voyage. When Ctprus wine is 
ihipped in cafks, and the price is not confix 
(^e^ in or4er to.have that of the beft quality, 
^b^purchs^fer procures caiks in which has been 
Iqft ascertain quantity of lees, which have the 
property of improving the wine; accordingly 
the caiksy thus provided with lees, fellTour 
^m^ dearer than thofe which are deilitute of 
them. . 

-A modern author, who has written his 
trw-el^ tOjthe^LjEVANT, ftruck with the excel- 
Uaceof the Ctprus wines, is aftoniihed that 
th© merchants of Europe have not tried to 
convey thither plants of thefe celebrated vines. 
He takes the trouble of defcribing minutely 
the precautions necellary to be obfcrved for 

removing 
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removing thefe plants, in fuch a manner that 
they might again firike in the new ground 
appropriated to them*. It certainly is. not in 
this that the difficulty confirts; living plants 
are brought to Europe from diilances much 
xnoi:e coniiderable. It is even well known 
that JFrancis I. had procured from Cyprus 
a fuffieient quantity of vine plants for cover- 
ing fifty arpens or French acres at Fontaine- 
BLEAV. We are ignorant what is become of 
tfaefe vines, planted at fo great an expenfe; 
and we ihould be greatly miflaken to attribute 
to them the good quality and the reputation 
which the fuperior white grapes of Fonta^ins-* 
9L£ait owe only to the manner of their being 
planted and cultivated, and to the care be-^ 
Aowed on them. But the real difficulty, and 
H is infurmountable, is to meet with the fame 
foil, the fame expofure, the fame climate, the 
fame degrees of temperature, in a word, to 
make Cyprus wine elfewhere than in Cyp- 
rus. 

The arts there languifli more than agricul- 
ture; thofe cultivated ar€ but ftWy and, with 

• Vtyages dam Vile de Cbyfre, la Syne, et la Paleftine, par 
M. fJUe. Mariti^ tratiflated from the Italian, vol. i« 
page*a5. 
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the exeeption of the preparation of the leather 
called Turkey leather or Morocco, there are 
fcarcely any that deferve attention. This ' 
leather is prepared at Nicosia and in the 
neighbouring villages; the workmen pretend 
to be in pofieflion of a particular procefs, of 
which they make a fecret; what is certain, is, 
that the leather which has pafied through their ' 
hands is more lively and more brilliant in co^ 
lour, and is, in general, better dreffed than ia 
the other parts of Turkey, where, neverthe^ 
lefs, it is very handfome. 

It is not only on leather that the workmen 
of Nicosia and of the environs know how 
to apply dyes equally brilliant and durable; 
they alfo manufacture there printed calicoes, 
the colours of which become brighter by wear 
and bleaching. Other cloths, half filk, half 
cotton, are likewife manufactured in the fame 
places ; they are fine, but till agriculture and 
induftry have refumed fome adlivity, it ^vill 
be ditficult to introduce thofe articles into 
trade, on account of their price, which the 
too fmall quantity of the raw materials renders 
too high. 

In return for thefe prodqdions of nature 
and art, the Cypriots receive woollen cloths, 
fattins, light ftufis, laces, fome of our metals, 

India 
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India fpices, commodities of our colonies, 
&c. &c. Thefe articles of the import-trade 
are not fo numerous as they would be, if the 
word of governments bad not iingularly weak^ 
ened the population and refources of one of 
^e $n^ countries of the Ea^t, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Climate of the I/land of Cyprus. — Caufe of 
the great drought whichprcoails thei^. — 
France threatened with the fame ills by the 
deJlru8ion ofherforejis. — Inhabitants of the 
ijland. — Mount Olympus. — Famagufla. — 
Salamis. — Nicofia. — Larnica. — Citium. — 
The Salterns.— Limaffol. — Cape de'Gatti. — 
Paphos. — Cerines. — Numerous changes in 
the gaoernment of the IJland of Cyprus. 



The nature of the produdions of the Ifland 
of Cyphus would fufficiently indicate the na- 
ture of its climate, if its vicinity to Syria, 
one of the hotted countries in the world, was 
not fufficient to convey an idea of it. In the 
fummer, the heat felt there is, indeed, ex- 
ceffive; but it is not equal in every part of 
the ifland, which, being interfe6led, from eaft 
to weft, by a chain of mountains, affords two 
different regions as well as two different temr 
peratures. To the north, the winds that blow 
from the high mountains of Caramania, 
5 checked 
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checked and repelled by thofe with which the 
ifland is crofled in its length, temper the heat 
of the fummer, produce piercing colds during 
the winter, and preferve frozen fnow on the 
moft lofty fpots, during the greater part of the 
year. This northern region is alfo, generally 
fpeaking, the moft hilly, the moft wooded, the 
moft rural, and the ieaft fertile. 

In the plains of the fouth, on the contrary, 
the heat of the fun, reflefted by the fhelves 
of rocks, which, in a great meafure, form on. 
this fide the back of the mountains, there ex- 
pands at full liberty- The north winds not 
being able to clear the natural barrier which 
the middle of the ifland oppofes to them, cool 
not the atpfiofphere ; and, di^ there not fpring 
up, froni time to time, a light fea-bree2e which 
.moderates the heat, it would be infupportable 
in certain days of the fummer. Rain here is 
alfo very rare in this feafon, and long and cruel 
droughts fometimes baniih an agreeable ver 
dure, deftroy the plants, attraft clofe and 
numberlefs columns of grafshoppers, and place 
frightful Scarcity on Aridity's hard and burn- 
ing throne. The irrigation of the lands, neg- 
le^ed by men, as laborious perhaps as formerly, 
but deprefled and difheartened, can no longer 
moiltcn fields parched up ; while, in fome dif- 

tri6ls, 
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trifts, ilagnant and ufdefs waters render them 
an unwholefome abode. Running dreams are ^ 
fcarce, and the gregiter part of the rivers which 
flow here are only torrents formed by the 
winter rains and the melting of the fnow on 
the mount^iins, and whofe bed is dry during 
warm weather. 
This drynefs of the earth and of the atmo* 

fphere continues daily to increafe, in propor- 

< 

tion as the plantations become more fcarce^ 
as the number of the trees diminiflies, and as 
the forefts are felled. A culpable want 'Of 
forefight refpecling thp fucceflfive decay of 3 
happy fertility, is by no means aftoniihing 
under the deilru6livQ adminiftration of the^ 
Turks ; but that, in countri^ where public eoo* . 
nomy is a fcience cultivated and thoroughly 
underftood, the fame difordevs which pollute » 
territories fubjefted to baj*barians, iliould be 
propagated and maintained, is that which we 
have fome difficulty to coqcejye, and which 
excites indignation. The ancients confecratcd 
forefts to the Divinity; refpecl commanded 
that thefe ihould be fpared, and it was not 
without religious circumfpei^ion that they 
carried thither the hatchet. To a prote6i;ing 
mythology has fucceeded the excefs of luxury 
and difordcr. Woods, which our aaceftora 

had 
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had chofen for temples^ facied oaks, under 
whofe fliade tliey had erefted altars, fimple 
as nature, have been overthrown : the facri- 
legious axe has not fpared the afylum of an- 
cient piety, nor the fertile refources of fuc- 
ceeding ages. Naked and frowning rocks 
fliew themfelves on the brow of the moun^* 
tains, -which, not long fince, vigorous vege- 
tation decorated with the fineft trees ; the 
dopes affording mpre facility to devaftation, 
are almoft entirely dripped ; the folitary trees, 
which, in our jfields, ferved as natural and im- 
mutable boundaries as well as for fhelter to 
our flocks, have likewife fallen vi6lims of li- 
centioufnefs ; every where the property of our 
pofterity has become the prey of culpable and 
faithlefs truftees ; and the mod interefting part 
pf our national wealth has feemed to be go- 
verned only by the laws of cupidity and plun* 
der: already have the rains waihed down into 
the plains part of the earth which covered 
the fummit of the mountains, the hills are 
finking, the vallies are' rifing, the fprings are 
growing dry, the bed of the rivers is filling up, 
the fields are becoming parched ; and if a re* 
pairing government does not take wife but 
fpeedy meafures, we fiiall have to tranfmit to 
j^llerity nothing but a fum of misfortunes 
1 ever- 



iS TRAV2LS IN 

ever-increafing; atid the foil of France would 
run the rifle of iharing the aridity with which 
a deteftable adminiftration has ftruck that of 
the Ifland of Cyprus. 

The Greeks who inhabit it are tall and 
well made; their countenance and their man- 
ners are equally noble and agreeable. But 
their moral charafter is not thought to cor- 
refpond with thefe external good qualities. 
They are faid to be the moft .cunning and 
moft knavilh of all the Greeks; we fhould be 
tempted to ceafe to pity them for the oppref- 
fion under which they groan, if we did not 
know that diffimulation and this fort of obli- 
quity of charafter are frequently fymptoms of 
weaknefs, and the companions of flavery; and 
if, on the other hand, thefe fame men did not 
fometimes make us forget their faults by their 
virtues, and, particularly, by thofe of hofpi- 
tality, which they exercife in a moft generous 
manner. The Cy priot is gay, and a great friend 
to fhow and pleafure ; he is not the only flavc 
that we have feen dance in his fetters. 

It may well be expe6led that beauty ought 
to fhiue, with all its luftre, in the fpot chofen 
by Venus, for eftablifliing her fweet anpire, 
and the wor/hip of the Graces and Pleafures. 
The women of Cyprus were formerly tele- 

brated 
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brated for Iheit chartns; they ftill prcfervtf 
them; tior have they evfen loft the remem- 
brance that their iiland was confecrated' to 
love. Thefe beautiful women are very choice 
in their attire; they are exceffively fond o^ 
flowers, as the ftioft natural and moft elegant 
accompaniment of their attraftions; tfcey do 
not diffemble their- wifli to pleafe, but <hey 
manifeft.it with an amiable frankncfs. Al- 
though in' the enjoyment, perhaps, of left 
liberty than formerly, the reftriftion to whtcli 
cuftom, or, to fpeak more corre6lly, the ' ca- 
prices of men fubjeft them, does not amount 
to confti-aint ; and at leaft they no longer 
compofe the difgraceful tribute which their 
anceftors paid to the queens of Persia, of fifty 
among them, whpfe duty, in a haughty and 
defpotic court, confifted in throwing them* 
felves between the wheels of the cars, and 
in prefenting their back to the queen, who 
made ufe of it as a footftool. 

The moft elevated, - as well as the moft re- 
markable of the mountains, the chain of whicK 
divides the Ifland of Cyprus lengthwife, is^ 
Mount Olym p vs. The Greeks of the prefenJt- 
day call it Tno^oDoSf Trvbovo^^ or TnoBos. 
In order to difiinguiili it from another moun- 
tain of the fame dame in Natojlia^ and from 
V another 
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another more famous in Macedonia, did 
ancients gave this the name of Little Oltbc-> 
rvB, On its fummit they had built a temple 
dedicated to Venus, the entrance of which, 
by a regulation very firange for a fpot confe- 
crated to the goddels of Love, was prohibited 
to women ; they were even forbidden to look 
at it. To this temple, an elegant and facred 
recefs, where were celebrated the enjoyments 
of nature, had fueceeded retreats ereded for 
privations. Nunipers of convents were built 
on the fame ground. There, laborious ceno* 
bites embellifhed the flope of the mountain 
with gardens, and plantations of all forts^ 
laid out with tafte ; this was the moil charm* 
ing abode in the ifland, and the rich C>*pjiots 
went thither, during the fummer, to enjoy the 
coolnefs of agreeable groves, watered by lim« 
pid dreams, dire6led with coniiderable art 
Infeniible to a happy harmony of nature and 
induftry, the Turk has carried his ferocity and 
lavages into this beautiful diftriS; ; the mo« 
Haftertes have been demolifhed ; and cool and 
cheerfnl fpots have been clothed with the rug- 
ged garb of Sterility. 

The Ifland of Cyprus is about feventy 
leagues in length from eaft to weft; its 
greateft breadth from north to fouth is thirty 

leagues ; 
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leagues ; and its circumference is nearly one 
hundred and eighty. In coalling its fouth 
ihore, the lands of the long point of Cape 
Sant Andrea, formerly CapeDiNARRTE^ is 
found a large gulf, formed by this cape and 
Cape (jREco, which the ancients called 
THkom, and .on which Ptolemy places a 
town of the fame name* At the bottom of 
this gulf is the town of Faataousta, jaL 
modem name, refpedting the etymology of 
which the learned , are not agreed ; but they 
pretty generally admit that this town is i>uilt 
on the ruins of the ancient Arsinoe, which 
took its name from its founder, the lifter of 
Ptoiemy PnitADELPHUs, king of EoYPT. 
Situated in a bottom, Famagusta is not per- 
ceived at a diftance, on arriving thither from 
the fea: its Mrbour is fafe, but by no means 
fpacious, and it is half choked up ; fmall ' 
veffels alone can enter it, and large ihips 
anchor without. Some fortifications, the work 
of LiTSiGNAiv% of the Genoefe, and of the 
Venetians, who have fucceffively had pofleffion 
of them, defend the harbour and the enclo-^ 
fure of the town, as much as they can ferve 
for defence in their prefent ftate of degrada- 
tion, the effect of the negligence of the Turks, 
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who kdow only how t6' deftroy, hot never re* 
pair.' * ' 

Thefe rampajrts I'ecall to mirtd a de{5loi^blei 
anecdote of the moft atrocious violation of 
the law of -nations atld of war; it may ferve 
to convey an idea of the chara6ler and of thd 
civilizatijon of a people in whofe eyes heroifrii. 
and courageous fiddity to our duties are 
crimes, atfict' whofe profound cruelty fpdrt^ 
with promifes the moft fotemn, and conten- 
tions the moft fatred. At FAkAGUSTA, di« 
tears of the man of feeling Water the^pot 
where Marco Antonio Braoapino -de-^ 

* 

felided that town with fo much valour againft 
the army of the Turks, commanded by Mus- 
' TAPHA, general of the empefror Sblim, and 
he fhudd^s with indignation at the i^cital 
of the moft execrable treacliety of \vhich that 
brave European died a vi^iiti. - 

After having fuftained fioc aftkultSs againft 
the un4t<id Ottoman forcf^si add experienced 
the ravages of five hundred thoufatid Ihells,* 
the, valiant 'Braoadino, commander. of the 
Venetian army, being forced to yield to num- 
bers, capitulated on the firft of Auguft 1571'. 
Tlie conditions v:ere fettled ; ^ they were ho-^ 
nourable to the befieged, and worthy of their 

long 
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longiand brave Tieiiftitice ; tbift, at the moment 
when the European general went to Musta- 
^Hin's ttnt, in order to aanouuce to him his 
departure and take leave bf'him, the. barba^ 
rian caufed him to* be feized and delivered 
up to the moil cruel tortures. He wsls ikinned 
ali^^e, tlien empaled ; and his fkin, ftulTed 
^ with ftraw, was hung to the yard-arm of a 
galley, as an eternal teiiimbny of the horrible 
inhumanity of the Turks, :and a %nal of 
vengeance to civilized nations. ^ 

We liaflen to quit a fpot witneis of fo dread- 
fill an aft of cruelty, fend we enter, with 
pleaiure^, into a plaiii which extends to the 
eall, or rather to the north-eaft of Fama- 
6U8TA, fituated at ;the extremity of this plain, 
t^MRrards the fea. There,- was the ancient ' 
kingdom of Salamjs, founded by Teucer^ 
Companion to Ajax, who, on this ground, 
built' a town which he called Salamis, from 
the liame of the ; illand where he >Vas born K- 

Some ruins announce, in an uncertain man-^ 

^ner,;the iite of« this ancient town, as the 

culture and fecundity of the plain, which, is 

• ** Nil de/ferandumTeucro duc€, etauJpiceTiucro, 

*' Certus enim promifit ApoUo, 
** AnMguam tiUnre kohd Salam'na futuram*** 

HoK. A^, /. •/ 7. 
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ftill the bed diftrid in the ifland, faintly at- 
tefl: what thefe formerly were. 

About twenty leagues to the north-eaft o€ 
Famagu^ta, in the middle of a vaft plain 
and in the centre of the ifland, fiandi Ni« 
cosiAi. which is its capital. This is now the 
refidence of the governor, as it was formerly 
of the king& of Cyprus. Their palaces, re- 
markable for the beauty of the arChitedlure) 
experience the fate common to all the an- 
cient edifices of which the Turks have made 
themfelves mailers, and which they abandon 
to deftrudion. The fuperb church of Santa 
Sofia, in which the Chriftian kings were 
erowned,^ - lias been degraded, in order to be 
converted into a mofque ; and the habitation 
of thofe fovereigns, partly demoliihed, and 
rebuilt iu the eaftern tafte, is the refidenoe of 
the mofekm or governor. The fituation of 
diis town is agreeable; .ftreams are here abun- 
dant; and it is furrounded by fine gardens ; 
its foil is excellent, and waits only fi>r the 
hands of freemen to refume the afpe£i of 
profperity of which it is fufceptible. 

If we continue to follow the fouth coaft, 
we meet with another gulf, fpacious indeed, 
yet lefs fo than that of Famagusta. Strips 
there find the fine road of Larnica, the moft 

. I frequented 
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frequented of the ifland. • The town wKofe 
namjS it bears is at fome diftance from the fea*. 
There it is that the confuls and inerchatits of 
European nations fix their refidence, and; 
within thefe few, years, trade was ftill canied 
on there with fome degree of aftivity. Bur, 
as if the Turk could leave no place without 
(lamping on it the impreffion of his difaftrous 
government^ the environs of Larnica no 
longer correfpond with the fiill flourifhing 
ilate of its commerce. With the exception 
of the gardens, which adjoin to the town it- 
felf, and into' which induftry has found means 
to condu6l fertilizing waters, the circumja- 
cent fields are arid ; their foil is poor and dried 
up; a few trees, fcattered and infulated, 
fcarcely leave them the femblance of vege^ 
tation ; barley alone grows there in fome ia^ 
voured diftridls, and there is, every where, a 
want of water. Accordingly Larnica is 
not a healthful abode ; one is there expofed 
to jSL fufibcating heat. Yet foreAs of olive- 
trees formerly' covered thofe plains, at this 
day almoft barren ; and, as I have already 
mentioned, there are itill to be feen in the 
environs immenfe ciftems, intended for pre* 
ferving the oil that they yielded. 

G S Very 
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Very, near Larnica wjfe Citium^ xtov^ 
ChitI, a celebrated town of antiquity. It 
wag a dAony of Pbroeiiiciahs. Here wasboi-n 
the philofopher Zeno> and here died Ctb^on, 
general of the Athenians. It is' iropoiTible 
to dig the ground in the environs of Lae- 
NiCA, without meeting M^th the remains of 
the ancient town ; but the fufpicious Turk, 
imagining that all the refearches of ftaencK 
or of curiofity have no other object than the 
difcovery of fome heap of buried gold, 
watches them with continual attention, and 
makes! of them a fubje£i' of extortions; fo 

'that the antiquary very feldom dares to dig 
for the obje^ of his purfuit,^ and the riches 
\|rhich the eajrth conceals remain buried there 
with the knowledge which hiftory and the 
arts would thence obtain^ till the time when 
the hdavy. yoke of the Turks fliall ceafe to- 
pollute, and deface countries formerly fo bril- 
liant. 

The hamlet of the SALTfeRNs is but half a 
league from Larnica. It has obtained its 
name from a large lake near the fea, at this 
•dvy half-choked up, ^nd wherein 'is formed 
iklti which is (till an article of trade. In the 

^ fine roadftead of the Salxuhns, the vetiTeU 

5 laden 
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laclea for the capital of the iflaad, and the 
iliips of war dcftined' to'proteft theq\, come to ' 
an anchor. At this place the merchants of*- 
Larnica have their ftorehoufes., 

LiMASS0,L, formerly Nemosia, is now but , 
a miferable city, full of ruins and rubbiih. 
Its harbour is, neverthelels, not a little fre- 
quented; here veflels load with grain, cotton, . 
and other produ6lions of the earth. The beft 
wines are made in its environs, and it is the*, 
emporium of all thofe of the illand who are 
concerned in trade.. 

Npt far from this town, if, however^ Li- 
MASsoL deferye that appellation, Aood the ^ 
ancient Limassol, which, ilill more ancient- 
iy, was called AuATHUSy celebrated fpr a tem- 
ple confecrated to Venus and Aoosfis, and 
in which, according to Pa us an i as, was pre- 
ferved a rich necklace of precious ftpnes, 
ornamented with gold, the work of Vulcan, 
and given in the fii-ft inftance to Hermione*.' 
But this ancient town is deftroyed ; like Pa- 
PHOS, C'ythera^ the charming Idalium, 
and Other placea which the Graces embellilhed, 
it is effaced from the foil of the Ifland of Cy- 
prus ; and, in lie^ of the fweet and fmiling 

• Liv. ix^'^Foyage de la Beotie^ vol. ii. page 316. 

* G 4 images 
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are perceived from the heights of Cerines. 
The communication between this harbour and 
the port of Selefski, whofe name recalls to 
mind that of Seleucia in Cilicia, is fre- 
quent;, in order to render it more fo; there 
are two packets folely deftined for this ihort 
navigation, which, neverthelefe, was profita- 
ble, an4 Which was in the hands of the 
French. 

Such, in a few words, is the geographi- 
cal defcription of an ifland, which, in for- 
mer times, divided into nine kingdoms, pafled 
fuccefiively under die domination of the 
Egyptians, the Phoenicians, the PeHians,. the 
Macedonians, • the Romans, the Europeans of 
the West, and the Arabs. The crufades ren- 
dered it the appendage of fome princes of 
Europe, who gave it up to the Venetians. 
Sultan Selim fnatched it from them in 1570 ; 
and^ fince that epoch, it kas made a part of 
the Ottoman empire, in iprder to be again 
fevered from jt, and expbfed t» frefli viciffi- 
tudes, infeparable from human inftitutions. 
Nothing is liable in Nature but Nature her- 
felf ; and the more men deviate from- her by 
the excefs of civilization, if I may fo exprefs 
myfelf, the more arc focial forms. fubje& to 
vary, and expofed to innovations. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER V. 

PiSure of the prefent ^tuation of the IJland 
of Cypr;us. — Gal^ode aran^oide, an tnor^ 
mous fpidtr of a very dangerous nature.--^ 
The conqueji off the IJland of Cyprus would 
have Jingularly favoured that of Egypt 

JT lis not only in regard to the prod uftions 
of the foil, that Nature is counterafted in 
the Illandof Cyprus,, and that her bounties 
are difavowed and rejeded. The rigours^ of 
an oppreflive domination have flied their bane- 
ful influence over fields, arts, and men. 
Every day we fee commerce fail, influjflry 
decay, lands dry up, and agriculture become 
impoveriihed. Vallies, once fliaded by ufe- 
ful or agreeable trees, which culture enriched 
with harvefts of every fpecies, or adorned 
with verdure or flowers, now remain uncul- 
tivated, and over-run with brambles and other 
ftubborn, meagre, and ufelefs plants. One 
may travel whole days in plains deferted and 
abandoned to that mournful and pernicious 

fecuijdity, 
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fecundity, which, on lands impatient to pro^ 
duce, is^ fterility's confiant companion ; in 
faftitidlis waftes, the gloomy and fatal efFeft 
of the power of the evil-mirided, where the 
traveller would think himfelf buried in vail 
folitudes, did he not, here and there, pcr*^ 
. ceive ftraggling flocks and fcattered habiti"- 
tions. Every day too we fee population, which 
increafes and fettles only where are to be 
found abundance of provifions, adivity of 
trade and of manufaftures, and juftice on 
the part of the government, diminifh in a 
perceptible manner; and men quit a defoiated 
couutiy, and, for the moft part» feek fpots 
lefs difturbed, abodes lefs unhappy. 

The animals which conilitute the wealth or 
the pleafures of man, are here lefs numerous 
and of a breed lefs handfome than formerly. 
Tlie affluence of the owners imparts to do- 
meilic animalst the qualities which make them 
valuable; on the contrary, they degenerate, 
when they no longer have a,ny thihg to ihare 
with their mafters but a painful and uncom- 
fortable exiftence. And, indeed, tliere are 
now fcarcely to be feen here any of thofe 
horfes of djftinguilhed race, defcendants of 
the courfers of Arabia, and no lefs famous 
for their vigour than their flectnefs, nor any 

of 
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of thofe beautiful greyliounds refioVrned for 
their ardour and their addrels in the chace. 
Both thefe are no longer to be found except 
in a few families, which ftill preferve the xe- 
mains of their ancient opulence. Cattle are 
not to be feen here in plenty, as in former 
times ; nor do flocks of iheep with broad and 
trailing taila, or of goats, whofe hair ferved 
for making .fine camlets, now repair, in fuch 
great nuhibers, to the declivity of hills clothed 
with faoculent herbs; nor do they now fo 
much enliven folitary fpots, where they feed 
in full tranquillity, and which Nature feems 
to have intended for the fimple'and pure ' 
charms of paftoral life. 

The filk*worm, deprived of part of its food, 
in halfHTuined plantations of miulberry-trees, 
now no more multiplies with fo much pro* 
fufion ; and families of kermes, rivals of the 
cochineal infeft, fcarcely any longer furniih 
colouring fubftance to our manufadories. 
Game is alfo lefs /common, and birds of paf- 
4age come not now, in fuch confiderable 
flights, to alight on lands, which afford them 
not the fame fhelter, nor the fame abundance. 
The fea even ceafes to furnifli fo many re-' 
iburces to the inhabitants of the iiland; not 
that a dellrudive power has been able to pe^ 

netrate 



94 



TRAVELS IN 



netrate into the very bofbm o£ the waters : 
thofe which bathe the coafts are ftill ex- 
tremely fill! of fifli ; but hands and aftivity 
are wan tin? for the fiflien\ as well as for the 
other branches of induftry and cbmiherce. 

If every thing that is good and ufeful had 
fufiered and decayed in Cyprus, every thing 
tliat is of no value or mifchievons has there 
profpered. Snakes, which delight in^thickets 
or under rubbi(h, there propagate at their eafe, 
and it will foon be neceflary again to have re- 
Courfe to cats in . order to clear the fields^ of 
theiQ. Hurtful and hideous infefts iiicreafe 
und freely elaborate their venom under th^ 
damp and warm fhade of the ruins ; tarantu^ 
]», with a black and hairy body aod yellow 
and brilliant eyes, are not here uncommon ; 
and here is alfo to be met with, though but 
very feldom indeed, that frightful fpider, 
whofe afpect alone teirifies, whofe venom 
ftrikes wjth death whomfoever it reaches,- 
whofe natural hiftory^ in iliort, is yet little 
known. 

The firft thing to be done, when we mean 
to fpeak of an animal of which fome natu^ 
ralifts have already made mention, is to un- 
ravel its nomenclature ; and> indeed^ this is 
a taik very ungracious, very.minute> 4ind 

which 
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whidiHcan pleaft nxme ibut contra6ied and pe« 
dantic mindsi . ^ Although few. authors have 
written on the. ugly and. dangerous infe£l in' 
queflioUy e^ch :oF them has impofed on it a 
different denomination, the mod certain mean 
of their nevter^ coming, to a right underftand- 
ing with each other.. . Amid this confufion 
and this Contittnal and arbitrary fubfiitution 
o£ names"^^.' I .'ihall fix on that of gal^de, 
whidi OLtvi^ijst^ a celebrated natiiralifl and 
traveller, has^given to this fpecies of fpider, 
irf order to diftinguiih it from the 6ther %ecies, 
from Which it iSj in fad, very diiFerentt; 
this is a deference due to an eftimable tnari 
of learning, aiid .at the fame time a fervice to 
the fcience of Nature,, which, if we chofe to 
believfc fome. people, more attached to words 

* M. PALLij^has called this fpider; Pbalangium ^ane- 
Udes (Spicil, Z90U fafcicuU 9, page- 37, tab. iii, fig. 'j^ ^\ 
and p). M. TABRicius, from Lichtsnst£in» another 
foreign natdrklift; has giren it the VAxtit oi filpuga ara- 
nioUes^ (StfpJimTtt EntomoL page a94)« This fame deno- 
mination, of y^//»^', has beenadoptedf with the epithet 
ixrachnodesf by M. Herbst^ known principally by a good 
work on cruftaceous animals^ in a very exteniive Memoir » 
which he has' recently publiihed at Berlin on this fubje£^, 

. f GaleeJe araneoidet, (Encychp, Method, Hift, Nat, des In* 
feSesJ. 
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th^n to things, would foon be nothing more 
than the barren knowledge of arbitrary names, 
and phrafes equally dry and infig^ificant. 

The notions that the ancients have trans- 
mitted to us refpeding the various animals 
with which they were acquainted, and parti- 
cularly inre3:s, are, generally fpeaking, too 
vague and too incomplete for us to be ena- 
bled to ailign M'ith certainty to. what animal 
each of them belongs* It appears to me a 
rather bold conjedure, to decide with M. 
Herbst*, that the frightful fpider or the 
gaUode of the Levant (See Plate HI.) is 
the infe€l which the Greek and Latin authors 
have named Jphatangiutn, phalangiumy Jblifu- 
ga^ folpuga^ tetragnathiumy and mus araneus. 
Indeed, thofe authors have given to l^veral 
fpecies of fpidersf the name ofjphalangium or 
phalangium, which modern natifraliits have 
referved for the fpiders alone with long legs, 
with the head confounded with the corfelet, 
and of which a very common fpecies is the 
faucheur of our countries. Neither does the 
folfuga or folpuga appear to me to be the ' 
gaUode ; the literal fignification of this name 

* Meinour before quoted, 
t (Et 1 u s and others have applied the name offiabu^M 
to fix fpecies of fpiders. 

is 
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\sfun-Jhwmcry and it hate been equally applied 
to a fpecies of ant and to a fpecies of fpider ; 
but the folfuga fpider is an infeft extremely 
fmall ( animal perexiguum)^ which is frequently 
found in Sari^inia, in the filver-mincs, which 
creeps into the dark, and whofe bite is vene- 
nious*: now, the galiode is not a very fmall 
infeft, it avoids not the broa^ day, and is not 
found, or ai lead no one has faid that it was 
found, in the Ifland of Sardin i a. It is fcarce* 
ly more poflible to recognize it in the account 
which Pliny has left us of the tetragnathium 
or fpider with four jaws, and which that na- 
turalift divides into two fpecies; the one, and 
this is the moft dangerous, having on the 
middle of the head two M'hite lines ; and the 
other, whofe movement is flower, having the 
body cinereous and whitifli at its extremity f. 
As for the mus araneus, or the fpider-rat of the 
ancient naturalifts, it is defcribed in' their writ- 
ings, as a quadruped, in fuch a manner ^ not 
to be miftaken : this is the fpider*rat, an ani- 
mal well known, and which the ancients may 
have eafily obferved ; wheitcas it is not certain 

* SoLiNUs, according to Pi I NY, Polythift. cap^xx. 
t Pliw. Hift. Nat lib. xxix. cap. iv. 
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that they have had a knowledge of the gaUode ; 
an infe61; fortunately very feldom found in the> 
warmeft regions of Eukope and Asia. 

I have taken the liberty of making thefe 
critical remarks only to lliew, that, according 
to every appearance, the gaUode was unknown 
to the ancients; and to give a frefli proof of 
the difficulty of adapting, with precifion, the 
greater part of the notes fcattered in their 
works, to the animals whofe hiftory we are 
now writing. However it may be with refpefl; 
to tbefe probabilities, in inquiring into which 
we lofe much time, while we run the rifle of 
being bewildered, faithful to the plan which 
I have marked out for myfelf, to colleft ob- 
fervations and fafts, before I reafon on the 
origin of denominations, and lofe myfelf in 
vague conjeftures, I fliall give, in a few words, 
the defcription of the gaUode aranidide, or 
fcorpion-fpider, which I had an opportunity, 
of obferving in the Levant, and report what 
is known refpeding this mifchievous infeft. 

Some very prominent charafters approxi- 
mate it to the pJialangium ; its head is, in like . 
^manner, confounded with the corfelet, and 
the piece of which they are compofed is nearly 
in the form of a truncated cone, whofe bafe is 
placed in front, and ferves as an anterior bor- 
der ; 
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der: in the middle of thisLorder is a blackifh 
tubercle witlrtwo eye3, which appeared to me 
to be fiicetwife ; between them, and in front> 
are remarked two other little tubercle^, which 
might alfo be taken for eyes ; however, I do 
not imagine that they are really fo, but I con- 
fider them rather as peduncles of eye-laihep or 
thick hairs, forae of which, feen through the 
magnifier, appeared truncated and tubular. 

To this piece, which fupplies the place of 
head and corfelet, are attached the organs of 
nutrition, arfd two pairs of arms or antennulae. 
Two enormous jaws, which the modern French 
entomotogifts call mandibulasy at firft flrike the 
eye; they are. larger than the piece itfelf, or 
the head, in front of which they are fixed ; 
their form is conical; they adhere to each 
other by their inner fide ; they are hairy, en- 
tire, and not bent like thofe oi tht faucheur ; 
each of thefe jaws is terminated by two brown 
nippers, fcaly, notched underneath, ending in 
a point, bowed in a contrary direftion, and 
croffing each other at their extremity. I ex- 
amined them both with a lens of great power, 
and I clifcovered no opening that could ferve 
as a drain for a poifonous liquor, as is per- 
ceived in the claws of fpiders. It is never- 
'thclefe very certain that this infed is vene- 

H 2 mous 
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mous to an excefs, which leads us to prefumc 
that the holes through which its venom is 

, emitted, are extremely fmall, and at the fame 
time that the poifon which exudes from them, 
is of an extremely aclive nature, fmce the very 
minute portion which can flow from an im- 
perceptible opening, is fufficient to occafion 
death. 

At the origin of the nippers, and under- 
neath them, ilTues a fmall fcaly, cylindrical 
net, terminated in a point, thrown back, and 
laid on the top of the fupport of the nippers 
or on the mandible ; I am fpeaking only of 
the individual which I more particularly ob- 
ferved ; for I prefume that this appendage is 

. no more than one of the diftinAive charafters 
of the fex ; underneath thefe fame mandibles, 
and in the interval that feparates tliem, is 
perceived a frqall body, which Fabricius 
calls a Up in the form of a fucker. This body 
appeared to me compofed of a little fhank, 
having at its extremity two cylindrical, hairy 
pieces, clofe to each other. 

The two pairs of arms or antennulas are 

^ inferted in the lower part of this piece, which 
1 have faid replaces, in the phalangia iu ge- 
neral, and in the gaUode in particular, the 
head and the Corfelet; thefe arms arc com- 

poftd 
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pbfed of a feries of joints, almoft all "CjHtttdri- 
cal, befet with long hairs, fome even with 
.teeth, and fafhioned much in the fame man-* 
ner, except that the anterior arms are larger, 
and have, befides, at their extremity, a fort of 
knob, or fhort and round joint, which, accord- 
ing to Olivier, fhould indicate a male. 

Before I pafs to the belly or the abdomen 
of the infeft, I muft obfen^e that there exifts 
between it and the corfelet an intermediate 
piece, ferving as a faftening to four pairs of 
feet, which differ eflentially • from the arms, 
by their having, in addition, a tarfus formed 
by two or three, joints, and at the extremity 
of which are two toes, bent, long, and each 
provided with a fmall brown, fcaly hook. 
The feet, reckoning from thofe which are the 
neareft to the arms, fucceifively increafe in 
fize; fo that the laft arc very long, Thefe 
have, in other refpefts, a particularity very 
remarkable; on the lower fide of the part 
which, by comparifon with other animab, 
might b6 called the hip, are difcovered four 
fingular appendages : thefe are membranous 
bodies, very thin, and tranfparetit, formed by 
a fmall pedicle, which is furmounted by a 
piece almofl triangular, bent, and concave. 
A better comparifon cannot be made of thefe 

H 3 appeti- 
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appendages than to the half of a funnel, which 
has been cut in its height; they approximate 
the gaUodes to the fcorpions, which have, as 
is well known, two bodies in the form xyf a 
comb, placed near the hjnd feet. 
' The abdomen is 'fixed to the piece which 
anfwers to the corfelet, not by a fhort pedicle, 
as in fpiders, but by its greateft tranfverfal 
diameter ; it alfo differs from the abdomen of 
fpiders, from its having incifions or rings, 
whereas the coat of that of fpiders is whole 
and continuous. 

The galeode, whofe length is about an inch, 
has a body of a livid yellow, ajid befet with 
long hairs, and even with prickly ones in fe- 
veral places. It runs with prodigious fwift- 
nefs, and thus more eafily efcapes its dejftruc- 
tion, in which mankind are interefted, its bite 
being very dangerous, as I have already men- 
tioned, and its venom very fubtle. The parts 
which are attacked by it fwell in an inftant, 
and occafion exceflive pain, followed by cer- 
tain death, if proper remedies be not fpeedily 
employed. Thofe which are ihoft effectual, 
i^re oil, as a topical application, together with 
cordials and fudorifics, taken internally. 

The galiode araneo'ide, or fcorpion-fpider, is 
met with in feveral parts of the Levant, in 

Arabia, 
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Arabia, in Syria, in Persia, in Asia Mi- 
nor, and even in the country comprifed be- 
tween the Don and the Volga, in the en- 
virons of the Caspian Sea, and whofe tem- 
perature is much warmer than might be ex- 
peded, in fuch northerly regions. Thefe filthy 
infe6ls are there becoming more and more 
common; M. Pallas faw two of them in a 
houfe' which he occupied at Zarizyn, and 
he was informed that feveral had been killed 
in the habitation of the commandant of that 
fortrefs, during the ftay that he made there. 
However, there was only one perfon who was' 
bitten by it, but he was faved by the timely 
affiftance g^ven him, and he experienced no 
other bad confequences than a large fwelling 
and fome fharp pains *. The Ar^bs, who are 
acquainted with no remedy for the bite of this 
infeft, dread it extremely. 

It is undoubtedly almoft needlefs to men* 
tion that an animal, or rather a four-footed 
moniler, of the fize of a horfe, and, in other 
refpe£b, fimilar to a fnake, the laminga, which 
Dappjer, according to another author equally 



* Travels of M. P. S Pallas in diflTerent provinces of 
the empire of Russia, and in northern Asia> tranflated 
by GAVTHtER DB LA Petromb'b, 5 vol. 4to. page 313* 
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' credulous, affirms to exift on Mount Oltm?^ 
PUS, and to devour men, is only an imaginary 
being, engendered by impofture and credulity. 
The liland of Cyprus is afflifted with a fuf- 
ficient number of real ills, without our en- 
deavouring' to increafe them by imaginary 
fcourges. 

But the greater part, as well as the moft 
confiderable, of thefe ills, are vices and dif- 
orders of the adminiflration : fliould the Ifland 
of Cyprus ceafe to be a prey to the violence 
and grofs incapacity of the government which 
tears it to pieces; ihould repairing hands come 
thither to fecond the efforts of Nature, who 
has done fo much for this interefting ifland, 
the fplendour with M'hich it formerly flione, 
and its ancient pr,ofperity, would revive, and 

• it would ftill be again found one of the richeft 
and moft agreeable countries in the world. 

A»d had circumftanccs allowed, had it been 
poffible to obtain the confent of the Porte, 
or could it have been forefeen that refpecl for 
that reftlefs, fufpicious power, led away by 
the infiuuations of the enemies of Frakce, 

^ could iiavc ferved only to excite its refentment, 

the conqueft of the liland of Cyprus ought, 

perhaps, to have preceded that of Egypt. 

The French would there have found abun- 

1 dant 
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dant means of fubfiftence, and in the Greeks, 
l>y whom it is inhabited, ^ zealous partifans, 
friends who would have welcomed and affifted 
them, inftead of bavbarians whom it was ne- 
ceflary to fight and (laughter; no obftacle 
would have oppofed the landing of the army; 
the fortified places which are there to be found 
are difmantled, and fo deflitute of troops and 
military ftores, that they could not have made 
any refiftance. Numerous harbours, which 
it would have been eafy to put into a refpeft- 
able ftate of defence, would have preferved 
the fleet fecure from all attack ; fliips, cruifuig 
in the fea of Syria, would have blocked up 
all its ports; and when the moment fhould 
hav« been thought favourable, thefe fame 
fhips would, in a very little time, have con- 
veyed to the coaft of Egypt, an army already 

• 

accuftomed to the heat of the climate, and 
reinforced by Cjrpriots*. The debarkation 
being effeftedy the fleet would have abandoned 
the dangerous flioves of Alexandria, and 
regained the roads of Cyprus. An eafy, 
quick, and continual communication, which 

• The liland of C^pnu is fcarccly fcventy leagues from 
AkxaMdria. and the carrent carries veiTels thither wtxy 
rapidly. 

it 
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it would fca^rcely have been poffible for the 
enemy to intercept, would have been efta* 
bliflied between the two colonies ; the iiland 
would have furniihed the continent with pro- 
vifions, other fupplies, and particularly M'ood, 
in which Egypt is deficient: the fmall num- 
ber of ufeful trees which adorn and cool the 
plains of this latter country, would not have 
been facrificed to the wants of the army, and 
to military erections; the enemy would not 
have had the facility of eftablifhing himfelf at 
St. Jean d^Acre; defcents would have been 
efFeded, as it were, on every point of the coaft 
of §ybia; the defert which fcparates it from 
Egypt would not have coil the lives of many 
brave men in marches exceffively laborious, 
acrofs arid and burning plains which there is 
no drop of water to moiden ; in fliort, to the 
glory of breaking the chains of two nations, 
opprefled and degraded by ages of flavery, we 
ihould have added the happinefs of reftoring 
to liberty, and to their former profperity, a 
people who are not unworthy of thofe bleffings, 
^nd whofe gratitude would have been mani- 
fefted towards their deliverers, by every fort of 
affiftance and every aft of devotion. 

The refources which the poffeffion of the 
Iiland of Cyprus would haVe afforded for the 

conqueft 
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conqiieft. of Egypt, would have extended to 
its prefervation ; they would have • fecured 
and confolidated the acquifition of a couritiy, 
whic^h, from its pofition, is the key and the 
emporium of the commerce of three parts of ^ 
the world, and of which the Roman empe- 
rors,' who were acquainted with its importance, 
were fo jealous, that they ftriftly forbad the 
entrance of it to fenators and generals who 
had not pbtained their exprefs permiffion for 
that purpofe, from an apprehenfion that the 
prodigious fecundity and the delights of that 
beautiful and rich country might lead them to 
attempt ufurpation. 

This plan of an expedition, however bril- 
liant, however advantageous it may appear, 
was not prafticable, no doubt, fince it was not 
adopted ; it could not indeed efcape the pene- 
trating eye and the profound combinations of 
that man of genius who certainly perceived, 
in its execution, obftacles fufficiently power- 
ful for rejefting it; in fad, it could not but 
have been pleafmg to him to emancipate from* 
the mod tyrannical oppreflion, and to reftore 
to its ancient ftate of fplendour, a country to 
which its flouriihing iituation had occafioned 
to be given the epithet happy y the juft appli- 
cation of which is fo valuable and fo rare; 
5 and 
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and we mud ftippofe that political confidera- 
tions of great weight oppofed this more ex- 
teniive development of the views which di- 
refted the expedition to Egypt. 

However, and it is fufficiently manifeft, the 
ideas which I have juft^traced, the refult of my 
obfervations on the very places, and of my 
meditations, can have no merit but in the 
eyes of philofophy ; and it is well known that 
philofophy is frequently at variance with poli- 
tical arrangements. Little accuftomed to the 
latter, lam fcarcely acquainted with any policy 
but that of humanity, the ftudy of which has 
been eaiy to me ; . I have found it in my 
heart But I refume the fequel of my nar- 
ration. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Captain of the polacre. — Goat-fucker. — Coaji 
of Caramania. — Caftel-Roffo. — Birds. — 
Currents. — Turki/h caravel. — Turkipi nwoy. 
— Efforts of the Turks for improving their 
naoy. — Want of forejight o/* France. — J5o- 
nito. — Danger incurred by the polacre. — 
Put into Rhodes. — Gulf of Msicri. 

On the 19th of Oaober, that is, the third 
day after our departure from Alexandria, 
the wefterly wind, which blew direftly in our 
teeth from the Ifland of Candia, whither we 
were bound, drove us out of our courfe, al- 
though it was not yet very violent, nor the 
fea. very high. Our little velfel, which failed 
rather ill, did not work much better; and 
from my converiations with the captain, I 
had no reafon to conceive a high idea of his 
flcill in navigation. He related to me, for in- 
ftance, as a very fimple event, that the pre- 
ceding year he had loft, on the coaft of Si- 

CILT, 
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ciLY, the veffel, which he then commanded, 
becaufe, having made a miftake in his reckon- 
ing, he thought himfelf far from the land, at 
the very moment when flic was caft away on 
it. ' But his features changed, his voice faul- 
tered, and big tears, long-i'eftrained, fell from 
his eyes, and trickled down the wrinkles with 
which age had furrowed bis face, (when he 
fpoke to me of another accident, in the re- 
colledion of which he was wholly abforbed. 
A few years ago his only fon, who failed with 
him in thefe fame feas of the Levant, had, 
in a heavy gale, been crufhed to death under' 
his eyes, between the veffel and the boat. He 
' was inconfolable at this Idfs, and his head was 
really affe^led by it. 

This day there was taken, on the after-part 
of the veffel s deck, a goatfucker, a bird which, 
notvithftanding its incapacity to fly far, and 
the weaknefs of its eyes, is not, on that ac- 
count, the lefs a roving bird *. 

On the^SOth, we began to difcover the coaft 
of Caramania; we Avere then toffed about 
by a very heavy fea, raifed by an impetuons 

* Engouknfent^ Buffon, Hifl. Nat, Aes Oifeaux, ct 
crapaud-'wlant des planches enluminecs^No. 193* fig. a.-— 
Cafrimidgus Europ^us, Link. 

and 
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and ftill contrary wind. We continued to 
(land in for the land, in order to take advan- 
tage of the light breezes Avhich blow thence 
during the night , for a veflel might firuggle 
inthe offing, a long time and in vain, againfl 
the wefterly winds, common in thefe feas. 
However, this coaft of the part of Cara- 
MANiA, which anciently formed Pamphylia, 
is fafe, according to the feaman's phrafe; I 
ipean that it is walhed by deep waters, and 
that Ihips may range very clofely along it, 
without fear of running aground. It is*, in 
general, elevated, arid, and much broken by 
numerous interfe6lions ; but behind this coaft, 
mountains, clothed with a gloomy green, an- 
nounced that they are covered with wood. 
There, in fa£l, grow vaft forefts, an important 
refource for ihip-building, and which the Turks 
negleft or deftroy, as it were, for the fake of 
deftruftion. 

The moft eaftern cape of the Gulf of Sa- 
TALiA, anciently Attalia, from the name of 
Attalus Philadel^hus, king of Perga- 
Mus, who had there founded a colony, lay 
ahead of our veffel; we foon faw the little 
Ifland of Castel-Rosso, oppofite the pro- 
montory which bore the name of Sacred, and 
the moil advanced towards the fouth of this 

part 
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part' of the coaft, from which it is fear eel y 
feparated. A very good harbour is there open 
to navigators ; but,. within it, is a great depth 
of water, and veffels are obKged to anchor in 
fixty or eighty fathoms. On the fummit of 
the rock, which forms this ifland, is a forti- 
fied caltle; but nothing is to be.feen there 
that has any reference to its prefent deno- 
mination ; nothing red appears there ; and we 
may prefume, with the learned Engliili tra- 
veller PococK, that this is the ifland near 
which there was a road for fhipping, and 
which Pliny calls RoGE^y a denomination 
of which has been made, by corruption, in 
Italian RossOy and Rouge in French f. 

A flock of little land-birds, whofe fpecies I 
could not diftinguifli, fkimmed along the fur- 
face of the water, direfting their courfe to the 
fouth, and, like fo many other travelling fami- 
lies of the fame clafs, proceeded to the warm 
plains of Egypt, in order to pafs there the 
winter. A confiderable flight of crows, like- 
wtfe come from the lands of Cakamania, fol- 
lowed the fame direction, but flew at a greater 
height 

• Lib. viii, cap. xxxv. 

t Pocock's Travels^ book iv« chap, i* 

We 
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We remarked, and this obfcrvation is well 
known to navigators who frequent thefe feas, 
that, along the coaft of Caramania, the 
currentis fet to the fouth-weft; their impulfe 
was favourable to us, and diminiflied the 
a6iion of the wefterly wind, which did not 
quit us during the day. However, it had loft 
much of it& ftrength; from the morning of 
the 22d the fea had fallen, and the different 
afpefts of the land, which our continual 
change of fituation rendered very diverfified, 
made of our voyage an agreeable excurfion* 
Towards the fea, we alfo had objects which in- 
terrupted its tirefome famenefs: foitae veffels 
were failing near ours, and in the midft of 
them rofe, like a floating mountain, a cara* 
vel belonging to the Grand Signior: thus 
are called the fhips of war of the Turkish 
navy ; their elevation above the water is ex- 
ceflive; their ftem is, befides, of a difpropor- 
^ionate height This ftrudure, which gives 
great hold to the wind even on the hull pf 
the vefTel, occafions her to be difficult to 
manage, and expofes her to make confidera- . 
ble lee- way, as well as to all the violence of 
the fliocks of a heavy fea: in an ad;ion, the 
enemy's Aot find a greater inrface to ftrike ; 
the veffel is a heavy failer, and not fure in 

VOL- I. I ftays. 
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{lays ; added to this, Che rigging is incom- 
plete and confounded ; the artillery, entirely 
of brafs, is compofed.of pieces of diiferefit 
calibres, which makes it tedious and difficult 
to ferve them, and the gun^decksj^ being al- 
ways lumbered, likewife clog a fervice, which 
the difference of the weight of metal necef- 
ferily renders confufed. From-fuch great dc* 
fe6ls iiji the conibudion and rigging of the 
Turkifh men of war, and even the nature of 
the wood with which they are built, it 13 
eafy to remark the infancy or rather the bar- 
barifm of navigation . n 

And the men who conduS thefe ihapelefs 
mafles, are alfo the mod ignorant in the world. 
There are few among them Ivho are familiarly 
acquainted with the ufe of the compafs, who 
know how to find and mark their route oa 
a chart, who are capable of obferving the al- 
titude of the fun above the horizon, when •it - 
paffes the meridian, in order to afcertain the 
latitude; nor is there one who has any idea 
of geography. It may be remembered that, 
in the courfe 6f the laft war between the 
Ruffians and the Turks, it was impoffible to 
perfuade the latter that thc^Ruffian fleets (^uld 
reach Constantinople, by ajiother route 
than by the Black Sea. In vain was pointed . 

out 
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Out to theifi on the chart the route which 
brought fhips from the Baltic into the Aa* 
CHiP£LAGO ; the divan» in which fat the high 
admiral himfelf, perfift^d in confidering the 
thing as Jmpraclicahle ; and it was no( till 
the enemy's fleet arrived in the feas of Tur- 
key^ that the poffibility of this voyage began 
to obtain credit 

Accordingly ihipwrecks, accidents of everjr 
fort, frequently happen in the very confined 
courfe of voyages fo ili-dire£led ; and if fome 
of the mariners difplay more capacity or ex- 
perience, thefe are not Turks; they are na- 
tives ^f Barb ART or Greeks. The latter 
furnifh all the pilots to the Ottoman navy, 
and, among the modem Greeks, are difco- 
vefed the defendants of thofe who were the 
mailers of the Romans in the art of naviga- 
tion. But, whatever may be their difpoii- 
tions, and even their long and , ancient prac- 
tice in the carrying-trade, they can by no 
means be confidered as fkilful feameif, and 
they are deficient in inftru^lion, without 
which it is impoffible to become fo* 

Yet to their hands were intrufted almoft all 

the merchant^ihips belonging to the Turks; 

and the latter had no great confidence in 

them ; independently of the fear with which 

• I 2 ^ they 
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they were infpired by the Maltefe armaments/ 
they almoft always preferred loading their 
goods on board European veffels; the govern- 
ment itfelf alfo gave a preference to foreign 
ihipping, particularly in regard to fupplying 
the capital with provifions, an obje6t on 
which the miniftry have always had their eyes, 
becaufe whdn it happens to fail/ infurredions 
ilnd misfortunes fpread in a tumultuous and 
frequently-agitated city. 

However, the Turks, inftruded by the ill 
fortune of a war diiafirous to tlieir navy, made, 
within thefe few years, fome efforts for extri- 
cating it from its rude infancy ; in dock^yards, 
utider the diredion of fkilful French builders, 
drier and founder wood was employed in con* 
ih*u6iing ihips on a more advantageous fcale. 
The court of Versailles made a prelent to 
that of CoN'STANTiNOPLE of - a fliip of the 
Hne and of feveral frigates, with the ufe of 
which, in fleets, the Turks were unacquainted ; 
while Trench engineers eftablifked fchools of 
navigation and cannon^founderies. Such po* 
licy could originate only in improvident , 
minds; the very flouriiliing trade, which en- 
riched the French in the Levant, had no 
other bails than the ignorance and pufillanh* 
uiity of the Turks : by inftru6iin^ tliem to 

difpenie 
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difpenfe with foreign aid, to afcend to the 
lank of enlightened nations, was to teach 
them to do without us; it was to pave the 
way to the ruin of our commerce, and to pre- 
pare for us q. formifUble enemy in a people 
who, till then, had nothing to oppofe to us. 
but weaknefs and inexperience. 
' The rage for fettinjg ourfelves up as inftruc* 
tors to foreign nations, a rage fpecious from 
an appearance of greatnefs and generofity, 
and which, in reality, is but the fruit of a 
falfe philosophy and of erroneous combina- 
tions, has frequently become fatal to us ; and 
to go no farther than the example with which 
the Ottomans furniih us of this truth, can it 
be fuppofed that, at the prefent day, they 
would have ventured to declare againft us a 
maritime war, in which they difplay remark- 
able aftivity, had they not been inilru^ied^ * 
in our own fchool,. in the art of fighting us? 
It is to oivr leflbns alone that they owe the fuc- 
cefs which they have had againft us, rather 
than to the advice and aflSftance of, other na- 
tions, which would never have been able to 
derive any advantage from this, had it not 
been taught long ago to know its ftrength 
and to make ufe of it. 

1 3 The 
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The pre(efttiment of what has happened in 
our days had BOt efc^d the genius of a 
i;reat philofopher, who, under the agreeable 
and light inaik of plea(antry, knew how to 
dtfgttife and prefent truth, and the criticifm 
of the follies, of governments. The reader 
may recoiled; thofe lines of VoLTAiaE, in 
which he anfwers a bookfellor who offers him 
a new work on military ta6iics: 

^f j€li%y i$ Behihutb ditejiahlt lihrairi^  
*^ Portiz voire taSfiqtu au chevalier di Tett^ 
<^ ^ifait marcher Us Turcs au nem de Sabaotbi 
^< Cejt Jut qui de canons couwant Us DardanelUs^ 
** A tuer Ut chritiens tnftridt Us inJliiUs *." 

But in vain does Philofophy raife her voice; 
ihe is not, iu general, heard but by thojRf whofe 
power is limited to the pradice of her pre- 
cepts in obfeurity, and who have no influence 

* ATTEMPTED IN ENGLISH. 

Vender of books,' deteftable as hell. 
To Chevalier de Tott thy tallies fell» 
That vile artificer of murderous work. 
The war's whole art expofing to the Turk, 
That infidels may learn to guard their (hore. 
And bathe their impious hands in chriilian gore. 

TroitJUtor. 

in 
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In public affairs. It is not that people do not 
often borrow her language, and endeavour 
to drefs themfelves in her livery; but every 
thing is confined to fteril declamation, and 
deceitful appearances; and as, in thafe latter 
times, true liberty was never more mifunder- 
ftood than iince it was inceflkntly talked of, 
phtlofophy is likewife in every mouth, and is 
(eldom r^uced to adion. A dark and waver* 
ing policy fupplies her place: yet hiftoiy re^ 
prefents to us the latter as a powerful weapon 
in the hands of Ambition, when it is wiflied 
to fport with the fate of nations, and tear hu* 
man nature to pieces*. 

On the 22d, towards the evening, a mulr 
titude of fifties of the fmall fpecies of tunney^ 
which the French feamen of the Mediter- 
ranean call pa^mt^ (bonito), appeared all 
at once near the fiiip ; they divided with ex* 
treme rapidity the furfacc of the waves, which 
they caufed to bubble, and they darted fome«- 
times out of th^ water by quick and tumul- 
tuous^ * leaps ; thefe fudden paiTages of fifhes, 
fwimming in clofe columns, are, in the eyes 
of navigators, a certain prefage of bad wea* 

* This was written before the i8th Brumaire. 

I 4 ther. 
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ther. In fa6l, the fky was charged widi va- 
pours, and the horizon began to be covered 
with clouds, which, to the north-weft, were 
interfered by fome vivid and repejated flaihes 
of lightning. The captain., faint and trem- 
bling, told me that it M-as uncommon to fail 
in thefe feas, ^ithoiit encountering fome vio-* 
lent ftorm; he added that, the year before, 
he had been caught in a gale of wind, which 
had put him in the greateft danger. In con* 
fequence, he ordered feveral fails to be taken 

\ in, although the weather was yet very fine, 

and employed fome precautions .which were 

^ jjiot attended with great fuccefs. 

Aft^sr having exhorted my timid fkipper to 
courage and vigilance, I went to bed and 
• fell into a found fleep. But on the 22d, at 
two o'clock in the morning, I was awakened 
by a great noife and by cries of ** The aars^ 
** thea^vtsl Cut! cut awayT I fprang on 
deck, and I faw that, notwithftanding his 
alarms and precautions, the captain had not 
the lefs fuffered himfelf to be furprifed by a 
very heavy fquall, which, bm-ftlng all at once 
on the velfel, ftill prefTed with more fail than 
ilie could carry, had overpowered her to fuch 
a degree tliat ihe was almoft half under 
\vatcr, Kiid op the point of being entirely 

burie4 
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buried in the waves. We contrived to right 
her, by cutting feme of the running rigging 
and Ipiitting a fail ; a few moments more, . 
and we fliould have been fwallowed up. I 
complimented the captain on his ikill, and 
returned to my bed, fully promiiing myfelf 
Tiot to make a long voyage, under the gui- 
dance of fuch feamen. 

In the morning, we found ourfelves near 
Rhodes; a frefli breeze irom the north-weft 
and a heavy fea prevented us fr6m follow- 
ing our route. Obliged to ply to windward 
with a bad veilel, we laboured a great deal 
without gaining any way; the fame obfta* 
pies only continuing to increafe, the cap- 
tain, tired- of making ufelefs efibrts, deter- 
mined to enter the harbour of Rhodes, 
where we anchored on the 24th, at four o'clock 
in the afternoon. 

ft 

I obferved that the coaft of Caramania, 
from Ca8T£1*Rosso to the entrance of the 
Gulf of Macri, is lefs elevated than that 
which is to the eailward of this iiland; but it 
is equally perpendicular, divided by lai^ 
ravines, and of a rock white and arid. 

The caravel, of which we had not loft fight, 
made fail in order to enter the Gulf of Ma- 
Chi, where ihe found an anchorage more fuit- 

able 
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al>le than that of Rhodes. This great bight 
18 oppofite to the city of Rhqpes^ and to the 
eaft of it; the ancients called it Glaucus 
SiNUs^ from the name of the river GiAVcuSf 
.which difcharges its vaters into it. A town of 
Caria, of which Pliny has made mention*, 
has given it its prefent deiiomination, which 
the navigators of PfiovENCE disfigure by that 
of J/eVbe, Golfe de la MhouK. .At the 
head of this gulf are difcovered fome very fine 
, remains of. antiquity^ in the ruins of the 
V ancient town of Telmissus. M. de Chois- 
SECJLL-GouFFiER has defcribed and cau&d 
to be drawn fome parts of them in his fuperb 
work on Greece f- In it are to be feen the 
magnificent fragments of a theatre and fome 
funeral monuments that atteil the gnmdeur 
and opulence of Telmissus, which time and 
the Turks have converted into heaps of rubbiili. 
The Gulf of Maori affords to ihipping ex- 
cellent havens, capable of containing fleets. 
There are fome very retired, which were fre- 
quented by a few veflels concerned in the. 
cariffoani or carrying-trade, during the thre^ 

Plin. lib. cap* xxxi. 

t y^j^p Uttorijqui de la Grici^i-^Voh u page ii6 and 
f0llowing. 
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wtntCT ilionths when navigation in the Ar- 
chipelago is flack, ind more dangerous. 
There, they paiTed the bad feafon in full fe- 
curity ; the crews w^re employed in refitting 
the veflelSy and in cutting wood, with which 
they loaded them in order to convey it to 
places wliere it was wanted^ and where they 
(old it This wood coft only the trouble of 
felling it; the fineft trees were at the difpofal 
of the firil comer; and I have been always 
ailoniihed that JPra^C£ never thought of 
procuring timber for ihip-building ir^ thefe' 
great infulated forefts, the prefervation of 
which no one fuperintended. Thefe folitary 
winter^retreats were not without amufements ; 
the abondaiice and variety of game ^d fiih 
checquered the pleafure of ihooting and fiih- 
ingy and the refources of the table ; on the 
other hftBd) bo interruption wais to be appre- 
hended on ibe part of the inhabitants; and 
this is not a trifling advantage in a country 
where men are the moft dangerous of all the 
living beings that can be met with. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

•« • • * * 

' . . • .• ^ . ' 

Vke^on/ulqfRhodes.'-^ofi/ulsin ike Levant 
^—Bad poUcy of the French gffcemmeni ta^ 
wards the Turh. — I/land and city ofBhetdesl 
T-Rats. — Dock-yards. — Colqfjus ^Rhodes'. 
' — Statues. ' — Climate and fertility of tTie 
i/tand. — Its names.— Compari/bn of its for* 
mer Jiate with its pre/ent Jituation. 

More fatigued by the melancholy folitude 
Qf my little ve0el than by the inconveniences 
which I had expcrieni:red» I haftened to quk 

' her. as ibon as the anchor was dropped in the 
harbour of Rhopes. I prefented myfelf at 

^ the houie of the French Vice-conful,. the.only 
dne of the nations of Europe who redded 
in the ifland. He did not live in th« city df 
Rhodes, but took up his refidence^ without 
the walls of the town, in a fmall Greek vil- 
lage, which may be confidered as a'fuburb. 
At M***'s, I experienced the moft polite re- 
ception and civilities beyond thofe which rou- 
tine has confccratcd, and which, neverthelefs, 

travellers 
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tnCvSellers do not ahfays meet with; We fee 
liut too frequently the man to whom the go** 
vemment intnsfts £>me authority in foreign 
countries^', him above all who is blinded by 
felf-^love to fuch a degree as to perfuade him* 
felf that he changes hb nature, and is -no 
longer the fame man, as foon as he gets into 
place, put on a cold and difgufting hauteur, 
which he takes for the becoming, but afiable^ 
tone of dignity ; fear the approach of the ob* 
fetver fufficiently clear-fighted to perceive his 
foUy and at times fomething worfe; in ihort, 
put into play a multitude of little fprings, 
among which incivility and want of refped 
are the moft powerful in the eyes of the deli- 
cate traveller, in order to keep him at a dif* 
tance; and, as I have heard fome of them 
fay, to get rid of troublefom« inquiries. Jea* 
lous, befides, of the information that an en- 
lightened obferver gathers, in countries which 
the greater part of the perfons of whom I 
am fpeaking did no more than inhabit ; con- 
ceiving that obfervations of every kind of 
which mpft of them were incapable, ought, 
like the official concerns of their adminiftra* 
tion, to remain an affair of office, and be 
tr^infmitted but by them alone, diey enn 
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ployed their influence to create kim bbft%* 
des and to thwart him m his |>roje^. 

Tbefe reflexions, whicli my meeting with 
proud men, though with fo few motives for 
lieing fo, had fug;gefted to me in the Levant 
and in the colonies, did not occupy my mind 
at Rhodes^ A friend to the ftiences, M*** 
honoured and loaded with civilities thofe who 
cultivated them, and his zeat could he com* 
pared only to the amiable hofpitality, which 
he took a pleafure in exercifing towards them. 
He employed his leifure hours in colle£ling 
various articles of curiofity, which he took 
great care to fend to France to the learned 
foci^ties ; a fomewhat confiderable number of 
medals, both of the Ifle of Rhodes and of 
Ca RAMAN I A, bad been acquired by him and 
addreifed to the Academy of Belles Lettres of 
Paris; and that company had charged M. 
Dacier with theiV correfpondence with M***. 
It was to be regretted that his education in 
fome way was not always equal to his good 
will; he had, for inflance, Angular notions 
of natural hiftory. Whatever I could fay to 
him, he confidered falamanders, common in 
his ifland, a^ inconibuilible animals, and able 
to live in fire. His cook had found one of 

them, 
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them, he aflureU me, in tUe middle ^of the t 
liotteft brazier, ^a8 in its natural element: he 
took a delight in fhewing it to me, preferved 
in fpirits of wine ; and his prepoffeffion was fo 
firong, that he. did not notice that the reptile 
had its feet burnt. He infiiled too that I , 
ihould take charge, for the cabinet of natural 
hiftory, of apiece of done, the form of which^ 
made him believe that it was a very extraor^ 
dinary human petrification ; his perfuafion, in ^ 
this refpe6i, w^s £b complete, that, in a me** 
morandum annexed to the prefent, he ex- 
preffed his wiih that fome fkilful hand might 
take off the firft ftony cover, under which he 
did not doubt that there would be difcovered 
the integuments, the glands, the fibres, and 
'all the moft delicate parts of living nature. 
Thefe trifling mi(takes, which we ihould 
not have taken the trouble to remark in other 
perfons leis animated with a love fur the 
fciences, became, in fome meafure, refpedla* ^ 
ble in M***, becaufe thty were a proof of 
his wiih to render himfelf ufeful in every line,- 
but that in which he diftinguifhed hnnfe}f 
msA, vrni the exercife of his fun&ions. Not 
one of the confuls in the Lev ant had ac« 
quired a more deferved confideration on the. 
part of the commanders of French ihips of 

war* 
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war; not one b^ more gtntPsHly gaiixed the 
refped and confidence of the captains of 
our mcrchant*veflels- He had frequently to 
firiiggle in fanmr of the latter againft the 
Na%ir^ or intendantof the tut vy, ii^ho com- 
manded at Rhodes^ in the abfence of the 
pacha. This Turkifli officer, an ill-difpofed 
man and an enemy of the Europeans, fought 
every opportunity of vexhig them. The 
French veflels whteh put into Rhodes, were 
often the olgeft of the extortions of the 
grpedy Muffuhnan, as well as of iVP**s 
courageous energy in defending them. Tliis 
is a juftice, ^ which all the perfons who took 
apy intereft' in the trade of tlie Levant, felt 
a pleafure in rendering to him ; and my wor- 
thy and unfortunate friend, the* refpe6iable 
and feeling J)*Entrecasteaux in particu* 
lar, who, during his different cruifes in the 
Archipelago, had been witneis of the ex- 
aggerated claims of the Nazir and of M***'s 
bold refiftance, frequently fpoke of the lat- 
ter in the moft honourable teims, and la- 
mented his ill fuccefs in not obtaining re- 
paration for the outrages whi^h the French 
experienced at Rhodes. 

D'Entrecasteaux had, on fome occa- 
fions, joined his complaints to thofe of the 

conful ; 
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conlbl; but itwfe« to no purpofe, and th^ 
produced only a' dry* and haughty letter, bor^ 
dering on impertinence, from the French am- 
bafiador at Con&tawtinople. M*** re- 
ceived it 'at the titne when I was at Rhoi>e9, 
and be was fo mortified at it, that he, from 
that moment^ refolved to relign a poft which 
he loil all hopes of occupying honourably;* 
and in which he mt^fi have been long re- 
gretted* 

Such was the conduft of the French gd- 
Tcmtnent in Turket; it there fhewed itfelf 
complaifatit to excefs, and tolerant even t<y 
mednnefs. It made nothing of abandoning 
its- ^degate^, whfen, penetrated with their 
diities and the importance of their funf^ions, 
tliey difpkyed any firmnefs. The Turkd were 
become fo habituated to this pufiUanimous 
condefcenli<)n, that it was not uncomthon to 
iee them break out agatnft the French in the 
moft Terious excjpffes, which remained un- 
puniOied. The afTaflTmation of ouf conful at 
Alexandria was not revenged; nor was 
more fatisfadlion obtained refpefting the two 
French interpreters, who, in the exercife of 
their fun6iionSj were delivered ap, in Stria, 
to the hmTible ptmifhment of the baftinadb 
on the foles of the feet; and one of whom. 
. voLiiii - K expired 
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expired under the blows, and the other was 
deprived, fqr the reft of his days, of the 
power of walking*. A thoitfand other out«^. 
rag^s have been like wife unpuniihed; and the 
p90te£Hon which the Vrenfihti^biyed in Tub^ 
SET was rather the effeA of the good will of 
the Turks than of the vigour of the French 
government 

Ourambafladors atCoNSTANtiNOPi<|:paid: 
little attention to the complaints which :reachr 
td them from all parts of the Levant: they 
taok good care not to difturb their own tran« 
fnillity, and to expofe their own dignity, by 
mppTtiMmg the Ottoman minifiers with par-r 
tial remdnilrances ; thefe remained in obli- 
vion, as did they who addrefled them under 
- oppceflGion and injullice. Like the envoys tn 
the other powers, confining theonfelves to tho 
file politics .of courts, the French ambaffador) 
at GoN.STAiffiNOFLE wifhed alfoto appeait 
ocouj^ied only by politics, in a countiy when 
there ve none; and« in order to affefi to giye 
tbemlMves up entirely to an imaginaiy labotir^ 
they had for a long time been fbliciting the 



*^ I hMVt giren the ptrticaUn of tkefe crima hi i^ 
TrwiL MB Uffir ^4 L$wir Mijjftf voL i. page lif sad fol- 
lowing. 
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t&aiAiHimsoA. of a genera} confol, vfho^ to- 
fidioj^ io the capital of the Turkkh empii^ 
nv^^ !rid them of ccnntneicisil asfiairi^ which 
they «lifilained. 

And tbi9 haughtjr indtifisreQce, fo prijodi- 
cial.to the interefis of the natioRyV wa^ tiot 
always (peculiar to the fbrnier delegates. Some 
DQofuls^ . of the number 4Dfd}ofe wbcv ad Yoi> 
TAtRS faid, thought themfeives Roman con^ 
IhlSy.fct up too &r agents in diplomatio afiairs, 
ttitiiOT^ by their inftitutioos, they wert 
flKgeots in commerce. They coiifidere4 as 
beneath them honourabie and ufeful func« 
tiohs, in order to create for themselves frivo^ 
lous and imaginiajy ones : they affumeda tone 
of dignity and importance, which, in. the 
eyes of many people, are the equivalents of 
merit, and they converted themfeives into 
ambafladors. I fai^, at Alexandria, a. con* ^ 
ful, who, in the laft war againft the £nglifliy 
did not &il to notify the militaty events 
which came to his knowledge, through old 
gasettes^ to the Serdar, the Mamalftk who 
commanded there, land M'^ho was abfohitely 
ignorant that war had broken out in Eurofe, 
ud etPtn that there exified any diffin:enee be** 
tweenthe French and the EtigHdi, whom he 
alike eonfounded and defpifed under the 
< ^ ' x: S nan^e 
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wtme of /nndfct, tmd not unfrequetttly under 
that ofdogt. As foon as he was informed of 
the firft hoftilttie^ this fame contui iffucd an 
ordinance, by which he ibrbad five or fix 
French fa&ors fettled at Albxakdria, to 
hold any communication with two or three 
Eagliih fa^brs who were likewiie there, or 
even to fpeak to them. Thus, in a moment, 
he defiroyed the . old and neceflaiy intimacy 
which reigned on a foreign and defolate land, 
between a fmall number of men iharing the 
fame anxieties, the fame dangers^ and having 
no recreation and diverfion but in parties, 
which, diough formed by fubje6ls of inimical 
gpveniments, prefented only a fociety of 



Accordingly, with the exception of afinall 
number pi cpnfiils who ftill diilinguiihed 
themfelvcs by extenfive knowledge, and by 
a worthy exercife of 0ieir fundions, it was 
lamentable to fee the interelis of commerce, 
that is, one of the moft certain fources of na* 
tional . profperity, config^edto igporantand 
unexperienced hands. Under . the reign of 
Xonis XIV. a period when our ^commercial 
opentions in the JLevant were more flou- 
riihing, our. privileges more extenfive, and 
the French more re%e6bld' in TiJItxCT, the 
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confols who refided there weie tal(«m ftoa 
the clals of merchant^i better qntlitjMl tfaui 
any bthers to give to commerce a ftroDg im« 
pulfe, and to dired its. concerns with greater 
iuccefs. Indeed, ftich . choices, the Quflom 
of whidi the Dutch have preferved, were far 
preferable to thofe of giddy youths lent from, 
Paris, under Louis xvi. to fcandalize th^ 
fea-port towns in the Levant by their igno^ 
ranee and inutility. The greater part of the 
old confttls^ whofe long experience, in a coun- 
try where nothing can fupply its place, be^ 
came, as well as old fervices, inconteftaUe 
motives for beitig continued^ had been n* 
placed by men no lefs ftrangers to trade than 
to the cuiloms of the Orientals; by men 
among whcnn we might in vain have looked 
for other titles to the place which they occu'- 
pieid, than the favour which had placed them 
in it; by men, in ihort, who were eaten up 
by the fooliih vanity of confidering them* 
felves and of afting as ambafladors. 

Thence it happened that, in order to com- 
pen&te for the ignorant indifferen<;e of peo- 
ple of acknowledged incapacity, local affiiira 
remained in the. hands of the droguemans^ 
or interpreters attached to the confulates. 
Tbefe itfcfiil men, among whom I have known 
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fimTCf vfiy «IliMabIe ones, were, from their in? 
ft*6y^^rtt laf bred At CoysTAKTiNOPts, 
where natibiifelcji^gy grew we^k, ,and wher^ 
they ^ntra6led the habh of treading tlwsi 
Mu^uhnadd. Clothed like the Turks, and be*? 

, oomei as it Ivcsre, f<>ttigiAer^ to their country 
by their mantier^ and their connexions, they 
kitroduced, in their concerns witb the men in 
power, ibe litieafy titni^ty of perfons f\ifoje<^4 

. W oriental defpotifin; the ^quivering accents 
of weaknefs were frequently fubftituted to the 
t^e of dignity ; iBtil4 ^Mi tholfe occafions itf 
wfcch it w^ neceffa^y to fpeak with firmtieis^ 
tfi*y frequently employed nothing but humble 
rep^cftntatidii*. What idea could tM Turiaj 
fetitt of* a gtfverni«ent ^Imh' exprcffed itfelf 
no other\#lfii thaii by weak and tPembli^gj or* 
gftiis? 'TbiM it is that F^aicce daily loll her 
credit and confequente itt TviCkbv>* fhat 
brcaqjies of refpeft and juftice %v^re a<^cumu- 
hited, and that the way 3va$ paved td tiic en- 
tire lofs of her influence and c4)mmerce. ' 
• If, aihdng the agents in tlje LeVan/P,- there 
were any who, penetrated with the iiiij|>oMaiice 
of theiv fundioM and the^-Mtent of -f^f 
deities, employed all tbeir ni€isln»t<l fupport 
the honour of the* flag of France, jari^i the 
intereft of her trade, not by the • bark^eti* ^ 

1 terioc 



GR££C£ A99 TtfKKkT* 



^3S 



teridr of ihanrmdsifleiitatipii, butlij a conf; 
dud at cmcewxfe-^nd firm/ rei^d withotfr 
fervilitj, 9 fcardpulous attention to avoid etrery 
thing that mtg^t dii|)leafe the aitthotitieS' 
near which they ^were placed^ and ^vt them 
lunbragCy yet at the fame time not to fuffer 
any infringement on th^ rights fixed by trea- 
ties; the latter, I §ay^ contentmg themfelvesi 
vith. being ulefal without ^mp, and witili 
rendering important fervices without knowing 
the art of making the moft of them, re* 
siained without advancement; and, ingene** 
ral,. fickened by difgufi, like the reipeftajble 
conful at RaoDxs. 

Thb Ifland of Asia, which the obferva^ 
tions of M. Chazelles place in latitude S0^ 
iff^ is much longer than it is broad; its 
greatefi length, in a diredion from north to 
fouth, is about twelve leagues ; it is but fix 
in breadth, and its circuit is commonly eiii* 
mated at forty-four leagues. Ita form is 
nearly triangular, whence it obtained thf 
name of T^inacjliaj which it bore inf former 
times, with a great many others. 

The city which bears the fame name of 
Rhopes, and which is the capital of the 
ifland as well as the chief feat of its govern- 
ment, is fituated to the horth^eaft. It is for- 
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tifycdf andnts rampart&^paiikadce.t^fttlie ftate' 
cCnfegled and decay of ; nev^xy thing that is 
in: th^ hands of the Tuiikfi^ ' .fiot proud re^^ 
coUeAiona. are attached to di^/add vilLpre^^ 
;itfrve them eternally in tho/meiiiDiy of man'^ 
kind ; diey will, to the lateft pofterity,: be a- 
teftimony of what valour can. achieve agaioft 
the moft * formidable foriees, /valour : which 
duty and a fenie of honour alone inf^ired/ 
|lid whibh was neither fuUiedt by the: ambi- 
tion of conqueftsy nor the allurement of the 
fpoils .of the vanquiihedv It was on thia 
theatre .t>f glory that ViLLiKas de l'ILe 
Adah, loaded with years 'and with the palms 
pf heroifm;.and who, to be one of ^he mod 
renowned generals in the world, wanted no 
inore thah the command of a large aimy, 
infpiriting a handful of combatants already 
uiultiplicjd by .their own courage, long checked 
-the attaakfi and efforts of the vi£lorious arms 
x)f the proud Soli man. Htftory hastranf* 
jnitted to us the unheard-of. prodigies which 
jcendered illuftri^us the defence of Rhodes. 
Soliman's t»nmph, which cofl him a hon- 
:dre4 thouiaad of his bed .txx)ops, was atleafl 
^ot profaned by a6b of atrocidufnefs and. bax-^ 
Parity; and he gave not the example of the 
abonkini^ble cruelty/ which, in contempt, of 
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iblemn conventic^iid, tine lieutenant of one of 
his fucceffors, a Wrrior wiio knei^ only how . 
to be ferocious, exercifed, at the eapture of 
Famaoubta, towards its 'valiabt defbndec;. 
The Ottoman prince was acquainted ivith all 
the value of courage ; he underllood how to 
appreciate it, and pay it homag^ even in 1m 
enemies: he loaded the grand mafter Vil-- 
LiERs D£ l'Ile Adam with attention andder 
ference, and. endeavoured to make him for-, 
get the blow which the fate of arms had juft 
given him * * ' • 

Abandoned by the reft of Europe, the 
knights of the order of St. Johk of Jekusa^ 
LEM were forced to evacuate Rhodes, and 
carry to Malta the reumant of their own 
body, which had efcaped from the fword of 
the Mufiulmans; there, they acquired frefh 
claims to the admiration of future ages;* there^ 
their heroifm was a long time maintained by 
a crowd of glorious aftions. But the forget>- 
fulnefs of refpe6table, yet degenerated inilitu>- 
tiofis, an empty Ihew of obedience to old 
cuftoms, and a frivolous vanity, . afTumed the 
place of a noble and juft pride ; licentioufnefs, 
that powerful mean of deftru'ftion to ancient 
inftitutions, which time itfelf 'had reipefted, 
chwged the face of an aflbciation whofe bril- 
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liant career reckoned a gr^ iiumbcT of yetrs 
of ^ory ; and, at the expiration of a few daya , 
of irrefolute defence, ii; annihilated itfelf, by 
giving up . th9. litfl afylum of Its honourabld 
exifleiice to an^mmy mucb. lefs numerous, 
bat, indeed,: much more 'formidable than that 

oftSoLIMAN. 

* In feveral places of the city of Rhodes are 
ftill to be feen marks of the ancient poffefiion 
of the ordiSr of St. John of Jerusalem ; 
a long fireet there prefervei thename of Rve 
DK3 Chevaliers ; it is perfedily ilraight, and 
« formed of old boufes, cm which remain the 
armorial bearings of the members of the or* 
der. Some of thefe buildings ftill exhibit the 
Acms of the Pope ; and it is rather aftoniihing 
'that the Turks, confummate mafiecs in the 
infernal art of de{lru6lion, have refpe£ted 
thefe emblems of the fovereignty of the c^«* 
tholic pontiff whom they hold in abhorrence, 
becaufe. they conftder him as the natural and 
irreconcileable enemy of their religion. How- 
ever, we ceafe to be furprifed at this fort of 
inconfiftency in the anions of the Muifu^ 
maxxBp when we have feen. them, in our days^ 
fly to arms, and take a. very a3;ive part in a 
war, one of the motives of which is the re* 
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eftabtiihmtot of the court of iRome and of 
the onAer of Ma lta. 

The andcBt church of St. John is become 
the principal mofque ; the hofpital has beea 
transfprhied into public granaries, and the 
palace of die gr^nd mailer, falling into ruins> 
i» almofi entirely deferted. The harbour itfelf 
has, in a rbanner, changed its fade ; it no 
loRget is; that bafiri, whofe deep waters affords 
l^d a Q<mimodious ihelter to fhips of every fize; 
po longer are thofe qus^ys enlivened by all the 
afttvity of a ^ouriihing trade. It 13 bow little 
frequented, except by Greek, boats, and by a 
few merchant-veffels which piit in there ; it is 
half choked up, and ihips of war are obliged 
to .cail atichor without, where they are but 
indifferently proteded from the wintls and 
wa\res by tome points of land and ibme ifaoali; 
The entrance of. the harbqur is def^rnded, on 
the one fide, by a fquare tower, donftruSted 
by a gtand mailer, of the or^er ; ijnfcriptions 
and other marks recall to mind the period of 
its foundation; the Turks ftill pall it &n 
JobnI^ Tawer^ although the Greeks have 
phanged this name into that of St. NicaoiAs; 
mffe generally i^iopted in the Let ant. Oq 
the other iide, is a tower not fo high, nor f^ 
iHron^ ^hich f^. aajne4 St. Angelo's or Sr^ 

Michael's 
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'MieHsA'EL*^ Tcfwer. The harbour is as'if di- 
vided into two by a fmall mole, which proje^ 
within it, and forms an enclofute, into nfhich 
kottts alone c&n enter, and which, on that ac- 
count, is called Boat^harbour. 

" ' Independently of the large harbour, there 
was another on each fide ; the one was the 
harbour for the gallies, where they can no 
kkiger eqter at this day ; the other is choked 
up, and almoft entirely dry. Every thing is 
d<^ftro}*ed> every thing is aiinihilated under a 
gbvemment *which knows only how to enjoy, 
or rather to abufe the prefent, and to Vhich 
the moft fimpte calculations of forefight are 
imknown* * ** 

^ In .the harbour of Rhodes, I learnt how 
ikitors contrive to get rid of rats that ^re 
troubfefome, and to make them pa& to their 
neighbours. Our veflel was fuH of thefe gnaw- 
hig animals; they there occafioned confidera* 
ble havock^ and devoured or fpoilt the pro* 
vifions. A Greek bark, loaded with applet, 
came and caft anchor near us. Our lailors, 
wiliiout making the fmalleft noife, ran out to 
her, during the night, a hawfer or cablet, and 
then drew it tight, fo that it might ferve a4 

^a bridge to the rats: the latter, : attraded by 
the finell of the apples^ .of which tliey are 

very 



very foiid, pafTed, without tiie txceptioa of a 
iingle one, into the bark, and there gave the 
Greeks reafon to curfe their neighbour. 

Yards for fhifhbuilding/ which might, initb 
fo much reafon, be called workihops of dila- 
pidation, are eftablifhed at RfibDEs for iiie 
Ottoman navy : the timber which is employed 
there is taken from the fine and vail forces of 
Caramania, and even from thofe of the 
ifland^ but the latter, cut down without re* 
ferve, are almoft exhauiled, and now afford 
but feeble refources. % Ships are built with Sk 
much flownefs, and the choice of the timber 
which is introduced iQto their cdnftruAion ft ^ 
fo bad, that it has happened more than once 
to fee them half rotten before they are entirely 
finifted. Tlie builders fcarcely employ any 
other wood , than fir, which, when it is cufc 
down in a' proper feafon, and preferved with 
the neceflary precautions, is almoft incorrupt 
tible. - The pines, which, in this country, are 
felled in January, and in Augufi, are reckoned 
tOi units the beft qualities : but the Tdrio^ 
paying no regard to this obfervatioA, and 
caring little to make for their fovereign worki 
of lafting nature, cut down the trees at all 
timesyi at. the period when the (kp is rifing as 
well as when it is at a (land ; they K)tewt6 
t indifferently 
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injjiffemitly make^ufe of greeiiwood/- fullof 
Tap aad refin, m^hich bends, warps^ and fooii 
deqays; fo chat.befpre a ihip is launched, her 
libs and timbers are frequently rotten, without 
any attempt being made to replace them, or 
V^thotit the building and equipment of a vef^ 
a^f whofe frafne is already decayed, being' 
4ifcon tinned. 

! The greaCeft dtforder reigns 4n the admi-* 
Juration of thefe dock-yards ; all thofe who 
tTi& emplbyed in them vie with each other in 
jdundering; the head men, in particular, are 
^ery well verfed in the art of acquiring, by 
l^eir robberiesj multiplied to excels, confi* 
derable riches, ¥^hich, mod times, become in 
their turn the objeft of the cupidity and plun^ 
^er of men greater than themfelves. This 
Iff^ft g^ng of public robbers, devouring each 
other fucceflively, is one of the attributes of 
f|ie Ottoman government, if we may thus 
^1 the feat of diforder: this is one of the 
j^Utical vices which |H-eys on it with the moft 
$/S^y and which, for a long tisse paift,- has 
f)iq^.^ying the w$y to its ruin; it is tn- 
if^ent jn every j^^u of confuiiob: and we 
{igve f^n yeiy rec«0jbly:tjbat it was not nocisf'' 
f^^ te[ gQ td TtiRKsr tA meet itith it in 'all 
jHSr.«jergj;. . : ' :. 

v:*' . Who 
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: Who )ias not h(card of the famous colofltiB^ 
owk cif f the feven wondeiis of the WQiid^ 
wiiichy being "placed, it is faid, at the e» 
ttance of the harbour of Rhosde^^ was tall 
eaough for j9ups to pafs between its legs? 
Accofding to Pij'Ny*, this was a monument 
irhich commanded admiration. It iras the 
production of an.artift, bom at Livdus, one 
of the towns .of the Ifland of Rhoj>£s, and 
i pupil of LYiipj?u;i, a ftatuary of. great ce^ 
lebrity. Other hiftorians afikm that.he onl^P 
began it, and that, having killed himfelf, 
another fculptor of the fame country com^ 
pleted the work. . . fie this as it may, twelve 
ye^rs were tftfnfuraed in ere^hg this co- 
loflus. Its height was feventy cubits, which > 
is about one hundred and £ve of our feet; 
Ibme authors hfi ve citrned it to eighty cubits 
or one hdndredand twenty feet, and even 
to one hundred and fifty feet At the ex* 
piration <}f fifty-fix years, it k^ thrown 
down by an earthquake ; and proftrate as it 
lay, it iliil' appeared a prodigy* Few men 
could claQ>. the thumb of this gigantic ftatue ; 
each of its fingers was larger than moil Ihi' 
tues : its different part^, when broken, fhewed 

* Hift. Nat lib. xxxiv* cap. vii* 
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in their infide VkH oavitles, ibme oiF which 
were filled with ftdnes of an immenie fize, 
imtended 'to add to its weight,^ and give it 
greater liability*. 

No one thought of railing again fo heavy 
a mafs ; it remained extended on the ground 
near nine hundred years, and it was not tiU 
tfac/ year 672 that it was carried off, after 
having been taken to pieces t^ Almoft all 
authors agree that it required nine hundred 
camels to remove its remains; and the load 
qf each camel being eftiroated at eight hun- 
dred pounds, it refults that the weight of the 
coloifus was near feven hundred and twenty 
thoufand of our pounds j;. All the bronze 
of which it was formed was ihipped and car-* 
ried' away by the Arabs, when they made 
them&l ves m^fiers, of the city. 
• However, the common opinion which repre- 
fents the coloifus of Rhodes at the entrance 
of the harbour, and fliips paifing in full fail 



* PLIVY9 at tlie place quoted.' . 

f Qontx.eirfiyng. ii Jdmimftr* Imfmi, cap jexi. and 
xxii. • 

. X Mgmmns, d$ fAcadhmt ii$ Ii^fmftkns H BilUi Littra, 
vol. xxiv. page 360. Refledions on the chapter of the 
34th book of Pliny* in which mention is made of works 
iabronze^ by Coant Qaylus. 
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eclwefen m extended legs, is ^rroneoua,. as 
ftlteri! 6f the l^fned; ^nd-M. i^t CAtlvs- 
hi'partictilar, have- very dearly proved t they,, 
with liiuch greater' pr<flbabflity, place tlifis ttM> 
i^Maeiit of tlie power 6^ the Rhoctkfis lit feme 
drftance from thefea*. 

TWs enormous ftatue was not the otiWon& 
thatnf trafted attention in tht city of Rhodm ;* 
PtfNV reckons tf handled other coloffufiss not 
ib large, whkh rofe niajeftically in it»' different 
quarters f . Befides theft, here were to be feea! 
five others, the w-ork of Bkr axis, ^and repre- 
fenting divinities. This extraordinary quan-* 
flty of colofllir figHres, atfembled within the 
walls of a fnigle city, had obtained the Hho- 
diaiis the furname of Colojians. If we recall, 
to mind that common ftatues were here fo 
extremely numerous, that the ancients com- 
pared their number to that of the inhabitants ; 
iF we remark too that riie moft ancient fchool 
of painting, fome pofitive traces of which are 
W be difcovered an;9ng the Greeks, was efta- 
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• Memoire ^*Catlu$> before quoted. 



/ f • Sunt alii minorif hoc in e&dem wrhe cohffi unfnm mmisrci 
fed ubicunqut fingidi fuiffent nobilitfUuri locum* pLi»Y> lib* 
xxxiv. cap. vii. 
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blifhed in the Iflaml of Rhodes, in the time 
of An AC a£0 k * ; that one of the moil fiunous. 
painters of antiquity,, Protooenes of Cau- 
wSj here painted his mafter*ptecesy we ihall 
form an idea of the degree of ffdendour and 
activity to which the fine arts were here car^ 
ried ; and if we caft our eyes on the date of 
depopulation, ruin, and wretchedneis, in which 
the prefent town languiflies, we ihall have the 
meafure of the mifchief that can be effe6led 
by barbarous and defpotic ignorance* 
. But the coloffus th^ moft diftinguiihed, ,that 
which was named the Coloffus of th^ Sun^ had 
been ere^ed in honour of that deity. The 
whole ifland was confecrated to him ; one of 
th£ moil beautiful temples of antiquity had 
likewife been conilrucled in honour of him ia 
the capital of the iiland, and his worihip wa$ 
there as general, as that of Venus in the 
Iiland of Cyprus. This was the dkGt of 
the gratitude of a people, whofe territoiy, aC'* 
cording to tlie general opinion, being innn* 
dated by an extraordinary deluge, had owed 
its deficcation to the rays of the fun ft who 

' * PaOw, Rtthercbti Pbtkfipbtqiut fir let Grttt, Tol. u. 
page 94. 

t DiODO&vs of SiciLv# lib, iv« cap. Ivi. 
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alio feems to have adopted the iilapd as the 
temple of his mild influence : there is no day 
in the year in which he does not appear at leaft 
for fome moments; and this remark of the 
ancients  agrees perfeftly with the obferva* 
tions of the modems. M * * *^ who had re* 
Tided at Rhodes for feveral y£ars> aflured ttte 
that, whatever were the opakenefs and quan* 
tity of the clouds, the fun always found means 
to fhew himfelf at intervals. 

An-ifland which the luminary of day fa* 
vbured in fo peculiar a manneri could not faU 
tobe the.fubjeft of the praifes of the pOets; 
they called it, in their brilliant language^ the 
daughter of Venus, and the wife of the Suk. 
It bore feveral other names in antiquity ; the 
tnc^ remarkable, becaufe it is connected with 
the nature of the climate and of the foil, is 
that of Macaria, fortunate, which it ihared 
with the Ifland of Ctfrus. It» neverthelefi^ 
furpafies that ifland, if not by the fertili^ of 
the land^ at leaft by its milder and more agree- 

* They faid the fame thing of Sjracufi.'^Su Pliny, 
lib. ii. cap. bdi. The Ifland of Rhopbs* w^ich the fan 
feemed never to abandon, was. diftingi^^iihed by the epithet 

of ckMT* 

'J JLaiu/a6ma alii ciaram Rt^doit,*\ Hoa. 
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able temperaturCr Here the heat is- not eir*- 
ceffive; here'long droughts do not burn the 
jpjants, dry up the uraters, or caiife the inha- 
^bitahts to fufFer. A temper^tte climate, a pure 
air, fine fprings which at all times fupply 
iMnts, and are conducive to agrebabfenefs $ 
railies of a rich and fertile foil, covered by 
, plentiful harvefts, and clothed with rich paf* 
tureS) iliaded by trees bearing precious fruits; 
Mich as the olive, the orange, and the ^ 
titt:^ which flowers embellifli with their luilre 
and peifume with their fweet emanations ; 
floping hills on which the vine is cultivated; 
or which prefent to numerous ilocks a luxu* 
jiant and odoriferous herbage ; mountains 
where grow the moft beautiful trees> whofe 
Verdure is eternal, would ftill render it one of 
the moflf delightful abodes in the world, did 
»ot the iron hand of the Turks efface a part 
of the colours of this fmiling pidure, A 
gloomy nakedn^fs diffufes melancholy ovei? 
places formerly adorned by the riches of na-" 
ture and induftry ; and the~ men who are 
called thither by an agreeable and truly happy 
country, are driven back by the terror irifpired 
by a horde of fpoilers. Happinefs no longer 
inhabits a land foTmerly Jortunate ; and the 
golden fliowcr, which the poetic of antiquity 
^ caufed 
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Ctufed to fall there, as an emblem of its richer 
And: brilliant advantages, is converted into a. 
fionn of deM^tion. 

r The na!aie of the Ifland of TIhodes has 
Wercifed the refcarches and.conjedui^s of 
etyxnologirts. Bocua&t, oiie of the moft in«^ 
defatigable/ building on the name oiOpHimij' 
that is, SNAKi list Ay d^ by which the ancientsr 
MdSfiinguiflied it on account of the number of 
tkofe dangerous reptiles with which it was in^ 
fefied, no doubty when it was firft inhabited, - 
iays that the Phoenicians alfo called it SifAKt 
IsLAKDy in- their language GBsiRAT-'RHoDf 
this latter word fignifying a fnake, \f hence 
the Greeks afterwards , formed the name of 
Rhodes, which the ifland hats fince prefen^ed. 
This learned conjeSure is not the moft na- 
tural; and it is more fimple, methinks; to 
derive the name of Rhodes from that of 
Rhodos, which, in Greek, fignifies a rofe, a 
flower veiy common in this country, and whofe 
figure is to be found on the medals of the 
illand, of which it is the emblem. 

After having loft and feveral times reco*^ 
vered their liberty, the Rhodians palfed under 
the domination of the Romans. At the time 
of the decline of the Greek empire, they be- 
came the fubjcfts of the Genoefc, of the Arabs,- 

I. 3 of 
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of the knights of St. John of JznvsAtziSs 
and) laftly> the flaves of the Ottomans. Thia 
was the term of theif glory and of their com* 
merce; and had not hiflory handed down to, 
us proofs of th(;ir ancient love for the fciencei 
and fine arts, of the magnificence of their 
city, of their induftry in fecdnding Nature^ 
who liad poured her gifts with fuch pxofuiioii 
on their territory, of their enterprifing a&i» 
vity, and of their (kill in navigation, in ihort, 
of the great 1;rade of which their ifland wa& 
the centre, no one could fufpeSl, were he now 
9.t IluoiiEs, that he was in their ifland and 
,»moi)g their defcendants. 
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Jbicient cities of the IJland ^Rhodes; — B>a^ 
. vages of men. — Earthqwdces. — Formation 

ef the IJland of WxoAa.-^Plague. — Inhabi-* 
'. tants of the iftand. — Its happy pojition^ its 

harbours, . its produSions. — Bartavelles, or 

Greek partridges. — Partridges. — Turtles. — 
. PiBurer of a beautiful /blitude.—Quails^^^ 

Woodcocks,. —Fijhes. --^Sponges. — Coral, 

The city of Rhopes is at this day the only 
one in the iiland ; at very ancient periods there 
were three others^ which no longer exifted in 
the time of Pliny*. The mod confiderable 
of thefe three cities, the country of Chares/ 
who made or at leuft began the famous coloflfus 
confecrated to the Sun, was called Lindus, and 
contained a magnificent temple, dedicated to 
Minerva. Some veftiges of it (till remain, 

• Hift. Nat. lib, rir. 
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with the name of L1NDO9 in a l\amlet iituated 
nearly in the middle of the eaft fide of the 
ifland, and entirely peopled by Greeks: its 
harbour, by no means fpacious, is much fre- 
quented by the fmalLiriiftiof the country, 
which there take in the commodities of the 
ifland, and bring thither merchandife from 
dtber paruJ Accordingly almoft all the i^ 
habitants^ of Lin do are .given to commerce, 
or to the. carry ing-tnide:bf the neighiiounng 
cbafi» and\i!ft^]SH)^;. they .nairigate with finall 
!fafi:4kil)trg viMHs whick;Uiey themfelves don- 
ihii^, an\d to^ which they give ^X^eatet iblidity - - 
than tot' the ft ips th^t o6me off khe.ilo($k& of 
BHODifcs ^>rthe acc^Ottttt of the .govetamemt 
A few Lindians alfo employ themfelves in rural 
labouri^; but, of a.11 the quarters of the ifljunli 
that which tl^ey- inhabit being the lead fiit for 
tillage, on account of its ftony and uneven 
natur^.;. culture principaHy cqnfiAs of planta^ 
tlons of. vines, fig-trees,, and others. 

Tb^ fecond city, which bore the 'name of 
Camyros, was fituated on the weft coalK al*- 
mofl; opposite to I^i^'Dus; there no longer 
exift any traQes of it but the name of Camyro^ 
9. Greek village, built on the fanie fpot. 

No indication is to be found of the moft 
^Hpieiit of theft tliree cities, Jalyssos ; it i& 

- ' •• - knowA 
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linown oxiiy'tiidt it waft fituated on the north 
ooaft of the iflaiid. 

'When* we ic^ivw iib thought this innome- 
nkie ixmltitode of cities an4 great edifioevi 
iyiiidi bare covered in diffece&t. places the 
furfi^ce of the earth, and which have beeft 
fuoceffirely . effixbd, ve cannot but yield to 
the painful fenfatioris excited by the Tage of 
niat^uiid. . l&uan«ents which the genius of 
the arts and the patience of induilFj eneft 
with fo much ibtidi^ and flownefs, cramble 
to an inilabt under the blows of impetuout 
torbartfin^i or by. the mott fuciden ihocka of 
the terrible^ art of war, which delights only in 
blood ittd tuifis* Man- throws down what 
man buikls up; in his mind time i» too flow; 
he aiiticipites the rarages of ages, for which 
he ieems to ehty them; and, in his rage for 
deftruiEtion, he leaves^ very far behind hinig 
the moft ferociouB animals, . whofe malice he 
furpaflesy by being himfdf the deftroyer of his 
own fpecies. The partial confufion which 
violent commotions of tlie earth fome times 
^ccafion; are not of a %*ery perceptible effe^ 
on the map of.devafiations, if we compare 
them to the vaft extent of ruins with which 
Ut^ hft^d of man has (Irewn the furface of 
the |{Mtf ; and if hifiory makes mention of 

the 
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the convulfions of natufcr, vhich kave anct^ 
. cntly thrown down edifices, in the Ifhind of 
RaoDES, war and the fury of fuperftitious 
igfDonuice havfy without compariibn, there 
tfeiboyed and overthrown more than tune and 
fiibternmeoiis fliocks* 

Earthquakes were, neverthelefii rather fire^ 
qoent hi this ifland, at the time of its forma- 
tkm, if» indeed, it be true that it ilTued from 
the bofom of the waters, as was imagined by 
the ancients^ who coniidered it as a prefient 
lirom the fea» whence they .gave it. the name 
cf FbiagiAj daughter .of liie iea, in order to 
pre/erve the memory of its origin. But its 
great proxhnity to the continent, the advanced 
cape which flretches out towacds the coaft, 
and which appe'i^ts to have formed the junc^ 
tion between the ifland and the main land, 
Jead me to prefume, with imne degree of pro* 
babillty, that tbey have been unhed, and that 
the ifland was formerly no more than a great 
promontory of Asia Minor. Be this as it 
may, the Ifland of Rhodes % bo longer in 
our days agitated by earthquakes; and it 
would be an abode equally iafe and agreeable^ 
if two other fcourges ftill more dreadful^ the 
> plague and Ottoman defpotifm^ did notcooy 
vert it into a place of fear and defolaticn. 4 

The 
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Tlie Turks, ^ho dally live and die vi6tinit 
oFthe plaguy cany the germs of it whererer 
they land. No precaution is taken to prevent 
its communication, or to ftop its progrefs. A , 
perfon infe£led with the ph^e penetrates^ 
with as much liberty as the mod healthy man^ 
into every part of the empire^ and no one 
thinks of avoiding his company. From this 
4^rcumiiance^ it is not aftonilhing that the 
Xiljmd of RHODES) like all the other conntriet 
fif TuftKET, is cxpofed to the moft terrible 
of contagions, which cannot be attributed to 
Us climate, one of the moil wholefome and 
jgioft agreeable in the world 

I ihaU, on this occafion, mention aprefervar 
tive againfi the plagne, which feme Italian 
monks of the order of Sx* Feancis, known 
in the Levant by the appellation of Faihen 
of the Holy Landf communicated to me at 
Rhopiisj where they had a hoJpice\ and 
ferved as chaplains to the French vice-conful, 
for this magiftrate was the only one there of 
his nation ; his phyfician even was a Greek of 
the courtry. Thefe monks affirmed, from 
their owii experience, and that of their bie^ 
tbren eftabliihed in many other countries of 



f 4 jlfiCf of ftorfit9(llls.^pC|||ts|inm^n^ fqs t^Fellen. 
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the East; that aa infaniUi m^n of guard- 
tug s^tnft the phtgu^ eonfiih in fwallowing^ 
fverj sfioriiuig) fafiing:, a glafi of One's own 
Jurine, in which the juice of a lempn has been 
jnprefled*. This remedy^. or to make \kfk of« 
tbc term confecrated in medical languagcf, 
this fimple ^apd eafy prophytadUc, the efficacy 
of which the experience of fbnbe men, forced 
by their profeflion to live in the midft of co&^ 
tsigioo^ appeals to warranti deftrveis more con*' 
fidence tbaa the complicated recipes atid thfe 
Jong indications of diet) j>ttefertbed^by phylv- 
jcians, to whom books have feired as obfertrS^ 
tions^ and a theory often doubtful, as expe*^ 
jience. a . . 

With the exception of 4lifB city of IlHopSA 
itfelfy which is almoil entirely inhabited .by 
Turks^ who would render^it an abode iiifup* 
I^OFtable to any others but £hemielve8» the 
population ofiht ifland is compofed of Gl-eelcs^ 
defcendants of thofe famous Rhodiahs^ whofe 
valour^ ardent love of liberty, tafte for th^ 
fciences and fine arts, ikill in navigation,* and 
96livity in commerce, have been celebrated 
in the annals of antiquity. iThe long tyrantfy 
under which they have Jbeon enflaved, has 
checked the tranfports of generous fouls, and 
. extinguished the torch of genius', tad fh^ery 

ardour 



Mtioiir of ^lory and riches! tine Greeks df 
Rhodes have preferved, as it were, do more 
than die fliadow of the great enei^y of their 
ancefiors, a few traces of which are fcarcdjr 
to be found in their fondnefs $(iv navigation 
and traffic, whrchrmoft <^ them ftHl fol]0ir 
with . fome faccefs. Thej are iHU, like their 
forefathers, bold and fkilfui navigators, able 
fliip-builders, induftrious trade]*^; and if the 
beautiful countries of 'Aiiatic Greece wer6 
deftined to change their mafiers, it would b^ 
at Rhodes, more' than hi any other quarter, 
that we fliould meet with the powerful fuccours 
of courage, of the fpirit of liberty^ and of in- 
telligence. 

Placed on the route which veflels from the . 
north of Greeck niuft hold in order to repair 
to Syria and Egypt, the Ifiand of Rhodes 
would,^ in other hands, become the general 
emporium of a very confiderable commerce;; 
its ports w^ould atSord places of ihelter and re- 
frefliment: and its proximity to the coafts 
would render it miftrefs of part of the trade 
of Asia, as it would participate in that of 
Egypt and of the other neighbouring coun* 
tries. A fituation fo happy could not have 
remained ufele& but under the government of 
4 tho- 



the Turks; under any other^ it would beedcMt 
a fertile fource of profperity. 

.While its pofition, its viciuity to ia h}ng 
«stent of coaHs and numerous iflands^ and 
4he good quality of the timber which its forefb 
fumiih for ihip^building,. n^ceifarily make the 
people of Rhodes a people 'of. i^vigatora^ fe- 
veral harbours invite thither. commerce, and 
•ipultiply and facilitate its means. Capes^ 
which render the figure of the iiland very tr- 
legular^ fdrni rOad-fleads^ havens, and ba3'S| 
|n which veffels can depofit and receive tlieir 
ladings, fupply themfelves with excellent water 
and provilions of every fort, and take flielter^ 
ieciire from the impetuofity of the winds and 
waves. 

One of the principal of thefe harbours,, next 
to the port of Rhodes, which, half choked 
tip, is waiting for mailers and repairing la- 
bours, is that of LiNDo; of which I have, 
already fpoken. Near the cape of this name^ 
and at the entrance of the gulf, is a rock 
which is coniiderably elevated above the fur- 
iace of the fea. On the lame eaft coail of 
the ifland, and to the north of Li n do, is 
another gulf more open, with a bay lefs fafe, 
between Cape Paeadi and Cape Tex da.; 
and to tlie fouth, is found San Nicolo Bay, 
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lliiiofe entrance is divided by a* ilioal fome- 
what extenfive. Farther to the foutfa, is Cwe 
San GiovANNif a low point, off wluch an tflet 
bears a tower that ferved as a ligfat-boiiie to 
navigators. The moil coniiderable and the 
mod fouthern promontory of the iiland, is 
that to which has been given the name of 
Cape Travquillo ; it forms, with Cape San 
GwvANNiy a narrow and deep gulf, where 
diips lie in fafety; and, with Cape Citirx) t^fijit 
a large bay more open. A fhoal, fituated to 
the fouthward of the entrance of the gulf of 
Cape TnANQjJiLLOf is not without danger ia 
making the land on this coaft The iea ^^p* ^ 
pears to have opened for itfelf a paifage in the 
promontory of Cape Tranqujlloj and to have 
ieparated from it, to the weft, two fnaall frag- 
ments, fteril lilets, which bear the names of 
GoRDBi and of Strongslo ; and to the foutfa^ 
a more coniiderable portion, which forms an' 
iitand, called Santu Catherina. 

, To the weft, there are alio above Cape Can"- 
PURA fome havens more orlefs large, more or , 
kfs fecure ; and this coaft is, in general, fandy, 
bathed by deep waters, and, according to the 
ieaman's phrafe, very fafe, that is, free from 
rocks and ihoals, and may be approached with^^ 
out the riik of running aground 

Aiingle 



A finale tiVer beating tbe nanie o{,Cai^i>V6'j^ 
-which It gives to tlte cape in whofe vicinity it 
di£bharges. jitfelf into the Cba^ waters th6 intc^ 
tior parts pf the iiland^ but numerous fprioga 
of/rubning wateraKodiiFufe fecundity ra tlieir 
sieanderihg.CQurfe.. Although b^iUy» the foil 
proves fuitaUe ^o.f(^vetal forts of profl unions j 
Fipe trees; which greedy and improvident cu-^ 
pidity has reduced to a fmall number, majefti-' 
cally croAvned the higbeft mountains; and 
the refin of the greater part of them, fupplied 
abundantly the wants of the navy. 'On the 
flpping hills, fig-trees, which yield a very large 
quantity of good fruit, carob-treei, and pthers^ 
hoth ufeful and agreeable, grow with facility ; 
the vine alfo there holds its place, and the 
vine which is drawn £roni it, highh^ extolled 
by the ancients, on account of its delicacy 
and its perfume, has preferved fomethiJig 'of 
thofe good qualities, and may fiill pafs for a 
very good wine, efpecially when it is made 
^th care. I drank fome at M * * * 's, which 
was not inferior to the heft wine of Gbeeck; 
The vallies aiFord rich pailures, and the pjainst 
produce harvefts of every fort;- but agriculture 
would be more flouriihing there, and occupy*, 
a greater extent of ground, if, like every othc? 
Vanch of induftry, it had not to bear thQ 
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l>hftacleb and vexations of an tinjuft .knd op«- 
^rdlive adminifiration. 
• The inhabitants df Rhodes have a great 
tafte for gardens. The city and the other 
habitations are furrounded bv orcliards, in 
which arc found variety, agreeableneis, cool- 
nefs, and utility 5 pot-herb*?, as well as 
flowers, are there cultivated with attention. 

Staigs and other fpecies of game enliveit 
the forefts and plains : in the latter, barta* 
vellfes bt Greek partridges are to be met with 
in gre^ct numbets*. M * * *, vice-conful at 
Rhodes, kept in a cage a bird of this 
fpecies; but he was obliged, from time to 
time, to ctft the tip of its bill, which grew 
fo long and crooked, as to prevent the bird 
from taking its food. No bird, perhaps, 
bears confinement withgreater difficulty than 
partridges in general ; they need, more than 
any other, open air and a fomewhat fpacious 
ground, in order that they may not be re- 
llrifted in the rapidity and frequency of their 
excurfions: every confined fpace is unfuita- 
blc to them : if they are kept in narrow and 
covered places, they are attacked by all forts 



* BuFFON, Hiik. Nat. des Ois. et planche Enlaminee^ 
No. 231 .—^Tetrao rufus.^ inn. 
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of ibdifpOiitions; and, after leading f^fr Avm 
time a langutflitng exifteiice, they foQnrffiod 
death in the very attentionawhich are lavilfted 
on them, and which cannot fupply the pl^ce 
of the advantages of a life frequently agi- 
tated, but accompanied by all the charms of 
liberty. The Greek partridge belonging to 
the vice-conful of Rhodes would not have 
J heexi fubjeft to tlie exceffivtf prolongation of 
its bill, which, without foreign and unnatii^ 
ral affiftance, would haire occafioned it to 
perilh from inanition, had its narrow prifon 
afforded it the means proper for weatring down 
its point by repeated Ai&ion. 

Some pretty turtles, of a reddiih gray plu- 
mage, and with a narrow, black femi-collar, 
fimilar to thofe which I had feen in Egypt*, 
frequent the orchards by which the city of 
Rhodes is furrounded, and add to them 
freih charms. The motionlefs flower, how- 
ever brilliant it may be, attaches and flatters 
the eye; but it wants life, without which 
beauty caufes only fltril in)prcffions,, agree- 
able indeed, but without vivacity, without 

• Tourtirelkf a collier Ju ^«f/^/.— Buffo n. Hill. Nat. 
des Oifeaux etrangers qui ont rapport anx tourterelles, 9ix» 
tide {ccoiidn''^ilumia t/inaceap Linn.— -if/gf. Collared Se- 
negal turtle. 
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movement, like the ohjt& th^t communicates 
th^cm : every thing is enlivened, on the con* 
trary, when the verdure of the groves ferves 
as an afylum and abode for charming birds^ 
when the flowers are carefled and betrayed 
alternately by thofe winged infe6ls, brilliant 
like them, which know how to touch them, 
every moment, without tamifliing them, and 
which therafelves appear flying flowers. What 
fweet emotions do we not experience,' when, 
in the filence of a ihaded retreat, clothed 
with verdure and enamelled with flowers, 
we find ourfelves in the midft of feveral pairs 
of the fweeteft and moil tender birds, which 
conilituted a part of the train of Venus! 
Cooings, plaintive and languiihing expreffions 
of a burning flame, are heard dn all (ides; the 
ear is not offended, and they invite to a foft 
reverie, the prelude of feufibility. On this 
tree, two of thefe birds, which nature and 
love have united, indulge in the mofl. expref- 
jive marks of tendernefs ; we fee them placed 
near each other, with their necks bent in a 
contrary dired;ion, ftizing each other's bill, 
with their Hbills partly open, puihing it back 
and drawing it forward alternately, and in 
thefe reprefentations of mutual attack and 
jreiiftance, quit each other, rejoin each other, 
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and pant witli love. On that tree, njore lofty 
and more tufted, and in a neft of downy 
eitd mofly leaves, repofe the fruits of an ar- 
dent love;, the mother covers them, and 
Warms them with her body and her M'ings : 
they lleep; but flie who hatched them, has 
her head raifed,' and her look befpeaksT her 
anxiety; ilie watched, and her rcftlefs eyes arc 
direded towards every place around her. One 
fcntiment alone occupies her, and abforbs all 
her faculties: this is the repofe and prefer- 
yation of the dear objeds, which flie could not 
defend, alais! but by her grief. The fcene 
changes at the expiration of a few moments; 
the mother has quitted the neft, the little 
ones fpread their wings, ftand up on their 
legs as yet unfteady, open their bill with all 
tlieir might, and by weak, but repeated cries, 
they announce the joy which they feel : it is 
the father who anives, loaded with the pro- 
vender of the family : he diftributes it equally; 
he then refumes the place of his mate, who 
.does not ftray far from a fpot where are fixed 
all her affections, and then only to procure 
her food, and bring, in her turn, that of her 
.neftlinffs. 

:. Thefe living images of tendernefs and pa- 
ternal iblicitude are leiTons more impreflive 
^ -. . . for 
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for delicate mimis« than thofe wWchape ifti- 
bibed from the bed books and the-moft elo^ 
qiient difcourfes : thefe are af!b6ling examples 
which Nature difplays to our eyes, and which; 
ihe invites us to foUo^^r. Happy, • indeed, i$ 
he who, iimple in his habits, as in* his afFec*^ 
tions, is acquainted with the fweet effufions 
of love and the occupations more ferioub, but 
not left fweet, which accompany a fertile 
union, the pains, as well as the pleafUrCs of 
which, are equally felt, equally fliared ! 

Quails, which, in their paflage from £u- 
KOPE to. Africa, difperfe and ftop on feveral 
iflands, do not reft themfelvcs on that of 
Rhodes ; and what proves that the line 
which thofe birds traverfe, in order to change 
the climate, is invariable like the feafon of 
their migration, is, that quails have never 
been feen to arrive at Rhodes, although the 
ifland is not very diftant from their route. 
But woodcocks pafs thither regularly every 
year, and in confidcrable numbers. They ar- 
rive in November, and their ftay lafts about a 
month. I liave alfo feen thefe latter birds^ 
which, neverthelefs, feem to prefer cold coun- 
tries, feek at the fame period, but in fmall 
bodies, a mild winter in the humid platint of 
Lower Egypt. 

h3 Fiih 
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fUh is rery pleptiful oir the coaft/ of ' ' 
kfiai>£ft, which was called the lAand abounds 
ing ivith jijh. The ica, which furrounds it, 
Xkewi'fe furniihes coral and fin^ fponges. The 
land there is rich \xx foffils of every fpecies, 
and ther^^ the geologift might form ^ curious 
and interefting colleftion. 

Beauty and mildnefs of climatCi fecundity 
of foil, Variety and abundance in the necef- 
iary or agreeable articles of life, a fituatioa 
valuable for ufeful enterprifes and a profperous 
trade — ^nothing' is wanting to the Ifland of 
^HOPEs, e:(fcept to be delivered from the 
Turks, who poflHs, in fo eminent a degree, 
the fatal talent of converting the moft happy 
abode into a foot to l^e |hunned and dreaded. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Departure from Rhodes. — Sea -ferpent. — 
Fangn. — Maritime prizes. — Carpathian 
Sea. — IJlatid of Eleufa. — Phcenia^. — Porto 

- Cavaliere- — Canal of Rhod'es. — Small clouds 
which announce Jiorms. — Fyhes. — Iflandqf 
Symi. — Divers. — Caj^e Crio. — Cnidus.— 

. Fifliery. — Onions. — Gar Ik. — Navigation. 

. — Cranes. — Ducks. — Calamary or cuttle^ 
fjh. — Arrival at Stancho. 

We might confider ourfelves as very for^ 
tunate in having put into the harbour of 
Rhopes, on the approach of the ftorm which 
arofe on the \tfy day that we entered it. We 
fhouid have had fome difficulty to refill it, in 
narrow channels, where the fea is always 
rough, 'with a fmall veflel, ill found and as ill 
conduced. The bad weather lafted, almoft 
without interruption, during the four days, 
which the lliip remained in the harbour; and 
if it prevented us from keeping the fea, it 
permitted me at leaft to make fome excurfionsi 

m4 into 
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into the ifland, and to iketcli the pi6ivire of it 
which I have juft prefented. « 

At length, pn the morning of the 28th of 
O6tober, • the hprizop haying qleared up, and 
the wind fubfided, the captain of the polacre 
difpatched a meffenger after nie, to fome 
diftance from the city, in order to requeft me 
to embark in hafte ; and we fafled out of the 
harbour, by means of a pleafant breeze from 
the fouth-weft, which foon forfook us, in 
order to make room again for a win<;l equally 
contrary and impetuous. 
• A fmall fifliing-boat, which came along- 
'fide of our ihip, aiForded me an opportunity 
of increafing my (lock of provifions; I was 
the only perfon that purchafed a few fi/hes ; 
the captain, who but fcldom confented to 
partake of my mep,ls, for fear «f being obliged 
to invite me to his, introduced, into his man- 
XI er of living, the parfitnony, or, to fpeak 
more. correctly, the ftinginefs with which tlic 
icamen of Proven cf are pretty geuerally rcr 
proached : cheefe/anchovies, and olives, con- 
ftituted his ufual fare, as wcU as that of his 
crew. 

Among the fiflies which I procured, was 
^ muncjcm, of the fpecies which, in the Me- 
diterranean, is c^oramonly called fea-fcr- 

pcnts. 
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pcnts, Be^iBiufe it ha$ not only the form and 
the quick and waving movements of Serpents; 
hut • alfo th^ beauty and the variety of co- 
tours which' adorn the greater part of thoft 
reptiles. This name of fea-ferpent has been 
given to feveral forts of fifties; and there ftill 
reigns (bme obfcurity in their divifions, be- 
caufe the particularities which diflinguifli them 
have been confounded, and, in the defcri[>- 
tions which moft authors have given of them, 
they have attributed to fome fpecies the^ cha- 
racters which belong to others, Tliis has in- 
duced me to caufe an engraving to be made 
of the ftiuraena or fea-ferpent, which I met 
tvith in the canal of Rhodes. {See Plate IV. 
Jig. 1). 1 fliall add to it a few notes^ which 
will increafe the knowledge already acquired 
refpefiing this' fpecies of fifh, to which the 
n2Lm€^f Jltite^ has likewife been given. 

Its head is elongated, comprelfed on the 
fides, by no means large, in comparifon to 
the length of the body, and diminifhing 
perceptibly in thicknefs to the roftrum, which 
is almofl; pointed. The opening of the 

•' S«e Daubinto^, EncyckpeJie Methodtque, hiftoire 
patarelle dcs poifoBS, article de Izjlute, Ifittr^tna HUxm. 

; ^ mouth 



iDouth is large; the js^ws axe flattened through* 
out theij length: a judicious obferver has 
compared them, on account of their form, 
to the bill of a goofe, and this eotnparifon is 
very juft*. 

The infide of the jaws is armed with a for* 
midable fet of very fharp teeth, of unequal . 
fize and different form, fome beipg fmall and 
ft^aight, others long, iharper, n^a veable, and 

bent towards the bottom of the mouth. All 

» 

the infide of tht upper jaw is furnished with 
thefe teeth, wh.ich, on its edges, are fmaller 
than in the middle; the under has none but* 
on the edges. It .has been alferted that the 
bite of this muraena is venemous, and theucc 
it has been inferred that its fleih is unwhole- 
fome; but, if the wounds infli6ied by jaws, 
befet 'with a multitude of iliarp-edged points, 
be not venemous, they muft more certainly 
occafion cruel pains by the lacerations which 
thefe teeth, of various lengths, multiply in 
the flefli at different depths. 

And this apparatus fo cutting, which the 
great voracity of tlje muraena renders ftill more 
formidable, hasfurniflied man, ever ingenious ' 
in torai^nting his fellow-creatures, with a hew 
l(ind of.puniihment, forgotten long fince^ 

* Be'lon> i// JquatiL lib* i. oip. pii. 
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tn order to make room for others not lefi 
cruel, not lefi barbarous, and the hiftory of 
which, the bloody annals of the ferocity of 
mankind) would be equally curious and re* 
volting. In the time of the Roman emperors^ 
ilaves condemned to death were thrown into 
fifh*ponds filled with mur«nie, where the un- 
happy beings expired, devoured alive by a 
great number of thofe voracious animals, 
which fattened on every part of tlieir body; 

At the extremity of the upper jaw are fomc 
appendages or apophyfes, fliort, broad, and 
fiftulous, which WiLLUGHBT confidcrs as the 
organ3 of hearing*. The eyes are fmall, and 
placed on the upper jaw, much nearer to- the 
extremity of that jaw than to the angles of 
themoutht; they are covered by a tranfpa* 
rent and bluifh pellicle, and the pupil is fur<^ 
rounded bv an orange-coloured circle. Thc^ 
apertures of the noftrils are placed very near 
the eyes; another fmall round opening, near 
the gills, ferves the filh for throwing out the 
Waten 

• Hiftoria Pi/dum, lib* iy, fed. iL cap. L 
f WiLLUOHBY, and after him Daubbmton, have faid 
that the eyes of this mursena are placed in the middle of 
the diflance between the extremity of the roftrnm and the 
angles of the jaws ; this is not the cafe in the fpecies 
which I am defcribing. 

the 
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The form of the body of thi^ munena isi 
nearly that of the eel ; it is only fhorter, 
thicker, and more comprcfled on the fides. 
It neither has pe6loral nor Ventral fins. At 
ibme diftance from the head, begins, on the 
batk, a fin fomcwhat elevated, which runs 
along the back, furrounds the tail, and ter-» 
minutes beneath near the anus; this long fiii 
is covered throughout its whole extent by thq 
fliin of the body. 

• The fmooth, vifcous, and flippery /kin of 
the murnsna is very diverfified in its colours. 
The roftrum is blackifli at its extremity; Jihc 
top of the head is of a rcddifli broM'n, fpotted 
with yellow. On a ground of a reddifii brown, 
>vhich becomes deeper in approaching the tail; 
black fpecks and large yellow fpot^, mixed 
with a reddifii tinge, are fprcad on the upper 
part of thc-fifli; the belly and fides, as far 
as the aperture of the gills, as well as the 
lower part of the under jaw, arc of aj^awn 
rolour, and variegated with brown lines and 
fpots*. 

Tlie 



* The following are the principal dimeidions of this fifh : 

Feet Inches Lines 

Total length - -.« - - 300' 
- of the apophyfes of the cx- 

Uexnity of the upper jaw ^ - o o « • 

Diftance 
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' , The Viumber of yellow fpofs, fcattered ovfer 
the body of tms lifli, indicated that it was 
a female. B e'l o n has been the firft to ob- 
ierve that the male had but very few fpots, 
while the female was alnioft entirely covered 
withthem'l"; and I had had an opportunity 
of verifying this obfervation, not only froln 
the. individual which I am defcribing, and 
which was a female, but alfo from the ex- 
amination of feveral other fiflies of this fpecies, 
which I have feen in the feas of the Levant. 
This female had, in its infide, eggs elliptical 
and yellow; I alfo found, in its iiomach, a 
rather large filh, half digefted. 
i The ftomach is very capacious ; it is gray, 
and fpptted at its orifice .with blackiih gray; 
the liver is long and of a red tinged with 

Feet Inches Liae< 
Diftance from the tip of the roftram to 

the angle of the jawB -> * • o 2 6 

   to the eyes • - * o 10 o 

 to the anus - • • 143 
— — — to the dorfal fin - -946 

 from the eyes to the noftrils 003 
Diameter of the eyes • • o o 4 
 of the aperture of the gills o 06: 
Height of the body - - - 029^ 
Breadth of the upper jawi meafured be- 
fore the eyes .... o 1 6 

t De Aquatimusy lib. it cap. xii. 

yellow; 
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yellow ; the gall-bladder is oval, and attached 
to the bile-du6l; the air-blacmer is fmall, oval, 
and formed of a very thick membrane j its 
colour is yellow without, and white within. 

The Greeks of the iflauds of the Archipe- 
lago call this fpecies of niuraena, Jminaria; 
they affirm that it couples ^ith the land* 
ferpent. In our countries, the fame thing is 
faid of the eel ; but it is certain that the fpecies 
of the murasna and of the eel being c )m« 
pofed of males and females, they have no 
need to feek, on an element which is foreign to 
them, auxiliaries of that nature, and tlie in- 
dividuab of both fexes couple, in tl^e man- 
lier of fnakes, by clofely intertwining with 
each other. 

The flefli of the fminaria of the modem 
Greeks is very white and delicate; but the 
quantity of ihort and crooked bones, with 
which it tft filled, renders it troublefome to be 
eaten. I have been told that the filhermen 
have the knack of caufing: all thefe inconve- 
nient bones to defcend to the tail, by ftrongly 
fqueezing the. body of the fifli between two 
imall (licks, and of taking them oiF with the 

However, thefe fifhes are very common 
along the coaft of Natolxa and in the Ar- 

5 CUIPELAGO; 
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CHtPELAGO; they take up their abode in the 
holes of the rocks. In order ta make thertt 
coine out, thcfifliermen of the Levant make 
nfe of athernoSj a fpecies of very fmall filhe4 
of which I ihail have occafion to fpeak in the 
fequel;* they chew thefe raw, and when they 
have made of them in their mouth a fort of 
pafte, they throw them here and- there into 
the fea, at the places where the edges of the 
rocks afford retreats to the murasnie, which, 
attraded by the fmell of this deceitful food^ 
foqn come to the hook. This bait is likewife 
made ufe of, in the fame countries, for taking 
conger-eels, which have feveral affinities of 
forms and habits to murasme. 

If the muraena or fea-ferpent, whofe natu- 
ral hiftory I have juft given, is remarkable 
for the variety of its colours, the fifh of which 
I am going to fpeak, and which I likewife 
found among the numerous produce caught 
by the boat that came alongfide of us on 
our leaving the harbeur of Rhodes, is daz*-' 
^ling from the brightefl; and richeft colours. 
It is the fangri of the modern Greeks CSet 
Plate IV. fg. 2), a iilh of the genus Jparus^ 
and which, holding tlie middle place between 
the fca-bream*, and the filvery-eyed, red fpa- 



• Sfarus faffTHS. Linn. 
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res*, it fufficiehtly. difFeient from both to 
conftitute a feparate fpecies^ or at lead d 
^ifiiD^ race, which, according to every ap-» 
peai^aqce, owes its origin to tlic difference of 
4climate. Gold and purple glitter on its large 
fcales; but, like the fleeting luftre of beauty, 
which the flighteft derangement tarniflies ot 
caufesto vaniib, this kxury of colours is ef-* 
faced as foon as the fifh is taken out. of the 
element which pj^eferves its life and its fplen^ 
dour; there then remains of it nothing bat 
tints Without brilliancy, veftiges which cedie 
to flatter the eye ; and if, in hopes of pre* 
ierving thefe remains, already fo faded, re-» 
courfe be had to a method the moft convex 
nietit, but at the fame time the lead calcu-^ 
l^ted for giving an idea of the tints which 
diftinguifli fifhes^ by plunging tlie animal into 
a fpirituous liquor, it quite changes colour^ 
9nd becomes entirely livid. 
. The head of the fangri is ihort, high, and 
very folid; its form indicates great ftrength 
in this part, as its ftrong jaws, armed with 
flxarp-edged teeth, ore the fign of its great 
voracity. The roftrum is obtufe ; the lips are 
thick, flelhy, and moveable; the mouth is 
fmall; on the forepart of each jaw are. four 

' * Sfarus erytbinus* Linn. 

long 
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toftg, fiiong, hooked teeth, like the canine 
teetii of quadrupeds. Thefe teeth Hand apart 
£rom ea^ other,, and have behind them, both 
above aad below, a number of fmall loofe 
hook«, longer in the upp^nr jaw than in the 
under one. At the end of thefe canine teeth, 
both jaws have, on each iide, five other fhort 
t)e(Ah, hroad at their bafe, and terminating 
in a point ; mimediately next to thefe, ftandc^ 
A d^yUe row of teeth, by no means prominent, 
but broad, in the ihape of large ttrbereles^ 
md which may very well be compaiied to the 
grinders of quadrupeds. 

The apertures of the noftrits are double, 
and plaeed the one before the other, near thei 
anterior part of the eye; that wliich is the 
neareft to the eye is oval, much larger, and 
more rounded than the other. The eyes are 
very large. The body is fliorteoed; its fides 
are flattened ; the back k convex, and rifea 
very much, especially near the head ; the belly 
is convex, . and the extremity of tiie body 
little elevated, thick, andflightly rounded; 
the caudal fin is forked. A fin occupies the 
whote length of the back; it has twenty- 
three rays, twelve of which are prickly, and 
the fourth is the longed of all. The peroral 
fins are very long, terminated in a point, and 
VOL. !• N formed 
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formed of fifteen rays; the pmna fmirhi^ 
eleven rays, the fir ft three of which aire )tQiiy» 
and the firft is ihprt and thick; taiAfy, the 
ventral fins, placed oppofite the origin of the 
dbrfal fin, have fix rays, the firft of which is 
prickly and tenninated by a very fijie point, 
and the iecpnd is the largeft of all. ; 

The lateral line, whic^i is broad and ftrongly 
marked, begins above the aperture of the gill8> 
follows the bend of the back, and terminates 
at the middle of the bafe of the caudal fin« 
The fc'ales, which cover the whole b^dy, as 
well as the fides and the lender part of the 
head, atre. broad, large, thin, and veiy adhe- 
rent to the flefii, from which it is difficult to 
detach them. 

'>^; I have faid that this .fifh is very ricb in 
.colours ; -. in fa^ its eyes are of a veiy brilliant 
brown yellow, with foroe &ades or feint fpots 
of white and orange colour; the top of its 
head is of a deep reddilh brown ; the fides o£ 
•the he^c^ beginning from beneath the eyes, 
^ f^r as the ang^Ies of thq jaws, are of a 
pretty^ cherry colour ; at the anterior angle of 
the ,Gy&i U a large fpot of fliining goldj the 
operculs of the gills are of a gray fomewhat 
reddifii, with brilliant reflexions of filver and 
gold; the aperture of the gills is bordei'ed 

with 
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with brown and gold c<dour ; laftly; the upper 
part of the body is of a pale cherry colour, 
that grow^ (liU paler on the under part, which 
is likewife gliilrning with filv^r, eaoh fcale 
being of a filvery white, and. paving. in it3 
middle a large fpot of a faint but bright red, 
which produces a very hainlfome efFe6t. 

.The lateral line is of a gray, tinted with 
fawn colour, and changeable wi(b filvefy're* 
fld6kions4 The under .part of t^e head and 
the . belly . are white ; the dorfal and pe^iorai 
.fins, are reddiih ; . thefe latter have at their 
]t>afe a fpot of iron gray; the pitina ani is of 
fL) pale cherry colour, with a white border at 
its upper part, and its lad two rays ar^ of a 
gold colour. The caudal fin is of a deep 

* 

reddifli colour, and terminated by a broad 
border of brick colour. On opening the 
mouth of thisfifh, it was remarked, that its 
iniide, as well as its throat, are of a bright 

redf. - 

The 

t The individual which ferved for this defcription had 
the following dimenfions : ^ _ 

Feet Inches Lines 

Total length - •.- ' * ' 26 

Length of the head - - - - o 3 10 

— ~— — of the largeft ray of the dorfal fin o i 7 ^ 

Bafe of the fame fio- - - - 056 
^ V n 2 Length 
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The diStitnee of kx and a^e aUb {rroduces 
ibme variation in the colours cyf the iingfia* 
Iti proportion M they gtdw old, the tints be* 
come pfttei aiid the brilKant fefle6Uont iade 
awaj. tn the great number of thefe fiihra 
which I obferved in the Lsitaiit, I found 
one which had a very temarkabk irregu- 
larity : it hadj on the left fide of the roftnim, 
a hijtgt black fpot, and it had no trace til 
any on the nght fide. The ftiu of this iu-^ 
diridual was livid^ the infide t^f the nonth 
and throat weri; whitiih, very faintly tinged 
with red, all its colours were tamiihed^ and It 
appeared to sie that it was eithef very old o^ 
jfickly* 

teti Inches Unet 

Length of the peftort! ftnt - - ^ o 3 it 

efthftiteiictmliint - • « 6 s $ 

of the piftM •» « - - o I a 

■' h  of the pointt of the caadal fin - o a |0 
The greateft height of the body, meafured 
in a ftraight line from the origin of the 
dorfal fin to the Tentral fin » • 043 
Height meafured at the extremity of the body o i ' 1 
DiJIance from the extremity of the roftmm 

to the eyes - - • • •16 

to the dorfal fin • • • o 5 o 
to thepeftoralfin; • - d 3 10 

to the anas • ; 2 * • 670 

The 
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. The ^ wbtch ferved ^$ a Aibjafil ibr ^0 
dvforipCioB that I l^ve juft givfti^ w«i» % 
lOfLle; its iutdUnea were fiUe4 with r^m** 
Hants of fmall crabs, and they were eave*^ 
Igped in a great deal of fat I havf ffen 
othws, in whofe ihmach and ifatell^es wefp 
ft9gimiM» of fea^urcfainp, and ^vea foi^e IkalJ^ 
urokiBf entire. Th/s liver is very Urge, of a 
grey and reddtfli colour mixed, with the €Xr 
€«pjtian of its exitremity, whi?h ^ black. Th(> 
air-bladder is a ftrong, thick i^ei^hraii^ pla^e^ 
in a ]Mri9ontaJ fituation; i^ co^t^^in^ the air 
between it and the ril^, and occi^ies half of 
the .caducity of the abdomen. The toag)ie 
is thijck, rather broad, bi^t very fl^rt. 

The fangri is 4 voracious and folitaiy 6ib^ 
It dwells in the holes .of the rocks: i^s^e^b is 
very white, bu^t hard and rather diy > it fo^ie- 
times acquires a fise fomewhat confideiable. 
I faw one which weighed fif]ty-five pounds^ 
and I was a^ured that none largeir Mad l^eieii 
taken in the feas of the Levakt* 

I was willing to try whetb^ ilie jirpperty 
whidi W11.LVOHBY difcovered in the fea- 
bream, a Qiiecies nearly allied to the fangTh 
of being luminous during die iiight% w^tthl 

* Bpria Pijfihm» cap. iY.^pSfS |U 

N 3 likewifi; 
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likeiiv4fe be met with in this , latter fifli; but, 
although I ri|)eatcd this trial, I never per- 
ceived that the fangri emitted any light in 
ihedailc. ' 

" We had fetfail from theharbotirof Rhodes, 
in company with three veffels ; a Frenchman 
bound to Si-ANCHo, a Venetian proceeding 
to the Adriatic Sea, and another Venetian, 

loaded ^t Alexandria for the account of 

I » » 

the Engliih merchants, and dire6ting her 
courfe for London. Our crew, who had 
learned at Alexandria the real deftination 
and the <n4tiilie bf the cargo ofthisveffel, re- 
gretted exceedingly not being armed, in order 
that they might take poffeffion of her. Such 
are the cuftohis of war, which we have 'de- 
corated with the empty title of laws, as if afts 
trefpaffing on property, and by which we ftrip 
individuals, ftrangers to the Caufes that arm 
governments the one againft the other, ought 
not rather to be confldered as plundering ex- 
curfions than as regdlar a6ls. 

After havingdoubledCapeSANT Antonio^ 
the moft northern of the Ifland of Rhodes^ 
and. conftquently the tieareft to the contitient, 
from which itis diilant no more than three* 
leagues, we found ourfelves in the middle of 
the ftrait t^hich is called the canal of Rhodes, 

^ud 
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and not the Carpathian Sea, aa fome geo- 
graphers have improperly afferted. This Car- 
pathian Sea, which derived its name from 
the Ifland of Carpathos, at this day ScdR- 
PANTO, whofe coafts it bathes, is, as well as 
the ifland itfelf, to the fouth-weft of the Ifle 
of Rhodes, between the latter and the Ifland 
of Candia.* We left behind ns the fmall 
Ifland of Eleusa, placed at the eti trance of , 
a gulf which now bears the name of Marmoro 
or MARMARissOy OH the coaft of Asia Minor; 
it was likewife called SebastuSj and it is not 
half a league in circumference. Not fer from . 
this gulf was the mountain of Phcenice, on ^ 
which a town of the fame name had been built v 
and fortified. 

Cape VoLPE, anciently CrA^ossjBiAfii, termi- 
nates, a little more to the well, this part of 
Caramania, and forms the point of it the 
nearcft. to the Ifle of Rhodes, Under this 
cape is Porto Cavaliere, frequented by 
flijps of war, which arc not always in fafety 
without the harbour of Rho'des, where they 
cannot enter. 

If the wind have ever fo little (Irength, the 
fea is always very high in the llrait formed by 
Caramania and the Ifland of Rhodes. The 
waves rife there foinetiines in a frightful man* 

If 4 ner; 
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rm; the currents ^hich, in a fea intttfefted 
by iflands and projefting lands, vary and cUUh, 
art the caufe of this extraordinaiy agitatien^ 
vhich is likewife increaied by inconlUnt and 
irregular winds. Indeed^ it frequently hapn 
pens that the wind is different in feveral parts 
of the fame channel, and that, on one fide, 
theare reigns a flat calm, while, on the other^ 
the winds blow with violence. Not only arc^ 
the winds inconfiant in thefe obftru6ted ieas,, 
but they are here felt fay fudden and impetuous 
fqualls, which are followed and preceded by 
dead calms; and thefe violent gufts aie fome^ 
times announced by infallible figns. Above 
the high mountains of whitk the coaft of 
Cahamania is for the rnoft part fbrmed, it ia 
not uncommon, in clear weather, to fee a very 
fmall blaclc cloud, frequently mo bigger i^ 
appearance than a bird. This globe of va- 
pours is extremely agitated ; at firft very JOnall^ 
it fpreads all on a fudden, contra£^ appears 
and difappears at intervals above the moun^ 
tain, and changes its form every inftant How 
calm foever the atmofphere may be, a fudden 
and violent fquall may be expefted, at ^e 
fight of thefe infulated clouds, which difcharge 
tfht wind with fo much rapidity aitd vehe-r 
menc^i that if a fhip be not prepare for be* 



?ng 
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iag oveitakttL by it, flie ruii9 a great fiik of 
}6fiiig jMurt of her fails, and evea her maib 
and }*ard8. 

On the ilSth' of OAober, ve experienced 
one of thefe fudden fqualls, after a calm which 
had kept the ihip fiationary abreaft of Cape 
Crw, a lai^ promontory of Carahania. 
During this calm, a numeroos ihoal of fUhes^ 
pleavtng the water level with its fuHace, and 
jeven darting above it, pafled clofe to us with 
great rapidity; and the agitation of thefe in* 
habitants of the depths of the fea, is always 
a certain prefage of an ^proachtng and vio* 
lent agitation in the atmolphere and the 
waters. A fmall cloud, the {Mrecurfor of the 
ilorm, had made its appearance above the 
pimncmtoiy ; it expanded, and we were over* 
taken by a gale of wind, which compelled us 
to take in all our fails, and continue lying 
to during (he whole night, tofled about by 
&ort and overgrown billows. 

On the 90th, in the morning, the wind 
lulled; but it was ilill contrary, and the tacks, 
which it forced us to make in a narrow chan- 
nel, and in the middle of a very heavy fea, 
firained our little veilel extremely. We had 
paiTed beyond the fmall Ifland of SvMr, whole 
ancient name, SruiEj^ has foarcely undergone 

any 
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any alteration, while its intenoir condition has 
g^reatly chaDged. • It was formerly cultivated 
and fertile in grain ; at this day, are hardly ' 
difcovcred any veftiges of its andent culture. 
The 'Greeks who inhabit it apply themfelves 
ahpoJl cxcliifively to the fiflier}^ of fponges, 
witji which the rocks at the bottom of the 
fra that furrounds their ifland are covered: 
thejf are the boldeft and moft experienced di- ^ 
vers in the world ; thev defcend into the bo- 
ibm^of the fea, to the depth of twenty or 
'thirty fathoms, that is, one hundred and fifty 
feet; there, they detach. the fponges from the 
rocks to which thefe adhere, and then return 
to the furface of the water, in order to take 
bieath for a few moments aijd dive again. 
Men, accuftoraed from their infancy to vifit 
the abvffes of the fea, to make of them the 
fertile fields of their principal harveft as of 
their fole labours, rauft naturally brave with 
intrepidity the rage of an element with which 
thev have found means to make themfelves 
familiar, and the depths of which they dread 
not to vifit: and, indeed, the Symiots are very 
good navigators ; for the intrepidity of a fea- 
man is the.mofl: effential quality, as it is the 
'm6ft certain fource of his flcill. Thofe Greeks, 
with very fmall boats, crofs the fpaces of fea 

5 which 






GREECE AKD TURKEY. 187 

which feparate them from the coaib atid from 
Ac other iflands, and, with the produce of 
their fifliery, they carry tljither the adivity 
of a fmall traffic, which is adequate to the 
wants and ambition of a nation of div{?rs. 

A laborious life, which require^ the exertion 
of all the ph3riical faculties, has made the 
Symiots a robuft race of men, of a handfome 
flature. Homer has extolled the beauty of ' 
the king of Symi, Nireus, fon of the nymph 
AoLAiA and of the king CHAROpys. ** He 
was," fays he, ** the handfomeft of all the 
** Greeks that went to Troy, if we except the 
•* divine Achilles, who was of an'accom- 
•* pliflied beauty*" 

The life of thefe iflanders is fimple; their 
nature and the conftancy of their labours 
have kept their morals free from cor;'uption ; 

• The following is Pope's elegant verlion of this paf- 

*' Three fhips whh Nireus fought the Trojan (bore, 
** NiRBVs, whom Aglae to Charopv^ bore. 
" NiREuSy in fattltlefs (hape and blooming grace, 
** The lovelieft yooth of all the Grecian race; 
*' Pblidks 01^1/ match'd his early charms; 
'' But few his troops^ and fmall his ftrength in arms.** 

Iiiad> book iL v. 815. 

and 
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andTyraimyy vhich fo feveriely oppreires 
neighboursi has fpared, or, tp fpeak more cor- 
teSdy^ has difiJaiQed a tribe, which, in lieu of 
opulence, prefents only auftere habits and la- 
borious occupations, the moft certain pledges 
of independence. 

Very near to the coaft of Cape Volpe, the 
liUnd of Syhi lies, at the entrance of a gulf 
which hears its name. Although by no fseaas 
codfiderable, being fcarcely two kagues in 
length by one in breadth, it has two good 
harbours, fit for the reception of large ihips, 
vitbout reekoning feverai little bays pr coves, 
in which imall craft may lie in ihelter. The 
north harbour, barred by ihoais, ts the more 
%«cioos as well as the more commodious. 
The tnoft northern of the ihoals which piroitpdl 
its entrance,' is named Sd» Pavlq^ becjtufe it 
is oppofite a place of that name, on the coaft, 
at the very head of the gulf, 

On the other fide of Sfmi, the gulf ia 
formed by Cape Cuio, anciently Trwpivm, a 
promontory of Do u IS, a province of Carta, 
at th? extremity of wbiqh was built the cele^ 
brated citv of Cnidus. Here Venus was 
worlhipped: here was feen the llatue of that 
goddeis, the moft beautiful of the works of 
Praxiteles. A temple, far from fpacious, 

and - 
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tnd open on all fides, contained it, , without 
conceaKng it from view; and, in whatever 
point of view it was examined, it excited 
equal admiration. No drapery veiled its 
charms ; and it was of fuch uncommon beauty, 
that it inflamed with a violent paffion another 
PrG]»f ALiOKy who, in the dark, endeavoured 
to animate a cold and infenfible reprefentation 
of a moil fafcinating woman^ •and there left 
traces of a mad prc^anation*. The moft ad- 
vantageous offers could not prevail, on the 
Coidians to part with this mafter^piece; and 
Plint, who relates the faft, praifes them for 
a noble refufal, the obje6k of which immor- 
talized their city, as well as their pafilon for 
the fine arts. And this paflion of generous 
Ibuls ihone on all fides in the city of Cnidits : 
here were feen other llatues, which, without 
having the p^fe^on and the fedudng graces 
of tfie Venus of Phaxiteles, contributed 
no lets to the public glory and profperity, by 
the dx>wd of Grangers who came to admire 
theni. Heaps <sf ruiieis at this d^y occupy the 
place of one of the nydfi; fplendid ckies of an*^ 

^ Fihim Mnore eafium fMmdam, €im iletitmffet no9n, 
Pl'in , Ifift. Nat. lib. xaocvL cap r« . 

cient 
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cient Gr£ec£, and the hand which rules over 
thefe remains prohibits all approach to them^ 
and does not even Jallow of digging among 
them, in order to difcover fragments of its 
aacient fplendour. 

Independei^tly of a taile for the arts, the 
Cnidians had alfo a genius for great enter* 
prifes* They had refolved to cut through the 
bafe of the large promontory, which formed 
.their domain, and to convert their peninfula 
. into an iiland* Their fmall craft would have 
avoided the long circuit of Cape TriopwMj as 
well as the dangeis of the tempeftuous iea 
which breaks on it ; and their country, more 
infulated, would have been lefs expofed to 
attacks and furprifes from the enemy. But 
an oracle fufpended 'labours which were to 
turn to the fafety and profperity of the Hate. 
It was found that the meaning of the two 
hexameter verfes pronounced by the Pythia 
at Delphi, fignified that the inhabitants of 
Cnidus were to leave their ifthmus fuch as it 
was; becaufe,. if Jupiter ha(d willed it to be 
an ifland, he would have faved them .the 
trouble of making it fo : an abfurd anfwei; 
calculated only to divert from the execution 
^f grand proje6is, and worthy of perfonages, 
who> on myfterious tripods, and in an obfcure 

language, 
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language/ beaded of beiifg ttici<interpreters of 
the god;5. ',/, • ^' ' .^ r .* ' ' • • i •> 

The ihoresof Cnidus fuinilh, as in foitiier 
timely; a very large quaniirty of •fifties*, 'lEx- 
perience has t&ught the iTflxermeti of • diefe 
ieas, as veil ai thofe d^idid AkcHi^fif;iA<&o; 
that fiihes which gefienaUy keep m the otfing"^ 
approach the land during faiite and fiortnsi 
and that then they may eafily be' taken 'eVfc^ 
from the fea-ftiore ; whereas, in fiile' weather, 
there reniain in the rocks of the coaft none 
but folitary fiihes, and thofe of the fmal| 
fpecies, fuch as the turdus Idbrus, the tardus 
Julus,, and the perca cabrilla. 

The wines of Cnidus were anciently very 
famous. Theophrastus fpeaks of Cnidian 
onions as of a particular fpeciesf. They were 
very mild, and did not occafion tears. It is^ 
indeed, cfertain that, generally ipeaking, thU . 
plant loves heat, and that its bulbs are \tfk 
acrid in warm countries than in cold or tem- 
perate climates. In Egypt, onions do not 
bite the tongue in a difagreeable manner^ 
neither do they excite tears when they arc 



• Ovid called Cnidus the city abounding with fifti: 

f Lib. vii. cap. iv, 

cut: 
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cut: drefied or nw, they conftitiite the inoft 
ordinary food in that country. 

1 doubt n6t that the exceflive ufe which 
k made in Eotft of this fpedes of Jegooies 
jtitMfes the :^pofition to the diforders of 
the €j€^ and of the iOcin ; but certainly it 
communicates not to the men any bad fmeH, 
as has been sCferted^ in endeavouring to ex* 
plain the (ieikch of the Jews .who live among 
tiSf from the great quantity of leeks which 
they employ in their aliments t* If this ex- 
planation were well founded, no people on 
earth would exhale a iironger or m(»re dif« 
agreeable fmell than the Egyptians, who not 
only eat a great m«ny leeks, but make a pro- 
digious confumption of onions. 

It is'very natural to imagine that the oniohs 
of Cnidus had BJiSo a flavour lefs acrid than 
tfaofe of the north and the weft, that is, of 
the leCi warm regions of Grxece* 

It is the fame with garlic, which bas.Hke^ 
wife lei^ pungency and ihaipoefi, in a foil 
heated by a burning fun. The inhabitants of 
our fouthem provinces nfiay have experienced 
this, if they have attempted to eat at Paeis 
the iame preparations of garlic as in their 
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fcduntry ; it is there almoft impoflible to bedr 
the extrertie fharpnfefs of difhes of this fort, 
which are neVetthelefs fo common iA the fouth 
ofFaANdE. 

A clear iky, a tranquil dtmofphere, & fea 
whofe furface was gently ' ruffled by light 
Waves, had, tb^vards the clofe of the day of 
the 30th, fucceeded to the turbulent and dali- 
gerous agitation of the elements. But the 
faiiit bi-eeise, which fcal'cely filled our fails, 
ftill blew from a point contrary to our route, 
and forced us to' ply to Xvindward iti order to 
make any progrefs. With the Exception of 
this obftacle, our voyage was in every refpeft 
pleafant. The ftretches which we made could 
not extend far in a channel Confiiied by lands 
on all fides. SomCtilries we approached the 
lofty coafts of Asia Mixba; and the aipe& 
of the high mountains covered with anciea| 
forefts, cultivated plains, habitations to which 
the diftatice gt^ve a cheerful appearance, the 
diverfity of the fites and profpe6is which every 
moment changed, drew my attention, and 
occupied' me agreeably; fometimes a muiti* 
tude of iflands and ilioals were ^Vithin our 
reach, and difplayed to my eyes the drefs of - 
their plains and of their hills, or the naked* 
-VOL, I, o nc6 
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iie& of the.ir rocks. Ahead and aftern of us, 

other landsy which the progrefe of our veflel 

:Caufed to appear moveable « and wandering,^ 

limited the view. Approximated to eacli 

othfT,. theyfeemed to unite in the diftance, 

^*a^ enclofe us in a vafl bafin, which left lio 

opening to our, paiTage. A flock of crane$> 

.dire€iing their, courfe to t^e fouth, that is, 

towards Egypt, paffed over our heads; they 

,flew at fd great a height, ' that, although the 

fky was very clear, >w.fcarcely. perceived them ; 

. but they made the air refound with their cries : 

; thefe birds pa£s, from one country to another, 

only in fine weather.. 

The next day, I faw a numerous flight of 

ducks, repairing, like the. eranes, to the rich 

•and humid plains of Lower Egypt. 

. . A boifterous and Hill contrary wind arofc 

,pn the 1ft of November. A polypus l&iped 

on board the ihip with fo much violence^ that 

: in ftriking me on the thigh, on the quarter^ 

deck, where I was feated, it made the lame 

impreffion ,on. me as a bullet thrown with 

:forpe ; it was a calamary or cuttle-fiih *. The 

Greeks of the Archipelago call it calamarL 

4 • ^ 
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the Provencals totinCy and the French feameo 
of the weftera ocean^ encomet, becaufe it^ 
rounded form, elongated and terpimating in 
a point, is nearly that of a hofn, and contains^ 
in its infide, a black liquor like ink. 

Thie head of this foft and very Angular ani- 
mal terminated, pn the top and on each fide, 
by three tent^^cula or fleihy feet, having, aloqg 
their inner i^de, fmall cartilaginous tubercles, 
hollow, twilled fpirally, and which, from their 
conflrudiion, perform the office of clafpers. 
The outermoft of thefe three tentacula i; 
broader and thicker than the fecond, and th^ 
latter more fo than the third. The under part 
of the head is furniihed with two large tenta^ 
cula fimilar to the three of the upper, and co*" 
vering the origin of two large antennae of a 
fofter fubftance, \)\xt of an equal fizc to their 
very end, which has the form of a mace bend- 
ing inwards like a hand, of which the animal 
makes ufe for feizing its prey and carrying it 
to its mouth. The little tubercles, of th^ 
fame nature, with which the inner fide of the 
feet are furniihed, ferve it, probably, for t^ie 
fame ufe, and perhaps alfo to hold itfelf clofe 
in copulation ; 'for it is well known that thefe 
polypi couplg by intertwining their fort of 
^ o S arms/ 
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arms, and in the middle of the fea; fo that 
they require tx) be ftrotigly held the on^ agadnft 
the dther, on account of the agitation of the 
waters. • 

Bet\ycen all thefe tentacula is feen a round 
aperture, the laifed margins of which repre- 
fent tolerably well the, top of a pomegranate, 
or of the fruit of the wild rofe-tree. The 
head, compreffed above and below, is as broad 
as it is long; the eyes are very large and ob- 
long; the neck is, as it vere, erichafed in a 
x!artilaginous fheath, covered at top by a bone 
hy no means folid, flattened, and cafed with 
a fkin : even with this bone is, on each fide, 
a cartilaginous membrane or fin, elevated in 
Its middle, and one of the extremities of 
which terminates with the body, and the 
other, at about two-thirds of its length. T^c 
upper part of the fheath, at the felting on of 
the neck, Ibrms a point above, and a flope 
below. It has a fpecies of beak very hard, 
and perfeftly fimilar to that of a parrot The 
Greeks of the Akchipelago give to this 
beak the name of karidi^ which means a 
wall-nut 

This calamary was red above, and white, 
fpeckled with a bright red, belifw. Its prini- 
• * ' cipal 
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cipal dimenfions wiU . 
joined note*. - * ^ 

. The body of the calamary is very flippeiy^ 
attd diflicalt to be held in the hand. The* 
younger it is, the fofter is its ful^nce ; but 
it acquires cohfiiiency in propoi:tiQn as the 
animal increafes in fize. 

The navigator*: <)f the. ocean aflertthat the 
eahimiLiy..becomesione of the latgeft animals 
of that fea; which would not' be eafy to ber 
lieve^if it be true, as BELONt f&ys> that 
this polypus .lives little more than two ye^rs. 
It is coniidered as a prefage of a temped, when 
the calamaries dart out of the waten The 
fame day that one* came on board of our ihip, 
I iaw, in the afternoon, a coniiderable Atoal 
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of thcm'j iHej ^roferakhei-ihigh aboise the fur* 
face of the fea, in the manner of flyihgvfiflics,' 
add p^trricd with theni a pbrtion of trdter, 
/^hich, infalling again, fornied a long iOrihg^- 
fimilar to a detaeh«<ji tail> which .united them 
for fome tiiftfe to l^ie ffca, and which, varioofly 
coloured by the refradion of the fun's rays, 
pfbdiicfed a very agreeable iigfat, owing to the 
tints with whibh, in broad day, the fauniid 
bodre& of the calamaries theinfelves glitter. - 
'^ On the ihbres of the iflands^ of the Archi-^ 
'M.tA'fiOi ^calanf^aries are taught urith ,hobk 
and liiie;, arid it is principally during the 
winter that moft are taken. Their cartilagin- 
ous fleih i«i lather bad eating, and appeared 
io me ^difficult of digeftion ; it is neverthdefs 
^ difh much in vogue among the Greeks, 
li^he bed naanner of dreffing it, is to fill the 
infide of the polypus with mincea nieat; but 
however good may be the (puffing, it fcarcely 
renden thecfieih of this animal more delicate. - 
'We ftiufrdiftihguiih' a fpecies or a v?tmtj 
of caUmarV-, alio common im the feas of the 
liEVAiiTT, \vliich the prefent Greeks call trap- 
Jidoj and th^ Provencals aritgu This polypus 
B^ars muclv refemblance to that which i have 
juft defcribed. It differs from it, neverthe- 
Icfs, by its cjes being of an extraordinarjr 



fize, its fins of Ie& extefft, its feet havins: a 
greater number of fmall'boily points to their 

r 

cartilaginous tubercle*, = the back-bone lefe 
length, and th^ (lieitth dTmalier quantity of 
black liquor;, laftly^ by^-its becoming veiy 
large. • The Greeks, ftriifek by theft traits of 
conformity, affirm that their trapfalo is only 
the calamary changed by age; ho.wever, I 
have fome diffifculty in Weing perfuaded that 
differences -fo marked as thofe which I have 
indicated are but fimple effefts of the diverfity 
of age. Thefe difparities in the forms are alfo 
to be foiind in the habits; the arugi ap- 
proaches the coaft niore frequently than the 
calamary; it often comes on the fand of the 
itiore, and there depofits its eggs, whereas the 
calamary never goes on land. Thefe arugis, 
from their habit of frequenting the land, are 
bftener taken than calamaries, properly fo 
called. Their flefh too appeared to me Jietter, 
and lefs difficult of digefiion ; but their eggs 
have a (light purgative property, from which 
no bad efiefis are felt. 

I have been affured that the little polypi 
which were fometimes met with in the opeu 
fea, and in large bodies, were of this latter 
fpecies. In 1774, I found in the fiomach of 
a (hark which we caught in the ocean^ be* 
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tween the tropics ^id^/ear tire .weft coaft of 
Africa, oqe of^jthefe pqlypi, which was 
fcarcely fix iuche% Iojd^^ : apd th^ fubftance 
of which was alai$»ft. as foft as mucilage* 
This extreme ipft^ieft was partly owing to the 
tender age of the aniraal, as well as to the 
commencement of fiigeftion which it had ex- 
perienced in the ftomach of the fliark, ^ The 
drawing which I caufed to betaken of it, and 
which I give \xtx^^{FlaUlV^^ jig. 3.) repre- 
sents it of the n?itural fi^se. . ; ' 
^ By dint oi i^^ruggling ag^in.ft the wind, 
which as. well as the fca began tp. rife,- we 
yeach^d the Illand of Stancho, and we there 
caft ancbof at rday-break, on the 2d of No- 
vember. But before I fpeaik of that ifland, 
\l is cxppdiOTt to meafure bacl^ ixiy way, an4 
inake mention > of feveral other iflands which 
are fituated to the right, that is, to the fouth 
pf file rpi|te wh^ch we had juft foUqw^, 



. * 



CHAPTER. 



CRESCS AND TQRKET. 



vn 



CHAPTER X. 



A phihfophkal view of the IJlands of the Mc* 
dite rran ean. — Scarpan to. — ^Caflb. — Caffiaa 
I/lands. — Limonia. — Narki. — Pifc^pia.— 
NifarL — Madona, 



VV HEN we direffc our victt over that im* 
Tnenfc number of broad elevated lawns, of 
fummits of mountaina, of points of rocks, 
placed without order and very near to each 
other, Mrith which the MEpiTSUitANEAN is 
covered on the eall, we cannot avoid thinking 
that this extent of fea, thickly (Irewn with a 
multitude of lands, has formed a continent 
in times the moft remote, and that a fudden 
irruption of the waters of the Black Sea, 
earthquakes, and the violent a6lion of volcar. 
noes, have inundated that ancient countrv of 
Greece, and torn it into innumerable ihreds. . 
\a& and deep chafma have fwaUowed up a 
^ou^d^able portlou pf that country, and there ' 

has* 
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has remained of it only peaks of mountains, 
' furrowed by cavities and filFures, in which the 
confufion of the fubftances attefts that they 
have beew overthrown. 

•^ Each of thefe iflands^^th^ remains of an an- 
cient land, violently Aatcn/ and for the moll 
part ingulfed by one of thofe great cataftrophes 
of Naturg, the traces of M'hirhare fo fljrqngjy 
imprinted on the furface ,of the'glohej has 
near it iflets, rocks emerging from the waters, 
or concealed teneath theni, fcdges, fhoals, . 
fragments of its ancient junfifion with a neigh- 
bouring ifland, or with the continent: it is 
Aifl to^fbrthe'obferver tb foUaw foriie.ol^ibe 
linea. which conneded tbefe lands vnXh each 
other, and to convince himfelf that they all 
fonned but one uninterrupted', country. — - 
Who knows even wiether it. be not in this 
part of the.MiiiDiT£RRAN£AN| rather than in 
the ocean, that we muft look for the lite of 
the famous Atlantic of PtAxo? That cele- 
brated phibfbpher of antiquity.has faid, in.ex- 
prefs terms, that it was to the fouth of Attic a» 
which juftifies the well^ibundsd prefumpttoa 
that it was fituated.tovtfards.the coail of Li- 



bya. 



Every thing then ia the ^univerfe . is coih^ 

£gned to deftru6tion ;« &ih created «beinga4e9> 
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^rience various modifications a&d periih ; the 
Creator alone, is ittiinutable ^nd'eternal. When 
fiibftatices the lAoil hard a^nd irlofl fotid, and 
which feemed to brav^ th^ attacks qf time, 
toelt or are; pulverized in the.fire df volcanoe.^ 
and aire difiolVed by theadipo of the, air and 
the waters ; whenthe &ce of ttie globe ch^ngea^ 
either by the fudden effe^ of . fubterriuieou$ 
eonvulfiodSi oY of great inundations,- or by 
Gauf^ momiHo'Wi but not Ief$ adive, man^ 
in thu courfe of his ephemeral extftence, diA 
putts with man the ruins <of thi^ 6irth, aban^ 
dohed' to powerful and cdntinual agoits of 
deih-u^idn ; inftead of emplpyiKig hin!delf un** 
remittingly in cultivtting Und .imbelliihing 
the places where he is £xe(i« Yielding to the 
ijage of ambltioQy he/focfakes . pteaiing occu«- 
pations, Ufeful labours ; and^ arming himfelf 
with all the refourdes .that the genit|$ of de«- 
vafiation can engender^ bedcovers with ruins 
and bavock an abode already expoftd to the 
-sayages df ages, < and which he is to inhabit 
only during fo'finall a number of years. At 
4he call oi an ambitious or wicked man, the 
(human race become feized with the fury of 
.hAtih ; they threateii, claih, and tear each 
other to pieces; nations devote themfelves to 
. hj»t|iedan4 to death; whole generations ruih 

into 
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intb carnage, andkre drowned in btood; whil^ 
piles of cal'cafles form a mi& of horror and 
^rru{^tion, which rage, inceflantly ^'eviving^^ 
will not fail to increaie, • ' • •' 

I have already faid that the little Iflan^ 
of Sahta Cathbrtna appeared to have been 
detached froin the fouth point of the Ifle^df 
Rhodes ; it is a reninant of the llind which 
joined it to another countrje, ill like maifne^ 
infulated, and which bears the^ naing of the 
Ifland of ScARi^AKTo ; 4]1& latter was an« 
cienti V ' caHed Cahpatik^ w CAn^ArttOSy and 
gave its nanve to th<s Car path i a )^ S£a, that 
is, to that fppal) extent of fea whi(^h lies be*^ 
tween the iflands of RhOj>ss and. CAi^DiX, 
and of which pfbets have frequefttly-made men- 
tion. Not fo latge as the'Iile of Rhodes, it 
is of the fame form, oriiearlyYo,- being con- 
fiderably longer' than it is broad; it is little, 
more than from feven to eight leagues in 
length, by about three in breadth. Strabo 
bas alfo defignated it under the denomiiiar 
tion of TETRAPicxLUSi bccaufc it oontained -four 
cities; other hiOorians reckon feven; at tbin 
day there are no longer any. - S^me very good 
harbours afford fecure fhelter^td fliip^fucptifed 
by.a ftorm, or buflPeted by contraty; Avihdsj-in, 
a fea which leaves but little ^n £(act iK3iVb 

traverfed* 
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traverfed. 1 4ici not vifit this /fland, in wMch 
poets feigned that Pallas was born and paifed 
her infancy ; nor did I £nd any opportunity 
of converiing about it with perfons who had 
viiited it: I only know that it has high moun* 
tains, rich in mineral^, which the ifktndci^s 
dare not touch, richer ftill at their furface. 
from the luxuriant paftures which there grow; 
that its foil is fertile; that game is in plenty^ 
and that its coafts abound with, fifh ; and that 
laftiy, and this is not one of its leaft advan* 
tages, no Turk makes it his refidcnce. I fliall 
add, that the fituatiou of Scaupanto, be- 
tween two large iflands, and on the track of 
lliips bound to Cyprus, Syria^ and Egypt, 
may become the emporium of a great trade, 
as its harbours and its fertility would render 
it a very convenient place for anchoiing and 
procuring fupplics* 

Between Cipe Pornisa, the moft fouthera 
of that ifland, and Cape Sidera, the moft 
eailern of theliland of Candia, but nearer 
to the former than to the latter, is anotl^r 
point of conne6t}pn between the two; the 
fmall Ifland of CASsOf the ancient Casos, or 
Casvs, a name which the Italians, and after 
tbem^ the Provencal navigators, have meta* 
iDo«|>bofed into that, more indecent, of Cazzo. 

A tQwn^ 
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A town, which was alfo called CasuSj from 
the name of th^ father of Cleomachus, who 
conduced inhabitants thither, had been buill 
anciently in this ifland: it no longer exifts; 
and the population of tlie ifland, entirely com- 
ppfed of Greeks, is not confiderable. 

This ifland, which is only three leagues in 
circumference, is little frequented by fliipping, 
its road being difficult of entrance, and its 
jhore dangerous of accefs ; the inhabitants, 
on that account, are but the more happy and 
taore free r the Tijrks feldom venture to go 
thither to exercife the defpotifm with which 
they overwhelm the countries fubjefl; to their 
empire. And, indeed, thofe Greeks of Casso, 
piore independent and .more fecure in their 
property, are more laborious than elfewhere; 
their toil and induftry have introduced ferti- 
litv on a foil of which the ftratum even of 
vegetable earth, which covers the rocks, ap- 
peared not to render it fufceptible; the vines 
which grow on this fl:onv ground, furnifli 
them with very good wine; aud the honey 
which they gather is ftill, as in ancient times, 
abumlant, and of an excellent quality. The 
Caffiots, like all the inhabitants of the'fmall 
4flands which cannot fupply the wants of their 
/population,, are navigators anxl traders > but 
.... ~ their 
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their induftry in that line does not extend be* 
yond the limits of the ARCHJPE1.AG0. 
. Several iflets or ilioals lie near the northern' 
coaft of theJiland of Casso; the ancients 
called them the Cassia n Iflauds, or Iflands 
pf the XL^affians ; they are barren, and fcarcely 
covered wi^h a few buflies; they flielter the 
road of Casso from the winds and the fea to 
the north. \ . ; 

To the weft of Sc arpanto, other arid and 
uninhabited iflets rile above the fea: naviga* 
tors alone have an intereft in knowins: their 
pofition ; and the chart, annexed to.this woik, 
indicates it with exa6lnefs. 

The firft ifland which we had left on our 
fight, on quitting the Ifle of Rhodes, is that 
of L1MONI4. It is. by no means extenfive, and 
its length greatly exceedat it^ breadth. Its 
eaftern coaft prefents a fmall haven, defended 
by a ilipal, a,nd on the margin of M'hich ftands 
the only village in the ifland. 

At fome diftance from Limonia is Nark J 
or KARKjy a fmall ifland? which neither has 
more extent nor importance ; it anciently bore 
the name of Chalqu or Chalcis, and the exr 
(ren^e f^itility of one of its diftrifts was much 
eJCtoUed. In 1658, the Venetians facked it 
^ft completely, in order to punifli the inha- 
bitants 
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litantsfor having takea up arms agairift ttietti$ 
'and, fince that difaftrotis period, the fatal 
abufe of po?\ii^er and injuftlce, population has 
b^enfcanty, a;nd culture in a kngliilhitig cot!*' 
dition. Several {ho2LU, rifing kbove thetva** 
ters, are the mdications of the ancient junc- 
tion of the lands of Limonia and Nakki. 

Further on, towards the north-weft, ana 
nearly m the middle of the diftance wliich 
feparates the Ifle of Rhodes from that of 
Stancho, is the Ifland of PiscoPUy a little 
larger than the Iflands of Limoxia and 
Narki, which I have juft mentioned. It has 
a tolerably good harbour and feveral anchorv 
ages, very ufefiil to iliips which frequent thefe 
feas. The ancients called it Telos^ and they 
highly eftcemed the perfumes which were 
.there prepared. This branch of trade is loft; 
but it is a proof of the goodnefs of the foil of 
PiscopiA, and of the mildnefs of its climate; 
circumfla.nces the moft favourable to the ex- 
pandon of the fweet odour of plants and 
flowers. 

The Ifland of Nisari, anciently NisvRoSf 
comes next, facing Cape Crio, from which 
it is diftant only three led.gues. I^is a land 
feparated from the Ifland of Stancho ; the 
poets had preferved the memory of this event 
•. . . by 
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by a fable, which, like almoft all thofe of an- 
tiquity, was founded on fa&s hiflorical and 
real; They therefore related that Neptune^ 
being in purfuit of a giant, detached a piece 
of the Ifland of Cos in order to overwhelm 
him, and that this piece, ynder which thd 
giant was cruflied^ is become the Ifland of 
NiSARi; a temple had there been eredled to 
Neptunje, in order to perpetuate thd remem- 
brance of its formation. . Under this allegory, 
it is not difficult to difcover that the effort of 
Neptune to conquer the refiftance of the 
giant, is nothing mdre than the violence of 
an irruption of the waters, which, burfting 
through every obftacle, worked themfelves a 
pafiage acrofs the lands of Cos or of Stancho> 
as they have opened fome on a multitude of 
points in the fame leas. Nisari is an ifland 
of little extent^ elevated, and flonyj warm 
waters and other veftiges of volcanoes are 
there to be met with ; grind-ftones are very 
common, and it produces in abundance feve* 
ral forts of commodities ; but it wants a l^r* 
hour where velfels can cafl anchor in fafcty. 

Between the Ifland of Nisari and that of 
3fAMP0Lt, there ate iflets and rocks, of 
•Vhich an infpe6Hon of the chart will convey 
lall the knowledge that it is neceifary to obtaiBu 

vol. I. p Amongp 
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Among thefe flioals is to be feen a very r64 
markable one ; the Europeans call it Madona 
or Our Ladtfj and the Greeks, Panagia, a 
word which has the fanie iignification. It id 
the point of a very high mountain, and the 
bigheft, perhaps, of all the portion of the 
continent of Qreecb fwallowed up in the 
waters. What appears of it ftill is very ele- 
vated above the fca,. and prefeuts only an 
enormous block of rock, naked, fieep, and 
ahnoil inacceflible. However, fome Greek 
monks, devoting themfelves to abfolute re- 
tirement, and availing themfelves of the fif- 
fures which ancient convulfions, or the inju- 
ti& of the air^ have fcattered over this voek, 
have ventured to climb up it, and conftru^ 
on its Aim^R^it a little ohapel, dedicated to the 
Virgin, and a habitation, or rather a grotto^ 
confecrat^d to an auilere iblitude and the 
contemplations of afcetic life. What an abode 
for the man, who, free from all paflSon, can 
live imlependent and fecure from the ibock 
of the paffions of his fellow-creatures ! Com- 
manding a very extenfi ve view, bis eye reach^ 
€Kver a part of the Arghipeia6o and of 
Ga££C£; in the midft of countries, wktofo 
population is numerous and agitated, his tran-* 
quillity is as. complete as if he did not inhabit 

the 
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the earth ; devoid of ambitidn, a hoit fufficcs 
to procure him the iieceirary articles of life : 
ffliips conveying riches frequently acquii*ed at 
the cxpenfe of honour, and flained with hu- 
man bloody fail aronnd him, condbded by 
men, who, on more than one occaiion, have 
envied his &te; calm aniid the moil fright^ 
fal ten^fis^ he beholds the impetuous and 
ncdfy waves break at his feet; while he h 
above the reach of the flill more terrible 
fiorms of cupidity and ambition. 
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CHAPTER 5il. 



Stancho. — Ancient Cos. — Torvn of Stancho. 
— Its gardens J its harbour. — Agent of the 
confidate, — Plague. — IJland of Stancho.-^ 
Its population^ its climate^ its produBion^.-*^ 
Silk'Worms. ^ — Plane-tree. 



jlSO one is ignorant that the Ifland oi Stan* 

CHo or StanchiOj of the European navigators, 

IS that which the Greeks called and fiill call 

the life of Cos. According to the remark of 

Choiseul-Gouffier% this denomination 

of Stancho or StanchiOj arifes from the man« 

ner in which navigators, too apt to disfigure 

every name, underftand the words which the 

Greeks employ for faying that they are going 

to Cos, eis ten Kos, and which, pronounced 

rapidly, make Stinco: but it is through a 

miftake, the origin of which I am unable to 

difcovcr, that the moft efteemed geographers 

* f\yaie Pitton/fue de la Gria^ chapter vw 
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fay that the fame ifland alfo bears the name 
of Lango. 

Every one knows too that at Cos, 460 
years before the chriftian era, Hippocrates, 
the lawgiver of phyfic, was bom : his theory, 
founded entirely on obfervation and expe- 
rience, has outlived ages : and the aphorifms 
which it contains are .ilill, after thoufapds 
of years, the fafeil rule for the Gondu6b and 
the duties of all thofe who wiih to confecrate, 
with fuccefs, their days to the relief of man- 
kind. The god of medicine was revered in 
the fame fpot which gave birth to. the firft of 
phyficians. The temple of iEscuLAPius oc- 
cupied a part of the fuburb of the city of 
Cos; it contained the mod valuable offerings, 
a tribute of the gratitude of the fick who 
had obtained their cure ; and infcriptions in* 
dicated the diforders by which they had been 
afflided, and the remedies which had relieved 
themf. This cuftom, at the lame time reli- 
gious and civil, was well calculated to excite 
emulation among thofe who made a profeflioa 
of the art of healing, and to keep at a dif* 
tance ignorance and empirifm. 

* 

t ^e^^* ^ 7^"^ Jttf^charfir, chap. xUv, a^cor4inS (O 
Stilabo> book viii and xiv. 

> ? 3 Coa 
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Cos was libewifa tHWcoiintry of Apellu^ 
the moft celebrated painter of antiquity, to 
whom alone it was permitted to paint Alxh- 
ANDSi^, the greateft hero of his time, if bow- 
ever heroifm can confift in the exercjfe of 
the moft terrible power, which nature and hut 
manity rejeft with horror, that of difturbing, 
of tormenting nations, and flaughtering man-* 
kind. Poftority, lcf$ fortunate with rcfpeft 
to the painter, ha^i not coU(;6led his wo;-ks; 
^c Ifnow them only by the tradition of the 
jnoft brilliant renown, while the books of the 
&ther of medicine, more ufeful and more 
durable, have been handed to us, as the beft 
Ibhool in which we can learn to ward off fronv 
pur frail and tranfitory exiftence the ilk by 
which it is threatened and opprefled. 

Other men, illuftrious in the arts and 
fbtencias, owe their birth to Cos. My obje6l, 
as I have announced, not being to i*etrace 
the ancient hiflory of the countries which I 
have vifited, a hiftory repeated in fo many 
books, and known to all thofe who have re- 
eeiv^ a liberal education ; and the little I fay 
of it being intended only to approximate, or 
rather to cotitraft the flourifliing fituation of 
thefe places in ancient times, with the ftate 
pf decay, and of wretchednefs almoft gene- 
ral. 
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idy in which we fee thi&m in our da}^, I have 
aiade mention of thf greateft men of whom 
Cos was the cradle and th6 abode, only for 
the purpofe of recalling to mind how cele- 
brated and flourifliing tlmt city muft have 
becn> from the concurrence of the fciehces 
and arts which there fhone in all their luilre. 
Cos was, in fad):, magnificent in its interior, 
AS well as veiy agreeable from its pofition; 
Its harbour was alfo one of the fineft and 
moil frequental in thefe feas. 

It is almoft heedlefs to mention t&at there 
no longer e^iil any traces of the ancient city; 
the temple of £sculapiu8, the faered wood 
by which it was fmrounded, the other m9* 
nnments have there been efiBiced, te well at 
the memory of the celebrated men who con* 
iUtuted its glbry. Such is the fate of all the 
cities, of all the edifices, of all the eountriei^ 
abandoned to the devailation of the Tarks, a 
warlike and barbarous nation : Uk^ the birds 
cf night, whofe eyes are hurt and cries ea* 
cited by the rays of the fun, the Inftr^ of the 
^ fine arts dazzle them, and the fciences 2npe to 
them no more than an obje^l of contempt* 
Such is generally the deplorable lot of every 
country governed by the force of arffis, and 
jn which the fword gives the law, 

p4 The 
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. The modem town of StanjCho is finally 
its buildings have nothing remarkable; but ita 
lituatioa on the fea-ihore is the fame as that 
of the ancient citv, and its environs arc ftill 
very agreeable. It is furrounded by orchards 
of. lemon and orange trees; their* flowers, 
M'hich the warmth . of the climate multiplies 
and perfumes, .thene diffufe delightful ema-r 
nations, a^d their fucculcnt fruits are in fuffi« 
ciently great abundance for affording, at a 
very low price, to its inhabitants a falutary 
and pleaiant refreiliment, and for becoming 
an article* of their commerce. Cargoes of 
oranges and lemons are there ihipped, and 
Gonrveyed^ to.idifferent parts of TuajtEy, but 
principally to SmyanA and ConstantinOi 

: The harbour, which is. defended by a cafile, 
kjSpt in bad order, though fbfmeily fafe and 
deep,' can no longer receive any but fmall 
virffels.; laT;ge fliips remain without, in a road 
where there is good holding ground, but 
svlridx .they; ' neverthelefs, avoid during the 
»:iuter, becaufe it is open to the winds and 
thefwell -from the north and weft. Scai'cely 
hajl Ave^caft anchor there, than a meflenger , 
from the French conful, who refided in the 
iiland, cam^ to apprize us that the captain of 

a Pro-? 
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a Provencal merchant- veffel, who had brought 
to Stancho fome Turkifli paffengers froiu 
Constantinople, had juft expired of the 
plague. Although we were in want of fomc 
proviiions, our detei-mination was foon taken, 
and we refolved to endure a few privations, 
and to quit very fpeedily a flielter which the 
trontrariety and the violence of the winds 
had rendered neceflary to us, rather than 
expofe ourfelves to the mod dreadful of con- 
tagions. 

However, as we were to wait till the night 
bad lulled the wind, and caufed a land-breeze 
to. fpring up, I could not determine to re- 
main fo near an ifland, which I was no longer 
to have an opportunity of vifiting, without 
landing. I promifed my companions, who 
were not well pleafed to fee me go on ihore, 
to take every precaution which could infuxe 
them tjiat I would not render them viftims 
of what they called an imprudence. The 
fliip's boat landed me alone on the beach; 
and, for fear of any communication, Ihe re- 
turned on board very quickly. I repaired to 
the houfe of M. Masse, who, for twenty-fix 
years, had exercifed, at Stancho, the func- 
tions of agent to the general confulate of 
jSmyrna. I was received with the frank and 

cordial 
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Cordial civility of an honed mdii, proud of 
long fervices which remained unrewarded. 
*^ I am bv no means aftoniflied^" faid he to 
me, ^Ubat a man, whofe courage has led 
*^ him to undertake difficult travels, who 
*^ has braved the ferocity of the inhabitants 
** of Egypt and the robberies of the Arabs^ 
'VfliouUl not have been intimidated at tlic 
*^ notice of the plague. You are in the right 
•* to banith the fear of that diforder; this 
** Ls the firft of prefervatives. The imagina* 
tion aifeded, the mind dcprefled with fear, 
are difpofitions which feem to bring on th^ 
difeafe, iuAead of warding it off. The 
plaguy according to every appearance, is 
on tlie point of being propagated in this 



(( 
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." jfland ; the indifference of the Turks re* 
** fpecting every precaution which might 
*' avert this fcourge, or arrcft its progrefs, 
** will leave an open field to the develop- 
•* ment of the fatal influences of the con* 
** tagion, the firft fymptoms of which have 
.^^ already made their appearance; and this 
* * year it will make great ravages. " 

I begged the agent to explain to me on 

what he grounded his fatal prognoftic. He 

anfwered, by communicating to me a remark, 

which his long refidenqe in Turkey had 

1 enabled 
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enabled him to verify, and which, by tSk^ 
biiihing a Angular affinity between two epi«* 
demical difeaies, might contribute to a more 
certain knowledge of their nature. M. Mji$s£ 
then iirft informed me, that the plague novet 
broke out at Stancho but in the month of 
January, and afterwards obfervation had a£- 
pertained that, in the years when the conta^ 
gioif was likely to be violent, it was pre-' 
ceded by a general fmall-pox, which carried 
pff a great many children. On my arrival^ 
the fmalUpox was making ravages ; and thia 
l^ircumftance left, iti the mind of M. Masses 
no doubt refpefting the more terrible harock 
with which the plague would defolate the 
filand, if, in the courfe of two montha, it 
(here developed the germa which had juft 
\>een brought thither. 

This obfervation appeared to me new and 
Important; it may throw a great light-on a 
difeafe which is fcarcely known but by its 
cruel and rapid effects, and ferve as a clue 
to the curative means whiah are yet to be 
fought. How many obfervations of that kind 
might not be collected ! But it requires time 
and patience. The example of Hippocra* 
' ^Es, the greateft obfcrvcr of his age and of 
tWe which have followed, has not many 

imitators : 
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imitators; we arc fonder of writing than 
obferving. Every one, now-a-days, is eager 
to enjoy fome reputation, by haftening to 
fliew bimfelf in open day, and does not trou- 
ble himfelf whether the enjoyments of others 
anfwer to that premature defire of getting 
•himfelf talked of; young people, fcarcely 
,«merged from fchool, affume a magifterial 
tone, and: are not aware of the facility with 
which a fchool-boy becomes a pedant; others 
cftablifli theories before they have acquired 
experience ; the fciences and letters cannot be 
enriched by this cloud of produ6iions which 
afibrd no information, except the advanta- 
geous opinion which their authors have con- 
ceived of them ; and' had we not ftill remaming 
afcw great mailers, the honour of the fciences 
and of our literature, we fliould regret that 
^ are not born in a time when the temple 
of.-£scuLAFius and obferving genius fur- 
nifhed to a philofopher, the friend and com- 
forter of mankind,' the materials of the im- 
mortal lefTous which he has written in a man- 
ner at once fimple, natural, and fublime. 

Th3 population of the town of Stancho 
IS, in a very great ' meafure, compofed of 
Turks: the Greeks form that of the reft of 
tije ifland; but it is not very numerous. 
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Here, there is no place of any confequence 
but' the capital, itfelf. The ifland, which is 
much longer than it is broad, is, indeed, of 
no great extent ; but the beauty of its cli- 
mate and of its foil, its fecundity, and its 
natural allurements would render the fmall- 
neis of the number of its inhabitants an ex- 
traordinary circumftance, did we not recoUefk 
that this chairming country is under the im- 
mediate command of the Turks, who, ' oc- 
cupying the town, are enabled to exerciib 
with greater violence the tyrannic fway, by 
which plains the moil populous and moft 
produdive may become defert and unculti- 
vated. PoRCACHi has aiferted that the air 
of Stancho was unhealthy and fubjeft to 
feveral imprefiions of malignancy, which there 
produce various contagious difeafes*. Dap- 
pee has copied PoacACHif; geographers 
have copied Dapper, and, in our days, 
their books repeat that Stancho is an ifland 
dangerous to be inhabited. But this aiTertion 
is ill-founded ; voyagers the moft modem and 
beft informed, among whom I Ihall content 
myfelf with quoting M. de Choisseul- 

• De/criptiou dis ties di PArehipeL 
f De/cription e^a^t d$$ lUs di PArehipeL 

GouFriER, 
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Govffieb:{;, bave taken good care not t6 
repeat it; and IVL M>lssk, who, as I have 
before {aid, had refided at Stancho for 
twenty-itx years, aifured.me that he hsA them 
feen no other epidemical dtfea&s. than the 
fitiall-pox, the ravages of wh^ are common 
in feveral other countries, and the plague^ 
vhtch . is brought thither frma foreign parts. 
And vhen we pay attentioik to the fitua^ 
' tioo and the nature of this country, it would 
tie difficult to difcover tliere the caufes d fb 
great an infalabrity of which the ancienta 
bave not ipoken ; while tiiey have highly ex- 
'tolled the charma of the Ifle of Cos. Here 
no ftagnant water fpreads noxious exhala^ 
tsons ; here the earth is not impregnated with 
fatrtful fubi^ances; high mountains prevent 
not the circulation of the air; the atmo<> 
%here is not humid ; the rains are not con^ 
tinual, and, for the moft pait, the iky is 
cfeaa: and fcrene; the fertility of the foil i^ 
Itch and brilliant; and it is rare and very 
difficult, in the midft of this prodigality of 

t ^ This iilajid has nothing that diftinguUhes it at prs^ 
•* fentf the beauty of the climate, the fertility of the foil,; 
** and the abundance of' the fruits, are properties common 
*' to thefe countries.** Foyt^ Pittore/qui de la Griice, toL u 



** page 105. 
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t&e ikrouiA of Nature, for germs of corrup* 
Uon aBd death to ipread and continue. 

Some very high mountains command the 
fouth part of the iiland. Navigators, anxious to 
ihelter themfelves from the impetuous northerly 
winds, find, in that quarter, a propitious re^ 
ti-eat ih the little harbour of Safodino. Tho 
remainder of the iiland is a beautiful plain, of 
admirable fecundity, the treafures of which, 
in a great meafure negleded, wait for happy 
changes 19 order to difplay all their magnifi* 
ciSnce. Fruits, fuch as oranges, lemons, whole 
trees form groves where the golden apple 
waves 4m all fides in the midfi of a thick 
and perfumed foliage; figs, grapes, &c. are 
there delicious. The wine which is drawn 
ftom thefe laft is delicate and agreeable : M.' 
Masse made me tafte fome which was not in<* 
ferior to the mod exquifite wines of Gr£KCE« 
The variety of flowers and fruits, with which 
tile gardens are embelliihed, flatters the fineli 
more agreeably than all the perfumes of Ara- 
bia; in ihort, if a wife and happy liberty 
could be revived on a land which claims it, 
the country of Hippocrates and Apslies 
would ftill be an enchanting abode. 

Excellent pafttlres formerly fed numerous 
flocks, that furniflied wool with which the in- 
habitants 
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habitants manufadured ftuffs, much efteefhect 
. both for their finenefs and the brilliant ccH 
lours with which they were dyed. This kind 
of induftry is loft, with a part of the richer 
that conftituted the fplendour of the illand ; 
and fleeces lefs taken care of, as well as lefs 
common, are no longer wrought either wkli 
the fame art or the fame delicacy. . 

Previoufly to the laft century, commerce 
drew, from the Ifle of Stancho, a tolerably 
good quantity of filk ; but, for feveral years 
paft, none is .there to be found. The climate 
is, neverthelefs, very fai'-ourable to the culture 
of mulberry- trees, and to the worm which 
feeds on them. Aristotle attributes the 
invention of winding into fkains the cods of 
the filk- worm and of making ftuflfe.of them 
to Pamphila, daughter of Lat Otis, kn in- 
habitant of the Ifle of Cos*; and Pliny^ 
%'ho gives the fame account, adds with a 
tone of irony and indignation, that indeed 
this girl ought not to be deprived of the ho^ 
Hour which fhe has acquired in finding means 
of dreffing women as if they were nakedf- 
What Pliny fays afterwards of filk-wcffms^ 



* Hiit. Animal, lib. v* cap. xix. 
•f Hift. Nat. lib. ii« cap. xxiu 
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Vhich, in the Ifle of Cos, are reported jtb 
be produced from . the bloffoms of the alh,. 
the oak, and the cyprefs% is very furprifing^ 
and would give room to prefume, Avithfome 
learned commentators, that the infed of 
which Aristotle and Pliny have fpoken^ 
the former under the name of bombyHoSj and « 
the latter under that of bombiv, is not the 
feme as our filk-worm, if we were acquainted 
with any other to which we could apply what 
they haye faid of it; .if^ befides, we did know^ 
from modem accounts, that filk-worms feed" 
in Chin-4, not only on the alli, but alfo on 
the oak, and even on the cyprefs, and the 
turpentine-tree !• Are there feveral fpecies^ 
of .the filk-warra, or infe£is yielding a filk' 
fimilar to that of thefe worms ? Are we 
igporant; of the refources which Nature has 
diffufed in different countries, according to 
the differences of the . foil and climate, for 
the nouriihment of filk-worms ? What know- 
ledge natural. hiftofy and rural economy have 
ftill to acquirci ^. 



, •. HiiL Nat. lib, ii. cap. xxiii. 

^ f 4k» t^rfecond editixia of the Tratftls inftthelntirior tf 
China, bf Lord Macartney, tranflated by Cafterat vol. 
t» page agi. — ^Note of the French ttanilator. 
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I pafled the whole day in vifiting the en- 
virons of the town, and walking in the rich 
and delightful groves by which it is fur- 
rounded. The obligbg M. Mass£ chofe ta 
accompany me; and hts information, the 
fruit of t long refidence in the Levant, 
rendered his converfatron a fource of in- 
firudion and entertainment In croifing the 
town, ill order to proceed to the fea-fhore, I 
faw the femoufe plane-tree*, which covei's 
the little public fquare with its antique and 
twifting branches, and cools it with its im- 
pervious fliade. Pillars, or rather fragtnents 
of pillars of marble and gnmite, liave been 
er^ed by the 'inhabitants in order to fup- 
port foriie thick bi*anches, wlrich, being toa 
iar diftant from the trunk, and liaded with 
boraghs iCnd leaves^ w^'otrld break ^tid fink 
dbwn through their cwti weight. /Thdfe pil- 
krs are, kccordrng to what M. Masse toltl 
me, the only remains "df ancfent montttne^ti 
which tith to he met li^ith in the whole 
Ifland of Stancho, if we except' a f(Sw me- 
dais of little vahie. 

A fountain lias been built under the ih^de 

'of the plane-tree r it fuppKes the waivts of iihc 

» « - ... . , 
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Q!^urks, great oonfiiiiierB of. water; amd tbbjr 
find, in a coffee-houfe efilatiiiilicd under tbr 
£Lihe foliage, the wacm fatvid'agfi foadr^m 
the berry of liie ^fthib of AhjcbIa,. :2n4 ^^^^ 
fervcB them in Kenivf wiaA and- eVery. otfttr 
fermented liquor.. . TheTtirkB; fo/whom c^dl 
places £ire a waid aniri a deleglitv idflenible mb^ 
der the piV)digious :iiteoe-triee..of SxAif CHO^ 
every one 6f , thetn. feds, a ^ileafture in taking 
eare of it, and they hare,: ibr ibis fa^e,. a foot 
of religious refpedl, which is flxared 1^ the 
families of birds that dwell and neftle on its 
branches. 

It would not be an inquiry altogetner tife- 
lefs or indifferent to vegetable phyfiology to 
make known the age of a tree fo enormous ; 
but information, very eafy to obtain in 
Europe, is impoffible to be colleSed in 
Turkey, where indifference refpefting the 
mod memorable events, the want of regifters 
and written memoirs leave in oblivion fa6ls 
which appear only matters of mere curiofity. 
The wood of the plane-tree is as hard as that 
of the oak; the tree is, confequently, very ^ 
flow in acquiring its growth; and if we pay. 
attention to the truly-aftonifliing thicknefs 
and extent of the plane-tree of Stancho, we 
fliall believe, without difficulty, that upwards 

Q 2 of 
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of.Ceiicentune& have idapfed, finee the pi^riod 
t^f its beiagiplautect .* ;.. '■ . - 
^c'^Ttsfl mghtiwu ibut:iii,vrvhen I repaired t6 
thi^4h\pf fktiB&Bd m^ and 

wdh) not having been Beteniid from landing 
bytht dread ofthe plague..-:: I difpelled the 
^MansofHiecrew.hy the: detail t)f the prisr 
cautidns: which. I had taken ^to avoid all daili^ 
gerbus cbmmbnicationy Andy on the mortihig 
Joixht.Sd, AW| got trader way before, day* 
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CHAPTER XII, 



^autkiil remarks. — Thejlag-Jtup iff the Turkyk 
nwg earri(^ off: by a handful of -chriftian 

- Jlaves.-^aptain of a Maltefe privateer.-^ 
Unhappy Jituatio9, ,9f the Gr^kfi in thejmalt 

.« iftands of the Archipelago. -^^an, the mqfi 
cruel of all animated beings.-'^uUs.^'^jtitf 
of Stancho. — Ceramus. — HaHcarnuiTus.*-* 
: Boudron.- — M indes. — ^Salvadigo. 

The eve of our departure from Stancho 
was the day which the catholic church con* 
fecrates to the memory of the dead, (the 12d 
of November, AllfbuVsAzy^ a day remarked 
by the navigators of the MEOifERAANEAKi 
whom experience has taught that at thia 
period they have to apprehend ftormy weather. 
y But this obfervation, of long praSice in na» 
yigration, is not to be underitood in a literal 
fenfe;; and it is the . fame with the gale of 
wind of St. Francis s day, or of the 4th of 
Q^iober, which the feamen of th^ weftera 

H 3 pom 



ports of FftANCE dread in the northern feas? 
it is not always precifely in the courfe of 
the day$ of the 4th of O&ober or of the 2d 
of NoTember that ihips are afTailed by a fiorm ; 
but they do not efcape it» either a little before, . 
or a little after. We had occafion to verify 
the correftnels of thefe nautical remarks ; for 
OQ All SouFs day itCblf the weather was not 
bad; nor was it ib even thdnext day; but, in 
the evening;^ a ihoal of porpoifes, having 
paffsd with rapidity ahead of the veflel, we 
ihonght it onr duty to prepare iR)r fome 
flidden guft of wind, in taj^^ on the 4th, an 
impetuous novth-weft wind rofe all at once ; 
the fea became furious; we drifted towards the 
co^ft of Candia* It was not poiTible, dur- 
ipg the ilorm, to think of looking for the 
bad harbour of Cajstea, for which our veflel 
h9d taken in her cargo, and we conceived 
ourfelves very happy to be able to- enter that^ 
of Suda. We caft anchor there on the 6th 
of November in the evening, after having 
been in danger of being lofi on the rocks of 
Cape MxLEco^. 

. . iDuring the run of about &venty leagues, 
lirhichvwe bad made fiom&TANCHO to &uda, 
we hvd paiTed between fex'^ral lands, of which 
I'ihall 110.% i^ak^ in. order that I may not 
;• . ... have 
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have to return to this quarteri the mofi eaftern 
of the Arch iP£L ago: I therefore refume my 
narrative, beginning from Stancho. 

A few years before I was at Stakcho, the 
roadftead had been the theatre of a fcen^, in 
which energy and enterprifing genius on 
the one hand, and negligence and ftupidity 
on the other, a&ed a memorable part. Tliere» 
the flag-fliip belonging to the Turks was car* 
ried off by a few chriftian flaves, in the 
very midft of the Ottoman fleet, and taken 
to Malta, without refiftance. I beheld, with 
an extreme degree of interell, the ipot wkere . 
(o extraordinary a trait of courage and pre- 
fence of mind had occurred: and I repre- 
ibnted to myfelf the (lupid ailoniihment of 
the Turks, when they perceived their prin- 
cipal ihip of the line going off under full 
fail* This adventure, which gives the mea- 
fure of the capacity and forefight of the olji-. 
cers of the Muffulman navy, had made a 
great noife in the Levaxt, where I hav9 
heard it related repeatedly ; but I have like- 
wife had the particulars of it frotn the leadelr 
hiuifelf of this bold cotcp de main, having 
known him dming my flay in the Arcuipe* 

LAGO. 

Q 4 A Turkiili 
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A Turkifh fquadron, commanded by tho 
High Admiral, or Captain Pacha, anchored 
at Stancho, in the feftiyals of the Beiram^ 
which terminate the faft of the Ramadan. 
The celebration of thefe religious and folemn 
ffeftivals had attrafted to the town the greater 
part of the officers and crews of the fqua- 
dron, and' even the Captain-Pacha himfelf; 
Twenty or twenty-five Europeans, taken in 
privateers belonging to Malta, and reduced 
to flavery, ferved oh board of the flag-fhip. 
Captain G***, one of the moft intrepid com- 
manders of thefe privateers, who had fought 
the Muffulmans under the flag of the order 
of Malta, was one of the flaves. Over- 
whelmed by numbers and by wounds, he had 
yielded, and had been thrown into irons; the ' 
opportunity appeared favourable to him for 
releafing himfelf from them : he haftened to 
communicate his plan and his boldnefs to 
his companions of misfortune, among whom 
were fome Maltefe, Corficans, and Italians, 
and to inflame them by the hope of liberty 
and of a rich booty. Their refolution was 
foon taken; they fell on the firft Turks that 
■prciented themfelves; they difarmed them, 
and threw them all, one after the other, into 
*be hold, the hatchways of which they fc- 

cure4* 
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tpured. To cut the cables, hoift the fails, 
and get umler way, wAS the bufinefs of the 
&tne iiiome»t. The other (hips having no 
orders, and perceiying no fignal, quietly be- 
held the departure of the flag-fhip, which 
they might fupj^fe boupd on fotne temporary 
expedition; aifd it was not till the Captain- 
Pacha, apprised too late, in tl>e niidft of the 
exercife of his piety, and himfelf contemplat- 
ing from the ihore his own fhip failing away 
with a leading vnndy that the fquadron got 
under way ; but the purfuit was ufelefs. The 
tfhip, conduced by fkilful feamen, efcaped 
fix)m them, and, a few days after, arrived 
off Malta. \ 

Eveiy one there was very much furprifed 
to fee in the offing a large ihip of war of 
Turkifh conftruftion, fteering towards the en- 
trance of the harbour. The galleys, the anci- 
ent monuments of the exploits and valour 
of the knights of Malta, were fent to i-e- 
connoitre; the artillery was prepared; no 
precaution of defence wj^ peglefted: <lif- - 
podtions were made for repelling the attempts 
of the enemy ; but enthufiafm fucceeded thefe 
warlike preparatives, when it was known that 
the fliip M'^hofe approach had occaiioned alarm, - 
was brought 'in by countrymen and friends, 

whom 
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, wboin there Avas little expe^latioa of iteing 
ag^in, and that tliey had made ' themfelvea 
luaflers of riches which were ftili lefi to be 
expe^e^. 

, In fa^i the value of this important prize 
was imnpenfe* A Ihip of the firft rate« with 
her/igging, furniture, ftores, provifions, am* 
muniitioo, and her brafs artillery, the mcmey 
am} jewels of the principal officers of the Qt** 
loman navy, part of the fums which the 
(quadron had previoufly l^ied on the annual 
tribute of the iikinds of the Archipelago, . 
farmed a very rich booty, to which it was 
neceffary to add the price that, the order of 
Malta paid for every Mahometan prifoncr^ 
ivhp, from retaliation were all thrown into 
irons. The heroes who had feized all thefe 
tre^fures, had no inconfiderabie number of 
Turks on board; and it had entered into 
<h^ir fpeculations, not to kill any of them, 
if ppfiible, in order to increafe (be ihare 
which they promifed themfelves from the 
prize. 

But policy deranged thefe great projeds 
of fortune, and fruftrated hopes which •found 
morality difapproves, but which cuftom and 
the fortof jiiftice refulting from- it, authorize. 

The court of Constantinople could ncA 

endure 
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fildiire fuch n humilktion : it addrefied that 
9f VsRSAiLLSB, aud claimed its interference; 
Hie latter required from the grand mailer 
that the Hdp ihould be refiored ; and ofBcers 
belonging to the navy of France wer0 
ordered to take charge of her at Malta, 
and cirry her. to CoNSTAiffTiNo»Li5, Dtrhere ' 
this a€l of generous condefcenfion, on the 
part of the French government, made a very 
iaTOurable impreffion. This was not the caft 
(tt Hai.t^; there the knigHts beheld with 
concern, tbe departure of confiderable richesy 
the property of which appeared incoQtellably 
acquired, and the reward of the bravery of 
their iutrepid cruifers. By way of indem* 
nificatioii, the captors were allowed a fum 
which they coniidered as moderate, in com- 
panion to the money that the fale of the prize 
would have prooired them, and it is added^ 
. that they waited a long time before it- 'was 



. Captain O*** fpoke to me of this difap* 
pointment with much bitteniefs, and in th« 
ill humour which the r^coDeAion of it had 
left on his mind, his hatred had well nigh fal- 
leQ as much o& the French as on the Turks. 
Aitkougll htf had every thing to dread from 
tic nimofitjf ^ the latter, he was willing to 

attempt 



attempt once niore to carry on -war againfl 
them, and to ehficfi hirafeif with dieir fpoiK 
I faw hini in the Archipklago, command* 
iug a fall-failing veffel, well armed and well 
equipped. To great intrepidity he joined 
admirable coolaeis, and a firmnefs of chis^ 
ra^er by no means common. Tl^ Grockt '^ 
trembled in his prefence, :as-beft)re the cMw 
manders of the Turkifli veffel&nf war;- tyratvfij 
was the fame:, but that of the Maltefe, left 
violent, lefs impetuous than that ofthe Turte^ 
bad fomethlng more impofing, and more.fttf> 
midable, becaufe it was calm, cool, and ra^ 
tional. At Arofntiera, .I.was.iliewn the 
fite of a houfe which he had ,cau(ed' to-b^ 
pulled down, and whidi no onedurii rebuild. 
This happened on the fallowing ^occafion, 

The fate of the, Greetoj inhabitants. of th<r 
fmall iflaiids of.theAacmEsti^QX)^ abandoned 
to themfelves, and:who.fecnied..ta be»fough|. 
only to be tormented and plundered, was truly 
deplorable. . If a Turkiih ihip, or the finalleft 
galiot belonging .<0' '.that .nation; "puts ii4o 
one of thefe iflatidat the jQommander beconiea 
its defpot ; the chiefs of the .to^^ix jor village 
haften to kifs his hand and traeeifh/ his vCam^ 
mands. He difpofts pf eva'y»itfafu^i,..caltfik 
to be delivered to him.tbiJjpiPMEfiitorRiidirft 

th^ 
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the articles^ of which lie ftands in need, im- 
pofcs labours on the men, fets wp for fupreme 
judge, decides controverfies, fettles C|uarrels, 
condemn* to fines which nmft be paid im- 
inediately,r owlers :i:he baftinado, on the fole 
of the fee|t, to be applied as he thinks pro- 
per; in ihort,. his ftay fpreads terror and con- 
%rnation. Di<l a Maltefe . privateer appear 
in her turn, nearly the fame ij:enes* of. the 
abuf? and har/hnefs of power and of debafe- 
ment were reprefciited ; the fame fcompliments, 
the fame prefents, the. fame talks^. tlie fame 
arbitrary ads, the fame humiliations, dnd 
Ibmetimes even ill ufage. 

One of the obligations of rigour impofcd 
on thefe unfortunate Greeks, was, as foon as 
a Maltefe or Turkifli veffel caft. anchor m 
their Ijarbour, to ftatioja perfons to look out 
o^ the moft elevated points, in order to dif- 
cover at a diftance fliips at (ea, to give notice 
of their approach, and to fkreen a more 
troublefome gueft from the danger of beings 
furprifed by his enemy. G*** had juft ar- 
rived in the road of Argentiera; watches 
had been placed, according to cuftom, at ther 
top of towers built on fome eminences which 
overlook' the village on eveiy fide ; the cap* 
tain of the privateer was on ihbre with part 

1 of 
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€if his crew, vAien a vefTel wis Tten to thtet 
the road* The tiegligciree of the fentmel 
ix^fted en the fide from which the velFeT 
come^ was crudiy punilhed. G*** citlered 
'Ms houfe to be demofifhed, awd forbad that, 

ft 

a$ long as he ihould live, any dnefliourd f re- 
fame to build on the fame fpotJ Hie ord^i* 
vtM executed in every point, and, feveral 
years after, I faw the ruins of the habitatiort 
ef a whole family, over-run by brambles and 
jerpents, and ftill ftruck by the curfe of ^ 
pLuGLdering adventurer. 

I was witnefe of the fang-froid of thfs feme 
Captain G***, on anotlier oecaiion, wherft* 
ke had like to have pronoimced' again nie 
fetal anathema againfi another houfe ^n thtSr* 
rfllage of Aroentiera. He had landed' 
there with ten njen Well ai^ed; and w!nle 
ttie latter were dliperfed among th^ inhaW- 
tsoitSy whom they laid urid^r contribution, 
be dined at the houfe of the French agent 
irfiere I was. In the middle of dhnier, his 
people ran in, quite feared, to anho\tnce to 
bim that a veifel was coniini* iftto th^- ro^,. 
aod that ihe had the app^Vance of A* cne-*' 
my. O***, Without rifing from his feat oi- 
bdng in> the leaft difconcerted, order^ thetti 
tumbling to him the Spitropd, a f()rt of mayoi* 



. J 
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Or fyndia The latter being arrived, G*** 
aiked hini what man of his village he had 
placed to look ont at facfa a tower? And, oa 
receiving his. anfwer, he enjoined him to lay 
hold of that man and bring him into his 
prefence. This order being given in a tone 
to exa£i prompt and unqualified obedience^ 
he rofe from table, and turning towards h]» 
people, faid to them: ^^ Come, my lad$, let 
*^ us march, and prepare to attack and extcr^ 
*' minate tbofc dogs of Twrks!'' He did 
not go far, becaufe it turned oat that the 
veflel arrived was a Ragufan trader ;* but he 
was not difpdfed, on tliat account, to p\ini% 
*lef$ cruelly the Greek who had negleAoil 
to give notice of the approach of this vdfel f 
and it \va$ iiot without &:reat dif)YCultv thali 
the agent and I> by dint of torncft folicx^ 
tattons, fu^ceeded in obtaining bis patxlon;^ 
A few days after, G*^* was fo fortunate att 
to furpiiie a caravel coming from Actx^ 
ANt>RiA, »cbly laden, having on board 
the annual tribute which Egyvt paid to 
the Grand Signio^. A prize of this jknpcici 
tance infured the fortune of the captors | 
afid I know not whether C***, who. al- 
ready lived at M a;.ta 'in eafy cirotiiriftanceSj 
CO wr«d wit^ yeaj&9 and bounds, having bee A 

along 



l6ng tinie in flavery. among the Turksj has. 
been able to make up Im raind to pafi>tIiB 
ttmainder of hig life in .tranqufliityv. aind to 
expiate, by afts of beneficence and thc^iex-*- 
ctcife of the virtues, a: career of difordcf 
and pillage* :. •• - 1 •. 

. Man is not the only :anini^ted being that 
affiles the earth by cruelties.: moft animals 
partake of his voracity; buti' limited .to fatif- 
lying their appetite, they .do not, generally 
ipeaking, dcftfoy birt in proportion to their 
hunger: tbcvfeiof the fame fpecies tear no!t 
each other ta pieces, j^nd it is only on ftran*^ 
gcrs that t\iey,excrcifetlieir gluttony. Man^ 
(bn the contrary, the implacable murderer, of 
tnimals bfevdry fpecies, is.alfo the mur- 
derer of his' own: it: is viqt merely his in- 
fatiable appetite that mutt be Jgratified ; but 
an inextinguifliable thirft , for cliches, the 
faftitious wants of fociety, . impels him to 
€very excefs, to eveiy crime, to an atroci- 
ous indifference to bloodflied; and, qn this 
globes the v?ift emfjire of capacity, he proves 
hinrfelf to':be: the m6ft ferocious, the" moft 
ruthieft of tyralits, : . . 

. A. very faint ijanfage-ofthis commpn. tyranny 
is conftantly. retraced in^.the voadftead of 
STANeHQv :Qii}b, which the. irxh^bitwts pf 

our 
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bur codifts of the' Mediterran^eak. call 
gabianSi real feathered pira:te$, are there 
met with in great tiUmters; Sometimes they 
*fe feen cleaving the 'air iti every direftion, 
venting their iharp. and tirefome cries, fomb* 
ttmts reiling themfclvea on the \»^ves, rifing 
and falling wltli them, watching for fmall 
fiihes, feizing them with their fliarp-edged 
and crooked bill, and darting voraciouHy 
on the entrails of animals and other filth 
throvvTi overboard from the iliipping^ The 
fidiermen.of the Levant commonly employ 
for bait the flefli of gulls cut into bits; fo 
that there exifts, between thbfe birds and the 
fiOies^ a fort of fympathy of appetite, of re- 
ciprocity of gluttony by which they are 
mutually led to devour each othelL  ' 

Whether a veffel enter the road, or whether, . 
without Hopping there, ihe pafe into the 
nan'ow channel which leparates the Ifle of 
Stancuo from the main land, flie ouglit 
carefully to avoid a low and dangerous 
point, at the extremity of the moft weltera 
cape of the iiland, and one of its ancient 
points of jundion with the continent. This 
cape is fcarCely more than a league diftant 
from Cape Patera, which,* with that at pre- 
fent named Cape Crio, already mentioned, 
■vox^ I. A forms 
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forms a deep gulf of AVia .Minor, 'Which,:iii 
our time, is called the €rVtT ' of^ Staiscb^^ 
from the name of the. ifland fituated at it» 
entrance. This was anciently the C'skami^ 
Gulf; . it formed the. feparation of Caria 
and DoBi^y and derived: its naihe iVotn 
CEA^Mt^^, a maritime, town of Oaria^ At 
this day its fite and namre are.ta be fouhd 
in a place of little impoxtance^ called 

It would not be fo eafy a matter to re- 
cognife HALiCARNASs.us^.in the harfli atid 
barbarous name of Boubrov or BonffRouN, 
did we iM)t. piofittively know that in this place 
exifted that ancient and celebrated city, at 
the entrance of the galf, o^ the coaft of 
Caria. Bich and flouriihing from its j^neat 
commerce, magnificent from its monuments^ 
Halicarnassus has Hill greater claims to 
lading renown» for having given birth to two 
great hiftorians, Herodotus the imther of 
hiftory, and Dioittsius fumamed of Hali^* 
CARNAssus» And where is the love-ilruclt 
and feeling mind that does not rocolieAy 

* M^ D£ CHOisBUL-GouFrjjiR &^ given fosie very 
beautiful remains of it in the firft volanie of hti Vfyetgg 
Pittorefque de la Grke, which k itfelf a anonancac r^ifed 
to the love of the fine art&ir 
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Vith afiPe6HBg erhotion, that here, an incon- 
folable wife caufed: to be erefiterf, by th6 moft 
eetebrated artifts of Griece, a fupcrb tomb, 
a mbiltiment of her grief? Aet:emisa wiflied 
t© htimortaliae the, meriiory of ^kiiig Mau-^ 
sbi^us, her huflxuud. and brother, and abov^ 
all her regret 'at having loft* Jiim, by the 
coiiftra6lion of an edifice deftindd to contain 
his theriihed aifaes ;: a work \v'hich \Vis ranked 
among the feiv^en wondert of the Worid. But; 
tihrough' another miracle of • tend^rnefs and 
difiii^on; this difconfolate wife, whofe grief 
fimii .carried her to the grave, found nd othei? 
means of comforting her heart, than by mak- 
ing-it the worthy and fenfible maufoleu'm, in 
which the exceis of love feemed to reRore 
tolife inanimate remains: till her death, {he 
^iled not to mix in her drink fome of her 

» 

' huiband^s aifaies. How aniiable and attra£^- 
ing would hiftory be, how it would hbnbur^ 
thfe human heart, had it only tb tmnfmit fa^ 
of iliis nature! 

Thefortrefs, which is at thfe' entrance of 
the pre&nt harbour of BouDiiOVK, is the' 
work of the khights of St. Joil'rf^OF jEftu-^' 
SALEM, who made themfelves mafters of this* 
place, when, after the firft crufades, tjiey 
had eftabliihed themfelves at Rho9c:s. Ttiey- 

a 2 con- 
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conilfu6led this citadel on the foundations df 
the magnificent palace of the confort of 
ArtemisX; they named it Castel Sav 
Pimno, or in Spanifli, San Pedro. Of this 
the Turks made Bedro^ then Boudroun, 
changing the p ii;iito b, according to their 
manner of prt)nunciation*. Coats of amiSi 
fculptured in fome compartments of the 
walls, ftill ihew, as at Rhodes, in whofc 
h^nds BouoROUN was, before it pafled into 
thofe of the Turks. But it is not neceflary 
to reach the ihore, in order to be convinced 
that the latter are its poffclfors. Their 
negligence is manifeft as foon as one ap- 
proaches the harbour, which the Turks have 
fuffcred to be choked up, fo that there is no 
longer water ehough for large fhips; this 
harbour is neverthelefs fafe and comteiocUou^ 
leaving to the wind and fea only a very nar- 
row entrance. 

Not far from Haiicarnassus, and a:t tlie 
extremity of the fame peninfula, was another 
city of Cariaj neither fo large nor fo cele- 
brated, called Mykdvs; its name alone has* 
been preferved, and it is ftill known by the 
name of Mindes or MisbEssE. 

• CHOisEUL-GoypFiERf Kofoge Pittvrefqui de laGrtce, 
Vol. i. pa^e 15;* 

Tlie 
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The cape, which terminates to the north 
the large promontory or peninfula forming 
the north fide of the Gulf of Sstancho, is 
called Cape Gumichlv or Anoeli ; it is op« 
pofite to Cape Patera, and at the entrance 
of another gulf, which the ancients called 
Jassius SiNVSj from the name of the City 
of Jassus^ which flood in its recefs. 

Between Cape Gvuicutv and Cape Pa-t 
Ti:aA, the coail is firewn with ihoals, which 
ore called the Salvadigq Iflands. They 
fender the approach to, this land dangerpus 
to navigation* 
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ftitute the wealth of a country, would, undet 
tlietrs, become afource of oppreflSon and ruin. 

This is likewifc the cafe with the Ifle of 
Lero, between which and the Iflc of Ca* 
JUAMO we paffed, in order to proceed to 
Canpia« It neither has more extent nor 
more advantages ; a good harbour and a few 
coves, high mountains, in whofc bofom 
mines and quarries of marble might be worked, 
^1 ungrateful foil, its inhabitants under. the 
xieceffity of feeking abroad fuccours by navi-r 
g4tion and traffic, a commuuication far from 
frequent with foreign ihipping, arc fo many 
traits of conformity between thefe two iflands. 
. Lkro has not changed the name which 
it bore in antiquity ; but its prefent ftatc is 
very different from that formerly enjoyed by 
^his colony of Milefians. 

W^ th^ni pj^ffed between the lilands or 
STAHrdLJA and AMORGOy after having left, 
between this latter ifland and that of Lero, 
ibine barren and uninhabited iflets, which are 
called Levatis, anciently L^byntpos, Ships 
may anchor near tlie largeft of thefe iflets. 

In the name ofSTAMPAUAy or SrAMPAt^^At 

we again find that of J stypai.^ A, which the 

' faine ifland formerly bofp. 'T\\\s name ofAsTY- 

fAl^A% which, iu its proper fignification, 
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means the ancient city, is faid to be derived 
from that of the daughter of Phcenix and 
PiRAMEDE, filler of Euro PA, and beloved by 
Neptune, by whom ihe had Anc^cus, who 
reigned over the people named Lelegi*, 
This iiland was alfo called Pyrrha^ PniiA, 
and at length Theon-Trabezaj that is, the 
ttible of the gods, becaufe its foil is rich with 
the gifts of fertility, and almoft every wliere 
enamelled with flowers. 

In the time of Pliny, it was an indepen* 
dent country, which belonged to no one j*. 
Here Achilles had a temple, and here that 
fort of worfhip which was paid to valour. 
undoubtedly contiubuted to maintain among 
Jts inhabitants the energy neceffiiry for people 
who are not willing to fubmit to the yoke of 
a conqueror^ 

If we chofe to give to STAMPALiA'an 
epithet which might be applied to its irregular 
form, we ihould call it the Indented I/Iandi 
Its ihores are, in faft, as if rent, and pre- 
fenting a multitude of points and iinuofities^ 
which form fo many bays and coves more or 
, lefs fit for the anchorage of fliips or boats; 
but we can fcarcely reckon there ipbre than 

• Pavsanias* boot; vii. chap, iv^ 
^ f Hift. Nat. book iv. chap. x« 

4 tW9 
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two barbourfi ; tha one to the. (aatb, the 
other to the nortli. • It is much longer thaa 
it is broad, being only two leagues in it| 
greateil breaclth> and fix in, length. It is 
not very lofty, ami no high mountains caufe 
it to be drfcovered from afar. Soil of this 
nature is the mod adapted to fecundity,^ 
irhich takes delight in embelliihing plains 
and hills, and does not extend to the top 
of fteep mountains, Stampalia is one of 
the mod fertile jflands of the AacHiPfiLAOo; 
its inhabitants partake of the niildneis of the 
climate and the goodnefs of the foil; and 
there is not to be found in their charadier tbs 
K>ughnefs and afperity of their neighbours, 
the ifland^s of Calamo and Lsno, countries 
m^grateful and rugged. 

Butji in regions fo favoured by Nature, and 
$> disfigured by the form of the adminiilration 
to. which an unhappy and too lafting a lot ha^ 
fubjected them, the gifts of brilliant fecundity 
are fcourges, and a flony aridity is a deiirabte 
bluffing! The one, the natural an4 legitimate 
foucce of riches, becomes . that of freijuent 
ex^^ipns. The more a country is beautiful 
and fmilingi the more, ^t a^trads the atten* 
tion and the unfits of ftupid and ferocious 
extortioners, who t1i1^te!""lj>read difcourage- 



• 

mciit' and attiiihiktQ'agri€uItaife;tr whereas 
,^)¥>f^ itia^d jdefpott,' .^wtao rtiia tKemftives by 
Tuining their do&aatn,. akVdkl barrcB otmntriea^ 
iliid <ir^l^d men :whQ "live on rmobntains^ the 
^ufuafi aiylum of pOVi^cty, coiiriige, aixd indi^ 

pei^deuce. 

-i /WiEire I at liberty to chobfe aii iigreeabte 
'Sretr^ltt, which, without being fditary^ ihould 
l)e free from noife or interruption ;: ^wbich 
^ould not be deprived of commmritations 
from without, yet ihould but &ldom oc^ 
4safiaii them to be wxfhed for ; which, undh' 
fk happy temperature, would keep me dtike . 
iecure from r the cjpprcffion of heat ai](d from 
th^ iharp fenfationa of cold; In whi(^ an eafy 
culttire >«^ould yield mc much beyond what 
fCan be iexpe6ied from trifling labours, 'at the 
f»me tixjiQ that I ihould - find thefercbe'abuii- 
dant ^refourcea of a!'whole(bme und vaiPitd 
^bod; whiere my fieps. and" my £gh€ would 
W^xider with fo much fatisfkdion at^d pl^S- 
fare over plains enriched • by» the^b^unti^ of 
|i. • firuitful agriculture, and chequered with K 
^u\tititdc of flowers fown by tte hand of 
J^a^ttr^) where, in ^ort, beauty is in a de- 
Jififetful hattmouy \vifch tebdemefs and fenfibK * 
lity, my cJ^oice would fall on St amp alia, 
provided that' it ceaftd lo be fubjeQ; to the 
.i ' ^ empire 
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tmpirt of the Turks, and that not one of thofe 
. profauers of the fincft countries of the earth 
eofold poUnte it with his prefence. 

The fea is no where fo full of fiih as on the 
ihores of an ifland which Nature had deftined 
to be fortunate, and which the barbarous 
poiwer G(f tlie Turks has contrived to render 
unhappy. Tlie fiihes, which I there faw the 
moft commonly taken, are the foHowing^: 

I. The weever* the rfrorc^n of the ancient 
Greeks^ and which the modems iliH name 
inkaina. In requeft for our table% on ac-* 
coiint of the exquifite tafte and the iirmnefi 
of its fleihy fiihermen dread it, from the pahs 
and danger which they experience from the 
punfiure of the prickles with which it h 
nrncAr and with which it ilrikes with much 
Ibrce and addrefs. The moft common method 
jp^ catching thefe fiflies in the fea of the An* 
eBJPEiAGO is with filk lines, which are funk 
to the bottom of the water, and care is taken, 
«s foon as any are caugl^t, to knock them in 
the bead, in order to avoid their ven^nouH 
wounds. I have known, in thefe feas, a 
fiflierinan, wbo^ having been pricked by a 

we^^er^ experienced great inflammation, ana 

« 

a can« 
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4 confiderable fwcliing, attended with fever 
and delirium. . 

I have feeu weevers whofe colours were not 
the iame, and which had, on the fides of the 
body, large. black ipots that others had not^ 
but thefe differences are not» perhafis, fuffi* 
cient for conftituting diftin6l fpecies, as feve^ 
ral naturalifis haveJmagined; fince the di^ 
ferences confift only in varieties of colours,^ 
the ffftct of the different nature of the bottom 

m 

where they feed, and of a few other circum- 
flances, aqd fince, befides, thefe fifhes, what- 
ever may be the diifimilarity of their tints^ 
have all tlie fame forms, and the fame cha« 
racers, as well internal as lextemaL 

By the account of the fiihermen of the 
Levant, weevers do not there exceed a foot; 
and, indeed, that fize is even uncommon. 
They are pretty frequent in thofe feas, and 
their flefli is there much eileemed; but as, 
without being hard, it is more firm than 
that of other fifties, it is cuilomary to allow 
a longer time for its being drelfed. 

2. The mugil or mullet*, to which the 
modern Greeks have prefervcd the name of 
kephalos^ given it by their anceftors. The 

•• Mugil cephaliu. Likn. 

• Turks, 
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T\tr%s / fifAl [ it kefal'baluc Many of* theft 
fifhes, which are of a fmall fize, arc taken in 
t^ AA<3^irF£JLiAQ(> during thr fumnftr: they 
i«quirep ^iiocdrding to jevnty <appearaki<!e, a 
iqQr^ p^eii iea, when they have^ attained a 
l^S^^.grawtli; for thofe caught cm the coa^ 
of.the ^^Hand of CAiffDia. are generally' I ai'gef 
thfui Ulpfeiatind in the liarrowchanneis which 
i^}arat§ the illands ; unlefs 'we imagine fn^allet 
miilletS td^ he a di&ind; vairiety, to which thi 
Greek^give iht,Atnomxx\!dX\oiioikephatb-poulOj 
little multeb 

;S. The morrayiust, or mormyra of the 
xnodepn G redes, a. name which diflFers very 
little from that of mormyros or mormylosi 
under which the ancients knew that fiih, on 
account of its whitenefs and its marbled 
• Ipots. Silvery white, blue, ahd gold colour 
yellow^ gliilen'on itsfcales, and cupreous 
reflecliiJns i&oreafe their luftre. Its fleih doeij 
not coiT^ond with the beauty of its exte* 
^ior ; it. is far from firm, and fometimes con- 
trails the tafte. of mud, in which the mor- 
inylu^ delights, and where it feeds on little 

cruftajpen and moliufca. 

« 

t . Sfariu mdtmjrm. Link. 

T^^fiters 
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^ Writers on ichthyology have faid that th« 
mormylus fcai?cely attaios lAore than.; the 
Aeagth of a foot I faw one in the Anqnivit 
(.AGO which was upwards of a foot and a half 
in length* 

4. Another fifli of the fame genus as tlie 
mormylus/ but whofe fleih is delicate* and 
well-taft^d, is called by the modern Greeks 
melafwtir'h : It is the oblade of; our coafis ift 
the MEDiTERftANi>ANj, the tnelammf^s of 
the ancient Greeks, and the Jclali or ±he 
fchargufch of tlie Ambs,. I give the figure of 
it {^PUit^ J'V.^'Jig. K), beqaufe I found that 
it was by no means exa6l in the hooka of 
natural lliftorj^ of fiflies, which is owing, per- 
haps, to the exiftence of fome variety in this 
ipecies, 

. The name of melanurus has been given to 
this fiih, on 'account of a large black fpot 
which it has on each fide of the tail, near 
the fin. Other, fpecies alfo bear the fama 
fpot ; but they are eafily difiingbifiied from 
this,, which has the body more elongated, and 
the «yes larger: this latter charadcr has like-' 
wife procured it ' the denomination of ocalata 
in Latin, and occhittta in Italian. A colour 

• of 
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tf a blackiih blue, with reflexions ihiiiing 
with filver, adorns, with changeable ihades^ 
the upper part of the body ; it grows fainter 
on approaching thebelly^ which is of a filvery 
white. The eyes are of a gold colour yellow^ 
with a few light and blackii}i ihades. The 
colours are more faint and lefs dazzling on 
the fcales of the females and the young ones. 
When thefe fifhes are ftill fmalt^ the Greeks 
call them aphropJarOf froth-fiflies. 

The bait the moil in ufe for taking the me* 
lanurus in the Archipelago is a mixture of 
bread and cheefe, which is thrown on the 
water. 

5. The Jkatari of the Greeks of the Ar- 
CHiFELAGOy another fpccies of fparus which 
has much affinity to the cantharus'*, or 
filvery-eyed fparus, with yellow, longitudinal, 
parallel lines ; but which, at the fame time, 
differs from it fufficiently to be confidered as 
a diftin^l fpecies, or at leaft as a conflant 
variety. (See Plate V. fig. 2. ) The draw- 
ing reprefents exadly all the details of ex- 
terior conformation ; and the moil certain 
manner of expreffing them, being to fpeak to 
the eyes by good figures, I iliall difpenfe with 

f« Sparus CMttanu, Lx!f n. 

endeavouring 
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indeavoliiring to trace thoft forms by words,' 
nrhich. however clear We may fuppofe them, 
prefent but an imperfect imistge of the objeSs 
which we purpofe to defcribe. I fhdll confine 
rtiyfelf to fayihg a few words of the parts 
which do nbt appear iri the drawing. 

The opening bf the mouth is very fmall, 
if we compare it to the fize of the fifli, tach 
jaw is furnilhed in front with long teeth, bent 
inwards, pointed, and fufficieiltly diftinft fronV 
each other for tholb above to lock between 
thole below, and vic^ verfit. The number of 
thefe tcfeth is not the fame in every individual : 
I have feen fome with twelve; othfers with 
ten in each jaw; fome again have only ten 
above and twelve beloMr. Behind thefe teeth, 
the jaws are thickly befet with a great num- 
ber of fmall points, which render them rough 
to the touch like a rafp ; and oh the fides is 
a row of other tieeth, fliort and flender; the 
fongue is terminated in a point ; and in the 
infide of the thrbat there is, both above and 
below, a bony tubercle covered with afperities* 

The JkdtariMdiS the upper part of the fides 
of the head of a grayj variegated with a 
bLickiih hue; the top of the head, between 
the eyes, appearing, in certain lights, of a 
cupreous and azure blue; a blackifli tint 

VOL. I. s round 
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roun^v^M ^y^r ^^ opercHlse of the gUk o£ 
a brilliant^ cupreous green colour, with 
blackiih Tarjegations y the fides of the body 
Oif a bj^kiih gray, deeper towards the midd).€; 
aad ftriped, .throughout all the length, with^ 
lines of a iky blue ; the under part of the hfead 
and body variegated with gray and white; 
the dorial fin half blackiih gray, and gray 
qlourled with bright blue; t\te caudal fin of a 
gray, gliftening with cupreous refle6lion$, and 
terminated in black; the pinna ani fpotted 
with gray and bluifh, with a gray border, 
and a little bright blue in the part occupied 
by the prickly, rays; the .ventral fins varie- 
gated with gmy, white, and bluifii; laftlyi 
the pe<5toral fins gray, with tints of flcy blue. 
The lateral line is of a yellow, flightly tinged 
with a bluiih cafi:; the eyes are blue, with 
white fpots, and the infide of the mouth, as 
well as the tongue, is white. 

1 obfcrvcd, that all the fillies of this fpecie* 
liad not the fame tints.nor the fame colours; 
and thefe trifling difparities are probably pro- 
duced by age, fex, or the nature of the bot- 
tom. They all have the gall-bladder elon- 
gated and cylindrical, the fpleen blackiih, 
the liver large, and of a reddifii gray, the 

4ir-bla4<^ very ample, and of the fame fosm 

as 
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as that of the fangH *. Their flefh is firm 
ahd deliiate; they approach the coafts only 
during bad weather: I have been affured that 
the feafon for (pawning was in the months of 
Septeniber and Oftoben Thefe fifhes are of 
an extreme voracity, and they exercife it oh 
thofe of the fmall fpecies; almoft all the fka- 
taris which I opened, had the ftomach' and 
inteftines filled with athernosy filhes of which 
Ifliall fpeak in the fequel. 

6, The cabrUla'\y a fmall fifli which has 
many affinities to the perch. The Greeks 
have prefer ved to it the ancient name of 
channOy fmm the verb ckdinein^ which fignifies 
to gape, becaufe this fifh almoft continually 
keeps its moiith open, and feems to gape. 
(See Plate IF. Jig. 5. ) 

In the feas of tbc Lisvant, are caught ca- 
briMas which vary in colour: thefe differences, 
according' to the Greek fifhermen, are owing 
to the divei-fity of the bottom on which th6 
cabYiHgfe live ha:bitually; and this obfervatioii 
is, with fdme modifications, perhaps applica- 
ble to other fpecies of fifhes: ' The cabr'illse, 
which iictp on a rocky bottom, havd colours 

 See page 175 ^^ ^" volomc. 

sS more 



26o TRAVELS IK 

more lively and more variegated than dioie 
which remain, from preference, on a bottom 
foft and miiddy. Among the great number 
of fiflies of thi? fpecies which I examined in 
the Archipelago, I remarked four very 
diftind varieties. 

Thofe of the firft have the head variegated 
with brown, red, and bluiih gray, with orange 
colour ftreaks; the upper half of the body 
of a bright brown, fhaded with gray, with 
broad ftripes of a reddifli brown ; the lower 
part of the body of a bluifli gray, ftriped lon- 
gitudinally with orange colour; the under 
part of the head red ; the. belly of a pale rofc 
colour ; the dorfal fin blackifli at its bafe, af- 
terwards bluifli, then flaxen, laftly bordered 
with gray, with white fpots ; the caudal a^ 
anal fins bluifli, and fpotted with flaxen; the 
ventral fins of the fame bluifli colour, with 
yellow lines between the rays; the menibran? 
of the pe6loral fins of a bluifli gray, and its 
rays of a gold colour ; the eyes orange colour ; 
the infide of the mouth a little reddifli^ and 
the tongue white. 

The cabrillae of the fecond variety differ 
from thofe of the firfl:, by a broad ftripe of 
a reddifli brown- dividing tbem^into two equal 
parts throughout all their length ; by another 

ftripe 
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ftripe, equally broad, of an orange colour, 
having immediately underneath it a bar of 
(ky blue, Extending from the peftoral fins to 
the tail, on a bluifti gray ground; by having 
the Under part of the head of a bright red, 
and the iris of the eyes yellow, and fpotted 
with red. 

A third variety comprehends the fifhes of 
this fpecies, whofe head is of a gray fhaded 
with a bluilli tinge, with flaxen lines; the 
upper half of the body gray, and ftriped witji 
large tranfverfal bands of a fawn colour gray, 
the other half bluifh, and ftriped longitudi- 
nally with flaxen colour; the whole body 
gliftening with reddifh reflexions ; the under 
part of the head of a pale rofe colour; the 
belly white, lightly fhaded with red; thecau- 
dal fin bluifli, fpeckled with bright blue and 
orano;e colour, and terminated with a blackifh 
tint; the pinna ani without fpots^ and the 
iris of the eyes white, 

Laftly, and this laft variety is very uncom- 
mon, are fome cabrilte which are white, and 
whofe tranfverfal ftripes are of a very light 
fkwn colour, and the longitudinal lines of a 
very light red. 

If the reader compare thefe details refpeft* 
ing the forms and colours of cabr ilia* with the 

9 9 incomplete 
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incomplete and even incprrefl defcripti<^9 

which are to be found in the works of natu«- 

I «... 

ralifts who have fpoken of theni, fuch as 
Bk'lon, Roxpelet, Sabian, Wil* 
L u G H B Y, &c. he will be convinced th^t the 
natural hiftory of fifh.es has ftill much to a<> 
Cjuire, and that a multitude of obfervationj 
is wanting for our knowledge in this line, 
to be on a par with that which has been 
coUected in fome other branches of zoology. 
This bxfinch, however, is not the leaft im-* 
portant ; it interefts the arts, conimerce, and 
navigation, thofc powerful vehicles of the 
w^ealth and profperity of nations; and the 
laudable curiofity, which leads well-inten- 
tioned perfons to learn and admire the. infinite 
and majeftic variety of the works of Nature, 
finds an aliment worthy of it in that im- 
ipenfe crowd of beings that people the waters, 
and there difpl?iy the dazzling reflections with 
which the fcales of the greater part of them 
glitter. 

But fo intcrcfting a branch of the fcience 
of Nature is on the point of taking a new 
flight, and reaching the pitch which has been 
attained by other parts more eafy, but neither 
more agreeable nor more ufeful to be culti- 
vated BuFFON had given an impulfe to every 

mind ; 
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mind i the ktv^ltig^ of mitfiral bifto^, ge- 
Be/ally negk&ed orrconfified tp thie . nfcrro^ 
tJKcle of the learmed, ^ broaVnc • ia |DirevaiIing 
tafte, a want for men aniiriatedr^y fthe defire 
of inftruftion j the |^niusiiof the Plin* of 
Fbtance, equally loftyrecfhally ftfWimc, but 
iefs gloomy than tlmt of tJe'PEiyy of aati- 
quity^ lighted thein Mrith his torch, .and led 
the way to the fanftoary .of Katune, irhoib 
moft-'fccret receifcs, and inoft pfrccious ma- 
torklsy he had begrni to unveil ^nd expofe to 
adiniration. . In Xeiminating a career of glory 
^idi conducted him to Jthe temple of Im- 
tnoitality, this rnan, of gigantic i-enol^Tif, 
agaiaft. which the efforts of audacious Medio- 
crity, and the.ihafts of obfcure Erivy, aix 
annihilated, like feeble NvaVes againft a rock 
fianding oiv an unfhaken bafe; this man, I 
foy> the cheriflied confidant knd painter of 
Nature, bequeathed his rights and his pencils 
to ,him of his cotemporaries the moft worthy 
of that brilliant and honourable inheritance. 
W« love to find again the fucceflbr of Bu^fon, 
to follow him in his profound refearches, to 
contemplate the colouring and harmony of 
his pi6iures, to participate in the movements 
of the exquifite fenfibility of his foul ; and if 
BuFFON found means to render the ftudy of 

9 4 the 
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the natural hiftory of quadrupeds and birds 
fo attraSiing,. it was referved for L ac eV e^d £ 
to diffufe the fame cbarmsi on the natural 
hiftory of fiAie&. 

An ancient naturalift, whofe liame ought 
of- cQurfe.to be claffed with thofe of Flint, 
^BuFFOK^and LACS^PE^'nE, has faid that 
the cabrilke .wiere all females^. This opinion 
was fo widely fpread, that it was adopted, even 
•by the, po^st. Rondelet. aifirtns tbat all 
thofe which he differed ha^d a womb :{l; other 
authors have repeated what was written by 
Aristotle and Rondelet; but this obfer*^ 
vation has, without inquiry, been rejected by 
Duhamel||. However, the remark of Aris^ 
«TOTL£ is not deftitute of foundation ; and if 
we chofe to take the trouble of verifying moft 
of the fads which the valuable works of 
antiquity fet forth as true, and which thofe 
of our days declare to be falfe, we ihould, 
perhaps, g^t the better of the frenzy that 

* ARisTOTLfj Hid. of Aaimals^ book iv. chap, ii.; 
book vi. chap. xii. ; and Xrcatife on Generation, bool^ 
iii. chap. v. and x. 

•f Concifiunt cbamtig geminofraudata parente, Ovid. 

X A^ud G^fnerum, in aquatilibm, dt cbatma. 

H Traiie de FecbeSi part ii. feA. iii. chap. fti. art. ii^ 

« 

. . leads 
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leads us to reje6t a multitude of obfervations, 
vbiqh, although they claflj with general i^eas, 
fire not| on that account, the lefs real. 

I endeavoured to afcertain whether Abi$« 
TOTLE had been miftaken on this occafion, 
as DuHAMEL has afferted. I opened feveral 
Q^brilise in the Levant; and^ if they were 
not all females, prqperly fo called, all might 
be reckoned real hermaphrodites, (iqce all had 
feed or foft roe, and at the fame time an ova- 
rium, containing eggs in a fmall quantity. 

Thefe fiibes fcarcely exceed eight or ten 
inches in length, in the fea of the Archipe- 
XAGO, where they are frequently met with^ 
It is in autumii that they appear there mod 
commonly, and are caught with greater &r 
cility, becaufe they are then aifembled in 
ihoals. They devour fiilies fmaller than them- 
fclves, but neverthelefs fufficicntly large to 
appear fecure from the voracity of cabrillse: 
I faw one five inches long, which had fwal- 
lowed an atherno of nearly three inches in 
length. And, indeed, their gluttony has 
become proverbial among feveral nations of 
the Eaft. However, the fleih of tlie cabrilla 
\s white, firm, and well-flavoured; but it is 
full of fmall bones, which render it trouble- 
fpme to be eaten^ 

CHAPTER 
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Amorgo. — Oracle invented by the Gree/c rnoriktf. 
— Prefent Jtait of that ijland. — Archil, — 
Trade of the French and of the EngUJh in 
the Levant. — Squills or fea-onions.— ^Tetters. 
— Teeth, — Prejudices, — JFomen of Amorgo, 
•^Their drefs. — Amorgo-Poulo. — Ifiets. 

• i • 

To the north-weft of the Ifland of Stam- 
9ALIA is the Ifle of Amorgo, whichj in the 
time of. Pliny, bore the fame name of 
•AmoB.Gos^ or Amorous; more anciently it 
icas, called Hyfzra^ and before then Pataot^ 
and, accoyding to others, Pla^'aga^. It i» 
not -quite fo large as SiAaiijALiA, antf -its 
fhores are lefs winding, and lefs thickly fuf- 
|ii(hed with capes. and points: accordingly 4t 
prefents not fo many retreats to' navigatots. 
There are none on its longeaftern coaft, which 
is very lleep, and we can fcarcely reckon more 

• Pliny, Hift. Nat. lib. iv, cap. xii. 
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than two tolerably commodious harbours, or 
havens, on its weftern fhore ; the one, to the 
north* is called Porto Sakt' Anna ; and the 
other, to the foiith, and the better, Porto 
Vats I. 

Tlie inhabitants of Amorgo were formerly 
friends to the fciences and fine arts; at this 
day they are devoted to ignorance, and to 
fuperftition, its faithful companion. In the 
country which gave birth to Simonides, he - 
of the Greek poets who pofleifcd, in the higheft 
degree, the art of moving the.paffions, and 
of caufing the fweet tears of fenlibility to 
flow, are now to be found no others than 
papas and caloyers, without genius, as ^vell as 
without knowledge, and-credulous minilters 
of an abfurd credulity. They fhew, in afmall 
chapel, a vafe, which they affirm to be a 
certain oracle, and which the ignorant con- 
fute^ in order to know what will be the iffue 
of a voyage, or an enterprife. The vafe full 
of water is a fign of fuccefs; if it be almoft 
^mpty, it announces ill fortune; and fables 
and impoftures of this fort have, amoqg the 
inddem Greeks, replaced the ingenious and 
allegorical fiftions of their anceftors. 

Of three ancient towns, Ahcesika, Minoe^ 
^nd jEgjalEj deftroyed even to their very 

veftiges, 



268 TRAVELS IN 

veftiges, fince their fite is doubtful, there re- 
mains only a little town, or villagCj built on 
an eminence; and monafteries, where miracles 
are the occupation and the principal revenue 
of the monks or caloyers wJio inhabit them. 
Hi^h mountains, naked and fteep rocks, 
occupy fome points of the ifland. In other 
parts, plains and vallies are the domain of a 
brilliant ifeitility. The abundance of its wines, 
oil, corn, and fruits, was renoM'ned ; it ftil! 
fubfifts, although lefs rich, becaufe, far from 
being feconded, it has to furmount the ob- 
ftacles and difficulties of a bad adminiftration. 
A few diftrifts are ftill well cultivated, and 
yield rich harvefts; olive-trees there furniih 
a- tolerably large quantity of oil, in propor- 
tion to the extent of the territory ; figs are 
there good and very common, and the wine 
is ftill of a very good quality. That fpecies 
of large grape with oval feeds, and a f«c- 
. culcirt and perfumed pulp, which the prefent 
Greeks call or-eye^ and m'c iwjin etALEXATH-- 
DiUK, there becomes of a confiderable fize, 
and very delicious. 

If agriculture has almoft prefervcd its an- 
cient profperity, the arts are there extinft, as 
well as the fciences which accompany and 
dired them. At Amorgos are no longer fa- 

bricated 
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bricated thofe rich ftufFs, which, under the 
Bame of amorgisy were in great requeft, both 
on account of the finenefs of their tiffue, and 
of the beauty of tl)e colour with which they 
were dyed. Tiie* inhabitants, neverthelefe, y 
ftill apply thenifelves to dyeing; and they 
know how to give to their linen-cloths a red 
colour with archil, a fpecies of lichen, which 
is called by the French, in trade, orfeillc 
(Therbe ou d'jFRiQUE*. This not only clothes 
the rocks of Amorgos, bat it grows alfo on 
thofe of feveral other iflands of the Archipe- 
lago, and particularly in that of Argen- 

TIERA, ofTiNO, and of POLICANDRO. But 

the Greeks of the greater part of thofe iflands 
were not acquainted with the property of 
this archil, which they confidered as a ufelefs 
mofs, of whofe name even they were ignorant. 
It was. not till 1776, or 1777, that they began 
to know thai it was of fome value; and they 
learnt this from the Englifli, wlio came to 
pur chafe it, and ill ip it on board fmall veflels. 
The latter paid for it from fix to thirteen parats 
the ocque, that is, from three to {ixjbus the 

r 

I 

' * Licien Gr^tcuSf Pefyfo'iJes, tJrt^orius,Jaxa/iIis, To urn. 
cor. xl. ; and /ucus <uerruco/kf tin^srius. Inftit, Rci. Herb. 
Ziehen rcccetla^ Linn. 

pound. 
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pound. When I was in thofe iflands, in 1799^ 
archil, ftill paffed there by no other name thait 
that of En^liJhynafCs grafs^ 

Thus it is that people, whofe inftitutions 
are directed towards trade and manufaftui-es, 
learn to avail themfelves of every refource, 
and exercife their induftrioiis aftivity on pro 
duftions which others difdain ; thus it is that, 
in the greateft things, as well as in thofe which 
Are the moft trifling in appearance, the Englifli 
nation has alnioft always preceded every other 
in point of difcoveries, and does not confider 
as unworthy of its refearches and fpecalatiotls, 
objefts which feem the moft minute, provided 
they can be turned to the benefit of traffic 
and of the ufeful arts. I have always been 
ftruck by the manner in which the French 
carried on trade in the Levant, Not but 
that it was ridi and flourifliing; yet they pro- 
ceeded only on a large fcale ; they negle6led 
fmaller matters in a country where the divi- 
lion of the foil commands them, and whef6 
they may be multiplied M'ith confiderable ad- 
vantage ; and it cannot be doubted, that a 
jundion of feveral fmall branches of traffic, 
each of which, in particular, appears of little 
importance, may, in its turn, form a mafs of 
jroduce very interefting to commerce and in- 

duftry 
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diiftry- Tbefe reflexions, to which I fhall 
give greater fcope in the fcquel of this work, 
naturally prefent themfelves, when we have 
feen the French, whofe trade to the Levant 
was very anciently eftabliflied ; who there ob^ 
tained a very great preponderancy, and lield 
it almoO: esitirely in their own hands ; whoie 
agents were fpread, for a. time, over all its 
iflauds which afforded any intei-eft, whether 
fix)m their commerce, or from the intercourfe 
with the ihipping which touched there ; when 
we have, I fay, feen the French, enjoying in 
the Turkiih empire an afcendency which other 
nations were far from attaining, not availing 
tliemfelves of fo advantageous a pofition, neg- 
le^ing eafy means of increaling their com- 
anercial riches, and fuffering foreigners to get 
pofifeflion of them, and to derive a confiderable 
profit from what they either did not know, or 
difdaioed. 

Tlje fame Englifli veffels which came to turn 
to account the produdlions of the rocks of 
the fmalL iflands of the Archipelago, alfo 
took in iquills, or fea-onions *, which grow 
there in abundance, on the mountains and 
between the rocks. While augmenting their 

*- Scidlla mariiiiiif. Linn. 
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own commerce, they thus furniflied t6 ihii 
pooreft clafs of thofe iflands, which there, a$ 
everywhere, are numerous, new means of cx- 
lAence, by the fearch, far from laborious, of 
archil and fquiils. 

The Greeks of the Archipelago call this 
latter plant kourvara-Jkillay ball fqnill; kouf" 
vara iignifying properly a ball of thread. 
They alfo give the name of Jkilla to a plant 
of another genus, and which is an orchis or 
Jatyrion *. But, in order to diftinguiih it from 
the real fquill, thefe iflanders call it orchidh'* 
JkilUiy fquill with tefticles, on account of thcf 
form of its flefliy and oblong bulbs, fomewhat 
fimilar to the tefticles of iheep. In the Ar- 
chipelago, they are reckoned to b^, very fer- 
viceable for the cure of tetters. I myfelf have 
fcen fome very good efFe6ls from them, whcit 
that diforder did not arife from a blood too 
much vitiated. The whole preparation con- 
fifts in dividing, with a knife, one of thefe 
bulbs in the middle, -and in making incifions^ 
in its flefli, in order that the juice may flotv' 
from it more eafily. The tetters are rubbed 
with this repeatedly. This very fimple me-' 
dicament makes them difappear when they airtf 

* Satjrium orchioldes, Linn« 
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tecent, and cleanfai and fofiens very much 
the more inveterate and of longer (landing. 
But, in (Countries where fuperiUtion t$ always 
hy the fide of reality, people are not con* 
tented with properties confirmed by reafon 
and experience^ bat feek imaginary ones. 
To fatyrion' is attributed the virtue of pre* 
fervin^ the teeth white and found for a length 
of time, not by making ufe of fome of the 
parts of that plant tor the purpofe of rubbing 
or waihing the teeth; but if any one meet 
with a young flioot of fatyrion, at the moment 
when it is beginning to appear above ground^ 
he muft proftrate himfelf, and bite, as hard 
as he can, this fprouting flem, which is then 
white, with a few black fpecks. 

A multitude of (imilar pra^ices aie to be 
remarked among the modern Qreeks. Thefe 
are not, as in countries where in{lru6;ion and 
knowledge are more difitifedy the ridiculous 
appendage of the ignorant clafs. Opulence, 
which procures elfewhere the advantages of a 
good education, and repels fooliih credulity, 
makes, in Greece, no difference on this 
fubje6t between the rich man and him wl^o 
Hves in a (late of wrctchednefs. They all are 
given up to the fame errors, to the fame 
pra^ices of fuperfiitious creduhty, to the fame 
V9JU I. T confidence 
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confidenoe ia Jgndmncer\and ih tradtti< 
equally: abfofd luid wlitmitcaJ.; fa that then?; 
prgjudice^ arc icommon to all .clafles^ and 
feui^lcis creeds Are the^.^oaeriilly accrfidi ted^ 
Und, if I mhy fo e;spreik inyff^ ate national; 
. Of theie I ifaall fi^ientdly hove. ocCafioiL t^ 
mention initaudbs Ai*hjch dfiferre to be co&^ 
levied a3 matserials for the biftoiy. af:tfait.hu^ 
man miod, and, in particular, fbr.ithat X)ftt 
people, who iitrcre at all times one «f the moft 
iUperftitious in, the world, ^nd -whom ilaveiy^ 
and a forgetfalneiii of the fciences and fine 
arts, have involved in all ithe errois which 
ignorance-can introduce into tninds long finco 
fUfpo&d to welcome and preftrve tbenu . . 
Among the allurements .of Ahobgos, we 
jnuft place in. the iiirll rank .the nxiidnefi and 
affability of its inhabitants, and the beauty: 
ef'the women, who, by their charms, remind 
«s that we are in countries, where, from time 
immemoiual, the moft amiable fex.were iu 
pofleflion of forms the moft noble and moft 
elegant, of the bloom of brilliant cokmc, of 
an outline the moft" graceful, of minute at^ 
tradions the moft faicinating. But theie 
handfome women clothe themfdves « witk 
ftrange. dreffes, to which. European eyes ^are. 
not eafily reconciled^ aind they mu& seeds b^ 

:' ;(raly 
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trtdy beautiful to appear (o under fttch a gaurb: 
It bears touch refemhladioe to tte dbefi of 
the women of Niio and AR0XNiri£RA» of 
%vhich I give tUe figure {Pldte VII. ) ; with 
this diiference-^he women of Amo&oos paf$ 
;9k iha^l, or largie yellow handkerduef, made 
of fine wool, over their forehead and the 
lower part of their ifkce, twift it round bheir 
head in tiie form of a turban, ^tte itbehind, 
and iufier a long end of k to hang down 
their back. 

Among the people of the East, faihions 
are not, as in our weftern jcountiies, epheme- 
l*al fancies, bantlings of inftability and ca-^ 
pricious luxury ; they are cuftoms lading and 
ancient, wfaofe origin is loft in the obfcurity 
cf( ag6s, and which will ftill have a long con- 
tinuance; If, as cannot be doubted, the 
ufages of 'nations are an image of their clia- 
rafter, we ihall conceive a high opinion of 
the conftancy of the women of Ahorgos, 
and of all thofe of the other parts of Greece, 
who, like them, attached to ancient habits, 
andHrangerS to the verfatility of fancies, have 
preferved their drefs, however whimfical, how- 
ever inconvenient even it may appear, when 
one is not accuftomed to fee it or wear it. In ' 
fa6l, it is among thefe women, fo favoured by 

T S! Nature, 
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Nature, but at the fame time fo mdjiTerciit as 
to procuring themfelves garments more fuita- 
ble to their ihape, and better calculated for 
thC' more advantageous diiplay of their 
charms, that it is common to meet with the 
valuable union of beauty, glowing affe^iioni 
and conftaney. 

South of the Ifland of Ahorgos, and at 
the diftance of about three leagues, is ieen 
an uninhabited illet, M'hich is called Amorgo*- 
PouLo, or Little Ahorgo. 
. Between the fame ifland and that of Naxia, 
that is, to the weft of the former, are other 
iflets equally uncultivated and uninhabited^ 
fome of which, covered with lentifks*, fmall 
cyprefs-leaved cedars f, and other wild plants, 
ferve for the feeding of the flocks which are 
kept on them ; while the others, which confift 
of fteep mafles of rocks deftitute of all verdure, 
are the abode of a multitude of birds of prey. 

• Linti/cus tmtgaris. TOURK. 

. f Ciibrus lacciftra, filio cufrejpt majwf fruSuJUviJcMii 
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CHAPTER XII. 

^anfio. — Partridges. — Nio, — Fejiroal of St 
Gregory.'-^ock-roaches.'r^Datf reputed un^ 
lucky among the Greeks. — JVomcn o/'Nio, — 
Hair of the Greek IVomen^—Dreffes of the 
Women o/'.Nio, and qffome other i/lands of 
the Archipelago. — JVomcn of Santorin. — 
Cotton mamtfaQures. — IJland of Santorin* 
— Kammeni. — Account of a fudden appear* 
ance of a new ijland in 1707- — fts prefent 
Jiate. — Superjiitious idea conceived of it by 
the Greeks. — Pumice-jioncs. — IJlands of the 
Gulf of S^ntoTin. — A bank or ledge appear-^ 
ing likely to form^ ere longy another ifland^ 

. — Earthquakes. — Ifland of Santorin. --rNa^ 
ture of its/oily its produQions.-^'^rhcTa. — 
Pyrgos,-^-San Nicolo. — ^Scaro. — Greeks of 
Santorin. — Their efforts for prffventing^ in 
their i/Iandy the working of pozzolana. — 
Chriftiana. 

1 HE channel formed by the Iflands of 
Stampalia and Amorgos extends between 

t3 two 
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two others, equally inconfiderable, Nanfto. 
and Nio. The former, fituated to the fouth- 
weft of Stampalia, is little more than fe>Tn 
leaofues in circuit. Its £rft name was Mem- 
BLUROs; which it deiived from M9MBU4- 
BESy the Phoenician, who, when his relation 
CAmius went in ^ucft of EtRo^A, accoih- 
l^anied him, and fettled in the neighl^oartng 
Ifland of TnEHA. It haA flnce been, named 
AkAPHEy 4 Phoenician \Vord, ^ich, ac(?6rding 
to BocHAHT, fignifies ihidbd and dark, an 
epithet which this ifland had obtained from 
its gloomy and thick foreils. Ilolvcver, the 
rtbft common opinion is, that it owes this 
tiame of Anaphe t6 the Greek M'ord phaino^ 
^hich means to appear^ from the thunder 
halving on a fiidden occafioned it to rife from 
the bottom of the waters, in order to receive 
the fleet of the Argonauts on its return from 
CoLCHts, when affailed by a furious temped. 
This fable of antiquity is the hiftory of the 
formation of Nan no, which a volcaho caufed 
to appear fuddenly above the lea, in the midft 
of a violent agitation of the atmofphere and 
of the waves, as has happened to fome other 
illands of the Archipelago. 

In memory of tl^is event was built a temple, 
Mrhich was confecrated to AroLto M&letes^ 

or 






or» dazzling with. Ijgbt Mirths wilier and 
pkafantFy, jire^^ed atthe-fei^i'vals whioh werp 
here educated ' 3Mgbt veftigesrQfthis temple 
are iU^ to be found op the place which it ocr 
<:upied, in the ^uth .pa/;Vof the ^a^d; aad 
the marble^ o^ v^hj^h /}$, \rad cpnilru^ed was 
taken firom a very ijieep rock, of a frightful 
a4>e)(S^ op. wfapfe fumi^Eiit 13 feen a chapel, 
dedicajtad to Ch/nr l^ ^jT^Ac JReerf; in raof- 
/deroi Gfeek» Panugia Ka/amoiijti. 

The tufted forefts, which are faid to have 
darkened the furface of the iiland, l>ave dif- 
appQared; and there .are now to be foun^ 
only fome fcattered ^rabs. Its Hionqtatn^ 
are barren and uaked, and its plains aftorfl 
not vegetation much* more hrilijant. Agri- 
culture there languifhes; and, notwithiland^ 
ing the goodnefs of tlie foil, barley is alinoft 
the only plant which there produces any har- 
veil* Some fmall plantations of vines yield 
good wine, and honey is common. Touh- 
NEFOET relates, that partridges multiplied 
there- fo prodigiouilyi that, in order to pre- 
ferve the corn, the inhabitants, by direftion 
of the magjftrates, coUeft all the eggs that 
can be found about the Eafter holidays, and 
which commonly amount to upwards of ten 
or twelve thoufand; thefc are made into all 
: . r T 4 forts 



286 ttAvtif ttr . 

fi>rts of fauces^ and efpecially into omelets : 
** however, notwithfianding this precaution/' 
fays TouRSBFOBT, ** wc put up eovies of 
partridges at every ftep*.'* I had not an 
opportunity of afcertaining whether this great 
quantity of partridges cxift at Nanfxo at 
the prefent day. They are, in general, very 
common in the iflands of the ARCHiP£tA6o; 
but, however; hot fo much fo as they were in 
the lafi-mentioned ifle, in the time of To ur- 

NEFORT. 

The partridges of the iflands of the Arc hi* 
PELAGO are of the red fpeciesf: they thel^e 
live on the mountains and in the; midil of the 
buihes; they are fometimes feen perched on 
trees, which is never the cafe with gray par- 
tridges. The fportfmen of the Levant have 
obfcnxd that thefe birds, when they run, al- 
ways go up hill. They are the moft common 
game in thofe countries, where they are fold 
at a very low price ; their flefli is more favouiy 
than that of the gray partridges. 

A fmall town, built to the fouth, contains 
the whole population of NanfiO} every 

* Relatim d*jm Voyage du Levant, vol. i. 4to. page ^y^. 

t Pffdrix rouge. Bvffok> Hift. Nat. dcs Oxh^v^x^y 
^t plahche ^nlu]niiiee> No. 1^0,'^Tetrao rufiu. Var. 6. 
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tfiing belpeaks the wretchednefs fpread over 
the territory of the ifland. Here is no har- 
bour; but, in front of the town, ihips find 
a vciy good roadftead, prrftefted by a fmafl 
Aoali which is called Nanfio^Povlo, Little 
Nanfio. 

Theifle of Nio, more fertile, and at the 
fame time more celebrated, lies to the weft of 
Kanfio, and to the fouth of Amorgos. It 
is in the harbour of this ifland, known by the 
encients under the name of /o5, becaufe it 
was peopled by lonians, that IIomek expired^ 
in his voyage from Samos to Athens. The 
inhabitants, in honour of him, erected a tondv 
of which there are no longer any veftiges, in 
tike manner as the modern Greeks have loft 
all remembrance of the honourable interment 
which their anceftors bellowed on the molt 
famous poet of antiquity. 

The prefent town, which bears the fame 
name as the ifland, is built on an eminence; 
and, probably, on the fpot which was occu- 
pied by the ancient city. Nothing remark- 
able is there to be found, unlefs it be the 
tofpitable charafter of thofewho rcfide there; 
they ihew to ftrangers great attention, and 
the moil obliging behaviour; and, on quit* 
ting them, eveiy one is impreffed with the 

beft 



|»eft bpinion of thtir generous affiJ>ility^« 
The wtsmtUy cm their p»rt» likcwife embetttft 
tbis Aodc by theic charms, their kindiicfty 
Itnd their virtaes^ 

. The French had n confiil m diis place; 
hut, fince the fyftem has prevailed of uniting, 
tm, to fpeak more Gorre6kiy, of limitiDg our 
'cDttiflfieTce to the large fe»-ports> reifels hav* 
eeafed to frequent the excdlent harbour of 
Nio, and the government to maintaiti there 
A fuperintendant, whofe prefenoe became uie« 
le& in the plan which had been formed, and 
which was far from being the moii advantar 
geons fbr commerce. 

The interior of the ifland, lefa hilly than 
lire foil of the greater part of thofe of which 
I have fpoken, {H'oduces abundance of wheat, 
part of which the inhabitant* export for (aAt. 
Cupidity, want of fbrefight, the eager ctefire 
of enyaymenty more confpicuous among men 

* TovRKBroitT fFoyage aa LiwmtJ kas itkrihed the 
^Rot3 as tkieves and robbers; bat either this author w^ 
not acquainted with them, or they have greatly changed* 
fince the period of his Travels. It is probable that then 
there were at Nio fome remains of the colony which a Duke 
cfNaxia, to whom the ifiand belonged, introduced there, 
and which was compofed of Albanians, a tribe of Greeks^ ^ 
wairlik^, reftlefs, and inclined to robbery. ! 

who 
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who^ live in op{>vdlion and mkfortiine/ Md 
who have only to look fom^aitd to a.fiituritjf 
thftt 18 d^uiatf al, kave itidaced thd i»babiMMi 
to fell the fine, woods whic^ covered fome 
difllias; fo tiiat Kio, nftet having fap)»lted 
tho neighbouring xfliiids, is at prefect atttoft 
et^ttrefy dentate. But thd iliil4ihe& of tkft 
efilndte ireiider^ not this fcafclty of tfood 
Aifkttf&ngi the inhabitants never hive oeca^ 
fioii to feek the fire-^fide, and the knti(ks^ and 
ctther iltf ubs trhich grow there,, fuffie^ for the 
wants of cookery. . On the whole, Ni o is t 
very agreeable and quiet place of refidenee. 

I hajf>pened to be there on the day when tlit 
Greeks celebrate^ in the luring, the feftlval 
of St. Gregory, a feftival that they eonie* 
Itrate, in a manner^ to coek^roaches, difgnft- 
ing and troublefome infefts^ which ure very' 
cooiinon in thefe Countries during the fam*- 
mer ♦* The day before^ every family ought 
to have laid in their ftock ^ water . and 
herbs; wer^ any to be brovght in on that 
day, it wOuld be imagined that the houfe 
« would bQ filled with tock-roaches. This pre^ 

* iliuta Oriiukttis. LtNN. fHe doiiern Gireks call it 

« 
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eaitticm is, tievertbeleid, infuifidcnt for co!i« 
^ring ava.y thofe infc^b: every head of a 
£uDiIy muft procure two or three of xhem^ 
which he fliats up ia^ hollow reed, and throws 
them into the fea, at the fame time uttering 
a thoufand curfes. Although long experience 
bas demonftrated the inefficacy of this cere* 
vtcmy and of thefe imprecations^ there is^ not 
a fingle .Greek of Nio, and of feveral other 
Kland&of the AHCHiPSLAoa, who annually, 
^n iucb 9k day,, does not obferve them icro* 
jNnIoufly, though not a year paflfes without 
their hoiifes being infefled with cock-roaches 
in the fiimmer : fo blind is fuperftition, when 
time and ignorance have allowed it to take 
deep root t 

Another precaution full as ufelefs, but 
which is not,^ on that account, the leis ob* 
ierved by the Greeks of (he fame iflands^ is 
tjiat by which they every year note the day 
when the feilival of St. John the Baptift 
ikS». They are particularly careful not to un- 
dertake any thing the fame day of the week^ 
ducing the whole year, becaufe they are per- 
fuaded that a work, a voyage, any bufinefs 
whatever, begun * at this period, would infal- 
KWy mifcarry, or have a very unfortunate 

The 
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*rhe drefs of the women of Nio is much 
the fame as that of the women of Amoagos, 
and of mod of the iflands of the Archipe- 
lago. But at Nio, they do not, as at 
Amorgos, conceal pari of their handfome 
face, by an intrufive piece of cloth*, their fea- 
tures are entirely 'expofcd to view, their fore- 
head is uncovered, and the fhawl, with which 
their head is enveloped, e^chibits a fort 'of 
crefcent of beautiful black liair, glofly as Jet, 
and foft as iilk. 

I ihall remark, on this occafion, that the 
fize, and confequently the coarfenefs of the 
hair, appears to depend on the feverity of the 
climate. Negroes hive wool, and I have 
never feen any where hair fo fine as on the 
head of the greater part of the women of the 
East, 

We might make an exception againft the 
garments of the women of Nlo, and of the 
other iflands where they are accuflomed to 
wear any of the fame defcription, for not 
reaching fufficiently low, and being repug- 
nant to decency. Tlicir petticoat, in faft, 
comes only to the knees; but in this defeft 
of length, which, added to the forms of the 
other parts of the drefs, has fomething whim- 
fical and grotefque, there is nothing immo- 

deft. 
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deft*, if, \ry our country^ the idea of im* 
]^opriety and ef&onteiy accompanies a M'omais 
whofe legs art^ not coveT'Cd, at lead in a ^eot 
weaCufe, bj Jlong gj^rments, itis that the legs, 
tdthoagh dvefied, ,ai\e, with our women/ >m* 
jpnediatdy cpnnefiied .wi:th ^arts which are not; 
jand Avrhiph decjcncy ftiiAly concealsifrpm viev. 
But what it reprov4:8 among us, cannot alanft 
in the East. Thiere, all the women are <;ainr 
jplctely clothed ; they all wear drawers, wjhieb 
pennit them not to embarrafs their Ieg$ jby 
ioBg petticoats. 

. TfaeTurkiili women, and the female Gre^fc^ 
wS the large toivns, make uie of long :an4 
Ample drawers, which come down to tiheir 
Jheels ; they even xi^ear them double : tlie under 
|)air is of linen or cotton, and that which 
appeafs is of linen or filk. The drawers of 
<the women of the Archipelago are plain, 
Hiort, and, moft commonly, made of cotton. 
«Xake thofe of the Turkifli women, and rich 
iemale inhabitants of the cities and towns, 
jthey are in like manner confined, above the 
liips, by a girdle of knit filk or cotton, p^^fed 
through a noofe, and foftened in front by n 
long running knot: they are ahb very ample.; 
.but^hey xlo not reach beyond the knee, under 
which they are confined with firings that are 

covered 
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cdvered by the liockings; The women toe in 
the ha:bit of tying thefe firings fo tight, zlt 
the top of tlie calf of the leg, that their 
imprefiion becomes fufficiently deep and broad 
to admit the finger. This cuflom of clothing 
themfelves more completely has, methinks^ 
great advantages for the health of the women : 
adopted by ours, it would fave thefh from 
a crowd of difovders, which may very profaa- 
biy have no other caufe than their having 
negle6ted it, and by this,^ decency would^ 
doubtlefs, foe no lofer. 

The garments of the women of the Ifland 
offiANTOHiN have more regularity, and am 
longer; than thofe of which I ha\*e juft fpcdsen ; 
their head ia covered by a rolled ihawl, twifted 
in the form of a turban, and which, moft 
commonly, pafies under the chin. Their 
principal occupation is to fpin cotton, whioh 
grows very well in that country, and toirvck 
for the manufa^ure of doths, known in the 
Li^fVANT by the names of dimities vend m/cu* 
fniies, an/important branch of indufiry, .omd 
. the ipriueipal trade of that famous ifland. 

It is well known that San to bin, formerly 
TuERAy and more anciently CallIsta^ a word 
which fignifies tl^ Hand/btnCj has experienced 
fingular changes from the cfFeft of fubterra- 

4 neous 
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neouft fires. Emerged from the bofom of thtf 
fca, it was afterwakis partly fwallowed ap in 
the j^ear 237 before the Ghriftiau era, and 
ieparated from TmRASUy a, fmall iflaiid at 
this day called Aspnomsi* The fpace con- 
tained between thofe two iflands, and at pre- ' 
lent filled by the fea, made, according to 
the well-founded opinion of a judicious ob- 
ferver*, a part of Thera, or of the large 
Hland) which, at the time of this revolution, 
afitinied the form of a crefcent* Indeed, the 
coaft of that gulf, compofcd of fteep rocks, 
llack^ calcined, and towering upwards of 
three hundred feet above the level of the 
lea, appears to be the edge of an enormous 
trater, the bottom of which has never been 
fathomed; 

Several other revolutions happened fuccef* 
fively in the fame place ; and the terrifying 
Icenes of the great convulfions of Nature 
have been renewed there repeatedly: an 
* earthquake was felt forty years after the 
Ifiands of Thera and Theuasia werefepa- 
rated. The waters boiled up, and a new 
xiland rofe above the fea^ and all at once 

* M. De Ckoisbul<*6ouppi£R, Vojfagt Pittsnjfmi de 
Grtce, vol. i. pages 332 and 323. 

prefcnted 
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))refetited itfelf to the eyes of aftoniihed na- 
vigator *i This little ifland was called Kiera, 
facred) no doubt, on account of its origin, 
which bordered on a ptodigy, and which oc-* 
cafioned it to be confecrated to the god of 
hell. The nature of the calcined fubftances 
of which it is formed has iince obtained it the 
name of Kammeni, or the Burnt I/land. 

^bterraneous commotions, convulfions, 
and other phenomena, terrified the mien of 
thefe countries^ at different times, ^ and pro* 
duced on the land changes- more or lels con- 
liderable, till the year 1743, when another 
ifland fuddenly appeared above the furface of 
the waters. In order to diftinguiih it from 
the former, which is the Idrger, the Gteeks 
have named it Micni Kammeni^ or the Little 
Burnt I/land. 

Lailiy, at the beginning of the century 
Which has juft elapfed, a new iflet appeared 
between the Great and the Little Kammeni, 
about a league from Santorin. It was on 
the 23rd of May, 1707, at break of day, 

that' were perceived the commencements of 

• 

• Jus TIN. book XXX. chap. iv. note, that Pliny (Hift. 
Kat. lib. ii. cap. Ixxxvii.) fays, improperly * thavt this 
ev^nt took place one hundred and thirty years after that 
which gave birth to the Ifle of Tkerafia. 

VOL. r. V this 
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this other pK)du6ijon of the fubtenraiKissift 
fires \i'hlch bum m thefe parts* On the 18€h 
of the fame month, there had been fbjf; at 
Santorik two fliglit ihocks of an earth*^ 
quake. No great attention was paid to them 
at the time; but, in the fequel, there was 
reafon to fuppofe that, at that moment, the 
new iflet was beginning to detach itfelf from 
the bottom of the fea, and to rife towards 
its furface. Be this as it may, fome Greeks 
belonging to Santorin having, very early 
in the morning, • feen the firft points of the 
gi*owing ifland, imaginetl that thefe might be 
the remains of fome ihipwreck, which the fea 
had brought during the night. In hopes of 
being the firft to avail themfelves of tfaern, 
they haftened to reach them; but, no fooner 
had they difcovered that, in lieu of pieces of 
a floating MTeck, thefe were black and .cal- 
cined rocks, than they returned, quite fright- 
ened, publifliing eveiy where what they had 
juft feen. 

The fright was general in the Avhok Ifland 
af Santorin; it %\"as well known there the* 
thefe fudden appearances of new lands had 
always been attended by great difaftera. 
Neverthelcfs, two or three days having paifed 
without any thing fatal happening, fome of 

the 
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the inhabitants of Saktorin came to a re- 
folution of making obfervations on the very 
QK>t. Having landed, curiofity induced them, 
to proceed from rock to rock; they found 
every where a fort of white ftone which might 
be cut like bi^ead, and which fo well imitated 
it in figure, colour, and confiftency, that, 
with the exception of the tafte, it might have 
been taken for real wheaten bread. What 
pieafed tliem and aftoniihed them more, was 
^ a quantity of frefli oyfters adhering to the 
rocks, a circumftance veiy uncommon at 
SAHToaiK. While thefe Greeks were amuf- 
itig themfclves with eating the oyfters, they 
all at once felt the rocks move, and the 
ground tremble under their feet; terror foon 
made them abandon their repafi, in order to 
jump into their boat, and row away as hard 
as they could pull. This fliock was a motion 
of the ifland, which was increafing, and which, 
at that moment, vifibly rofe, having, in a 
very few days, gained near twenty feet in 
height, and twice as much in breadth. 

As this motion, by which the new ifland 
was daily becoming higher and broader, was 
not always equal, accordin^y it did not in- 
creafe every day equally on all fides. It even 
ff equently happened that it fell and diminiihed 

u 2 in 
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in one place, while it rofe and fpread in 
another. One day, in particular, a rock vefy 
remarkable from its fize and figure, having 
ilTued from the fea, forty or fifty paces from 
the middle of the ifland, funk at the expira- 
tion of four days into the water, and appeared 
no more. This was not the cafe with fomc 
other rocks which, after having made their 
appearance, and concealed themfelvesat va- 
rious times, at length re-appeared and remained 
fixed. Thefe different commotions violently 
fiiook the Little Kammeni, and, onitsfum- 
niit, was remarked a long fiffure, which had 
not been feen there before. During this time, 
the fca of the gulf feveral times changed its 
colour;. it firft became of a dazzling green, 
then of a reddifh hue, and at laft of a pale 
yellow, and conftantly emitted a great ftench. 
On the 16th of July, fmoke was feen, for 
the firft time, to iffue, not from the part of 
the ifland that appeared, but from a chain of 
black rocks, which rofe all on a fudden fixty 
yards from that fpot, and from a part of the 
fea where no bottom had been found ; this, 
for fome time, fonned as it were two feparatc 
iflands, opie of which was called the fVhite 
Tjlandj and the other, the Black I/land^ oa 
account of their different colour; but which 

ere 
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ere long wer^ again united to each other, yet 
in fuch a manner that thofe black rocks which 
laft fprang up became the centre of the whole 
ifland. The fmoke which iffued frotn the 
chain of black rocks was thick and whitiih, 
like that which ilfues from feveral lime*kilns 
thrown into one. The wind carried it. over 
one of the habitations fituated at the extre*- 
mity of the gulf, and it did not there occafion 
much inconvenience: its fmell too was not 
particularly obnoxious. , * 

In the night between the 19th and 20th, 
flames of fire were feen to rife from the mid- 
dle of this fmoke, which caufed the inha- 
bitants • of Santorin great apprehenfion. 
This fire, neverthelefs, was alfo little to be 
feared, fince it iffued only from a fingle point 
of the Black Ifland, and did not appear at all 
during the day. 

Neither fire nor fmoke M'^as ever feen on the 
White Ifland ; yet, notwithftanding, it con* 
tinned conilantly to grow larger j but the 
Black Ifland increafed far more quickly. 
Every day were feen to arife big rocks, which 
one while rendered it longer, another while 
broader; and this in fo perceptible a manner, 
that it was noticed from one moment to s^no- 
thcr. Sometimes thele rocks vere joined ta 

v3 thQ 



th<5 ifland, fometiwes th«y were vcry^ remote 
iVom it; fa that ivt Kfs t{kaii*>a montli were 
reckaned a$ maDy a& fDuir Iktld hbck iflands 
which, in four days, -were ianitied to- each 
other, and then formed but ofie. It was 
likewife remarked that the fmoke had gveatly 
increafed, 'and that, no wind blowing at the 
trimei itafbendedfi^hightbat k was.feeu from 
Can Di A, from Naxia, and fi;oiui other diilaat 
illands. ' During the night, this fmoke always 
appeared fiery to the. height of fifteen or. 
t wen tyi feet; and the fea was covered with 
a reddifii fiibftahce or frbth in fame places, 
and yeilbwifh in^ others. So- great a • de* 
gree of putnefadion fpread tihrough all Sa n- 
ToaiN, that' the inhabitants were obliged 
to bum perfumes, and to kindle fires in the 
ftreets. This infe6lion lafted Only a day and- 
a half. A very frefh fouth-weft wind dif- 
pelled it; but in driving away one evil, it 
introduced another. Itxarricd this burning 
fiiioke jover a great part of the heft vineyards 
-of Samtorin^ the grapes of which were 
almofl; ripe, and which, in one night, were 
all fcorched. It was likewife remarked, that 
wherever this fmoke was carried, it blackened 
filver and copper, and occafioned the inha- 
bitants violent head-aches, accompanied by 

ilfong 
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ftrong naufea* At that tim^» the White Ifland 
fettled and funk all at once upwatds of ten 
feet. 

On the Slil of July, it wis dtfcovered that 
tiie lea call forth ftnoke and boiled up in 
two places, the one at thirty, and' the other 
at fixty yards from the Black I(temd. In thefe 
two fpaces, each of which formed a perfeft 
circle, the water appeared like oil on the 
fire. This laO^d upwards of a month, during 
which were found a great many dead fiflies. ^ 

The following night was heard' a hollow 
Qoifd, like the report of fcveral cannon fired* 
at a diflance ; and almoft immediately ifiued 
from the middle of the crater two long flieets 
of fire, which afcended very high^ and were 
diredlly extinguiihed. 

On the 1ft of Auguft, the fame hollow noife 
was heard repeatedly. It was followed by a 
fmoke, not white as before, but of a bluiflir 
black, and which, notwithftanding a very * 
firefli northerly wind, rofe in the form of a* ' 
pillar to a prodigious elevation* 

On the 7th of Auguft^ the noife which was 
beard was no longer fo hollow : it was fimilar 
to that of feveral large heaps of ftones falling 
all at once into a deep well. The extremities^ 
of the ifland were thought to be in continual 

u 4 motion^ 
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motion, and the rocks which foimed theni 
coming ^nd going, difappearing and then re^ 
appearing. This noife, after having lafied 
feyferal days, changed into another confiderar 
hly louder. It refembled tiiunder in fuch a > 
manner, that, when it really thundered, which 
happened three or four times, there was no 
great difference between the one and the 
other. f  

On the 21ft of Auguft, the .fire and fmoke 
diminiflied eonfiderably. There even appeared 
but very little during the night; but, at break 
of day, they refumed more ftrength than they 
had before pofleffed. The fmoke was red and 
very thick, and the fire which iffued was fa 
fierce, that the fea round the Black Ifland 
fmoked and boiled up in ^ furprifing manr. 
ner. 

On the morning of the 22d, the ifland 
was become much higher than it was the day 
before. A chain of rocks, of nearly fifty feet, 
bad greatly increafed its breadth. The fea 
was again covered with that reddifli foam 
already mentioned, which emitted every where 
an intolerable ftench. 

On the 3th of September, tlie fire opened 
itfelf a paffage at the extremity of the Black 
Ifland, at the fame time inclining towards 

Therasia. 
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Therasia* The firie ilTued thence for fome 
days only, during which leis c^ine out of th^ 
great crater. 

Had the inquietude, widi which every one 
was alfe3;ed night and day, then allowed of 
the inhabitants of Santokin being aliye to 
any diyprfion, the fight which they then en- 
joyed would hfire b^en entertaining. Thrice 
there q-rofe from the great cyater, as it were,, 
three qf the largeft flcy-rockets of a ftre the 
moil brilliant and th^ mod beautiful. Op 
the following nights it ^vas quite another 
thing. After the ufual reports of the fub- 
terraneous thupder, all at once were feeu 
going off, as it were, long iheaves fparkling 
w^tb a xQilliou of lights, which, following each 
Other, afcended to a very great height, then 
fell again in ihowers of f^ars on the ifland,' 
which thence appeared quite Ulumiqated. This 
i{>e6lacle was a little difturbed by a new phe^ 
nomf^uon. From the middle of thefe iky* 
rockets, there became detached a very long 
. lanci^ of ^re, which, after having remained 
fpme tiipe iqotionlefa oyer the qai^le of Sqa^io, 
was loil in the clouds- 

On the 9th of September, the two iilands, 
the White Ifland and the Black one, by dint 
of iticrfai)i)g ^ach in breadth) began to meet 

and 
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and to form but one body. After this jui!k> 
tk>ny tke extremity cjf the ifltod to the foutlH 
iveft inereafed no more either in length of 
height, whereas the other exfremity to the 
weft did not ceafe to kngJifeen very percep- 
tibly. . 

Gf all the openings, th^re were now Iiu€ 
four which emitted any fii»e. Sometimes tlie 
finoke iffiied wilb Impetuofity from all fo- 
gethei", fometime^ only from one or two; one 
while with noife, an<^tbeF without, but almoft 
always with a whiftUng, which might htfvd 
b^en taken for the vat'ious f€>iMids of the pipes 
^ an organ^, and Ibmetin^es fo^ the howlilig 
of wild beaftsv 

On the I Jth of September,* the ^bt^his 
neous noife, Avhich natur^ty- feemed Kkcly to 
be no longer fo violent, hailing fo ^read be- 
tween four openings, was fltivcfr fo frightfiil;' 
Dor fo frec}uent as on that day and the fo{*» 
lowing. The loud and repeated claps^ fimilav 
to the ge^ieral difcharge o^a^tfumerous^liBit 
heavy train of Artillery, were heard" tefr o^ 
twelve times in the^ <?^irfe 6T twertty-four 
hours; and, a moment a^r, th«re iffuedfronf 
the great crater ft'ones of an enormous (lie, 
quite red hot, • whicfc wefrd throwii to a great 
diftance, and loft in the fea. Theife loud cilapsT 

were 
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W9Tt ah^ays accompanied' by a thick fmoke, 
wliicli fiew up into the air in undulating 
figures, and which, when it difperfed^ fpread 
ererv where bio- clouds of afhes, fonie of 
which were carried in eddies as'far as Anasi,' 
an iftand twenty-five miles diftant from San- 
tonin. Thrfe afliies appeared white on the 
Black IflaQd, and almoft black on the White 
one; they had the figure and the grain of 
fine powder; but, throVn into the fire, they 
produced only a fiew. flight crepitations, with-- 
out emitting the fnialleil fiame* 

On the 1 8th of September, there waa at 
Santorin an earthquake which occafioned* 
no damage. The ifland was*GonfideraWy in- 
creafed by it, as well as the fire and fmoke, 
wihich, on' that day and the following night, 
opened ta tbenifelves new paiTages. Till then, 
fa many fii'es together had not been feen,' 
nor had fuch loud reports been heard: their 
violence xvas & extraordinary, that the houfes 
of ScARo were Ihaken by it. Tlirough thick, 
volumes of fmoke, which appeared like a 
iDountain, waS' heard the loud noife of an 
iitfinite number of huge ftones, which whizzed 
in the air like large can non-balls^ and fell 
afterwards on the ifland and into the iea^ with* 
a. crafli whieh made all who heard it fhudder^- 

The 
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The Little Kamm eni was feveral times covered 
with thefe burning ilones, which rendered it 
quite refplendent 

On the Sift of September, the little Kam- 
M£Ni being thus quite in a blaze, after one 
of thofi; furious ihocks juft mentioned, there 
thence arofe three large iiafhcs of lightning, 
which, in the twinkling of an eye, traverfed 
all the horizon of the fea. At the fame inftant, 
there occurred fo great a (baking of the whole 
new ifland, that the half of its great crater 
fell in, and there were huge burning ftones, 
of a firodigious mafs, which were driven to 
the diftance of upwards of two miles. It 
was thought that this violent and laft effort 
had at length esthaufted the mine. Four daya 
of calm and tranquillity, during which was 
feen no appearance of fire and fmoke, con-* 
tributefl not a little to ftrengthen this idea; 
l)ut the inhabitants had not, as they bad 
imagined, as yet witnefled the moft alarming 
period. 

On the S^th of September, the fee refumed 
all its ftrength, and the ifland became more 
formidable than ever. Among the claps, al-* 
ipofl continual, and which were fo violent that 
two perfons, fpeaking to each other, could 
vfixh di^icuUy m^ke. themfelves heard, there 
•i \  fuddenly 
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fuddenly occurred one fo dreadful, that it 
made every body run to the churches. The 
big rock, on which Scaro is built, tottered, 
and all the doors of the houfcs were forcibly 
thrown open. 

Every thing continued in the fame ftatc 
during the months of Oftober, November, 
and December 1707, and January 1708, Not 
a day pafled without the great crater making 
an explofion at lead once or twice, and moH 
frequently five or fix times. 

On the 10th of February 1708, about eight 
o^cIock in the morning, there ^vas at Santo- 
bin a rather violent ihock of an earthquake. 
In the courfe of the night, there had been 
one much flighter, which induced the opi- 
nion, from the experience of the pad, that 
the volcano was again preparing fome terrible 
fcene. It was not long in coming. Fire, 
flame, fnioke, reports the moil terrific, all wat 
horrible. Large rocki of a frightful mafs," 
which till then had appeared only even with 
the Water's edge, rofe very high; and the 
boiling up of the fea increafed to fuch an 
cxcefs, that although the fpeftators were ac- 
cuftomed to all this uproar, there was no one 
who was not ftruck with horror. The fub- 
terraneous roarings no longer came by inter-^ 
1 valsi 
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vals; they lafted day and night without in- 
termiffion. , The great abater burft even five 
or fix times in a quarter of aji hour, and gave 
reports which, from their repetition, fiom the 
quantity and the bigneCs of the ftones that 
flew about, from the ihakiiig of the hoofes, 
and from the great fire that appeared in open 
day, which had not yet been feen, furpaffed 
every tiling that had preceded. 

The 15th of April was remarkable, among 
all the other days, from the number and the 
fury of thofe terrible fliocks ; fo tliat, for a 
long time, feeing nothing but fire, fiery fmoke, 
and large pieces of rock, which filled the air, 
all the inhabitants of Santorin thought that 
it was all over, and that the ifland was blown 
up. Yet no fuch thing had occurred, and 
there was but die half of the circumference 
of the great crater which had fallen in once 
more, and which, in an initaut, again became 
higher than it was, by the heap of alhes and 
big ftones by which it was repaired/ 

From that day till the 23d of May, which 
was the anniveiiary of the birth of the iflatid, 
every thing continued nearly on the fame 
footing. What was particularly, remarked, 
was, that the ifland conltantly increafed in 
height, and fcarcely inci^afi^d any more in 
, 5 breadth, 
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breadth. Tbe great openiag or large crater 
rdb vety high; and from the melted fub** 
ii!ances which pemeoted its fabriCi wa$ gra- 
dually > for mec^ j^ it were, agreatpafly, with 
a very broad ilope. 

lu the fequel, -every thing became (lill by 
degrees. The fire and fmoke diminiflied, the 
fubterraneous thunder became tolerable, and 
it3 burfls, though ftill frequent, were no longer 
fo .frightful. 

On the 15th of July, the day being fine, 
the fea calm^ and the fire very moderate, fome 
perfons belon^ng to Sant.obin wiflied to 
have a near v^ew of the new ifland. They took 
cadre to provide themfelves with a boat well 
caulked, find whofe feams wer^s filled with 
oakum ftrongly xjhinced. They went ftraight 
to that fide of the ifland where the fea did not 
boil up, but where it fmoked very much, 
Sc^trcely had the inquifitive party reached this 
fH^oke, than they all felt a fuffbcating heat, 
which afFefted them. They put their handsf 
iatb the water, and found it fcalding; they 
were as yet, however, only within five hundred 
yards of the land. There not being a probv 
bility of their proceeding farther that way, 
they turned towards the point moft diftaut 
jp(9i9 tbe great crater, and at whicli the ifland 

had 
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hadx^onilantly increafed in length. The fir^^ 
ivhich was ftlU there, and the iin^ whicli 
boiled ut> with fuiy, obliged thdm to take a 
long circuit; even yet they fblt t violtot heat. 
They landed on the Great KamhIiki, whenc^s 
they had the convenience of examining, with- 
out much danger, all the real length of the 
ifland, and particularly the fide which they 
had not been able fo fee from ScAro. The 
ifland, with refpe6); to its oblong figure, might 
probably then be two hundred ittt in its 
greateft height, a mile and upMrards ih itk 
greatell breadth, and about five miles in cir^- 
cumference, 

Afltr this examination, the obfervers agaiil 
felt a flrong defire to approach the iiland, 
and to attempt once more to land there, at 
the place called, for a long time, the White 
IJland. For feveral months this place had 
no longer increafed, and never, during that 
time, had either fire or fmoke been remarked^ 
AVhen they were within two hundred yards ctf 
it, they perceived that, by dipping the hand 
into the water, the more they approached, thfc 
warmer it became. They hove the lead ; aH 
the line, which was ninety-five fathoms long; 
was employed, without finding any bottom. 
They were within two hundred yards of the 

]fland> 
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kland, and while they were deliberating whe- 
ther they fliould advance farther, or turn 
back, the great crater began to play with its 
ufual crafh and impetuofity. The wind, which 
was frefli, carried over the boat the thick 
cloud of afhes and fmoke which thenqe iflued ; 
the peribns who were in it were quite covered 
with thefe, which made them think of rowing 
off very quickly, and alfo very opportunely; 
for they were fcarcely a mile and a half from 
the iHand, before the hurly-burly foon recom- 
menced, and the crater threw into the place 
which they had juft quitted a quantity of fi^ry 
ftones. On arriving at Santobin, it was dif- 
covered that, the great heat of the water had 
melted almoft all the pitch from the feams of 
the boat, which began to open on all fides. 

Till the 15th of Auguft, of the fame year, 
1708, the ifland vomited fire, fmoke, and 
burning ftones,^ always with a great noife, 
yet lefs than that of the preceding months. 

This account of a judicious eye-witnefs, on 
the fubjed of a very extraordinary event, . 
which happened in our time, has appeared tO' 
me too intereiling not to be related almoft 
from beginning to end, with the more reafon, 
as it is to be found only in a rather fcarce col- 
leftion, entitled ** Ze^ Memoires dts Mijlfions 
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** rftf la Compagnie de JSfus dans le Le- 

After the author of the account had quitted 
Santorin, the new ifland rifcn from the fea 
in the gulf, between the Great and the Little 
Kammisni, continued for a long time to caft 
forth flames; a thick fmoke, and large mafles 
of Hones. But the explpfions fucceffively be- 
came lefs frequent and lefs violent; they at 
length ceafed, and nothing more was heard 
but the hollow noife of the boiling up of the 
fubftances which the fubterraneous fires keep 
in fuiion, at an immenfe depth, in the bowels 
of the earth; 

The volcano is at prefcnt in a ftate of iff- 
a6^ion, at leaft externally ; the fmall ifland is 
quiet, but its afpe6l has ftill fomething fright- 
ful. At a diftance, it appears quite black; 
if you approach it, you there find the med- 
ley of fubftances decompofed by fire and 
fallen again confufedly, after having been 
driven into the air with a crafli ; . it is fur- 
rounded by torrents of fulphur; every thing 
there is burnt or calcined ; every thing there 
bears the impreffion of thofe terrible conflagra- 
tions, with which Nature has burnt the very 

* VoL i. pages 126 and following. 
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bofom of the globe; ^every thing there- re- 
traces the prefage of frefli cataftrophes, of 
frefli eruptions. 

Symptoms fo frightful, convulfions fo vio- 
lent, which nothing can refift, and which 
mock the power and the precautions of man-, 
kind, were, doubtlefs, Sufficient to ftrike the 
fuperftitious and weak imagination of the 
Greeks. The new ifland is in their eyes the 
work of hell ; demons have ihere efiabliihed 
thieic abode; they there fet up a dreadful 
uproar ; and, impelled by a diabolical malig- 
nity, they make a paftime of letting go the 
cables of veffels which mariners have the te- 
merity to make fail to it. The Greek biihop 
of Santorin goes thither fometimes, to dif- 
play the power of exorcifm ; and though the 
noife does not difcontinue,. and'vetfeb and 
boats are as frequently fet adrift, the prelate ^ 
enjoys the fatisfaftion of feeing his credulous 
flock thoroughly convinced o( the efficacy of 
his pious ceremonies. 

But this uproar, which hdly water cannot 
appeafe, is owing to the very nature of the 
new ifland. It is fometimes the hoUgw and 
deep roaring of the volcano, and almoft always 
the ihock of the waves againft the partitions 
of cavities entirely formed of calcined ^tnd 

X 2 fonorous 
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fonorous rocks. The piercing cry of mews, 
gulls, and other birds which there take refuge, 
on the approach of any new obje6l, are blended 
with founds loud and mournful, becaufe they 
iffue from deep caverns ; and this difcordance 
of grave and iharp tones forms, indeed, an 
uproar worthy of hell itfelf, which, neverthe- 
lefe, has no more to do with it than vith the 
cables of the veffels, that lofe their hold from 
a caufe equally fimple and equally natural. 
In fa6^, the prominent points, which prefent 
greater facility for making faft to them the 
moorings, belong to rocks burnt and of no 
great confiftency, which the motion of' the 
veflel caufes to break eafily, as foon as fhe is 
agitated by the wind or waves. 

The new ifland is about a league in cir- 
cumference. All round, but very clofe to it, 
the depth of water is from thirty to thirty-five 
fathoms : farther off, no bottom is to be found. 
From the rocks of the ifland is frequently de- 
tached a quantity of fragments of pumice* 
ftone, which, floating on the furface of the 
fea, are driven on the coafts of the iflands of 
the Archipelago, where I have feen feveral 
of them caft on fl:ore, being fwept away by 
the winds. The quantity of thefe light pro- 
ductions of volcanoes, thrown up by the new 

ifland^ 
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iflandy was fo confiderable 'during the begins* 
ning of its aflonifliing appeai*ance, thatahe 
fea of the Archipelago was covered with 
them, and feveral harbours were choked up 
up to fuch a degree, that no veffel, however 
fmall, could get out, unlefs a pafTage were 
cleared for her by means of poles*. 

Mould; or vegetable earth, does not yet 
cover, in any place, a calcined foil, whofe 
fupei-ficies has been expofed to the air and 
the rains only for too ihort a time paft to be 
decompofed by thefe agents, fo aAive, but 
as flow as thofe of its formation were quick 
and impetuous. The Little Kammeni, where 
are feen fix craters by which the volcano vo* 
mited forth the fubftances that compofe it, is 
equally naked and barren; but the Great 
Kamkeni, more ancient, is covered with a 
thin (Iratum of a duil, which allows a few 
herbs to* grow in it The Ifle pf Aspronisi, 
the Thbrasja of the ancients, is clothed with 
verdure^ and on it are feen a few trees thinly 
{battered. 

In. thefe feas, the theatre of the mod fur- 
prifing operations of Nature, we mud expe6l 

I 

* Siee Thbvbnqt> Relation ^un Vcyagt au Lrvant» 4to* 
chap. lx?iii. page 294. 
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new cataftrophes, as well as the fudden ap- 
pearance of new lands. A ihoal, the foun- 
dation of an ifland, gains in height from day 
to day. Not a hundred years fmce there were 
on it eighteen fathoms water ; when I vifited 
thefe parts, there were no more than five or 
fix ; and this ground, in all probability, has 
fince rifen much more. 

Lands, relling on numerous cavities, the 
walls of which are deficcated and without con- 
fiftency, which gulfs, where' a terrible and 
lading fire is kept up, undermine and confume, 
are neceffarily expofed to* commotions and 
convulfions ; and thefe ihocks are fometimes 
felt at fea, at a rather confiderable diftance 
from the iflands. An officerof the navy, very 
worthy of credit, who, in 1775, commanded 
the HiRONDELLE vcficl of wdr, related to me, 
that, being at fea pretty well in with the Ifiand 
of Santokin*, and to the weft of it, he 
experienced, during the night, very violent 
eft*e6la of an earthquake. The mafs of the 
waters was fo iliaken by it, that the velfel re- 
ceived fonie very violent fliocks, which fpread 
an alarm among the crew, and made them 
fuppofe that ftie had ftruck on afunken rock. 
The animals contained in the fliip, flieep, dogs, 
and poultry, began at the fame time to cry in 

an 
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ij\ extraordinary manner, and, by their agi- 
tation and their clamours, manifeiled that they 
partook of the terror by which the men were 
ftruck. 

However, earthquakes are lefs frequent at 
SantjOrin, in our time, than they were at 
the periods when the volcanoes difplayed the 
terrible a6iivity of their- fubterraneous fires; 
thofe great phenomena of Nature no longer 
fpread terror there but at remote intervals. 
We are ignorant at what epoch the ifland 
dropped the name of Calljste, in order to 
aflume that of Theua^ or at what time it be* 
gan to be called Savt Erinj, from the name 
of St. Ir£.na, the patronefi of the ifland. 
Of Sant Erin I has been made Sax to a in* 
Be this as it may, if in former times this 
country deferved the name of CallistE, the 
Beautiful I/land, we may at this day give it, 
Tvith full as good reafon, that of hideous. On 
all fides, is feen there the aftion of volcanoes ; 
every thing is confumed by fire, calcined, 
thrown o.ut, and heaped up in horrible con* 
fufion. Enormous mailes of burnt rocks, of 
a blackifh gray, inacceflibte, and fcarcely to 
be approached, furround it towards the fea; 
at their foot are bottomlefs gulfs ; in the in-r 
terior^ lava, pumice-ftones, pozzolana, every 
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volcanic fubftance there forms the foil: no 
woods, no rivers, no rivulets; it is an appen- 
dage which fire feems to have condemned to 
an eternal aridity. 

We fhould not, indeed, expeSt to meet with 
fertile diftrifts amidft all the elements of fte- 
rility. Corn of various fpecies grows very 
well on ilrata of afhes and pumice-ftones ; 
cotton thrives there equally well ; fruit-trees 
there take root, and diffufe fome agreeable- 
nefs ; in fliort, beautiful vineyards there pro- 
duce wines much efteemed, but fulphurous, 
which, with cotton and the fine callicoes that 
are there manufa6lured, render Santorin 
one of the mod trading iflands in the Archi- 
pelago. At the time when Tourn5;fort 
travelled, the French had a conful there; but 
he has been withdrawn with the trade which 
they carried on at this ifland. Two biihops, 
one of the Greek church, and the oth^r of 
the Latin, guide their refpeftive flocks, at 
the fame timeharaifing each other incefiaritly^ 
and difputing on matters which the one un- 
derftands no better than the other. France 
maintained there Jefuits and Capuchins, who 
fcarcely agreed belter than the bifhops. 

The inhabitants have no other water than 
that of citterns: it is alfo in this calcined 

rock, 
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rock, of a confiftence fo flight, that they 
build or rather excavate their houfes, the 
greater part of which have an arched roof. 
Santorin, without being precifely an un- 
wholefome place of refidence, is not exempt 
from dangers. The volcanic vapours which 
are there inhaled, aife6i; the health, and thofe 
who remain long expofed to them, are fubjeQ 
to confumptive complaints. 

On the fouth part of Saktorin was built, 
on the fummit of a mountain, called in our 
days St. Stephen's Mountain, a flouriihing 
town, the capital of the ifland, whofe name 
of Thera it bore. Its ruins fiill atteft its an-* 
cient magnificence. Here was a temple de* 
dicated to Neptune, and another to Apol- 
lo, to whom the whole ifland was confecrated. 
TouBNKFORT mcutions fome infcriptions of 
Thera*, and Choiseul-Gouffier gives the 
drawings of fragments of fuperb monuments, 
and, in particular, of two large ftatues, which 
are fpoken of in the infcriptions, and which 
the people of Thera had eie£ied in honour 
of the £mper<n^ Marcus Aubelius and 
Antoninus. Thefe ftatues, of tolerably 
haiidibme ex^ution, are in marble, but at 

* y^age au Levant, YoK L page 27s- 
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prdent are headlefs*, and lying on the 
ground. 

A iingttlar cuftom, which is not to be met 
with in the hiftpry of any other people, was 
eftablifhed at Thera. The^ neither mourned 
for children who died before feven years of 
age, nor for men who died turned of fifty ; 
the latter^ becaufe they had probably lived 
long enough ; and the former, becaufe it was 
not thought that they had yet entered into 

lifef. 

The mod agreeable place in Santorik is 
Pyroos, a fmall town built on a little hill, 
whence is difcovered the two ieas, and the 

« 

mod beautiful diilri&s of the ifland. At the 
foot of this hill is a cove, fit only for the re- 
ception of the boats of the country, and in- 
deed they are not there always in fafety ; for 
when the wind and the fea rife and are agi- 
tated, they are forced to abandon it, and gain 
a fmall bay, more fheltered and more fafe, to 
the northward of Cape Apanomkrja^ and un- 
der another fmall town which bears the name 
of Sas Nicolo. The latter is fituated on a 

# 

* F^ge PUtnrtfipte it la Grhe, vol.»L page 37» an4 
plate XLix. 

f Idem, ibid* 

lofty 



' GREECfi AND TURKEY. 3tj 

lofty eniiiience, formed of enormous groups 
of burnt rocks, flanding perpendicular on the 
margin of the abyfs of the fea, and threaten- 
ing to ingulf themfelves there with the in- 
habitantSy who have eftablifhed their refidence 
on a bafe fo unfubllantial, and whofe afped; in* 
ipires horror. 

Between San Nicolo and Pyrcos, at the 
extremity of the horfe-flioe which the Ifland 
of Santorin forms to the weft, and on a 
point which proje^iis towards the Kammeni 
Jflandsy ftands the caftle of Scaro, whofe 
iituation is ftill more frightful than that of 
Sa N N 1 c o Lo. The rocks of this narrow capa 
are likewife calcined^ but higher and more 
fhattered than in any place on the coaft ; fo 
that Sc A Ro appears half-fufpended above hor- 
rible precipices which terminate at the fea; 
while a part of thefe fame rocks, almoil re- 
duced to aflies, overlooks the little town on 
one fide, and threatens every moment to crufh 
it. 

Pyrgos, San Nicolo, and Scaro, are 
the only three placts of any confequence in^x 
the Ifle of Santo Rtiif : there are fome village* / 
in the interior, and the whole population, 
aflembled, may form a mafs of eight or ten 
thoufand mhabitantS; induftiious and aCtive^ 

5 but, 
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but, like their bifliQpSi frequently divided by 
religious opinions, and exafperated againft 
each other, fome being catholics, and others 
declared heretics; all very credulous, very 
headflrong in matters of theology, and en- 
deavouring continually to extend their creed 
and their domination, at the expenfe of their 
adverfaries. 

The inhabitants of Santorjn ihare, with 
thofe of a great number of other iflands, the 
advantage of having no Turks among them. 
Their coafis affording no harbours and places 
for anchoring, they are not frequented by fhips 
of war belonging to the Ottoman navy, and 
fcarcely ever by corfairs. In paying tbe tri- 
bute which is exafted from them, they are left 
tormented than many other iflanders, and 
they can give themfelves up, with greater 
fafety and tranquillity, to the labours of cul- 
ture and the concerns of their traffic. 

Thefe induflrious Greeks were fo fully fen- 
fible of the value of this fort of liberty, ac- 
quired by the fuuation of their ifland, that 
they employed, within thefe few years, every . 
means imaginable to prevail on two learned 
travellers, Olivikr and Bruguiere, not 
to abandon them to the barbarous fifcal power 
of the Turks, by cauiing to be worked im 

their 
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their ifldnd the pozzolarta, of excellent qua-' 
Jity, which is there to be found in abun- 
dance, and which was intended for con- 
firu£tingy in the harbour of Constanti- 
no ple, a baiin on the plan of that of 
Toulon*. No doubt, very commendable 
motives of public intereft and perfonal ge- 
ncrofity determined thofe learned travellers 
to rejed the offers of the Greeks of San; 
TORIN, as they had before refufed the pro- 
poials, very advantageous, but of another 
kind, made to them by fome Armenians. In 
this, as in many other circumftances, the 
laws of humanity could not tally with the 
rules of policy. Officers belonging to the* Ot- 
toman Porte came into the midft of the inha- 
bitants of Santo KIN, to employ violence 
and injuftice, for the purpofe of taking them 
from peaceable and profitable labours, and of 
convening them to extraft the volcanic fub- 
flance, the beginning of a local tyranny, 
which, till then, they had had the happinefs to 

• Report of Travels performed, by order of the govern-, 
ment* in the Ottoman Emfirt, Egypt, and Perfia, during 
the firft fix years of the Republic, read to the National 
Inilitnte by Citizen Olivier, aflbciated member, in the 
fitting of the 26th Pluvoife.— itfa^^ji kncyclop. fourth 
year> vol. vi. No. xzii. page 196. 
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avoid, and of a lading hatred agamfl: the 
French, whom they will long confider as the 
authors of their misfortune. 

The Ifle of SAN;roRlN is by no means broad> 
and may be eftiniated at feven or eight leagues 
in circuit. From the top of its mountains is 
difcovered the Ifland of Candia, which is 
diftant from it about eighteen leagues. Two 
leagues to the fouth-weft of Santorin, lie 
two iflets, little known, becaufe they are alto- 
gether uninterefting, and refpeding which it 
was not in my power to procure any informa- 
tion. They are named the Great and the 

Uttk CHR1STIA^U. 
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CHAPTER XVI.- 



I 

IJUmd of Candia. — Adoantages of its pofition. 
— Peculiar direQien in which it Uesj and 
coffjeBures re^eBing itsformation. — Canea. 
— Savary. — Hi^ abilities, his charoBery kis 
amiablenefs. — French confuls at Canea. — 
The Author meets with one of his country^ 
women. — Oli'oe-oil. — Capuchin. — Praoengal 
renegade. — Janizary. — Greek mahks. 



Thrice have I vifited the Ifland of CawT- 
]>IA ; thrice have I landed on the ihores of 
that famous country, which, under the name 
of Crete, ^vas rendered lUufirious by the in^- 
fiitutions of Minos, the hundred cities which 
it contained, and the courage of its inhabit- 
tants; which, in times lefs remote, became 
the magnificent domain of the Republic of 
Venice, and the theatre of the fignal valour 
of its armies ; and which at length fhares th^ 
common lot of misfortune attached to every 

Qountry 
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couatty fubje6); to the monftrous domination 
of the Ottomans. 

My firft vifit to this ifland was in the 
Atalante frigate, on board of which J failed 
to Egypt; the polacre in which I embarked 
at Alexandria landed me there a fecond 
time; and I returned thither 6nce more in the 
MiGNONNE, another frigate, commanded by 
D'Enteeca$teaux. I have availed myfelf 
of the ftay, more or lefi long, >vhich I made 
there : and, without dwelling on the periods 
ot thefe different voyages, or fubjeding myfelf 
to give diftinft details pf them, I ihall com- 
prefs into one fingle point the remarks which 
I collefted at thefe different periods. 
' The Ifland of Candia is the largeft in 
the Mediterranean, of which its pofidon 
feems to infure it the empire and the com- 
merce. It is, in fa6l, at no great difiance 
from Africa, Asia, and Europe: fome of 
Its harbours ate equally good and fpacious ; 
it would be an eafy matter to prepare there 
expeditions for the three quarters of the globe. 
Its inhabitants are numerous and a6iive; the 
very diverfified produtlions of its territory 
poflefs the qualities calculated to bring them 
into requeft; the nature of its foil, the mild- 
ncfs of its climate, promife comfort and agree- 

ablenefs ; 
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aalcnefs; and this (Country might be agaiii, 
as in very ancient times, the IJland of the 

hlefed*, if the laws of Minos, which HoMEft 

, •  • . . » ' 

confidered as emanating from JupIteb him- 
felff, could once more govern a people, wfaof<i 
ancient !;reatne& has heen effaced uiider the 
-iinpreflioQ of a difgraceful fervitude. 

Like the greater part df the iilands of the 
AacHipElAGO, this is much longer that! 
broad; it is reckoned to be two hundred 
leagues in circumference ; it is partly fituated 
under the 35th degree of latitude, and is 
<x>mprifed between the 24th and S7th degrees 
bf longitude j;. But what has Hitherto efcaped 
remark, but whicli^ lieverthelefsj is an impor- 
tant obfervation, is, that all the other ffland^ 
of the fame fea lie, with refpc6i to their length, 
• in a north and foiith dire^tidn^ with more 
or lefs inclination towarjcls the eaA or weft; 
whereas the liland of Candia extends front 
eaft to ^eil; it appears to be a Idtigc bafe, 
on which the whole ARcHiFictAGb repofesi 
This peculiar dire6):ion indicates a different 



* MacaH0t ii(/h:'^Yidit lis. Hi&./tiiti lib. iv. Cap4 

f Odyfley^ book jdx. 
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origin. The lilands of the JEgean Sea are 
the fumniifs of mountains, which belong to a 
Country whofc plains have been fubraerged by 
a fudclen irruption of the waters of the Black, 
Sea*. The cffe<5^s of this vaft fubmerfion are 
«ifcbverable ni the form of the maffes which 
it has fuifercd to fubfift, and which have all 
'pref(?rved a direflion parallel to the current 
that has infulated them, and whofe impetuQ- 
fity has been broken againft the' Ifland of 
'Candia, on which it has been unable to 
'"make any imprefllon. May it not be fuppofed 
that thefe very waters, of a rapidity fo vio- 
lent, and a part of which was direfted towards 
thefouth-eaft, repelled by- the lands of SmiA, 
niqy have exercifed their aftion in a direftion 
coii^trary to their firft impulfe, and have de- 
^tached froiii Avuica the Ifland of Candia, 
'by inundating the low lands by which they 
were united? And this conjecture of the 
ancient jun6iion of Candia with the coaft 
of Barbary acquires an additional degree 
of probability, m hen we pay attention to the 
ihallownefs of the channel which feparateli' 
them, and whofe bottom every where affords 
foundings. 

However it may be in regard to thefe hy- 

potbefes, which I offer with diffidence, the 
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ntand of CaiTdia has alfo another affinity 
to the other iflands of this fame pirt of the 
MeDltERUANEAN : a chain of niolintainS 
traverfes it in its length ; but its territory id 
the 'mod hilly of all. 

In coming frbm the Weft, the firfe land dif- 
covefed is a' pdint ftretching very far into theS 
Tea, and which, on that Account, is called 
Cape Spaha, anciently the promontory of 
PsAcuk. This lou^ point forms, with Cape ^ 
Mllecca or MbLEKy which oiir navigators call 
Mtii^Ttj formerly CiAiiivis\ a Urge bay, at the 
head of which lie the harbour and the towii 
of CAiJEA. It is an opinion, iather geiie- 
iuHy received, thdt It is built on the fit^ of 
CYDomA or Cydon^ a fiouriihing city df an- 
cient Crete. No Veftige of ahcieht edifice^' 
is thete^ tu be perceived ; and it is only front 
what hiftorians and geographers have tranf^^ 
Initted to us on th^ fuhjefl, that We determine 
this pofition; 

The modern town has ndthing retnarkable; 
llie fotiti of its buildings is the fame as in 
bll the East i that is, that in lieu of roo&^ ^ 
inclined and forming a rid^e, they have a 
fiat covering, without tiles or dates, and in 
the form of ^a terrace. The greater part have 
only one ftory: the ftreets are laid out by 
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the iiiie; feme are tolerstbly >vi3cf, tncl foiift-* 
tains flpw with an abundaat ftrcam in the 
public fquares. SaVary^ who has frequently 
eiideavoured to embelUlh things the moft 
remote from beauty, fpeaks of the balconies 
that adorni the houfes by which the harbour 
is fur rounded, and from which, be fays, the 
profpeft is delightful*. The view extends, 
indeed, to a tolerable diftance, but only on 
the gulf formed by Cape Melecca aiid Cape 
Spa DA, and this fpace of fea is often nake^; 
veflels entering or going out of the harbour 
not being fo frequent as Savarv feems to 
intimate. On the other hand, the balcony^ 
whence this traveller difcovered a horizon 
which, in truth, prefents nothing charming^ 
becaufe the picture is deficient in points of 
view and motion, far from adorning the houfe 
of the French conful; fcrved rather to disfi- 
gure it. It was, in faft, -only -^ i»rretched 
circular wooden railing, on whicli it was 
hardly fafe to Hand, and at which ended a 
flight of fteps„ .or rather a wooden ladder, 
placed on the out fide, in ortler to form a com- 
munication with the upper ftory^ which was 
the confurs lodging. 

* * 
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This rage of' lending to objects the moft 
fimple a luftre of which they are frequently 
Xkol fufceptible, is perceivable in the letters 
which Savarv has written on Greecj:, wjth 
ftill more afFeftation than in his work refpeft* 
ing Egypt. The reader of them might ima- 
gine that he was perufmg Oriental tales. 
Whether tlie imagination of the author have ' 
acquired iiiore afcendency, through the habit 
of not being checked ; whether, yielding to 
his paflipu of painting fubje^^ which it was 
lieceffary only to fketch with e3;a6lqefs, jt may 
have become a ^natter of neppfljty tq Uiip to^ 
make them fliine with q. luftre in w^hi^h they 
were deficient ; his pencil has too frequently 
deviated, from the original, and his colouring 
has more than once difguifed auftere truth. 
His pictures, befides, however glowing they 
may be, are often placed uhfeafpnably and in 
'a wrong way. - We read, for example, with 
extreme pleafure, the portrait which, with a 
-light and fkilful hand, he draw& pf two hun$ 
belonging- to a conven,t of Gi'eek women of 
the environs of CANf:A; it is not ponible to 
prefent, with more art and agreeablenefs, the 
contraft of two figures, one of whom united 
all the charms qf youth and beauty, while 
the other exhibited the deep imprf (lion of old 
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age and (i^repitude. But was it worth while 
to travel info GaEECf to coinppfe thefe por- 
traits, which might, perhaps, pafs for por- 
traits of fancy? And in what monaftery of our 
countries liavq wc not feen both old and 
young nuns exhibiting t]\e fame features of 
difparity and contrail ? 

But if, as a traveller, Savauy . ftray? be- 
yond the limits which accuracy has prefcribedj^ 
he captivates his readers when we confider 
}iim as ^ writer. He pofleffes, in the higheft 
degree, the talent of feeling, and of making 
others feel deeply: his defcriptious are re- 
plete with warmth and life; his ftyle is bril- ' 
Hafit, like his imagination ; and the exube-: 
ranee of his fancy is, as it were, ojtily a mifiake 
of his ardent mind, which endeavoured to ani- 
tnate every thing around it, aud to cUffufe. 
the delightful tints of the feeling bj- which 
it was fired. 

To thefe rare and amiable qualities of mind, 
Savary joined a plain and fimple exterior; 
he was endowed -with natural beneficence, 
which made him beloved, as the integrity of 
his charader gained him efteem. His con- 
verfation, like all his habits, had nothing 
fiudied: he feemed to have referred the fire 
of his genius for his writings; and, when one 
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Jicard him fpeak, one dki not cxpeft to enjoy 
fo much pleafijre in reading him. I had feen 
him in EcrYPx: I met with him again, ia 
1780, at Cane A, He had followed the for- 
•tiih^s of his worthy and refpeftable friend, 
M, De Kekcy, whom, againft every appear- 
ahce of fuccefs, M.- De Tott, appointed by 

 the court infpeftor-general of the fea-port 
towns of the Levant, had fent to^DAMfr 
ETTA, ill order to exercife tliere the^funftions 
of vice-conful. M. De Kehcy was fooa 
forced to quit fo dangerous a poft: he came 
to fill tli^ place of conful at Canij:^, where 
I had great reafon to be well fatisfied with 

. the polite attentions of twp friends, equally 
commendable from. their i^irtues and their 
merit; and the lines which I havejuft con^ 
fecrated to the memory of one of them> 
towards whom, whether he may have, been 
praifed or blamed, the worl^l have almoft 
alwaj's been unjuft, are the expreffion of 
truth, and of the fentimeats with which they 
have inlpired me. 

The French conful who refided at Cane A, 
before M. De Keiicy, was married to a young , 
woman, born in the fame pjace, and ia the 
fame diftrict as myfejf : our families had been 
for a long time united; and the renewal of 
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acquaintance, which did oot take plac6 till 
after the expiration of 9. fe>v days, had fomo- 
thing theatrical, \h\t at tlie fame time very 
agreeable- A man muft have paHed feverjrl 
years out of his own country, have travelled 
over very dif?ant and dangerous regions, to 

. experience the gratification arifing from the 
meeting with one of his relations^ or per- 
fons who remind him of thofe he loves,* as 
well as of the pleafing habifs of the early 
part of life. I know not whether my young 
countrywoman found herfclf happy from a 
union which Hymen had formed, withont 
having lighted it with liis torch, fince there 
exiiled too gicat a difparity of age and pcrfon, 
even without having added to it the ^chaims 
or corifolations of fecundity. But fdme aper^ 

' tures, almoft imperceptible, with which the 
floors, the doors, and the partitions of the 
apart ment3, were, if I may fo fay, pierced 
like a fieve, led me to think that the eye of 
jealoufy was there on the watch, and that 
the flag which waved over the conful's houfe, 
was not a talifman fi^ffioiently powt^rful for 
introducinij French confidence, nor for avert- 
iugthe abfurd ti\\d ftcrn incrcdulitjfc of the 
MulTillmans, on the fubjeft of the nioft inte- 
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$efting attribute of beauty, the fidelity of 
womeni 

Several houfes of Marseilles alfo main- 
tained faftors at Can ea ; their principal eom-r 
merce confifted of a quantity of olive-oil^ 
which the Iflahd of Candia furni/heai, and 
which ferved to fupply our foap manufa^o- 
ries. Every year tlicre >ras made of this 
article as much as loaded twenty veflel«i, 
which were difpatched to France; and tliefc 
fame vdTels brought back to the Turks ma- 
nufaftured foap f but this branch of national 
induftry had loft much of its importance, 
through the imprudent combinations of fomc 
Frenchmen, who had inftru6lcd the Turks of 
Canea to make foap, and had direded this 
man ufaft lire. 

Btfides the conful and the merchants, there 
was alfo at Canea a French Capuchin, ,who 
officiated as their chaplain. The houfe which 
he occupied in the interior of the town was 
open to ftrangers, who there found lodging 
and board at a very moderate price, and which 
the obliging friar always left at the difpofal 
of his boarders. I lodged there on my fecond 
yoyage, and I had every reafon to be fatisfied 
with the attentions and the good company of 
my landlord, lie had to ferve him, both at 

table 
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table and at the altar, a little Greek belong^ 
ing to the Ifle of Cerigo, who fpoke French 
tolerably well; he hacl the complaifance.to 
allow this youth to attend me, on my. de- 
parture from Cane A, that he iliight ferve as 
my interpreter during the remainder of my 
travels. 

In order to anfwer.the fame objeft, in thev. 
various excurfipns which I niade in Candia, 
I took v^ith me a Provencal renegado, a mod 
wretched failor, who, to efcape a juft pun ilh- 
ment, had pretended to embrace the religion 
' of Mahomet. He was a gunner at the fort 
of SuDA, tliough he had never been employed 
in the fervice of the artillery; and, in this 
^liew (lation, he paffed for a very ikilful perfoii 
in the eyes of his companions, whofe igno- 
rance in gminery was ftill much greater, 
^otwithflanding his pretended abilities, this 
man lived in a low and even abje6l ftate: he 
was perfcftly acquainted with the hulk of the 
people, in the midft of whom he dragged on 
his debafed exiftence, and whofe confidence 
he had not found means to gain by adopting 
their religious principles and habits; he like- 
wife did jufticc to himfelf, and truth fomcr 
times cfcaped him on this fubjett in a very 
ingenuous manner. It pccurted to him, when 
3 we 
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ire. were travelUn g, to recommend to me to keep 
. my property always at my elbow—" Becauji^ 
iaid he, ** in this countrrj you qught to miftrufi 
* * every onc^ and me in particular. " A coiv- 
feffion of fuch ^ nature gave me the meak 
Aire of the confidence which I might have 
Jh this wretch: I muft/ however, acknow- 
ledge, that he never robbed nor cheated me, 
although I did not always take fuch pre- 
cautions as the little faith he himfeif had in 
his own honefty prompted him to point out 
to me. 

To proteft me from all infult, there had 
been appointed to attend me, when I wont 
out of the town, a janizary, who was, perhaps^ 
the Iiandfomeily the mod robuft, and the ^ 
moft mufcular man ^hat I ever beheld in my 
life. He mij^ht a!fo be reckoned one of the . 
moft mifchievous. He was the terror of the 
country-places. Conftantly armed from top to 
toe, on every occafion he made ufe of his 
weapons; threats were incelfantly in his 
mouth} and his (lern countenance, his lar^ 
. fparkling eyes, hisburftsofpalTion, hisitature, 
and his ftrength, caufed their eirert.s to Ijq 
dreaded. He treated the Greeks as a fervile 
herd; blows with hisftick, or his fal>rc, were 
dealt out to them, and even piftols difdiarged 
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•at them, on the fmalleft refiftance. This' 
Turk, who belonged to Candia, hA^ been 
prefented to me as a bold and enterprifing 
man, and thofe who gave him that charaftcr 
"were not miftak^n: they would have been 
equally jufiified in defcribing him as a dan- 
gerous and ungovernable robber. But this 
fellow, furious towards others, was always 
very mild with me : he was capable of feel- 
ing, that, being in my pay, he was bound 
to obey me ; and never did he fail to do fo, 
at Icaft in every thing in which I was ^>er- 
ibnally concerned. However, this fort of 
command which I had over him, did not 
extend fo far as to prevent him from ufing 
ill the Greeks who happened to be too flow 
in executing his orders, in the villages where 

' we (lopped, nor from making me alight at all 
the convents which lay near our route, how- 
ever clofe they were to each other. He there 
ordered a collation j caufed himfelf to be 
ferved with the bed wines, with which be 
got drunk in fpiteof ^IahOmet; fpread con- 
fufion and terror through the whole monfiftery j 

•and did not quit it till after he bad gorged 
himfelf with meat and drink, in the hope of 
foon meeting with another halting- place, in 
order that he n)ight there renew the iamc 
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orgies aitd the fame uproar. I carefully 
concealed myfelf from him, when I offered 
to the monks a jiift indemnification : they did 
not accept it themfelves but with trembling ; 
and they would have been undone, had i^ 
been perceived by my impetuous companion. 
Thefe poor friars pitied me very lincerely for 
being, as it were, in his hands ^ and they 
were at a lofs to conceive how I did not alfo 
become the viftini of his paflionate and vio- 
lent difpofition. 

If the foul of thefe monks had not been 
debafed by flavery, with what torments would 
it not have rent, on recoUefting that their 
nation was formerly celebrated for its power 
and greatnds; on refleding that^ defcendants 
.of t}ie valorous Cretans, they had terminated 
a long career of glory, to become the flaves 
of a barbarian, and the fport of his brutality ! 
But the habit of misfortune, the groffeil ig- 
norance^ and the exercife of fuperftition, have 
degraded them to fuch a degree, that we are 
tempted to ceafe tq pity them, as foon aj3 
we are acquainted with their difpoiition. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Excurjion to Cape Melecca* — ^'o/ir^w/ (f thi 

Trinity. — Injcriptioii. — Afonks of the TA* 

• uity. — Their way of lifcy their tables thUf 

habitation^ their fituation in regard to the 

 

Turks. — Comparifon betTceen this monajlerjf 
and thofe of the Defert of Nitria, in EgypU 
^Fowling. — Birds. — Agriculture. --^IVheati 
— rBarlejf, — Lupins.r^Rainy feafon. 

The wide promontory, known by the hatn^ 
of Cape M^LtccA, prefenting fcveral obje6to 
of cuiiofity, I failed not to go thithei*. I 
• made this little excui-fion on horfe-back; thif 
Prench vice-conful, And three captains o^ 
merchant- veffcls, at anchor in the harbour of 
Canea, wiflied to be of the party. It was 
in the month of November. We faw 6n oui* 

r 

route a great many gray wagtails, and a 
much greater number of thrullieS. 

At half a day's jpurney from the town o£ 
Canea flands the convent of Uie Trinitt, 

built 
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Duilt agalnil a high mountain of arid and 
. accumulated rocks. This ground^ gloomy and 
wildjj^ throws Out the luminous parts of the 
pi6lure, and forms an agreeable contraft with 
the fields which lie in front. It is a large, 
cultivated plain, interfered by patches of 
.vines, and lialf /haded by a quantity of olive- 
trees, planted at fome diftance from each other. 
In the middle of this plain, embelliihed by 
the richnefs of its produ6lions, an avenue of. 
cyprefs ^ trees leads to thd grand ft air-cafe of 
the monaftery. Other cyprefs and orange trees 
furrqund it, and form a charming profpeS. 

The convent is the work of the Venetians, 
it has th^e form of a parallelogram, and i$ 
extremely well built, llie church is in a 
very good tafte, and we fee with regret that 
it has not been finiOied. Its infide is* agree- 
ably decorated. On the portal are two in- 
fcriptions, the one in Greek, tlie other in 
I^tin, almoft unintelligible. The foUowinjg 
is the Latin infcription, which I have faith- 
fully copied, and which conveys no.high idea 
of the erudition of its author : 

PRBCLARO ASINVZAN CAROLE,- PROSAPIE, HIEREMIA5 
SAPIEin^ISSlMUS £T LAURENTIUS SOLERTISSIMOUS GER- 
MANI AMBO SACRIFiqi ETJNIVGES, MAffNA CUM IM^ 
PENSA ET ACRIMONIA TALIA GESSERUNT ILLB ENIM 
^VFFIGIEirrER IKCEWI LABOREM IMPENDIT QTJE CO^. 
• ' ^ FECIT 
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FECIT HONESTE* Hl^VERO PROPAGATOR ILLJUS V0t4 
lUPPLBVIT KELIQUUM ET HOC PERPULCHRUM FUtofe 
tUS TEMPLUM INSTAURAVIT. 

The n'amts of the two founclers 6^ the con- 
Veutare ihentlonecl in this inscription, ofvcrf 
whim ficat Latin; biit, at tKe faine time, th6 
cflential point is oriilttcd, that is, the date. -^ 

All the cells of the convent arc far frorfi 
being occupied. A hundred friar s dwe lt herfe 
formerly; when Tourxefout arrived, the 
community was compofcd of fifty only, and 
t found here no more than twelve. So rapid 
a diminution in this tribe o£^cgnobites arifei; 
not, as might be imagined, front an indiffe* 
rencc towards the hionaftic ftatte; it iis owing 
to tlie general depopulation, the ufaaliyiiip^ 
toms of the Turkifli gover nme nt, and whicli 
lias been felt in the Ifland of Ca^dia more 
forcibly than elfe where. ^ 

This fmall number of friars is ftill ^xpbfed 
to the violeiic^s of thefe fame Turks, inhabi- 
tant:^ of the towns of Candia, arid who havti 
a greJlt rouglinefc in their chari6lef. Any 
degree of aflluence, acquired by agriculture^, 
dares not fhew itfelf at the convent of the 
Trinity. That alylum of men, given up to 
lioble and ufeful labpurs, ^vhich fpread ov^r- 
the earth the! treafures.and the dr^ft of fecuii- 
dity, wQuUl neither be refpe^led nor fparect^ 

• did 
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did barbarians fufpeft riches there, or only 
abundance and a clioice of food. Accord- 
ingly thefe monks affeft to lead a poor life, . 
and they ftridly confine themfelves to bare 
neceffaries. The difplay of wretchednefs does 
not always proteft them from the vifits and 
ill ufage of their brutal rulers. Paflionate 
and mifchievous men come fometimes, and 
fpread terror within the wajls of a building 
Mhich commands refpe6l; and, taking an un- 
generous advantage of the fort of infaniy 
that they have attached to the name of 
Chriftian, and of the oppreffive and fhame- 
ful flavery to which they have reduced the 
people whom they hav6 fubjugated, and in 
whom the fliadow of refiftance would be a 
capital crime, they exaft, with fabres and 
piftols in their hands, refrefliments which it 
is frequently dangerous to refufe them. A few 
days prior to my excurlion to the Trinity, 
two Greek monks belonging to another con- 
vent, on the road of Retimo, were mafla- 
cred by fome Turks, who introduced them- 
felves into the houfe, during the night, in 
order to be revenged for a refufal which had 
been made to them, the day before, of a few 
cups of coffee. 

VOL. r^ z In 
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, In thefe fudden irruptions of robbery, the 
fituatioH of the fuperior of the monaftcry 
becomes very delicate; but the habit of 
feeing himfelf expofed to it, renders it, as 
it were, familiar. He is feen braving, with 
coolnefs, the threats of fiery paffion; fome- 
times employing the language of firmnefs; 
fometimes endeavouring to appeafe by the 
cringing tone of fervility, and altnoft always ' 
fucceeding in getting rid of his dangerous 
guefts, by exerting himfelf to prove to them, 
th^t it is impoifible that the houfe, too poor, 
fliould poifefs the means of gratifying their 
wiflies. This iingular part, a mixture of dig- 
nity and debafement, which frequently lails 
feveral hours, mud be very painful ; indeed, 
a man muft be a monk and a .Greek, to 
fuftain it for fo long a period. 

Secret receffes, almoft impoffible to be dif- 
covered, conceal from the refearches of pe- 
tulant avidity the choice provifions, which 
are thence brought forth only on certain 
occafions, fuch as the arrival of fome ftran- 
gers. Vifiters of this defcription are well 
received ; but this good reception is no more 
than the fliadow of decent hofpitality; it is 
interell alone that fuggefts it to the nionk^ 
and they never fail to give notic that no- 
thing 
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riling under their roof is gratuitous : they do 
not even M^ait for the effefts of generofity, 
not for thofe of a juft return of civil beha- 
viour; and, in lieu of relying on the delicacy 
of their guefts, they extort money from them 
in the moft vile and gtofs manner; fo that 
the duplicity and meannefs of their character 
Toon difpels the good ojpinion which may have 
been conceived of men eftimable under the 
confid^ration of induftry and labour. 

We found in their houfe a table ferved with 
fimplicity and neatnefs; the diflies were 
iabundant, but without feafoning; it was 
the luxury of frugality^ No other viands 
are here ferved up than thofe brought by 
vifiters; and we had provided ourfelves with 
Jbme poultry of the moft beautiful fpecies ; the 
iiens of Candia being, in general, very large, 
and having on their head a broad tuft of 
long feathers. But the moft delicious fruits 
Were here found in profufion ; freih olives, ap- 
ples, oranges, whofe peel is finer and pulp 
fwectef than thofe of Malta: fweet and 
J>erfumpd figs here formed a rich and brilliant 
variety, at the fame time that they flattered 
tht5 fmcH. Cakes of bahiiy honey, pure and 
wfcite as cryflal, and the moft beautiful ia 
the wpfld, rofe in the form of a pyramid in 
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the middle of this elegant courfe. The beft 
cheefes, made with the milk of ewes, were 
at the two ends of the table; and the heady 
and fweet wine, which was unadulterated, 
gave birth to gaiety among the guefls, and 
even unknit the gloomy brow of the monks, 
who, utterly indifferent as to the pleafure of 
* offering us this charming collation, experi- 
enced no fatisfaftion but in thinking of the 
recompenfe which they promifed themfelves 
for it. 

This convent of the Trinity offers nothing 
remarkable but its delightful fituation. The 
friars take care to make ftrangers go down to 
a little cellar, by no means curious, where 
they bury their dead. The heads of the 
two founders, whofe names are to be read iu 
the infcription which I have tranfcribed, are 
preferved in glazed clofets, and the monks 
ihew them with veneration, the confequence 
of habit rather than of gratitude. 

The tyranny of the Turks hangs heavy over 
this convent in more than one particular, as 
well as over all the others in the fame country. 
The friars who inhabit them are not allowed 
to add to the buildings which are confiru6ted 
there, nor to repair thofe which are falling 
into ruins. They have never been able to 

fucceed 
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fucceed iii obtaining leave to finifli their 
church ; and, when they wifli to make any re- 
pairs or emfbellifliments, they wait till a 
pacha, lefs ftern or more trafilable than they 
commonly are, comes to command at Cane a ; 
then they efteem themfelves happy to pur- 
chafe from him, at any price, permiffion to 
call in workmen. Thus it was that, a little 
time before my arrival, they had paid dearly 
for the right of gilding the fculpture of the 
farther end of their church. But thefe la- 
bours, although authorized by the gover- 
nor, muft be profecuted with caution. Car- 
ried too far, they awaken the cupidity of 
the Turks, who, conceiving too high an idea 
of the riches of the friars, would not fail to 
make them a pretext for frefli extortions. 
What a monftrous adihiniftration is that which 
puniflies, as a crime, the care of adorning and 
repairing our dwelling, and in which what- 
ever deferves the greateft encouragement is 
but a fource of calamity and oppreffion! 

We fpeut two days in this agreeable re- 
treat. Our time glided away in vifiting the 
beautiful plain, at the extremity of which 
it is fituated, in taking the diverlion of /hoot- 
ing, and ftrolling over the hills by which it 
is bordered: in the evening we re-s^flembled ; 
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the collatiou was prepar.ed^ and thq wbolo^ 
fome and delicious diihes ,of tvhich it wa^ 
compofed, could not, by a painful digeilion, 
difturb the repofe to M^hich gentle e^erpife 
had inclined us. 

When I compared this happy fituation to 
that in which I had found rayfelf, fome time 
before, in the hideous Coptic monaileries of 
the defert of St. Macarius, or of Nitria, 
in Egypt, how charming it appeared to me! 
.There a fiery climate, moving and hot fands, 
uncooled by any rain, unfought by any living 
being, a fcarce, harfh and unattraAive vege- 
tation, befpeak the languor of Nature. An 
enclofure of high walls, burning as the foil 
on which they ftand, faddens the mind and 
terrifies the fight; and when tlie traveller pe- 
netrates into that horrible prifon, h^ there 
finds only the fame nakednefs which reigns 
without; dens, rather than cells, deteftable 
water, lentil bread, and all the marks of the 
mod frightful wretchednefs. Here^ on tlie 
contrary, the temperature is mild ; the fertile 
earth is decked with the richeft produftions ; 
the profpcfls are cheerful ; here, every thing 
charms the fenfes, every thing is good and 
agreeable, with the exception of the govern- 
ment, 

X 
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ment, which we love to forget, wh«a we arc 
'Viiiting this delightful diftrid. 

Our fowling^ or, to fpeak more correftly, 
our walks, for they were not fatiguing^ pro^ 
duced us fcveral fpecies of birds. We pro* 
cured fome red *partridges ; two woodcocksi 
extremely lean, and the only ones that w« 
'met witli; and fome turtles, thruflies, and 
blackbirds, which are in confiderable num- 
bers on the olive-trees, whofe fruit they cat 
We likewife faw a great many larks, col- 
led;ed in numerous flocks in the fields ; and, 
on the olive-trees, chaffinches, titmice, gold- 
finches, bull-fiiuches, &c. I remarked^ that 
thefe lafl-mentioned birds did not alfemble 
feveral together, like the others; they ai^e 
feen only in pains: the male and female fol- 
lo\|r and keep near to each other ; they fre- 
quently call each other back, the male by a 
cry confifting of a fharp found, followed by 
two grave founds, fomewhat fimilar to that 
given by two little flones flruck the one 
againil the other. It is by thefe laft two 
tones only that the female anfwers. The 
bull-finches whiftle like the blackbird : means 
are even found to make them articulate words^ 
after the firing of their tongue has been cut. 

z4 Tlie 
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Thd natives w6re begihiiing to til! and few 
the lands. A fitigle ploughing preceded the 
fowing of wheat; and, for barley, they con- 
tented themfelves with fcatterins: it on *the 
ftubble, and then going over it with the 
plough, as I have feen praSifed in my o\vn 
country, even for wheat, by negligent and 
dilatory cultivators. Here, the furrows were 
not cut deeply; the farmers did no more than 
turn up the fnrface of the ground; and this 
flight culture, which is followed by plentiftil 
harvefts, is a certain indication of the fer- 
tility of the foil. On examination^ it proves, 
in faft, to be of the beft quality, reddifh, 
and of a good confidence, without being 
too compaft. 

This light, but fubftantial land, is alfo ex- 
tremely well adapted to tlie culture of lupins ; 
Avhole fields are fown with them. This le- 
gume is a very common food with the people 
ofCANDiA. In order to deprive it of the 
intolerable, tartnefs and bittcrnefs, which pre- 
vent its being made ufe of without dreflTmg, 
it is put to foak for five or fix days in fea- 
water ; it is then boiled and eaten, after being 
ftrippcd of its. fliell or huflc. 

Seed-time does nek take place in Caxdia 
till after the early rams, which, there com- 
monly 
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monly begin in Oftober. They happened 
later in 1778, and none were feen to fall, for 
the firft time of that feafon, till the 11th of 
November ; and, indeed, the plains were 
parched up, and the plants died from drought. 
Tlie early rains are accompanied by ftorms, 
boifterous winds, and claps of thunder. 

Winter, in the Ifland of Candia, is, pro- 
perly fpeaking, no more than a rainy feafon, 
during which the fky is more charged with 
clouds, and the heat lefs powerful, but never 
fo much as to make it neceflary to have re- 
courfe to artificial warmth : it is a period more 
temperate, more wet, but which is by no 
means rough or unpleafant. 

However, the high mountains are covered 
with fnow in this feafon. On the 18th of 
November, 1778, the fummit of the lofty 
mountains, which form an amphitheatre be- 
hind Cane A, was feen, for the firft time, 
crowned with fnow; it remains there till the 
month of June. It has been obferved, that 
when winter has whitened the ridge of thefe 
hills, the north wind, which frequently blows 
with dangerous impetiiofity in the Gulf of 
Canea, is no longer felt there with lb much 
violence, becaufe it is flopped, * or at lead 

greatly 
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greatly moderated, by a light land-breezo, 
which is termed B^Jkow-wind. 

A long feries of obfervations has furnished 
navigators who frequent the harbour of Can- 
joiA with a certain mean of afcertaining the 
ftate of the atmoTphere in the open fea, from 
the fole infpeSion of the fame chain of moun- 
tains which encircles the town to the fouth. 
When the clouds collet in heaps above th^ 
mod prominent of thefe hills, which bears 
the name of Calbpo, the weather is bad in 
the offing, and the wind almoll always to 
the northward: navigators then take good 
care not to quit the harbour.. If, on the 
contrary, the ridge of the mountain is clear 
and free from vapours, they are ccrtaip of 
finding, without, the wind moderate^ and 
favourable for failing out of the gulf, and 
getting clear of the coaft. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 



Celoyers. — Papas. — Their dwine Jervice.^^ 
Nomination of the chiefs of the Greek church, 
— Ancient formula of the letters patent for 
the nomination of the Greek bijiiops. — Ac" 
cident. — Convent of St. JoUn. — Another de- 
ferted convent of the fame name, -^Mountains 
of Cape Melecca. — Catholicos. — Grotto.-^ 
Stala^it^s.-^Solitude. — Partridges. — fFtld 
goats. — Grotto of the Bear.-^Return to 
Canea. — A Turk, friend to the French, 

Convents are very numerous in Greece ; 
they are fan&uaries confecrated to ignorance, 
fuperftition, and moft frequently to floth. 
To the monks is given the name of caloyersi 
from kaloSf good, and from gh'oSj old man, 
good old man. We are very far, howeverj 
from feeing among them none but old men, 
or even men of a certain age. It is not un^ 
common to meet with young boys, of from 

ten 
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ten to twelve years old, clothed in the habit, 
which confifts of a plain, long, black gown, 
confined by a girdle. The variety of the re- 
gulations, the medley of the drefles, which 
ftrike the traveller, in the different claffes of 
friars fpread over the furface of the countries 
fubmitted to the Latin church, are not to be 
remarked among the Greeks ; there exifts but 
one order, that of St. Basil; and the monks, 
fubje6ied to the fame rule, alfo wear the fame 
drefs. 

Thefe friars are very dirty, and, we ipay 
add, very ugly, from the hiabit which they 
contra^ of neglefting their exterior, and of 
neither taking care of their beard nor their 
hair. Nor are they more to be adpiired as 
to interior qualities, Hypocrify, haughty and 
grofs ignorance, meannefs, and treachery, 
form their charafter ; uninformed as they 
are, they wifli to be reckoned, Jn the eyes of 
the people, to poilefs great knowledge, and to 
enjoy a reputation for fanftity, which may 
procure them refpeft aiid attention. 

Their vows are obedience, chaftity, and 
abftinence. The firft and the laft of thefe 
vows are obferved with fufficient exaflnefs: 
men, born in flavery, are well calculated to 
iftpop under any yoke whateyer ; and habitu- 
ated 
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ated, from infstncy, to a hard and miferable 
life, the greater part of thefe caloyers being 
taken only from the loweft clafs^ they eafily 
fupport both the fimplicity of a coarfe diet, 
and the privations impofcd on them by the 
frequent fafts to which they are reftrided ; 
although feveral, it is faid, make no fcruple 
to indemnify themfelves in private. But it is 
affirmed, that the fecond of thefe vows is not 
fo ftridly complied with ; and, were they not 
accufed of a degree of brutality, in tlTe in- 
fririgment of laws which Nature, more power- 
ful than all the inftitutions of convents, 
difavows, we fhould overlook their yielding 
to an irrefiftible impulfe, an enchanting and 
inevitable delirium, which occupies and in- 
flames all the fenfes, and before which human 
compafts fink and vanifh. 

The difciplioe of the Greek church con- 
tradi^ not, at leaft by imprudent obligations, 
thefe commands of Nature, in regard to her 
fecular clergy, whofe members may marry. 
'Every papasy that is the name borne by a fe- 
cular prieit, may have a wife, whom he 
efpoufes before he receives the priefthood, 
and whom, iti cafe of death, it is forbidden 
him to replace by another. The wife of a 
papas Is c^Ued papacUa^ and Hie participates 

in 
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in the confideration enjoyed by her hufbaiidt 
The Greek girls are ambitious of the honour 
of being united to minifters of the Divinity; 
and it is, in general, the youngeft and hand- 
fomeft, who become the wives of men, for thd 

' moft part, advanced in years, and as dirty 
and difguiling as the caloyers. 

I Ihall difpenfe with fpeaking of the cuf- 
toms- and ceremonies of the Greek ritual} 
thefe are things too well known, for it to be 
necdfary for me to dwell on them. We 

• ihouid, hoM'ever, conceive an erroneous idea 
of the decency of their manner of performing: 
divine fervice, were we to judge of it from th€! 
dignity and majeftic gravity of the ceremonies 
of the Latin church in Europe. Every 
thing in it is little and paltry ; every thing 
ih it partakes of the poverty and narrowneft 
of mind of thofe who officiate ; every thing 
h done with precipitation and irreverence } 
notliing fpeaks to the foul and impofes on tht 

-fenfes ; nothing in it recalls to mind, that the 
Creator and the Matter of the world is the ob^ 
ject of their worfliip. They ftir about a great 
deal, they chat, they laugh, they arc inceif* 
•ntly making. inclinations of *tlie body, figns 
of the crofs, which feem to trace a fearf on 
tbe breaft^ bccaufe the right hand, carried 

only 
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only to the forehead, to the right fhoulder, 
and then to the left Ihoulder, falls again tranf- 
verfally and with quicknefs. In their finging 
is not to be found the melody and gravity of 
the Gregorian chant ; it is monotonous, rajiid, 
gracelefs, and nnimpreflive, and it is pro- 
nounced in a fnuffling and very difagreeablc 
manner. 

It is well known, that the Turks have an 
infuimountable averfion to bells, a confe- 
qu^nce of the hatred which they bear to 
Chriftians. No Greek church has any, 
throughout the extent of their domination, 
and the caloyers make ufe of femi-circular 
fufpended iron hoops, on which they ftrike, 
for the ^urpofe of fummoning their congre- 
gation to prayers. 

The Greek church, which formerlyreckoned 
among its members fome men of great talents,- 
and whofe voluminous works contain nume- 
rous traits of beautiful eloquence, is fallen 
into the greateft debafement. The place of 
patriarch, who is her head, is abandoned to 
intrigue, and put up to auction. Nominated 
by the court of Constantinople, he is one 
of its moil , fupple and mod cringing cour- 
tiers. After having purchafed his dignity, 
he purchafes hh^ tranquillity and his infiu-* 



ence; 
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ence ; to fupport himfelf, he frequently (lands 
in need of fqueezing, in his turn, the pre- 
lates of his church; and, in order to obtain 
from them the funis which he requires, he 
makes ufe of the arm and the violence of 
the Turks, who, to the exaftions which thev 
take on themfelves to levy, add others for 
their own private emolument. It is t\ot afto- 
nifliing, that the Turks fliould have conceived 
a fovereign contempt for people, who make 
of their religion an obje6l of fpeculation, and 
degrade their cliara6ler by the moft rapacious 
cupidity. To the fentiment of contempt, fo 
juftly merited, is added, among the Mufful- 
mans, inextinguiihable hatred againft Chrif- 
tians ; and this cenfure is manifcftcd, even in 
the letters patent, neccflary for the invefti- 
ture of the patriarchate or of a blfliopric. 
Ingenious turns of expreflion are not fpared 
in it ; but long habit, and, perhaps, fome 
iliade, lefs coarfe, of barbarifm, have blunjed 
the traits of this fort of rage ; and the pro- 
vifions of the Greek church, no longer con- 
tain, hi oul" days, the outrageous qualifica- 
tions M ith which they were formerly filled. 

There was communicated to me, as au- 
thentic, the Latin tranflation of an ancient 
firman of the Portk, for the nomination of 

• ' ted 
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k Greek bifhop. It is a fort of bull, extremely 
whimfical; it was put into my hands at 
dAiRo, by Vknture and his fkther-in-law 
DiGEON, both French interpreters, or dro- 
guemans, who affured me of the truth of it ; 
but, fuppoifing that fome exaggerations have 
been blended with it, this document gives 
not the lefs, on that account, an idea of the 
debafement of the Greeks, and ibews how 
odious they are to their tyrants ; and though 
thefe firmans are, at prefent, lefs indecorous, 
we may, from the injurious terms which are 
there inferted, judge of what they muft have 
been, ' in fact, at a time when the fanaticiiin 
and ferocioufuefs of the Turks wei^tfti greater 
vigour. . ' 

The following, I have been told, is the 
-ancient and truly fingular protocol, which 
ferved for the letters patent of the bilhops of 
the East i 

4J!um iitfidelium^ — *- — ^^epi/copus quidam, 

Ttomine —  Jide reprobatus^ et moribu$ 

diffblutljffimis i templo mundi^ ad ttrram im* 
mundam tranjiviffety et nonnulUs abhinc anms 
' '4p/ius anima impura ab infami nido fiio ad vah^ 
les iTifemales adcolafftty negotia vana va$dores 
epi/capat&s fufpenfa remanferunt ; omnts ergo 
infidelesj JinguU manachi, cunQi patrts im^ 
. VOL. r. A A puffifrti^ 
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pii/fimiy univerji cthnki migreg&rmit Jh ; aUpJi^ 
poji varids deHberationesJioMicaSf in hifcptmBo 
cottvehemntj, ipjts nemph epifcopum ^e abfolutt 
necejirinniy .qui ip^mit reprobatus i Reo^ ^ 
anxillo dvoino penitiis deJtUutuSy auder^. tawt^ 
illis auxiHa divina ad promiUerey qui p^ffivm^ 
ipfhy iilos etiam ad deieriimt induerety qUi 
erram et , htereticusj per ' errores et hartf^ 
iilas condticdre pqffit, qUi ^enique ^ifcopatm 
*oanas fim&iones adminyirandOy rcSiiJis et tu- 
tius ad infernuiii perduceret. Et ad hoc iidem 

infideks nobis propofuerunt quemdam 

txtmplar "tnalitimj prototypum iniquitatiSy fatan 
nam incarne et cemibus ifffirudum JataneiSy 
honmnim -eniiffarium Belzebutkf etfortqffe ipji 
fuperioremy vilem et ahjeBuniy de quo dicetur n 
turbis hommuin in die Judiciij quando fuper 
caput ejus zBus clctvarum ferrearvm ignearam" 
qucjicut grando impluent : Aniplii)tSy Domini, 
ampliils. 

Cum verdfuprh diBus monachus cujus dotes 
fufficientur depijuimus, ad quern ijia ekarta 
pertinety cuiquc hdc fold vice credaiury omnium 
fui ordinis monachorum fenioTy id efty inmukms 
fuos errores pertinacidy ignorantiam malititii 
maritansy je/unio multipliciy van& ab/linentid, 
Jierdlibufque mortificationibus Je dioMorum 
-corda.contriturum urbitratus^ veljitltem alios 

ad 
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iftf credendum inducensy neque vota fibi mpo- 
nendo nihil aHudJbciens niji torguem mcfledic'- 
ti0nis collo fuo in teUrnum ligare^ religiofus Jine 
religionCj tt in via ptrditionis fecurd gradu 
frocedenSj quern Deus adcequei die pcenarum et 
minarum^ J'ebrici fudore^ ptcrulentdque vuhre- 
ris gangrend viiali mtaferia, lucifero diademate 
tinBus et piceis orn'amentis indutus, omnibus 
infidelibns prqful datus et inventor norce hcere- 
fn^Sy ^ifropus denique nominatus e/i. 

At 

* tRANSLATIOy. 

As the bifliop of the infidels of , xiamed 

-> of reprobate faith and perverfe morals, has 



paiTed from the temple of this globe into an unclean land, 
and, for Tome years paft, his impure foul having quitted 
its infamous prifon, in order to fly into the infernal gulfsj, 
the vain affairs of a more vain bifhopric have remained in 
fofpemfe; all the infidels, all the monks, all the father^ 
of impiety^ all the pagans, have aflembled, and, after 
fevcral diabolical deliberations, they h^vt agreed on this 
fingie point, that they were in want of a bilhop, who, 
himfelf accnrfed of God, and abfolutely deprived of <e* 
leftial fnccour, would, neverthelefs, venture to promife 
tbcm divine afifbmce^ who, depraved in himfelf, would 
induce them to commit fliU more evil ; who, bewildered 
ia error and herefy, might condnd them ii^to other errors 
and other herefies ; who, in fhort, fulfilling the vain'func^* 
tions of epifcopacy, woald drag them more diredly and 

A A 2 more 
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At the convent of the Trinitt, we were 
not at the extremity of Cape Melecca, and 
we refolvecl to proceed towards that point, 
which is entirely formed of mafies of rocks, 
heaped up into lofty mountains, and rent 

moreTurely to hell. And» to this effect, the fame infi- 
dels have propofcd to us one , an example of 
wickednefs, a model of iniquitVy a devil incarnate and 
hearing the horns of Satan, the mefTenger, and» perhaps, 
the outdoer of BelTxhuh ; vile and abjed, of whom ihe 
ailemblies of men will fay, on the day of judgment^ when 
the blows of red-hot iron dubs (hall fall like liail on his 
criminal head: ^//7/ tnortf Lvrd% ftill nure. 

This above-mentioned monk, whofe qualities have juff 

been fufficicntly dcfcribed, to whom thefc letters patent 

belong, and to whom credit is to be given on this oc- 

cafioQ only, the moft ancient of his order, that is to fay, 

accamttlatittg with obftinacy a crowd of errors; joining 

ignorance to malice \ flattering himfelf to foften the foul 

of demons, by numerous fafts and ileril mortifications, 

or, at lead, prevailing on others to believe fo ; doing 

nothing elfe, by impofing on himfelf obligadons by vows» 

but fixing on himfelf eternally the yoke of malediction ; 

religious without religion, and walking with a firm ftep la 

the path of perdition \ whom may heaven, on the day of 

menace and chaftifement, cover with the fweat of ivrtx^ 

and the infectious matter of gangrene, his brow, encircled 

by the diadem of Lucifer , and clothed with ornaments be» 

daubed with pitch, this monk, in fiiort, defignated for 

preiiding over infidels, and for inventing new herefies, has 

been appointed biihop. 

Done, &c. &c. 

into 
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into profound precipices. At the very mo- 
i»ent of our departure, I had like to have 
been left dead on the fpot. When I was 
going to mount my horfe, not having takei^ 
the precaution to make ufe, like the Turks, 
of fome elevation to get into the faddle, I 
fet my foot in the fiirrup in the European 
manner; but my horfc, being galled under' 
the belly in the place of the giith, ex])cri-» 
encing pain from the impreflion of this girth, 
which the weight of my body qccafioned 
•to move and prefs againft his woand, reared 
up and fell upon me ; my head pitched within 
lels than two inclies of the flight of ftone- 
ileps, and to this trifling difiance was I in* 
debted for not havin^: been killed : but I ex* 
perienced no injury ; I remounted my horfe 
with greater precaution, and tlxis little ac- 
cident delayed not our departure a fingle mo- 
ment. 

Al a full half league from the convent of 
the TRiNiTr, in advancing towards the 
point of the promontory, acrofs roads, or 
rather paths made on blocks of ftones, {lands 
another convent dedicated to St. John. . It 
is far lefs confiderable than the former ; this 
is alfo the work of the Venetians ; but it has 
not been completed, and its conflrudion is 

A A 3 lefs 
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lefs aclvaaced.' This houfc would 'have bfeen 
tolerably handfotne, had it been finiihed. 
We flopped there but a rrtoment, because it 
h by no means interefting, nnlefs ^or Its 
fituation oh the mod elevattid pitch of the 
eape, whence 'the view extends to a great 
diftande ^td^^rds the fea. 'But this, enlarged 
horironliaindt'the agreeablenefs of the finiU 
ing plain^J -bf t?ie^ channing fite of the con-, 
vent of tiie^Ti^iNiTT, and the mind is rather 
faddened thart'^enlivened by the rocks by 
which orte H furrolinded. 

Here we lefik our Uoffcs, the pjtths ceafitig; 
to be }>aflable for them, and foot-paflenger^ 
even having fonie difficulty' in walking ov^r 
mountains, 'feiillirely foniied of gray marble, 
and fo covered witll it, 'as W leave but here 
and there inten'^als, in whidh grow a few 
plants and iftirubs* • We defcended by a very 
difficult road, having befide us frightful pre- 
cipices, formed b}^' the iMTures of perpendicular 
moun^aihs. ' '•*••• 

At the foot of one of *thdfe ttroutitaitfs is 
fituated a little moiiafteri which alfo bears 
the name of St. Jt)HN, and the diftrift where 
, it is built is called' that of CatholicosI The 
defcent to it is by a flight of one hundred 
and thirty-nine ftepi^ cut in the toCk. This 

houfe 
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liQufe has long been defeited, on account of 
the frequent pillages to which it was expofe4 
on the part of pirates, who kthded on the 
coaft for the purpofe of laying it under conp 

tributton. 

< 

On the coaft of the chapel x)f tlhis convent, 
which is falling into ruins, is the. entrance 
of a grotto*. We each entered with a flamr 
beau in our haild, and conduciied by/a monk, 
belonging to the great convent of: St- Johx. 
A guide is neceflary to (IrangerSj who wiik to 
pepetrate into this excavation forijied by.Na*- 
ture, in order thafc they may! iiot* be e*- 
pofed to falling headlong intoc&une abyfs. 
The grotto is fpacious, ajid a;|)6Kfoii may 
calily proceed there nearly a inile, :beford He 
drrive^ at the extremity ; it runs.herizontally 
infto the bofoni of the mountain..! An infinite 
Dumber of pillars of ftalactitea, whidi aifiixne 
all forts of forms,, and fonue! of. which are 
of. a prodigious fize, feem intended for 
fupporting the roof In the ^ace which is 
het'^^een thefe pillars, the work of at flow filtra* 
tion of the waters, and of the) Rony fubr 
ftatices that they have brought with them^ 



* Tottrnefirt makes no mendon of fiiis gfOlto^ i(ldiOit|fK 
he vifited the fame diftri£k. 
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are found other mafies, whkh ages have, 
.in like manner, elaborated, fyme of whith 
hang from the roof of the grotto, and others 
rife. from. the ground: they all have different 
forms. Among thefe may he difcovered por- 
ticoes, heads,' tubes flender as quills, and 
other figures, whofe great variety and num- 
ber produce a very agreeable effeS^ Yon 
walk over: a large piece of fallen fhLla6iit€s, 
the extremity of which is a perfeft repre- 
fentation of the head ' of a hog. In the m idft 
of thefe fports of chance, the imagination 
-has a vaft field for conjeAures and fidions. 

The ^ oc^ur; of the fia1a6lites of the grotto 
of Catho:^icos is, in general, yellowiilv 
dull, and opake^ like almoil all concretions 
of this nature ; but fome arealfofeea of it 
daozling white, whofe. beauty furpafles ala- 
batter of the &ie(l polifli. In a little time, 
means might ho found to detach pieces of 
it of no inconfiderable fize, and fit for forming 
veny beautiful works. Although extremely 
hard, thefe fiala^lites eafily break, which 
fenders them very difiicult to be worked*. 
On; firikiHgr .them with a hammer, they 
emit fparks, produced by the vitreous par- 
ticles wbisk'}i^ waters have brought down, 

and 
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and blended with the calcareous fubfiances 
of which they are compofed. 

The rains had cooled the atmofphere to 
&ch a degree as to caufe us to experience a 
flight fenfation of cold. In the grotto, oil 
the contrary, we felt a powerful heat; and 
we were there foon covered M'ith fweat, 
though we had left moft of our clothes at the 
entrance. On my fiiil journey to this place^ 
I had experienced quite the reverfe; it was 
very warm without, and the cold was very 
iharp in the grotto. That was in the month 
of June, and we were now there in November. 

Near the grotto there is, on one fide, a 
well of excellent water ; iand on the other fide, 
but a little farther on, a receis, where bones 
are piled up. They are probably thofe of 
the monks who inhabited the convent. Op- 
pofite, a very handfome bridge, fifty feet in 
height, of a fingle arch, and fubitantially 
built, joins the two mountains, and crofles 
the narrow and deep valley by which they 
are Separated* On the declivity of this other 
mountain are feen fome natural excavations, 
which ferved as obfcure and pious abodes to 
ancient anchorites. 

No folitude can be imagined more perfe^, 
and at the fame time more wild, without be- 
ing 



q6z travels in 

Jug hktedus^ than that in winch i$ (ituated 
the little convent of Sr. Johw. SurroiindBBi 
h^ pei^pendicular '. mountailifty briftKng; with 
iiakecl rocks, irhofe melancholy and arid imor 
lormity is intCTi'u|)ted by the foJiiag^ of a few 
Ihrubs inclineid on their furfkce,. the man wUo 
inhabrits it is concealed from all. the world; 
rthe enpnnoiis curtains which feeiii to eirvelo|> 
Jihn, leave him only a vrew of Ihe Iky. J« 
fefety on the brink of a^ frightful pBCcipicd, 
the bridge, ^vhofe top is ^Itt,. and;:8 little 
|>{atform made befbrd the. houfe, afford him 
the means of taking a walk^.<' which is .fu^ 
ficient for moderate exercife'aml tneditafibn : 
the eye, in following the torrent or the j^re- 
cipice which exifis between the two moun- 
tains, difcovers the iea as through a vifta; 
aifd this proTpedt aflbrds a change to rev&^ 
-Ties and lilent occupations* .'Rnt^ itjnuAb^ 
ctonfeflcd, religion or philofophy can atone 
.find ^'harm^ in a rugged and felitiuy uidbk; 
which infuhit^s man iVota other men, arid 
leaves him no iutercourfc but with the Divir 
nity and himfelf. 

Ci!>vies of red partridges delight in thfefe 
inacceflible mountains, and tbe're they live 
in fafety. There, alfo, are to be feen wild 
goats, which leap from rock to- rock with. 

admirable 



Sdmirafcle addrefs jiild agility. >''t]1idrewild^ 
goatid, Vhich ii'ef t6 ^e met ^UH iti thief Ifl^ 
of Ca»dia; knii'^f^^^tfral dthef Matttfe 6t th» 
ftWfef fek, are oP%he li<*ucjuetih*/ ob'telciifatttW 
goat'ljied^r^ Thfe iii'6**m GreAs, ^ hatt 
been dbh^ 'by/theif'^'dh^efiord, toHf^M^ th« 
bouquetin and the chamois under thetkih^ 
dfeiomihatian 'bf ^i/* g*aipi -^^d Frtttih, 
JiaMtuateti to. the'Ij«vA<?tv Mlb kfii?w/>thettl 
by 'tid other denoinin^fi^n tMtl'^hato>6f^Mt;iii 
fauvage. It i» tb'be prfefiitned, ' iii ffe&j' fhat 
BtJTFoir himfelf i/nagined tha4 thefe-titd 
atii^al^ are txoVbfh fpecies difl^k^t<^6iri-th&l 
Of t*ie tlomeftic gdW. ' ' • ^ » 

•I' qirttted^'vi^Pth' regret fcficf folitude of Ca- 
^•HOLTfcos.' ''ttefilcHce of nix\axe, the fdrl 
of terror iwf^ired by the gfootty fcJfenei-y ^ iX 
the fitqation, the vicinity of dArfc cav'^i'ti^i 
whence gulfs; in ^vhich iio iitiil eVer pene* 
tratedy extend into the bofom of the edrth^ 
together with the remains, half-^ecortpbTedi 
of the ancient inhabitants of this ^efdrt; 
had involved me in a' rdigious reverie, mA 
plunged tne into d^ profound na^lahcholy. 
Abforbed fn'tay thoughts, } was not awat^ 



./ 



^ Bouquetin, Buffon> Hill. Nat. des Qoadrupedcji, edi^ 
tiQ&dc6oifiiiNi» tome aort. > ^mf ntikx^ Lirm*^ 
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0( the fatigue that is experienced in afcend- 
ing t^e flight of fteps by wj^ich we had ar- 
rived ; a^d I wa$ not roufed from my ^iftrac-. 
^op tilltl^e mon^nj: wheq.^y companions 
gare me optic? tp quit the path, in order to 
yifit a finall houfe inhabited \>y a (Ingle ca- 
lover. * 

Oi^.one iQde is a grotto or cavern, the 
arched roof of yhich is very' k^ty, but which 
la no great deptji. Juft on entering, one is 
ilruck by the refemblance of a bear, formed 
by a. very large block of (UUaAites. Por 
jCocK, wjie.yifttfd this cavern, fays that th.?re 
are alfo to be feen hei-e^ feveral hunfer^^ in 
like manner .formed of fl^l^^itesi who Teem 
to attack tlie«bear*; but thefe figures of hun* 
ters^ye probably, been deftroyed, for thefe 
ar?: now no, veftiges. of th^m. ^ 
. After hfiyjuQg repi9iunted f^ur h.orfes at the 
great cp|^\n(nt of St. John^.m^c Mcnt to fleep 
at that of tbjc Trinityi ; aujd the; next day 
we purfu;ec\ our rout^tto C^NjEa^ We pafTed 
(aear ^pi^Tiiii, a cpnyent of nuns: farther 
pp^ we flopped a £^w naopients at the cbuntiy- 
h§ufe ofaT^rl^ ^ friend ^O; the French ; mc 
were there extremely well received, Coftee, 
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pipes, iherbet, were prefented to lis with cor- 
djality; and .we took leave of this honeft 
MulTulman, who had been a great traveller^ 
at the fame time exprefling our wiihes that 
his countrymen might partake of his huma- 
nity and civilization. 
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, CHAPTER KIX. 



Harbour of Canea. — Danger incurred by the 
Author in giving ajftjiance to a Barbary, cor^ 
fair. — Sitiuition of this cor/tfir.— Sant Odero* 
— Harbour o/'Suda. — Game. — Shell-Jijh. —  
Sea-urchins. — Sardines j or fprats. ■^— Roa^ 
from Suda /o Canea. — Lepers. ^^Romeca, a 
dance of the Greeks. — Apothecary o/* Canea- 
— Signs of liberty. 

^r HEN we are to fpeak of the harbours 
which are in the hands of the Turks, we arcf 
forced to repeat inceflantly, and to defcribe, 
foT each of thcii^ the fame negligence, the 
iame barbarous apathy, which coolly fuffer 
to fall into decay thofe great bafins which na- 
ture and art had formed, in order to promote 
commerce and public profperity. At Canea 
are again found the vices of adminiflration^ 
and the indifference, which are to be re- 
marked, wherever we land, on the immenfe 
extent of coaft, become, for the misfortune 
Qi the people who inhabit it, the property 

of 
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of the JMuiTiiliiiaDS. No precaution^ no po^' 
lice, no mean of repair and prefervation is 
there employed; the procefe of cleanfing a 
part, by means of lighteis, is unknown ; 
(hips throw overboard, with impuoitj, every 
thing that cmbarraffes them, and not %m* 
frequently apart of their ballaft. Tbe.botr 
bHn rifcs, and is covered by fore^n bod]is% 
daagerous fpr the cables; the bafm is choked 
up; it can fcarcdy admit veflels of two hun^ 
tiled tons burden ; the arfenal, and the fine 
docks for ihip-buiiding, which the Venetians 
had confirucled there, are falling jnto ruins, 
and are lio longer in a condition to be ipade 
ufc of; and the Tuikiih government bcholcfa, 
with a fiupid eye, the powerful promoters cf 
itsfirength and wealtli thus decaying. 

Expoied to the north winds, the' entrance 
of the harbour "is difficult when they blow 
with violence ; then veiicls do not enter the 
gulf, at the head of which this entrance is 
fituated; but, if once they have run into it 
during thefe northerly gales, it is no longer 
poffible for them to get out of it, and they 
are obliged to fteer for the very narrow mouth 
of the harbour, where the wav^es coUeft in 
heaps, and frequently rife high enough to 

ckar 
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dear the mole, and to fpread and break id tbe 
bafin. 

I do not recolledl, without terror, the dan- 
gers which feveral French feamen and myfclf 
incurred, in giving aififtance to a veffel which 
had imprudently got into the Gulf of Ca* 
KEA, during the night, and in a veryftrong 
gale of wind from the northward. It was nine 
o'clock in the evening, the night was ex- 
tremely dark, the wind furious, and the fea 
roared againft the mole in a terrible manner* 
I was on board a French merchant-veffel, at 
anchor in the harbour: the three captains 
with whom I had made the exurfion to Cape 
Melecca had aiTembled on board this fhip, 
in order to give me a fupper. Reports of can- 
non, repeated at certain intervals, were heard 
in the offing; their hollow and deep^ found 
added to the gloomy horror infpired by the 
noife of the raging winds and waves. Fires 
kindled at the top of the light-houfe, which 
{lands at the entrance of the harbour, ^read 
their agitated light over this fcene of con* 
fufion and fury in the contending elements. 
Such was the only affiftance that coukl be 
procured in a place where tliere neitlier are 
pilots, nor perfons appointed to fuperintend 
the harbours. Reports of guns, the lig^al 

of 
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of danger and diftrefe, fucceeded each other 
with rapidity. French merchant-flups being 
at that time very numerous in the feas of 
the' Levant, there was every reafon to be- 
lieve that the veflel, whofe repeated calls for 
aiTiilance we heard, was of that defcription. 
The determination of expofing themfelves^ 
in order to fave their fellow-citizens, com- 
panions, or friends, was inllantly taken by 
the captains with whom I was fupping. They 
manned the largell long-boat belonging to 
the three veffels, and the ilouteil of thjsir 
failors were ordered to be fe leded for this 
expedition. I chofe to accompany my enter- 
tainers, and we pulled out of the harbpuri 
having to ilruggle againil the wind and 
waves, which came with violence direfUy 
againil us, and oppofed our progrefs. We 
were more tb^n once on the point of being, 
fwamped. At length, after confid^rable dif- 
ficulty and danger, we arrived near a veflel 
which was lying to, and fufFering herfelf to 
be drifted towards the mol^. A tier of guns 
run out foon made us perceive that we were 
not approaching a merchant-lhip; and when 
we got on board, we found that we were on 
the deck of a Barbary coifair belonging to 
Tripoli. 

VOL. I. B B Although 
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Although the commander of this veflel was 
a tolerably good feaman, he had not beea 
able to perfuade his crew to manoeuvre fo . 
as to enter the harbour of Canea. A few 
men only had confented to remain on debk, 
and the reft kept quietly in the waift, frao^- 
i|ig their pipe, as if they had been in the 
fituation the leaft expofed. Our arrival gave 
fiefli energy to the commander of the cor- 
fair, a rough and ferocious pirate. In any 
other circumftanceSy he would not have fpokea 
to us but with brutality. Danger liad I'en- 
dered him mild and obfequious: be called us . 
his friends and brothers; he conjured us to 
ihare among ourfelves the command of his 
fhip, and fave her from defiru6lion ; he tc-* 
ferved for his people all the violence of his- 
character, and, with a ftick in his hand» 
forced them to come on deck. At laft the 
fore-fail alone was fet; and we contrived, 
without any accident, to caft anchor in tlie 
harbour. The Bahbart free-booter, who 
had manifefted fo much joy at receiving 
afliftaiice when he was in danger, cxpreficd 
no farther acknowledgment when he had 
efcaped fi-omit; and, by his grofs ingrati- 
tude, very worthy of a barbarous pirate, he 
induced brave feamen, who had expofed them- 

; , ft^lves 
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felves ' to great perils, ki order to prefer%'c 
bim from tbciiiy to repent of their generous 

Id the gulf, and -to the weft of the har^ 
boor, < a finall iflaniii, named Sa^ht OnERp^ 
or St. 7Vi£0f)0Jl£, on which the Venetians 
had buih a caftle, now entirely demoliflied, 
affi>rdd a tokrMy good anchorage for large 
fhips;: however, diey avail themfdves of it 
but very feldom, and' prefer entering the 
harbour of Suda,^ where they are in much 
greater fafety. Cape Mblecca formsiithe 
weft paitv aad Cape Trap^anIj formerly I>&js^ 
fAvrnty the eaft ilde^ o# tins narrow giilf, 
tphidi penetrates nearly two* leagues inland: 
k was probably the AuPHiMALt of the an- 
eieats. Hiftorians artf not agreed on this 
point Others place the harbour of Amphi^ 
Mi^s between Sui>a and REtiMO, -where 
tWi^ is, however, <^nfy a very bad haven ; 
^od die latter make of Cbpe Melscca, the 
Gape DREFdi9UM: of the ancients. It feems 
to tne^ that the opiniem which I adopt is the 
moft rational, and the moft confbrmabie 
to the fiate of the places. 
* At the entrance of the great Bay of Sei>A» 
and iheltered by Cape Mulecca, is an iflet 
a quarter <^ a league in clFCuit A fortrefir, 

MA it which 
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which remained for a long time in the hands* 
of the Venetians, even after they had loft 
the Ifland of Candia, defends this import 
tant harbour, which Nature has formed, 
and which M one of the fined and moil fpa- 
cious in the Mediterrai^ean: the moft 
numerous fleet may there, jbe aifembled. *Ship$ 
may cad anchor under the fortreis, but they 
are not in fafety; whereas> by running lip 
as far as the coail which terminates the 
bay, and which is called J^a Cvlate^ they 
arc perfeftly fheltered. This hai*bour has^ 
neverthelefs, the inconvenience of affording 
no anchorage but at La Cuilate itfelf : thero 
are no founding? throughout the remainder of 
its length, fo that frequently iliips are de- 
tained there for a confiderabie time, in ex« 
pe6lation of a favourable wind for leaving it. r 
Tliere are no habitations on the coaft 
which forms this bright; the place is foil- 
tary, and no other amufement is to be en- 
joyed there but that of fliooting. Tlie un- 
cultivated and rocky hills, with 'which the 
bay is furrounded, abound with game; par- 
tridges, quails, and liares, arq there coiu- 
mon; and a hiorafs, which is at the. ex- 
tremity, is generally full of fnipes and water- 
bens. The fea there alfp abounds \ntk fifli ; 
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in particular, fardines, or fprats^ . are there 
taken in great quantities. The ftdnes waihed 
by the fea contain nlinibers of da6);yls; other 
ihelKfifh are alfo to be feen ; and fea^-urchins, 
which, on the coaft of this part of the 
Ifland of Candia, are more deHcate than 
clfewhere, have multiplied to fuch a degree, 
that whole boat-loads of them are brought 
to Canea. 

From La Culate to Canea thediftance is 
reckoned a league: the plain which leads 
thither is fertile and agreeable, and the travel- 
ler feels a pleafure in crofling fields adorneil 
with, the riches of culture, or enamelled W\th 
flowers which grow there fpontaneoully. But, 
on approaching the. town, a difguiling fpec- 
tacle fuddenly changes the pleafurable fen* 
fations which had been produced by thefe 
filing pictures. The foul is harrowed up, 
the fenfes are painfully affe^led, at the fight 
of the huts which line the road. Tliefe are 
the aiylumsof perfons of both fexes, eaten 
up by tliat horrible and contagious diieaie of 
the ^in which (lill exercifes its ravages . in 
fpme parti of the East, and which the cru-^ 
fades had introduced into Eurofe, where 
we have fucceded in getting rid of it, 

- t B '3 The 
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Ttie iepnofy ftiU iofefifr one of the fineft 
focHmtriea of the East. This difopder mt^s 
finQknjtl;^^ known to the Greeks, xvho<raflt(l it 
'1^0, iOUid the Jevv» vereMetyfiibjelft'toit^ 
farages. t }t ilill i^£ts 'inroth ifotne degtie^^ ef 
}^iruleiii)e on tbie inhal)itants ofthe ilflftnft 
of CAV0-J4.': t^ Tufiksiaiiid Giveks are aUke 
«81iS;i|d by it, ^hd it attacks :4)»e Tidl'^s we(| 
as the poor. I make this remark/ 'beo&iife 
^AVAR^^b^fifiiintnedidiiatperfan^ m aiffiaetice 
^liffi iH)t ft»bj€«ft !to tte leprofy* » He, 4o«bt<* 
lei% did tnot recdlofil that, when we were 
tqgathi^r lat Can£a,' the ibii of a«i opulent 
l^p^ jdill young, and very handfome man, 
l¥as a yii6iim to this loadifbme difevd^r. - 

. Lepers Are obliged to quit the toMrrv^ and 
dM^IlJtf jt hut, ^rhere they ar^ prohibited 
froin ail eommunicatjoii trith i]ealthfii4 pert 
foni5. , Tbey there live ^on the produCp "Of a 
^aH garde^i adjoimn|; to thjeir cottage, on 
poultry whiqh they rear, iind on tkie alms nff 
pafTeugers. r No foonerdo dicy peroeii:^- Jttiy 
one, tliap they advance in order to imifftore 
pity; apd ^heir approach caufes the nioft vio* 
lent. dr%#. Itheif iace, an lireH as ^ir 
body, is fwelled ^y reddiiOi luid fcaly blotdies. 
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and erotled by puftulea; their «ipe6b'is 'liide- 
ous, and one haflelns to throw them feme 
money,; in. order to get away from them. 
Hatred to Europeansi hlEis^taken fuch deep 
root in the heart of MuQulmaas,. that un- 
fortunate Turks, confined in the enclofure 
intended for lepers, infuhed Us all/ at the 
iame time aiking charity of ns. How fre- 
quently hav^ I not b^ard myfclf thus ad- 
^efled : ^' Pray, infidel, dag^ give me a 

pamt r 

. VjTho would imagine that Love, fbould alfo 
eftabliih his throne in the midfl of fo horrible 
and diigufting an*aflbciation? Intimate con- 
nexions are contra^ed between the wxetcbes 
pf whidi it is oompofed ; the fliaipnefs of 
<their humoui's provpkes their paflion, or> to 
fpeak more correftly, tlveir brutality; its 
eifi^ds are. exceffive; they are under no 
reftraint; feparated fi*om the reft of man- 
kindf they diidain every fort of reierve. In 
'the open ^ay, they , arc feen indulging tn 
their voluptuous tranfports; and thc}^ ceafe 
not to lavifli on each other thefe horrible 
careifes, till the moment wlien, finking under 
the diforder which over^brhelms them, they 
(h-op to pieces, decompoied by long and 
complete putrefaction^- 
:. BB 4 By 
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By the fide of this mcla;ncholy heap of 
i«en in prey, while yet living, to a general 
corruption, is exhibited, from time to time, 
another fpedacle, which cajifes no lefs horrdr. 
It is on the edge of this fame road, which 
leads to the only gate that Ca^ba has on 
the land fide, that criminals, .who have un- 
dergone the terrible puniihment of empalc- 
ment, are expofed. They arc ranged on each 
iide of the road; and in this dreadful rank 
are feen men whofe body is longitudinally 
tranfpierced by a fiake, fome dead, others 
expiring; fome fmoking their pipe, with as 
much iang-froid as if they were fitting ou 
cufhions, railing at the Europeans, and liv- 
ing, as long as twenty-four hours, in the moft 
excruciating torments. But let us turn af\d'e 
our eyes from thefe obie6is, which infpire 
pity and horror, and d\re6t them to images 
iefi revolting. I beheld, for the fiiHl time, 
in a field near C^kea, the Romecai a dance 
mingled^ with finging, which the prefent 
Greeks have received from their anceftors, 
and which they have preferved nearly in 
all its details. Lefs conftant in our^ taftes, 
as well as in our pleafures, by what a multi- 
plicity of changes have they not varied? 
And who could give the enumeration of all 

the 
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fte fpc cies' of dances which have fuccfeeded 
each other among us^ only within thefe two 
centuries? 

The dance of the Greeks of Canbia is 
not deftitute of iimplicity and noblenefs. Ac- 
cording to the opinion of an ineftimable 
writer*, it is the, mod ancient of all: Ho- 
mer has defcribed itf, and it is the image 
of the labyrinth of Crete, of which it 
imitates the turnings and windings. The 
antiquity of this dance has, indeed, fome- 
thing impofing; but, if we confider it with* 
out prepotTefiioh, we find in it a ferious and 
grave turti, too remote from the gaiety which 
yre expedi to meet with in rural hops. Their 
fongs have not more vivacity ; they are flow 
and languid ; and the habit which the Greeks 
have of iinging through the nofe, renders 
their fongs ftttl more drawKng and lefs ' 
fprightly. 

I faw the Candiot dance conduced by 
u Greek, ti^ho, after having (tudied fome 
time at Padua^ had fet <ip as an apothe- 
cary at Cane A. This uian, who was elderly, 
very tall, thin, meagre, and lank, intro- 

I 

• iSovS timttjkr la Grh€, Letter xiii. 

t lUaiy book xvUL aadfee foiti^ verfion, line 657. 
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f{ti^ into his fief)) and hh finging a gF^ 
vil^ which hitd foinething tfuly.rifiblc; spad 
his fhuifling tone was very unpleaiaot, at 
the fam^ time that his %,ti\\ cpufitensince 
IcNmied ^ yefy ftriking. ciMitraft with t:br 
li»Ht)ful perfoi^ the rofy cwj^plexion* tfc^ ' 
fweet fmile, and th« large - a«d ejcpi'^ive 
^lack eyes» of the yoai^ girls. /wUp «qh^ 
poftd the dance, . (' 

Thb apothecary, an mteUigea<: smd «ft«r 
nmble man, lived upder. the. : p'rote^ioB of 
JPkange, and h^ was^ mucit attfM;;Jied::to:Our 
natioa! He wore a Jppg robie tn ; the Grf^ 
llyie ; but, in lieu of the . cap .ar cybttf 
«f . hb countryniei^ bii hjead was covejed 
with a large cocked hat, ^ ftgn oT the liberty 
which be enjoyed. The different aiark^ c^ 
a^ eoAancipatioHi of inen are deferving of 
notice. Here, the cap is. rockm^ed to bp 
the indication of it; elfewhcre, .it \i» .thp 
hat. People are not* bedter agreed^ asr to ' 
thefefigns of liber tyv than as t^ liberty it- 
felf; and men have jnever been left fref 
than when, by vain entcriot. i^arks, it hi^ 
been meant to perfMad«. . t\)gm that they 
were fix 
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CHAPTEK XX. 

Gardens of the I/land p/* C^udi^.—Compari- 
fon betzveen tboje gardens find pura. — Com 
and agricuUure.rT^lhe'trces.— Plane-trees. 
— Qrange-tree^^ ^c -— jPefcription of tkf 
grtw^s formed by, different Jp/scies qf trees. — 
Acam^ — Jqfmine, ^--Colocafia. — Fruit-trees^ 
— BirdSf — Solitary black-bird. — Flofwers*-^ 
Shrubs. — Aromatic Plants.^— Dittavy. . 

Travellers have taken a pleafiire in 
dcfcribifig in their nan-atives, as places replete 
with -charms, tlic gardens which are in the 
vicinity ef the town of Canea. Savary, 
in particubr, has delighted in painting them; 
ami Jie has employed, in this pi^lure, the mod 
delicate totuchcs of his pencil, and tlie moft 
brilUatat colours of his pallet. They are, in- 
deed, very Agreeable; but, like the gardens 
of the other parts of the EAst, , they by no 
means refenble ours ^ and we ihould be dif- 
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appointed, if, on entering them, we expefted 
to find there compartments, fymmetry, order 
in the plantations, regularity m the feed- 
plots, ftraight alleys, in Ihort, all the accjef- 
ibries which accompany the elegant unifor- 
mitj" of our enclofures* Thefe, properly 
fpeaking, are orchards, groves, clumps of 
foliage, which the fliears refpedl, and which 
are furrourided by groups of fruit-trees ; 
Jpaces covered with vegetables, or decorated 
with flowers ; other leguminous plants, other 
flowers fcattered, and, as if thrown by chance, 
grow between the trees and ihrubs ; the line 
there is an implement ufelefs to the gardener ; 
he makes no moreufe of it than of the prun- 
ing-knife ; paths, rather than walks, wind 
under 'the fhade of thefe little woods. The 
bandof man y which is obfervable in our orch- 
ards and parterres, even when we ilrive to 
conceal it, by endeavouring to circunjifcribe 
and reduce around us. the diveriified fcenes 
of Nature^ is, in a manner, imperceptible 
in thefe confufed aflemblages of a multitude 
of various plants. But this appearance of 
confufion, which is' truly the fymmetry of 
Nature, is not without its agreeablenefs. 
Magnificence fprings from the bofom of the 
arts; but the pomp of luxury which ailoniihes^ 

which 
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which dazzlesy produced only the pride of the 
icnfes. Not one of thofe feiifations which 
pleafe the heart, fatisfy it, i'nd procure it 
pure and fvi'^eet enjoyments, is to be found in 
our confined and noify walks, in the midft 
of the elegant and ftiff defigns of our par- • 
terres, of rows of trees, planted and trimmed 
in a workman-like manner, of the decorations 
of luxury, of laborious and exi)en(ive efforts 
of ^vaters, fpouting into the air, or pent up 
between the ftraight borders of a canal, the 
two extremities of which the eye embraces, 
or falling again, at no fmall coft, on fteps ; 
a very contrafted iiiiage of the majeftic caf- 
cades, whence rivers precipitate their foam-* 
ing waves. Let the proud citizen, whofe con- 
traded heart fighs only after frivolous plea- 
fures and factitious and barren enjoymcnts,- 
not forfake the enclofures of opulence and 
monotony ; let him not enter into thefe foli- 
tary recefles, which have not coft heaps of 
gold, and of which Nature has defrayed all 
the expenfe. He is too unmindful of \iKX to 
retifli her charms, and he would experience 
n9thing but difguft in places which are cori- 
iecrated to her, . and which fho has taken , 
pains to embelliili. 

• . ,Vou, 



ToU| who, furrounded by the tumolttidttjl 
corruption of our manners, have found means 
to preferve yourfelves from the inlatiable 
thirft of riches, which dries up the iburees 
of. honourable fentiments ; who have avoided 
ambitious immorality, near which every idea 
ai generofity and true greatnefs are llifled ; 
you, who, fimple in your taftes, in youi ha- 
bitsV your afTedipns, have not run after bril- 
liant chimeras, and facrificed to vices, the 
idols of fociety ; you, whofe fenfibility has 
preferved its delicacy, approach, I am go- 
ing to conduct you towards one of thofe 
ipots in the lilandof Crete, which, accord* 
ing to our ideas^ ought not to bear the name 
of gardens. 

• We are in one of the beautiful plains in the 
environs of Canea* Firft, remark all the 
figns of fertility, fpread over this land, happy 
from the abundance of its various produc- 
tions. Fields in culture promife rich harveftl 
Other plains, equally fruitful, are frequently 
met with in the ifland ; Plenty had there, in 
like manner, fixed herfelf; but the tyran- 
nic government which opprefTes this country^ 
has been fufficiently powerful to expel it ; 
feveral di(lri£is have remained uncultivated ; 
various fpecies of corn^ which furniihed the 

fiubfiftence 



- \ 



€1 



GRBEGE. AKD TU&KET* 3S3 

fubfiileace ef a population more tiutiiteous 
thaii it is in our days, and was a braiu^ 
of exterior commerce, are oow insufficient; 
^nd oiten i» feen arriving in the harbours^ 
grain deftined for filling up the forced ia«- 
tervals of culture, on a foil ever ready to 
repay the laborious advances of the huibaadr 
man* You will doubtlefs repeat vith ffie^ 
Woe and ruin to the tyrants, to whom 
agriculture id an objed of indifimnce and 
peifecution !" 
Behold tbofe great trees which form a tout 
of forefts ; they are olive trees : under a clK 
^ate, a (Granger to the fevere cold of our wtn« 
ters, they perifli only from age. Thefe ule* 
\ful trees are loaded with a prodigious quan* 
tity of fruit, from which fs expielfed oil, an 
important branch of the commerce of Crets, 
but it is there badly manufaflured ; the iB* 
habitants are ignorant of the art of I'efining 
it, and rendering it agreeable to the tafiei; 
aj^d the Euroj^ns purchafe it only for thtk 
foap4iouies and other manufa&ories* 

Fartlier on, are plane-trees, which attain 
a condderable height, and cover a large (pace 
with their thick foliage. They acquire a pro- 
digious growth ; their branches exteiad afar ; 
the fun cannot penetrate througii a multitude 

of 
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of'obftacles, which are oppofed to its rays by 
the accumulated furfaces of their broad leave?- . 
The dbfcurity which reigns at the foot of thefe 
coIoiTuiTes of Nature, has fomething noble, 
but at the farae time too gloomy ; and one 
cannot penetrate into it without a fort of 
tremor. 

But here we are in one of thofe ijardens 
which bear fo little refemblancc to ours. 

What a charming fhade we are under ! 

You recognife thofe trees which our ait canr 
not fuffer to grow at liberty, which we im- 
prifon in our green-houfes during half the 
year, and which all our pains prefcrvd only 
-in a ftate of languoV. With what vigour 
they grow here in a fubftantial ground, 
whicb the hoar-frofts never deprive of a 
gentle warmth ! Tlieir boughs extend and 
intertwine without conilraint ; no one thinks 
of mutilating them, for the purpofe of giving 
them a regular outline^ ihey are not of a fphe- 
rical form, whofe furface prefents only trun- 
cated branches and leaves half cut, without, 
ihade, without grace, and almofl always with- 
out fruit. See how the branches of the latter 
•are loaded with large clufters of flowers and 
fine fruits. But ' that orchard, which flatters 
thefi^nfes in fo agreeable a manner, is not en- 

5 tirelv 
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threly formed of trees bearing the fweet orange. 
You will there find the bitter orange, lemons, 
and citrons. The almond-tree, the pome- 
granate-tree with purple fruit, mingl^ their 
boughs and their fhade; and, under thefe rich 
arbours, the humble violet is likewife to be re- 
marked for its beautiful and modeft drefs, 
and from the fweet perfume which it exhales. 

The great rivulet which you faw in the 
plain, and whofe winding banks are covered 
with myrtles and' oleanders, has been divided 
into feveral branches. Its filvery waters, 
flowing without conftraint in little canals/ 
which have the irregularity of thofe formed 
by Nature, bring coolnefs . under bowers al- 
ready fo agreeably fliaded'. Here, no trouble- 
fome crowd comes to roufe you fram the 
fweet reveries to which you are invited, by 
the delightful tint of obfcurity of thefe balmy 
places. Here, you may wander alone ; frieud- 
ihip, love may accompany you, and nothing 
diftra6ts you from the intimacy of the com- 
munications of the one, nor from the tran- 
(ports and eifufions of the other. Do you 
conceive that it is poffible to imagine retreats 
more captivating, folitudes more propitious 
to love? The fiJence which here reigns, a 
i^yflerious fliade, the fweeteft perfumes, every 

VOL. u c c thins 
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thing geutly agitates the fenfes, every thing 
difpofes to fenfibility, and to its fweetell emo- 
tions. Under the fame climate, in a coun- 
ty not very remote, but in retreats ieis agree- 
able, I alfo felt thofe tender agitations. 

But I was not long happy ; jealous fate 
fnatched m.e fronl fwpet tranfports. There 
are men born for misfortune, whom a fatal 
deftiny purfues, whofe , faul is inceffantly in 
p-ey to the moil poignant pains : alas ! I am 

jof that number Excufe me, my tears 

flow ; but they are as much the efFeft of ten- 
der and delightful recolledions,' as of the.ex- 
prcffion of my forrow. 

• Leguminous plants lie more particularly 
on that lide; but, in order to difpel from 
thefe placed every thing that x*an recall tiie 
idea of monotony, feveral trees have been 
planted in the midft of thefe little divifions^ 
which we cannot call compartments. The 
acacia, with clufters of yellow flowers, per- 
fumes them witli its fweet emanations ; with 
-what vigour it grows in this land of fecuB- 
rfity ! I had already feen it embcllifli the 
balmy groves of Rosett^, where the Arabs 
call it fciffaban ; here the Greeks give it the 
Aame of gasief. Here are bulhes of Arabian 

^ Miiw/afarftefiana, I^inn. — J»g> Farncfiaa fragrant acacig* 

Jafmjne^ 
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jaftnifie, whofe potrerful, "but agreeable odour, 
is Softened by its mixture with that of the 
other flmwrs by M'hich tliey are furroiinded. 
The branches of thefe beautiful jafmiucs be- 
come fufficieutlv lon*j and thick, and grow 
alfo fufficiently ^Iraigbt, to be perforated 
throughout their length, and form large pipe^ 
ftems, highly efteemed in Turkey. 

• Melons, cucumbers grow pell-mell among 
the pot-hei-bs ; layers, glaffes, either in framte 
or in the ftape of bells, are ufelels on an. 
excelletit foil which is never deprived of heat 
You are not acquainted vriih that tall plant 
with large leaves ; it is a beautiful fpecies of 
artim, Called colocafia, or great Egyptiaii 
arum*. In this ifland, as in Egtpt, where 
it has in like manner been cultivated from 
time immemorial, its roots are drifled, which 
iKive pretty much the tafte of our potatoes. 

Groups of fruit-trees rife above thefe ufefiil 
plants. You rea)gnife tiie apple tree; thi 
|)ear-tree, the fmall cherry-tree, the walnut-^ 
tree, the fig-tree, Bit. ; but the fruits of the 
grtafer part of thefe trfees are of a quality 



* jfrum. maximum ^gyptiacvmy qucd 'vulgo cdocafia — -C* 
lians call it coukafi. \ 
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very inferior to thofe which grow in ouf 
country. . It is not the fault of the foil, nor 
of the climate ; but the inhabitants are igno- 
rant of riie art of varying the forms and the 
flavour of fruits, and of making the ftem, 
which fupports them, bear foreign ones. 
Grafting, which would here yield delicious 
produ6lions, is not in ufe, and we fee here 
none but trees which we call fawoageon^ or 
wild (locks, becaufe they are fuch as they were 
produced by Nature. Your eyes dwell on that 
fpecies of apricot-tree, which has, in faft, 
fonie affinity \o ours, but which is unknown 
in Europe. This tree is peculiar to the 
warm countries of the East ; it is common 
in Syria and in Egypt; in Candia it no 
longer has the fame flavour that it acquires 
in thofe countries ; grafting would render it 
ftill more agreeable, and its fruit w^ould be- 
come larger. I know not what name the 
Greeks of Candia give to that fmall apri- 
cot ; in Syria and in Egypt the ArsJjs call 
it mifchmifch*. It is there dried, and after- 
wards drefled with different kinds of viands^ 
this is one of the difhcs which arc there nk)fl: 

* Pnauig Jrmeniaca, msjmsj* Forflcal* Plor. Egypt. 
Arab, page 67. . ^ 
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commonly ferved up at the table of the 
rich. ^ 

In thefe enchanted groves, you probably 
expeded to meet with a multitude of little 
birds, which have made them their habitual 
abode and the domain of their loves. H6re 
they live in perfeft fecurity ; man difturbs 
not their union, nor the repofe of their rifing 
family ; he endeavours not to attraft them, 
nor to furprife them in cruel fnares. Neither 
can we confider asufelefs beings thofe amiable 
guefts, which, from their variegated colours, 
their finging, and their movements, are not 
one of the fmalleft attractions of thefe orchards; 
they pay for the fweet tranquillity that they 
are fuffered to enjoy,- by devouring a number 
of infefts hurtful to plants, and which multi- 
ply with the more abundance under a fky 
ever temperate. In this mixture of various 
fpecies you will diftinguiih the. linnet, the 
nightingale, the petty-chap, the gold-finch, 
the chaffinch, the bull-finch, the titmoufe, 
&c. You love to behold again the birds 
which furround and enliven our rural habita- 
tion. But liften a moment ; do you hear, on 
the agreftic and uninhabited fummits of the 
mountains, which drawn the charming plain 
where we are, foft and melodious founds that 
are ecliocd among the rocks ? They are pro- 

c c 3 duc^d 
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duced by a. fcarccr birdi the folitary blacfc* 
birdf. How thofe fonorous, but Aveet and 
lauguiHiing tones flatter the ear, and pene- 
.trate the foul difpofed ft) a fweet melancholy 1 
The Gy^cks give to this, bird, whofe finging 
> fills the deferts, the name of pelro^ocki/h, bird 
qF the rocks, and ti)C Turks tliat of kujahcut* 

bon:l, which fignifics nightingale of the rocly 
Its hrilliar.t wrtrbliiis: occafions it to be in re- 
queft in the great towns of TuitKEv, where it 
.cofts as i>iuch as a hundred dollars, -that is, 
about two hundred and twenty-five livres of 
our money. 

For enriching and perfuming fuch charm-* 
ing retreats, it was not enoughthat innume- 
rable cluftcrs of flowers fiiouid hang above 
the ground'; its furface is alfo, in a man-- 
ner, fircwn with them. You admire their 
brilliant colour and dazzling variety. They 
are, ncvcithclefs, only piai.ts natural to the 
ilTand, and foicign Uuujs have not been laid 
under contribution for tliis elcsrant decora- 
lion. A\'it:i the exception of a few ihadca 
ipore lively and a part more regular, for 
^yhich they are iudchted to a (light degree 

. •■ LeynTrlejottaire^ Cuffon. Hift. Nat. des Oifcaux.— - 
I'uidiu cyaiius* LiN^*« 
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of' culture and to the choice of thefoil, thefe 
flowers ihine with equal lyftre in the midft of 
the/vcrdure of the plains, and on the de- 
clivity of the hills. By extending our walk 
beyond the limits of this gaix|en, with -which 
I have juft made you acquainted, you will' 
fee fcattered the fame flowers that are there 
aifembled. It is principally from the Iftand 
of Candia that oiir florifts have procured- 
the beautiful fpecies of ranunculuffcs and' 
anemones, which conftitute the ornament of 
our parterres. Whole. plains are enamelled 
with narciffufles ; lilies, tuberofes, hyacinths, 
rofes, faflfron, orchis of uncommon beauty, 
gj-efent themfelves at every ftep. 

You muft not imagine that the oleanders 
and myrtles, the ornaments of the rivulet 
which we have croffed, have there been plant- 
ed, and do not grow fpontaneoufly. The 
former are to be met with wherever there 
are running waters, and in all cool places ; 
and thefhrub confecrated to Love there forms 
hedges, thickets, &c. and both are fo com- 
mon that they might almoft be confidered 
as the brambles of the country. Other 
flirubs cover the hills and the rocks with 
their elegant foliage, and embelHlh them 
with their flowers. You there diftinguilh 

c c 4 a pretty 



39^ 



TRAVELS IN 






a pretty fpecies of hoUy, which the Greeks 
call kadomelas or koudomalia*y together with 
the medlar, thg buckthorn, the trefoil- ' 
tree, &c. 

Thefe clumps, which Nature has diftributed 
with fo much grace, are intermingled with 
aromatic plants, fuch as common thyme, 
creeping or wild thyme, fage, marjoram," fa- 
vory, &c. &c. Their fmell, as well as their 
verdure, is blended and confounded; it im- 
pregnates the air-with delightful emanations. 
You fee how the famous fraxinella or dittany 
of Crete,, celebrated by the ancients, clothes 
with profufion the rocks on which we are 
walking. The peafants coUeft it, and make 
it into fmall bundles of the fjze of the fift, 
tying it with rufli; thefe they bring to the 
market of Canea and other towns, where 
this plant is much efleemed by the prefent 
inhabitants. Its balfamic odour is preferved 
for a great length of time : I have ftill re- 
maining fome of this dittany, which I brought 
home from my travels in Candia," and which, 
for upwards of twenty years paft, has fcarcely 
loft any of its fmell, or of its virtues. It is a^ 
vulnerary, and an excellent ftomachic; I have 
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feen very good, efFefts from it, and I b^ve 
i^ade ule of it with great fuccefs on feveral 
occaiions. 

So great an abundance of faiutary plants 
renders- tbe climate of Candia the mofli 
heaUhful in tbe world. Hippocrates .fent 
hither his patients to breathe the air, charged 
with wholefome vapours, and I would, ad vife 
you alfo to fix your abode here, could* this 
beautiful country ceafe to be pojluted by the 
pref<^nce and domination of the barbarians^ 
who have fnatched it from the hands of civi- 
Jizcd.pcople, 
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Turks and Greeks of Candia. — Jf^omen. — CH- 
\,  . . •. 

mate. — Agriculture. — Olive-trees. — Cot- 
ion. — Midherryr'trce. — Scfhmicm. -^JVines. 
' — Forejls, — Rock-rofe, — Ladanum. --Horfes. 
— T>ogs, — Tarkijh Hog. — Hogs. — A female 
Cfrcek I rillager — Bees, honey ^ and 'ua.v. — 
Caufes of the rife in the price of 'taJt, and 
means of preventing it. 

Under a iky which the father of phyfic 
eonfidered as the reftorer of the health of 
Tr.rnkind, the human fpecies mull naturally 
lii.vc partaken of fo happy an influence. 
Tiiis, in fa6>, is what flrikes the obferver, 
ns i'i;on as he lands in the Ifland of Candia. 
Ihe Turks, whofe^rate is aheady f6 hand- 
f()i]ie, have there acquired a taller flature, 
niufclea more prominent and more ftrongly 
inarked/ broader cheft and flioulders, all the 
proportions which conftitute beauty and 
ilrength, together with an impofing ftep 
\ and 
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aod carriage; hut, through all thefe advan- 
tages, which we could not but with to ad- 
mire, the fternnefs of their countenance srivca 
to their majeftic exterior a formidable im- 
preilion. This fort of briliiant acquifition, 
which the Turks have made in Candia, 
though general among them is not (6 with 
the Greeks of that ifland. Of a ftature left 
tall, a corpulence lefs prominent, a flep left 
folemn, a make lefs robuft, but* moregraceful, 
this people appear to have degenerated under 
a climate which is natural to them, and in 
which they are abandoned to flavery, which 
alike degrades both the form of the body and 
that of th(* mind. 

And this fame difparity in the exterior at- 
tributes of the Turk and the Greek is alfo 
met with among the women of thofe two 
nations. The Turkifli women are there hand- 
fomer than in the other parts of the East ; 
whereas the female Greel^s have, generally 
fpeaking, fewer charms, than they poflefs 
in feveral other countries. This faft is worthy 
of attention ; it does not appear eafy to aflign 
its caufc. How happens it that a tempera- 
ture fo' favourable to the fine and vigorous 
conftitution of. foreigners has not, or at leaft 
appears not to have, any influence on that 

of 
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of the natives? The heavy yoke of cruel fla- 
very may probably, as I have juft faid, with 
regard to the men, leifen the effefts of a 

happy climate; but this impreffion cannot 

> • 

operate with fo, much activity oit the per- 
fon of the women, who, neverthelefs, feem 
to have loft manv more of their allurem^its. 
Does a long habit of good defiroy its fweet 
impreffion ? Or elfe have the excellent qua- 
lities of the air, which is breathed in Can- 
DiA, fomcthing too vjgorous, and, if I may 
ufe the expreffion, too mafculine for the de- 
licate organs of the M^omen, who kave been 
expcfed to it fronj time immemorial? 

With the exception of the leprofy, which 
ivas brought thither from Asia, and which, 
with precautions, might be made to difap- 
peir, as we have extirpated it in Franck, 
where it was one of the fatal prefents of the 
crufades, there are no contagious nor prevail- 
ing difordcrs in the Ifland of Candia. I 
fpeak not of the plague, which, in countries 
where every j»rudential meafure is unknown, 
may be introduced there accidentally. The 
water is as good as the air; it runs dowA 
on all fides from the mountains; and, hav- 
ing great rapidity in its courfc over inclined 
rocks, it preferves its limpidnefs, and does 

not 
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not colleS into ponds or marfhes, whence 
might iffue pernicious exhalations. 

The nature of the productions of the earth 
partakes of that of the atmofphere; their 
good qualities would not be inferior to their 
abundance, if agriculture, that mother of 
Hates, could, I do not fay be there en- 
couraged, but ceafe to be difgraccd and per* - 
fecuted. Commerce and induftry, in order 
to fix themfelves there with fplendour, are 
waiting only for a change in the govern- 
ment, and men more worthy to reign ov^er . 
a country which^the inappreciable advantages 
that it has received frOm Nature have ren- 
dered famous, ftill more than the annals of 
antiquity. Its plains, abanddned to an ac-^ 
tive culture, divefted of every obftacle, might, 
like thofe of Sicilv, become the granary 
which would infiire the fubfiftence of a po- 
pulation more numerous than it is in our 
days, as well as that of the neighbouring and 
lefs favoured countries. On a land, which 
•its nature and that of the atmofphere which 
warms it render impatient to produce, the 
inhabitants would take advantage of the 
forwardnefs of the harvefisj in order to com* 
mjt to it, in the fame year, plants which 
.would double its produce. A change of crops, 

well 
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well managed, vould afl&wd the facility W 
multiplying cattle, which ^re wanting there 
lit the prqlent day, and M'bich, in the eyes of 
every intelligent farmer, arc a certain fource 
of fecundity and riches. New kinds 6f cul- 
ture would find, on a foil fo fertile, the ele- 
ments of a prodtiftivv vegetation, at tlie fame 
time that tikofe to which the natives are ba* 
bituated, would acquire greater iucreafe and 
abundauce. 

In the firft rank of thcfe ancient produc- 
tions of the earth, which Hill oflfer fom« 
fpeculatjon to coniHierce^ but which, fup- 
ported by a good adminiftration, would be- 
come fo flour hhing, we muft place tl>c olive- 
tree. Nojdiinate, no foil is more propitiou*^ 
to it than that of Candia, and the oils 
which are drawn from it, refined like ours, 
would ceafe to be common oils, fit only for 
foap-houfes and manufactories. 
,' Inde]:^ndently of wheat and barley, Avtiich 
can fcarcely beof a fuperior quality, cotton 
alfp is there cultivated ; but this commodity 
is iiegledied in the yallies 'of Caxdia, al*- 
though it fucceeds in tlicni extremely well* 
Hands, and a6tivity, which are difcouragel 
by flavery and . exafitions, are wanting to 
agriculture^ as well as to indultry, and plains 
which 
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which the labour of men oiight hting into 
.uni£bn with the rich profufion of Nature, fe- 
jnain ufelefs and foriaicen. 

This is the cafe with the mulberry-tree, , 

by no means plentiful in Candia, thoUgh 

•it would grow there amazingly well, and 

'W4>uld raake'of the filk-trade, at moft null 

in our days, one of the branclies ' of public 

riches. . i . 

Sefamum*, the oil of which has, fimce anci- 
ent times, been much in nfe in the £ast, 
alfo occupies fome place in the plains; but 
this fervjceable plant is ftill more negle6ted 
than the others. 

One of the produftions of the Ifland of 
Candia, which has preferved its ancient re-* 
putatipn, it; wine, which, in fome diftrids; 
is ftill delicious. Every one knows that 
Homer has praifed the wine of Candia^ 
and that Jupiter drank no other nedar 
cluring his ftay in the ifland. The caloyers 
jof a little convent, fituated in a very fertile 
and very agreeable plain, 'half a league from 
CAKEAf, prefentcd. me with a wine ftill 

* Sefamum indicum. Link* 
f In this convent I faw the epitaph of a child of a 
French confttU M. DeJ/e^ that was interred there in 1715* 

'' worthy 
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wort}iy 6f figuring at the table of the gods^ 
•andwhichy in point of delicacy and perfume, 
was not inferior to the heft knowrn wines. 
The mahhfey, which is made in the en- 
virons of Mount Ida, is alfo much efteemed; 
but ail thefe Candia wines mufl be drunk 
with great caution ; they are of a fiery qua- , 
iity, fly very quickly to the head, and fhake 
the nerves. The Turks of Canea are lefs 
fcrupulous obfervers of the prohibitions of 
Mahom£t, than thofe of other, countries. 
Several drink wine with much pleafure,and it 
is not uncommon there to meet fome who 
have all the fymptoms of intemperance, and 
the effrontery of people who are not afraid of 
•publicly manifefting a contempt for the laws. 
Itmayeafily be conceived, that the ftrength 
.of the wine neceffarily increafes the violence 
of their charader, and to meet them at that 
time is not unattended with danger. 

Although the commercial relations of 
•Feanck with Candia have been habitual, 
the wines of that iflaud have never been an 
.objeft of fpeculation, whether they have been 
little known, or, which is more probable* 
whether the quantity which is made of them 
.be not fufficiently confiderable to become an 
article of commerce of great importance in 

the 
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the eyes of our merchants in the Levakt, 
who concerned themfelves . little to difcover 
new branches, to add to thofe pointed out to 
them by an old routine. I am. convinced 
that the Cakdia wines, brought into out 
countries, would not appear inferior to their 
ancient renown. The Greeks, certain of find- 
ing new ventSy would extend the culture of , 
their vines, the produce of which would be 
another mean of facilitatingf mutual ex- 
changes, and increafing the advantages of a 
reciprocal commerce. 

The plantations of Nature- are.no lefs ufeful 
in a country on which ihe has poured her 
favours with profuiion, than thofe which 
are due to culture. Not to mention thofe 
charming flirubs, which an eternal fpring 
preferves, with fo ntany charms, on a land 
that they inceifantly adorn, nor of .that pro* 
digious quantity .of aromatic plants witli* 
which the rocks are embalmed, fbreils cpvef, 
in feveral places, the declivity of the moun> 
tains, and crown the fummit of the hills. 
Pines, cedars, and fii-s, there flioot forth 
ilraight and tall items, an inappreciable re* 
fource for fliip-building, / as well as the refin 
which exudes from thefe vaft nurferies of 
Nature. No country, perhaps, unites, with 
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Yo .many: ad vantages and ib much profafion^ 
ohja6ts of great utility ^to thjoib of agreeable^- 
nefs; a valuable union, fince* it is the bafe of 
the profp^ity of nations^ and of the traniient, 
but fucceflive happinefe of thofe of wlK)m they 
are coitipofed. 

On the mountains in the vicinity of Canea, 
and at the foot of Mount Ida, grows a fpe- 
cies of rock-rofe *, which yields ladanum or 
labdanums a refinous fubilance that ferves for 
perfumes, and the preparation of certain 
drugs. The ancient Greeks called it ledfm; 
' it ni^as of great vahie in their qres, and they 
drew it from fome other countries, and parti- 
cularly SvRiA.and the Ifle ofjCvPRus. The 
ancients intruded, iii a manner, • the goats 
jinith the care of colle6iing this article. Thefc 
animals, a real fcourge to trees, on whofe 
leaves and boughs they browfe, fell with 
avidity on the rock-rofes, whofe odour at- 
trads them, and the refin which trickled 
ifrom the branches, broken by their teeth, fo 
pernicious to forefis and plantations, clang to 
their beards, there became indurated, and 
formed little balls, which were carefully col- 
leded, hut which were almoft ahvays mixed 

* dftiu ladamferus. LiiiN. 
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with. goat's hair*, and infe^ed with the 
ftrong fmell of that animal. At this day 
ladanum is coUefted with greater citanlinefs ; 
for that purpofc .is ufed a fort of iorig-handled 
whip^ formed of fei double row of leathern 
ftrapsrf, Which is gendypaffed over tbe leaves 
of the rock-frofes, in the hotteft tiffie 9f the 
year, and dhring the greatefl he^t of the day. 
The whole Jnumber pf ftraps of whicift this 
very fimple inftrument is cotnpolbd, become^ 
loaded with fliining drops a£^ clear as turpen- 
tine:, thefe rare fcraperd ofi^ and inade ihto 
tiakes: this is ladanun)^ ^which, colleded in 
tbis .manner, would !><*• vel'y pure, had not a 
fpirit of fraud taught the Greeks to sfdulteratt 
itl by mixing it with fand: • ; »• 

This fort of crop, which prelim?rtary la* 
hours have not introduced, and which Na- 
ture ajone prepares* every year, is ftill profi- 
table to the peafants of Candia. Indepen- 
dently of the quantity of ladanum which paffes 
into our countries, a great confumption is 
made of it in the East. It is a cuftom aU 
- moft general to knead little bits of it between 

* r 

I 

* Plin. Hifi. Nat* lU^* ;cii. cap. xriL 

t TouRNEFORT has jiven tji^ figure' of oncof theft 
whips, in the 6x& yolume of his f^c^^ag^ du Lfvunh page 73 
•f the 4to edition. 
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th? fitigersi and to fmell the fweet and ra- 
ther agreeable odour which they diffufe; the 
women, principally, take a pleafure in hand- 
ling it in this manner. Befides its perfume, 
this fubftance is reckoned to avert contagion, 
and to poflefs feveral i>ther medical proper- 
ties. In, the iflands of the Archipelago, I 
have feen. it pretty frequently ufed a^ a remedy 
for thp head*ach, by applying it to the ar- 
tpries of the temples. 

. If from the fubftances which the land of 
the Ifland.of Candia produces, and which 
are of fo excellent a quality, that, according 
to the ancients, every thing that . grows iti 
that ifland is. incomparably better than what 
is gathered in other countries, we pafs to the 
ufef^l s^nimals which are there kept, we (hall 
difcover the fame favoura of Nature, the fame 
remifinefs, the fame negligence, on the part 
of the inhabitants, the neceflary confequence 
of general pppredion ; in ihort, the fame means 
qf amelioration in agriculture and of extenfioti 
jn commerce. The race of horfes which is 
there feen originally came from Barb art; 
but they have extremely degenerated in point 
of fonn and beauty. Handfome horfes arc 
fcarce ; but, on the other hand, there are 
none, perhaps, that can be compared to them 

for 
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for being ftrong and fupple in their limbs, and 
alfo for being furefooted. Accuftomed to 
climb up fteep mountains, or to delcend 
very inclined planes, their ftep is firm, and 
whether they carry a rider, or whether, loaded 
with heavy burdens, they feem to advance 
with difficulty, they never Rumble in the moil 
difficult places. The addrefs with which they 
afcend and defcend roails, which are nothing 
more than furfaces, almoft levd, of fmooth 
marble, bordered by precipices, and on which 
the feet of the horfes appear not to have any 
hold, is truly admirable. By dint of having 
fet their feet in the fame place, they have 
marked the impreffion of them, and, in the 
roiigheft defcents, they cling, by putting them 
exaftly into tliefe little hollows, which they 
feek, and know how to find again with won- 
derful exaftnefs. However frightful the road 
may appear,. the traveller needs not be under 
any uneafinefs on that account; it is fufficient 
for him to fuffisr the liorie to proceed, and 
not confine his movements, by endeavouring' 
to check the bridle, or to pull up his head, 
fo as to hinder him from feeing the only little 
excavations that can prevent him from falling 
and throwing his rider. Tliefe excellent 
horfes, intended for travelling in a country 

pp 3 entirely 
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entirely coveted with rocky mountains, arc, 
for tjie moft part, aban(}oned to people who 
over-load and ufe them ill. The figns of 
mifery, the marks of ill ufage and of want 
of care, are to be remarked jn the greater part 
of them. Such, is, in general, the cruelty of 
the difpoiition of man, who repays the impor- 
tant fervices of a fpecies of animals, all whofe 
faculties are coufecrated to him, without re- 
ferve, only by the coldeft iufenfibility and. 
barbarity the moft ungratefuL 

Another fpecies of doipeftic animals of the 
Ifland of Candia, the faithful friends of 
man, and companions of the hosfe, were for- 
merly reckoned, on account of their fleet- 
uefs and agility, the beft in Greece, after 
thofe of LacedemoniA. But their race is 
degenerated, efpecially fmce the Turks, great 
enemies to dogs, have made themfelves 
mafters of that beautiful country. The dogs 
of Candia, like almoft all Jhofe of the East, 
^ are a fpecies of large greyhounds or courfing 
dogs, which, to be handfome animals, require 
only a little attention. But, in thofe coun- 
tries of tyranny and flavery, thefe animals, 
to whom attachment is a want, cannot cxer* 
cife that amiable quality of their inftinft; 
every where repulfed, in vain they endeavour 

to 
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to exhibit fome ftcrH marks of it; obliged 
lo check themfelves, even in the very figns 
of their aifeftiou^ tiiey, nevefthelefs, mifcr- 
able a8 they are, prefer living with man, and, 
aa it were, in fpite of him, rather than eman- 
cipate themfelves from a condition of «eg- 

^ le6l and misfortune, -by returning to their pri- 
initive ftat6 of liberty, in which they would, 
indeed, no longer have ill lifage to -undergo; 
but which would deprive them of the hope of 

' obeying the fate of the law impofed on them 
by Nature, of having no other will' than that 

. of their mailers, no other fentiment tlian that 
of abfolute devotion. 

On the fubjeft of dog^, which are in very 
great numbers in the towns of Turkey, I 
fhall remark, that we might feek there in 
vain that fpecies, rather uncommo^i and with- 
out hair, which we call the TurVijh dog, and 
fometimes the naked, dog. It is not in the 
temperate chmate of Turkey that dogs lofe 
their hair, it is not even under, the burning 
fky of Egypt; for thofe feen in thg moft 

^ northern part, which is diftinguifhed by the 
name of Lower Egypt, are of the race of 
large greyhouiMls, deformed by want, which 
are found in. the other tqwns of Turkey; 
and thofe of Upper Egypt have longhairj 

i) !d 4 and 
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and fomewhat refemble our (hepherd's dog. 
I cannot fay, with precifion, ^ from what 
country the Turkiih dog originally qame; 
but I have' never met with a fing^e ope in 
Turkey^; and whatever inquiry I made, thofe 
to whom I applied were unable to indicate 
to me where any of them were to be found, 
or 'even to give me to underftand that they 
M'^erevknown in that country. I have even 
fome reafon to fufped that this is a diftind; 
and feparate fpecies ; and the fcarcity of thefe 
dogs in Europe might lead us to prefume 
that they are a fimple accidental variety in a 
fpeqies of animals, the razees of which are in- 
ceflantly croffed and mingled ; a variety 
which may have been called Turkijh dog^ -be- 
caufe, having fcarcely any hair, they have 
•fome refemblance to the Turks, with whoCe 
fcrupulous attention to eradicate their hair 
every one is well acquainted. 

In Candia no carnivorous and ferocious 
animal exiils. The Hiepherd is eafy as to the 
fate of his flock, ^hioh has not to dread the 
murderous tooth pf the wolf. Accordingly 
the iheep tberd pafs their life, in the open air, 
browiing, at full liberty, on the odoriferous 
plants with, which the mountains abound. 
Ofottocs, formed by J^ature in the bpfom 

of 
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of the ' rocks, ferve thrnn as a (helter againft 
ilorm^ an4 bad weather. The milk given by 
the ewes and flie-goats furniflies very good 
cheefe. Thofe which are made at Sphachia, 
the fouthern diflri£b of the ifland^ have a 
great reputation, and are lent all over the 
Levant. But a more important article of 
commerce is wool, of which there is alfo ex- 
ported a fmall quantity that will appear very 
trivial, if we compare it to the abundance 
of the food whi(!h the country affords for the 
fupport of flocks more numerous and better 
taken care of, than they are under a govern- 
ment, the real fcourge of agriculture, and 
under which nothing profpers but tyranny. 

The Greeks alfp keep hogs, a greater num- 
ber of which would be profitable to rural 
economy. The inhabitants ought at leaft to 
feel themfelv^s, in fome meafure, obliged to 
the Turks, to whom hogs are animals unclean 
and detefted, for not prevei^ting their being 
reared in the country-places, where, however, 
they are not very common. A hog is even 
a prefept which is of fome value in the eyes of 
the Greek villagers. I happened, one day, 
to be in a village between Canea and Re- 
TtMO, with my janizary, and my Provencal 
reneg;ado. I lodged at the houfe of an honeft 
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farmer, wliofe wife meddled a little tvith 
phyfic aiyj bleeding. I never received fo 
many marks of frank ahd cordial hofpitality, 
as during the very Ihort ftay which I made 
^th thefe worthy people. The woman, in 
particular, kvifhed on me the moft officious 
civilities, and the inoft delicate attentions. 
She might be reckoned one of the handfome 
women of the ifland, where, as I have laid, 
beauty is ratlier* uncommon. She was np 
longer young j but her face was charaftc- 
rized by thofe large and noble features, wliich 
are the appendage of the Greek women in 
general; her eyes were remarkably fine; 
her hair, of a fliining black, was braided with 
ribands^ which only half furrounded itj and 
this braid, rolled on the top of the head, 
formed a fort of helmet or turban, which fet 
'' off, w\th no inconfiderable advantage, the 
featui-esof her face. To thefe exterior allure- 
ilients, this worthy Greek woman added a 
tenderand generous heart. In order partly 
to teftify to her my gratitude, I offered her 
an excellent lancet, for which (lie had ap- 
peared to have a great fancy. She attached 
fo much value to this trifling prefent, that 
flie was determined to make me one in her 
turn. 

3 ' The 
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Tlie iiiorning before my departure, while 
the attendants were getting ready our horfes, 
file caufed a live hog to be brought, and tied 
on mine, which I was greatly aftonifhed to 
fee on my faddle, when I was prej^aring to 
mount. The not over-fcrupiilous janizary, 
who accompanied me, had himfelf affifted 
to faften on this Angular portmanteau. With 
"an infinite deal of trouble I got it removed. 
My landlady appeared grieved at my refufal, 
and I had no fmall ditiilculty to make het 
comprehend how highly improper it M^oilld 
be that I ihotild enter a 1 urkifli town, where 
hogs are held. in abhorrence, with one of 
thofe animals tied on behind me. 

A branch of rural induftry, which is not 
fufficiently encouraged in our country, and 
which fucceeds in Candia with gi'eat faci- 
lity^ and without much trouble, is the multi- 
plication of bees. In order to (hew the good- 
nefs of the honey which they yield, the an- 
cients feigned that Jupiter had been fed 
on it, on Mount Ida. This honey is, in 
faft, of the greateft beauty ^ and wax, which 
enters at prefent, but on a very fmall fcale, 
into the export-trade of the ifland, would 
there be extremely abundant^ if aftivity, the 

mother 






414 ' .TRAVELS IV 



CHAPTER XXII. 



1 1 



Carnivorous animflls. — Birds ^ prey. — Ser-^ 
pents. -^Tarantula. -^ Mining Jpider. — Li^ 
zdrd. — Golden plmers.-j-ThruJhes. — Hydro^ 
phobia.. — Profcarabaus. — Candia. — CnoP 
" fiis. — Gprty na. — Labyrinth. — Retimo.— 
Harbour of Paleo-Caftro< — Spfuichiots. — 

Pyrrhic dance. 

• • • ' 

« 

An ifland, which gave birth to J u filter, 
and in which every thing anqpunced .tha 
favour and the gratitude of the.gpdsj pught 
not to contain any thing niifchievous, nor 
feed any noxious aninial. The ancients, 
ftruck by the numerous allurements of the 
Ifland of CAl^DIA, which they regarded as 
aa abode truly celeftial, did not content 
themfelves with faying that no wild beaft 
flied blood on its territory, which is the truth ; 
fince, on the fuppofition that carnivorous 
quadrupeds had there cxifled, their races have 
entirely difappeared, and the ufeful and inno- 
cent ewe is not in fear of feeing its feeble 
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laitib carried off by cruel fpoilers! But ex- 
aggeration has 1>een blended with the ac- 
counts of the ancients, or rather with the en- 
comiums that they took a pleafure in fcat- 
tering" over the defcription of a country of 
which there is fufficient good to be faid, 
without there being a neceffity for having 
recoiirfe to imaginary advantages. It was 
kflerted- that birds of prey even could not 
there fubfift, and that, if any were brought 
thither, they foon periflied. It is u^necef- 
fary to premife, that this was carrying th^ 
matter a little too far: the bird of prey, 
whofe rapid and continued flight clears gr^t 
fpaces,^may very eafily arrive in the liland 
of Candia, eftabliOi itlelf, and multiply 
on the Ihattered fummits of the high rocks 
with which it is ""thickly ftrewn, or on the 
top of the large trees which tower above its 
furface: the fmall game, which there abounds, 
affords a food eafily acquired by birds that 
live by the death of others; and the nature 
of their retreats would render it very difficult 
to diflodge them. And, indeed, birds of 
prey, and even thofe whofe too tender eye 
cannot fupport the brightnefs of day, and 
which are addi6ted only to no6turnal excur- 
iions, are there met with rather frequently, 

although ' 
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although the ancients had thence excluded 
them without juft reafon. 

It h alfo without foundation that it was 
formerly aflerted, that thelfland of Candia 
, was exempt from ferpents and other vene-, 
mous animals: Pli;ny, neverthelefs, made 
an exception in favour of the phalangium^ or 
tarantula.. On a hilly foil, which retains 
no ilagnant waters, and which long rains.do 
not. impregnate with too much humidity, 
tlie propagation of reptiles and infecb cannot 
be coniiderable, and there they find not 
the elements which compofe their poifon. 
Be'lon had already obferved that three 
fpecies of ferpents were there known: the 
ophisy the ochendray and the ephloti *. . It is 
no eafy matter to indicate, with precifion, 
what are the fpecies diftinguiflied by thefe 
ancient names; to clear up this point of 
criticifm, it would be neceffary to enter 
into difcuffions,/ the refult of which would 
afford nothing very fatisfaftory, or other- 
wife have beheld thefe ferpents, and this 
is not the cafe with me. 

The tarantula is here reckoned to be very 
venemous, and even to occafiojn death ; but 

• Ohrervations tie plufUurs Jingularitii ei cbofes m€morahles% 
tnuveis en Greet, &c. 
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I have every reafon to fufpeft that there 
a)ib exifts hete another fpecies of fpider^ as 
dangerous as the tatantula. This is on what 
I ground my cofljeftures* Several Frehch- 
tnen, who had relided for a long time at 
Cane A, and even fome of the moft intelligent 
Greeks, told me that a fpider, whofe fting is 
mortal, was to be found in this country. 
They could not dcfcribe it to me in fuch 
a manner as to make me reqognife it; but 
they were acquainted with the tarantula, and 
they affured me, that the infeft of which they 
were fpeakingto me differed from it greatly: 
indeed, they gave me a convincing proof of 
this difference. It is well knownr that the 
tarantula dwells in the ground during the 
winter, or during the rainy feafon; and - 
' that, in the dry feafon, it keeps in the air, 
and fpins its Web. The fpider here in quef- 
tion, on the contrary, though as big as the 
tarantula, livds conftantly in fubterraneous 
retreats: thefe are fmall cylindrical cavities, 
clothed internally with threads, and the en* , 
trance of which is clofed by a hinged lid, 
fimilar to that of a fnuff-box. This in^, 
duftrious infeA is of the fpecies of the 
mafon^ipider, which Sauvag^s di&overed 
in LANGt7£D0C, and which has aUb been 
vat. I. K E feeijL 
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feen in the Ifland of Corsica. Tor the ex- 
tremely curious details of the habits of this 
fpider, I refer the read^ to a very circum- 
ilantial Memoir, which my learned friend 
Latreille has publiflied on this fu)L^e6t; 
in the Mtmoires de la Sociite d^HiJioire Na- 
turelle de Paris. He will there fee with what 
implements Nature has provided the infed 
deftined to dig its abode: it carries in its 
head, above the infertion of the -claws, a fet 
of parallel and prominent teeth; it is a fort 
of rake, with which the animal turns up the 
earth, and fmooths the M'^alls of its retreat' 

Although the mining fpider of Langue- 
dOc is not i-eckoned venemous, it would not 
be extraordinary that it ihould be fo in the 
East; we know that this infed, or at leaft 
a fpecies very fimilar, occafions by its fting 
very ferious accidents in Jamaica*. How-^ 
ever, without being fcarce in Candia, the 
mafoQ-f^ider does not make its appearance 
there frequently ; becaufe, accuftomed to live 
under ground, it dreads the broad day, and 
iffues frpm its cell only during the night 

• ^/^Browjt> Natural Hiflory of Jamaica, tab. :cLiir« 
fig. 4; and the Memoir of Latreille refpefting niin« 
ij^g ipiders. 
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I was alfo aflured that there, was, in the 
fame country, afpecies of lizard very veno- 
mous ; but I did not fee it, and it is only 
from limple conjecture that I fufpe£l that it 
might probably be the gecko ^y which is met 
with in other countries of the East, in the 
vicinity of the Iflaud of Candia, and parti- 
cularly in Bahbary and Egypt! 

It is to this inconfideraWe number of mif- 
chievous beings that the danger of inhabiting 
the Idand of Candxa is reduced; and our 
readers will admit that thefe are thorns 
fcarcely perceptible, in the midil of the im-. 
menfe and delightful quantity of flowers and ^ 
charms with which it is rich an4 brilliant. 

All the neceffaries of life are there to be 
fomid in great plenty; the coafts abound 
with fifh ; the plains and the mountains feed 
a great deal of game, and, above, all, a con* 
liderable number of red partridges, ^irds 
of paflage come and increafe the multitude 
of thofe beings which man has confecrated 
to his voracity. (Grolden plovers are very 
common at the beginning of the winter; 
and when the cold begins to be felt, with- 
out ever being fufficiently powerful to form 

££ S ice. 
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ke, the Greeks of the country-placesinake 
on the tfaruiiies a fucce&ful attack. Tboia 
birds allTecire.ioto the groves of orange and 
lemon trees, to pafs the night; their purfuers^ 
with deceitfal lights, carry alarm int;o the 
midftof thefe fleeping flocks; imagining that 
k is day, the thrufhes quit the foliage, the 
charming afylum which a cruel fnare con- 
verts into a fcene of death; they are feen 
flying roiind the torches, and they are knocked 
on the head with large wooden battledores. 
In this; manner the peafants fill facks with 
them, and cariy them to the markets of,the 
to\>-ns. 

Although the terrible diforder, with the 
nature of which we .are yet fo little ac* 
quaint'ed, I mean the hydrophobia, is un- 
known in warmer countries. of the EAst, 
I have been told that it makes its, appear-? 
ance, but rather feldom indeed, in the Ifland 
of Candia. Dapper alio mentions that 
this ifland has teen frequently aflliSed by 
naad dogs, which have from time to time 
incommoded tlie inhabitants*. The remedy 
which the King of Prussia purchafed, and 
ccmfed to be publiflied in 1777, is there 

* De/cription dilArMftU foUo^ page 462. 
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Iqiowiv; and it is very probable that it is 
from that or fome neighbouring country^ 
that the poffeffor of this pretended fecret had 
obtained it, for it was not a novelty. Ma- 
THioLE has fpoken of it from Avicenne*, 
and I have been affured that, from time 
immemorial, the Candiots employed it as a 
fovereign fpecific againft madnefs. Our con- 
ful at Canea told me, that as far back as 
1776, he had fent to France the infe6k ^vhich 
fumiihes this fpecific ; whence wfc muft con- 
clude that the pretended difcovery of this 
pemedy in Europe was nothing more than 
an imposition. 

This infeft is the meloe or oil-beetle, a 
fpecies of profcarabseus f, the larva of which 
bears the mme of may-worm ; it is common 
in our countries; in the fpring, it i^ to 
be found in gardens, woods, fields, and 
forefts. An oily liquor iffues from the body 
of tlie infeft, when it is touched or crufhed. 
In Cakdia, it is reduced to powder, which 
the patient fwallows; but this remedy pof- 
fefles a very violent afti vity ; it caufes con- 
vulfionS; pains in the bowels, inflammations. 



* Commenioires/ur Dio6CORidbs« llv. vL 
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agony, bleedings at the nofc, bloody .urinc^ 
and even death, . when it is taken in too largd 
9 dofe. s The ancient phyficians confidered 
it as a, favourable fymptom, if the man/, 
attacked by madnefs, paflTed blood in hiar 
vrine*; but fuch curative means arcie^uiva- 
lent to the diforder itfelf, and the modems 
have been in the right to relinquifti them. 

Although Canea 13 thie moft populous 
and moft trading town of the ifland, yet it 
is not the capital. Gandia has preferved 
that title, even after it has loft the advantages 
thence ai^cruiag. Its harbour,, much fre- 
quented in the time of the ^Venetians, has 
been choked up from the effe6l of the: general . 
improvidence of theTurks, fo that it can now 
admit only the fmall barks of the country. 
Merchant- veflels can no longer enter it but in 
ballaft, or with a fourth of their lading ; and' 
if they are under tlie neceflity of taking in 
their cargo, they muft, . like the Jhips of 
war, repair to Stan-Dja, a fmall . iflaid four 
leagues off, and oppofite to Candia. This 
ifland has preferved its dncient najne of 
Dia; for that of SiAN-DUy Xvhich the 
European, navigators give it, is a compofir 

* Mathzoi EJ at the place quoie^* 
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tion. of thq Greek words, eis ten Dias, to 
go to Dia. Boats con wy thither goods on 
board the ihipping. 

So great a reftraint has reduced to ahnoft 
nothing the trade of the town of Candia ; 
barks bring from Canea the produ^liona 
of that part of the ifland; and fliortly, as 
I have faid, the harbour of this latter town 
will become equally impracticable, and (hips, 
like commerce, will no longer have any 
point of union, or place to take in their 
cargoes, but the rocky and uninhabited coaft 
of the Gulf of Suda. 

The town of Can;dia, built on the fpot 
which was occupied by the ancient city of 
Her AC LEA, is (ituated in a beautiful plain, 
interfered by (loping hills, which fhare its 
fertility. It is the Khandak of the Arabs;, a 
word derived from candar, which, accord- 
ing to fomeof the learned, fignifies entrench- 
ment. It is evident, from the buildings in 
this town, that it is not the Avork of the 
Turks ; ftraight ftreets, regular fquares, houfes 
fiibftantially conftru6led — every thing an- 
nounces that it owes its exiftence to the 
Venetians; but every thing announces, at 
ijhe fame time, both the frightful ravages of 
war and the flower havock of want. Here- 
\ . ■' are 
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are flill to be feen ruins, the remaitis of 
the memorable fiege which it fufiained, for 
twenty-^hree years, agaiuft the Ottoman 
forces. The lofs of its commerce has 
changed its flouriiliing fituation into an 
, unhappy ftatc, and has cofiderably reduced 
the number of its inhabitants, w1k>, for the 
mod part, have removed to Canea, to- 
gether with the foreign merchants. 

It is, neverthelefs, ftill the feat of tho 
general government of the ifland. The pa- 
cha, fent thither by the court of Constan- 
TiNTOPLE, is a pacha with three tails; but, 
proud of his dignity and of his power, he^ 
contents himfelf with commanding a militia 
frequently ungovem^-ble : entirely occupied 
by his private fortune, he thinks only of 
extending it by exaftions, and concerns him* 
felf little to re-eftablifh, impair, or procuri; 
% few advantages for a country, to which 
he is a fcourge, like the government from 
which he derives his authority. 

Near Candia, are lying in the duft thcJ 
ruins of Cnossus, an ancient town\where 
Minos held his couit, and the abode of _ 
the moft powerful and the moft warlike 
people of the Ifland of" Crete. A fmall 
village; CsassoVy would recall to mind the 

iite 
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fite of the ancient town, were it not difqo* 
verable, in a manner no lefs certain . t)iaii 
affli^ling, from the rubbiih which covert it, 
and a great part of which has ferved for ihi 
buildings of modern Candi A. y 

Some ruins,. which occupy a great extent 
of ground, and flill afford fragments of an*- 
cient magnificence, are tbofe of Gorttka, 
a celebrated town, whofe power and Iplen- 
dour eclipfed that of Ckossus. Near thil 
Ijpot is feen the labyrinth ; it appears not to 
be that w|)idi was famous in antiquity^ and 
particularly from the itory or fable tif 
Ariadne and Theseus. This latter wm 
near Cnossus, and there no longer ajH 
pear any veftiges of it» The kbyrindi a( 
GoRTTNA is, according tt> all appearMM^ 
nothing more than immenfe quarriei^, fuoh aa 
are to be met ^ith in the yicinity of gita^ 
toi^vns. Such is the opinion of judicious ob* 
fcrvers. Savary combats it; but evety <mc 
knows that this writer was not the partifiia df 
finiple and natural effects; he took a deligilt 
in giving to the objefls of antiquity, of 
which he fpoke, a very lofty origin, in ordtr 
that he might take the opportanity of trac* 
ing it, very ably no doubt, but in a very 
uncerfsiin manner, fttmi events. whtdi ages 
cover with an obfcurity that it hticlt always 
YO^u f. * f eafy 
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eaiy to penetrate. In truthi in this laby^ 
vintb) or rather in thefe quarries of Gorttna, 
thcr^ is nothing fuiprifmg, and they may 
^compared to the numerous and iipmcnfe 
galleries from which have been taken th<; 
^(mesof the edifices and houfes of Paris. 

Between CaKea and Candia ftands, on 

jthe fea-jfliore, a fmall town, whofe piefent 

naim^ of RetimOj is nearly the fame as tjiat 

sof RiTHYMNA^ which it formerly bore- Jts 

^ua^^ou is delightful; the plaia which (brr 

rounds it is rich in all forts of proviiions; its 

-gardens are very agreeablei and its houfes 

c^rell built; but its harbour is no longer prac- 

^ticable except fof the barks of the country ; 

. ft ipis remain in th^ road ; yet. they anchor 

,th<K but feldom ; and Ret i mo, which, from 

fits poiition, the. abundance of oil which is 

;colleAed in its yi0inity, and the other pro- 

•dtt^lions of its territory, might be an im^ 

.portajit place of trade, has, as well as 

Candia, feen a paxjt of its population pa& 

to Canea. 

Independently of the harbour of Sud^, 
.there alfo exiils another equally fpaciou/s, con- 
venient, and fafe,. in the moft eadem paft 
of. the ifland, in a gulf formed, by Cape 
. SiDEBA and Cape Splomo^ ; but the coalft 
« ^refeots pot piore ha|)itations thaji ^t ^v-v^. 
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Pcre jirc to be feen nothing but ruins, called 
t>y the Greeks Paleo Castho, a name 
.>vhichthey give. to all antiept to>vns, a few 
Jierdfmen's huts, rocks, and br.anibles; ex- 
cept a great quantity of red partridges. 
Contrary winds detained me there for feyefal 
^ays, in going to Alexandria, on bo^d of 
the At A LAN TE frigate, which they had com- 
pelled to put into this port We had with us 
fi felucca. The fight of thefe two veffels of 
war fo intimidated the Ihepherds of the coaft, 
that they haftily made their efcape, with their 
flocks, and abandoned to us the foil' and their 
pabjns, J^ot one of them re-appeared during 
^pijrftay. They probably took our vdfels for 
Turkiih veffels, and thus fecured themfelves 
.from the oppreffion of their crews. Wh^ 
piuft .be the fate, of this intereljting and 
unfortunate people^ of Greece, fincp the 
,fole approach of thx^fe, to whom a fat^l 
defliny has fubjeded them, is in their eyes 
a dreadful fcpurge ! 

I fhall not imcjertake to give a defcription 
pf a country fo vaft as the Ifland of Can-- 
pjA ; this would be the objefl; of a long 
work, and I have no intention of carrying 
the prefent to too great an extent What I 
have faid of it is fufficient for prefcnting tl^e 
general pifture of one of the mofi beautiful 
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and moil fmiling countries on earth ; ami 
longer details would lead me* too far. I 
ihall add but one word refpefting the tribe 
of Greeks who inhabit the miountains of 
SpACHiAi orh tfo?' fouth coaft of the ifland. 
They fpeafe a puier dialef^ than the other 
Greeks, becaufe habituated to the fimple and 
hard life of mountaineers, they have* idtf- 
. darned to mix with the nations which have 
fucceflively occupied their country. . They 
are good warriors, and verv dexterous \\k 
ihooting with a bow; but feveral dUgrace 
their courage and their ikill by giving them-,- 
felvGB up to robbery ; frequently they lie in 
ambuih behind the rocks which . ikirt the 
roads acrofs the mountains; they' attack and 
kill paffengers, and are; above all, dreaded by 
Turkifli travellers. It is faid that the Spha- 
ehiots are the only ones among the Greek* 
who have preferved the Pyrrhic or warlike 
dance, which is executed with artns in the 
hand, and at the fame time performing vari- 
ous evolutions. It is not aftoniihing that 
nations, to whom the terrible reprefentation 
of war is a fport and recreation, ihould have 
favage manners, and be inclined to realize, 
by violent aftions, fcenes which they are in 
the habit of reprefen ting in their amufement^- 

BND OF FIRST VOLUJM'E* 



isi .S» 






jKllll^l^itaa- 



:*: 



; 



w 



*. 1 



\ 



\ 



} 



r 



V 




K # 



•' ■^*' ''*^-« '• 



K^ 



"*-.^i^' 



w|B|#:f#||:|:;i: 



1 



^ 



% 



1 



 'H -•: «•■*» . 



J 



% 'm 



i 



f- m 



iiiiiifjl-s- -j.-^fi 




r 



V 



J* 



y 




9V 



.1^ 



r 



J i 



V 



I f 



g^- 



f 




Mi 



